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PREFACE. 



This book is baised upon the Essay to which tlie Jacktioiiiun 
Prize of the Hoyal College of Surgeons for 1886 wns awardtrii. 
The essay in its original form was never published because I felt 
that at that time I had had so little personal experience of 
thyroid operative surgery, that it was undesirable to commit 
my observations to print. During the last fourteen years, 
however, I have enjoyed unusual facilities for the study of this 
branch of surgery, and much of what was written in the 
original essay has been entirely rewritten, by the light of 
further experience. 

The Himt«rian Lectures, which I had the honour of deliver- 
ing at the Royal College of Sui'geons in 1891, have also been 
incorporated in the present work. 

I am fully aware of the many imperfections in, and omissions 
fi-om, the book, and should h&ve liked to wait for further ex- 
perience before publishing it. But further waiting seem^ 
undesirable, as there would always be something wanting, 
something new to be added. 

I trust that those who read the book will deal gently with it, 
and remember that it is an honest attempt to set forth as clearly 
and concisely as possible what is known by myself and others 
about a difficult and somewhat obscure branch of surgery. 

I have to thank numerous friends for the help they have 
afforded me ; some by sending cases for treatment, or for 
examination, others by supplying local information about the 
distribution of endemic goitre. 

The illustrations are mainly from my own photographs, 
supplemented by some othei-s taken by friends. To Mr. Charles 
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viii PREFACE. 

Cosens I am especially indebted for all the micro-photographs, 
and for much invaluahle help in photography. The drawings 
are mainly by Miss G. Bui keley -Johnson, who has bestowed an 
amount of care and attention upon them for which I am most 
grateful. A few are from the skilful pencil of Dr. Ethel 
Vaughan ; for a very few I am myself responsible. The patients 
from whom the photographs have been taken {excepting those 
shown in Figs. 15 and 83) have all been under my own observa- 
tion, and most of theui have been under my own care. 

The blocks (with the exception of those from which Figs. 85, 
111 and 112 have been taken), have been prepared by Messrs. 
Godart of Maiden Lane, Strand. 

Sevei-al of the illustrations have appeared elsewhere, illus- 
trating papers contributed by myself to the British Medical 
Journal, Polyclinic Journal, Transactions of the PathoU)gi^al 
Soiiety, and St. Bartholomew's Hospital Reports, and for jier- 
mission to use these I have to expi-ess my thanks. 

To Mr, Ernest Shaw I am indebted for much help in the 
preparation of microscopic sections. 

My best thanks are due to my friends Mr. Anthony Uowlby 
and Mr. Edmund Houghton for much valuable advice, and for 
the trouble they have taken in revising the proof sheets. 

21 WiMPOLE St., London, W. 

Feb. 1901. 
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CHAPTER I. 

ANATOMY. 

Lateral lobes — Upper and lower horns— Isthmus — Pyramid — Eelations 
— Arteries — Veina — Lymphatics — Sfer ves — Internal structure — Aceea- 
aory, thyroids — Parathyroids. 

The thyroid gland in the human subject consists of two lateral 
lobes united by an intervening portion named the isthmus. The 
right lobe is usually slightly larger than the left. The weight 
of the whole gland is about one ounce. The general shape of 
the gland bears some resemblance to that of a horseshoe, the 
concavity being directed upwards. 

Each lateral lobe is roughly pyriform in shape. The upper 
end is the smaller ; it is directed upwards and slightly backwards 
and usually extends as high as the middle of the posterior 
border of the thyroid cartilage ; sometimes it extends as high as 
the upper border. The lower end is broader and more rounded. 
It commonly extends as low as the sixth ring of the trachea. Its 
relation to the upper border of the sternum varies according to 
the position of the head and the length of the neck. When the 
head is extended the lower part of the gland is from half an 
inch to an inch above the upper boi-der of the sternum. During 
flexion of the head it descends down to or below this level. 

The upper horn of the gland is that part of the lateral lobe 
which lies above the level of the upper border of the isthmus. 
Similarly the lower horn is that part which lies below the lower 
border of the isthmus ; it is usually much smaller than the upper 
horn ; frequently it is altogether absent. 

The isthmua varies greatly in size in different subjects. In 
rare cases it is entirely absent, the two lateral lobes being quite 
separate from each other. This is the normal condition in many 
of the lower animals. It may, on the other hand, be thick and 
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THE THYROID GLAND. 



broad, covering several rings of the trachea and part of the 
larynx. Between these two extremes every variety in the size 



Fica. 1 and i. — An Enlaryvd Tlijrotd Gland (Farenobyinatous 
Qoitre) shoniui,' the muiner in which it uBually produces dj-spnoei 
by prasiDK Dpou Ihe trachea. The gland hse proaerred Lu nMiinl 
Hhiiie, bill IB nalforml; and conHldetabl; enhirged. Tlie [rachea in 
Hreailr nnn'on-ed Iscerilly ■[ a imint one Inch below tho larynx. Tlic 

and shape of the isthmus may be found. The isthmus usually 
covers two or more of the first four rings of the trachea. 
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The pyramid of Lalouette, often known as the middle lobe, 
is an elongated portion of gland which, when present," extends 



aaperlor and Inferior tbjrald artf rlca aud theli relative titee are well 
Been (the lelt Bopertor artery is, hdwever, abnormally' Email). (From 
a bof aged 11, nho died of d}n«pniei prodnced bf tbe goitrB- St, 
Bait. Hosp. Mob. JTo, SSIO. Nut. slie.) (See also pp. 108, 127.) 

from the isthmus upwards in front of the larynx for a variable 
* Harshall found a. pyramid in 43 per cent, of thu aixty^cases ezamiDed by 
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4 THE THYROID GLAND. 

distance. Sometimes it reaches the hyoid bone ; more often it 
covers only the lower part of the larynx. Prom its tip a band 
of connective-tissue frequently extends upwards to the back of 
the hyoid bone. Usu- 
ally the pyramid is 
present on one side 
only, most commonly 
the left. Rarely two 
pyramids are present, 
in which case one at 
least will be very 
small. In Fig. 3 a 
pyramid is seen on the 
left side, extending 
from the junction of 
the isthmus and left 
upper horn upwards 
to the hyoid bone. 
The pyramid becomes 
enlarged like the rest 
of the thyroid gland 
when this organ be- 
comes the seat of 
general enlargement. 
It may thus, by cover- 
ing up the ciico-thy- 
roid membrane and 
other parts of the 
larynx, become a 
source of considerable 
trouble in such opera- 
tions as tracheotomy 
for parenchymatous 
goitre. (See Fig. 4.) 
Some of the principal variations in the form and position of 
the isthmus and pyramid are shown in Fig, 5 (pp. 6 and 7), 
which has lieen taken from Dr. C. F. Marshall's paper.' 

• " VarintionB in the Form of the Thyroid Gland in Man."— Jctocji. of Anat. 
ami Phyiol., vol. xiix. p. 234. 



Fia. ). — Idt7nx,TrSFhe&, Thyroid Gland »nil aelglibonr. 
ins p:ins ehoivlnic on tho left side the procesB c 
}. lauduluT tissue ternied Die pyramid o' Lalouettt 
It iH seen to txwnd from tlie nppcr border of th 
left lobe, ueiT the iBlhmua, upnardH to the hfold 
bone. The right lobe of tiic gland Is a llltle ax 
largod and contains a cyst. <St. Bart. Hasp. Una. 
No. 23t4I>.) (KcUuccd }.) 
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The hllua is a term used to denote that place, at the inner 
and back part of each lateral lobe, at which the inferior thyroid 
artery enters the gland. Here the recurrent laryngeal nei-ve 
comes into close contact with the gland, lying in the spate 
between it and the ti-achea and (esophagus. 



Fw. 4. — Thyroid Glftnd, Lsryiix, Ac^ ghonlus ParenoliymatOUB 
Qoltre- The disBMe iuvoives lie nholu ){lsiid,liitJudiiii,'thepjriiinld. 
The Utter covers tlio outorlor surf.ice of the Isryui, and citeuda ii|i- 
narcla noBTif to the bj-oldboDc. TheHipirealsollliigiracesthcdlBlcnllj 
tbit would be mol; with lu ptrtonain^ trsuheotomy lu cimcs In n-hlch 
the prramia 1b onlorseJ. (From a kpetim™ in St. Bin, Honp. Unit. 
Ko. a314c.l (Rtdiicod I) 

BelatiouB. — The convex anterior surface of each lateral 
lobe is covered by the stemo-hyoid and sterno-thyroid muscles, 
and overlapped by a portion of the ste mo- mastoid. 

On the outer side is the carotid artery, enclosed in its sheath 
with the internal jugular vein and pneumogasti-ic nerve. Pos- 
teriorly, in the concavity formed by the isthmus and the two 
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6 THE THYROID GLAND. 

lateral lobes, lie the trachea, oesophagus, and i-ecurrent laryngeal 
nerves. Small poi'tionsof the larynx and pharynx are embraced 
by the upper horns, which lie on either side of these structures. 




The postei'ior border of each lateral lobe is in contact with 
the spine and pre-vertebral muscles. 

The gland is invested by a delicate but distinct oapsule of 
connective-tissue. This covers uniformly the anterior and 



lateral aspects of the organ. Passing round the side of the 
gland to its posterior surface this capsule then splits into two 
portions. One remains in contact with the gland and invests 





ThjToid Gl«ii(L (Fro 



I Dr. C. r. Munhaira iwpet.) 



its posterior surface. The other, the thicker of the two, passes 
to the posterior surface of the pharynx and flesophagxis, thus 
enclosing them with the larynx, trachea and thyroid gland, in a 
common sheath. This is an anatomical point which, as will be 

.oogk 



8 THE THYROID GLAND. 

seen hereafter, is of considerable importance in connection with 

operations for i-emoval of the dieieased gland. 

To the cricoid cartilage the gland is most firmly connected 

on each side by a band of connective-tissue termed the auapenaory 

ligament, shown in the accompanying figure* (Fig. 6). This 
passes from the inner and back part of 
the lateral lobe upwards to the cricoid 
cartilage. Blending below with the 
capsule of the gland, these two bands 
form the upper ends of a kind of sling 
in which the organ is suspended and 
by which it is firmly fixed to the 
larynx. 

When the gland has undergone great 
enlargement and is much increased 
in weight, these ligaments become of 
considerable importance. They form 
strong cords, supporting the tumour, 
which othei-wise, by reason of its weight, 
would tend to fall away from the larynx. 
It should be added that the i-ecurrent 

'^a^^pe^^llglZ^^l "a^Tngeal nerve lies in immediate con- 
of ihe TiijToid GiuDd «Dii ii« tact with this ligament on its outer or 
m-iadon ,« tho Becfrt^M posterior Surface. 

Lnrynjfe*! Serve. L, ansptii- "^ 

ottry lisBiuent ; A', rKorront When enlarged to a moderate extent 
isrjui.Taii.wve: 6, right lobe t^e gland also comes into relation 

ol tlijTOId Bland drawn tat- , ,_, ^, . -j ■ i 

wBTd": c. Krico-irywnoidi^iw aoove With the omonyoiQ muscle and 
iwmicim uiDKie. (Frum a below with the Upper part of the 

Bki-Uh Irtadly n»de (or me b) . j j.1. ■ j s .. 

Ur.c KLooku-ood.) stemum and the mner ends of the 

clavicles. 
Blood-vessels. — The thyroid gland has a relatively large 
blood supply. 

The chief arteries are the superior and inferior thyroid, the 
former derived from the external carotid, the latter from the 
thvroid axis, a branch of the first part of the subclavian. 

The Bupenor thjrroid artery meets the gland at the tip of its 
upper horn. Here the artery frequently gives offa lai-ge branch 
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which passes down to the back of the gland. The artery then 
continues its coui-se downwards and inwards along the inner and 
anterior border of the horn until it reaches the isthmus where, 
much diminished in size, it forms an anastomosis with the corres- 
ponding artery of the opposite side, along the upper border of 
the isthmus. In its course it gives off, besides branches to neigh- 
bouring organs, a series of branches which run downwards over the 
anterior surface of the gland. The smaller branches penetrate 
the gland and anastomose fi-eeiy with the other thyroid ai-teries. 

The inferior thyroid artery, usually considerably larger than 
the superior, runs at first upwards ; it then turns ahi-uptly 
inwards, runs behind the cai-otid sheath and the sympathetic 
nerve and reaches the back of the gland. Here it breaks up 
into several branches, some of which enter the hilus, while others 
spread out upon the posterior surface of the gland. The close 
proximity of the artery to the recurrent laryngeal nerve is of 
much importance. Usually the main trunk of the artery passes 
behind the nerve ; sometimes the artery breaks up before reach- 
ing the nerve \ in this case one or more of the branches may 
pass in front of it. Much less commonly the main trunk or all 
its branches will be found to lie in front of the nerve. 

The i-elation of the inferior thyroid ai-teries to the gland is 
shown in Fig. 2. 

Occasionally the thyroid arteries are reinforced by an additional 
artery, the tliyroidea ima. This when present is usually derived 
from the innominate artery. It may come, however, from the 
aoi-ta or the common carotid, or some other neighbouring vessel,. 
It runs upwards and inwards, and is distributed to the lower 
part of the gland. 

All the thyroid arteries communicate freely with each other. 
When one is small or absent the others are usually large in 
inverse proportion. 

It is woi-th noting that nearly all the larger branches ramify 
on the surface of the gland just beneath the capsule. Only the 
smaller branches penetrate to the interior. 

The thyroid veins " form at first a well-marked plexus on the 

• The dcBcription here (riven of the thyroid vpina is not quite the snim; 08 
that given in moKt English teit-bookn. I have preferred to follow that given 
by Kocher. — ■■ Ueber Kro)ifex6tir|iation iind ihre h'oljen " : Langenhrck's^lccA. 
/.kill,, ^'/li/'., vol.xsis.i).26L>. 
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10 THE THYROID GLAND. 

surface of the gland ; this plexus lies immediately beneath the 
thin delicate capsule of connective-tissue which encloses the 
gland. At certain points the veins penetrate this capsule and 
pass off into neighbouring trunks. 'ITie chief veins thus leaving 
the gland are the following: 

The superior thyroid vein has a course similar to that of the 
corresponding artery ; it leaves the apex of the superior bom and 
enters the internal jugular vein a little above this level. The 
superior thyroid veins are connected with each other by a large 
transverse branch running along the upjier border of the isthmus. 

At the side of the gland is sometimes found a single vein, the 
middle thyroid, entering the internal jugular vein ; more often, 
however, the place of this vein is taken by two others known as 
the superior and inferior accessory thyroid veins. The superior 
comes from the upper horn, a little below the apex ; the inferior 
comes from the lower and back part of the gland ; both pass 
transversely outwards to join the internal jugular. The arrange- 
ment of the veins which leave the lower border of the gland 
I'aries considerably in different bodies. From the isthmus and 
inner side of the inferior horn comes a vein which descends more 
or less vertically near the front of the trachea ; to this Kocher 
gives the name of thyroidea ima. On the left side it enters the 
left innominate vein ; on the right it joins either the right oi' 
left innominate vein. Frequently this vein is small or absent 
on one side ; frequently the two veins unite to form a single 
large one, which descends vertically in front of the trachea until 
it enters the left innominate. This single vein may sometimes 
be regarded as an enlarged right thyroidea ima, that of the 
left side being represented merely by a small accessory vein. 
At the lower and outer part of the inferior horn there is often a 
small vein, the inferior thyroid, which runs obliquely downwards 
to enter the innominate vein at its commencement. 

When the thyroid gland is normal in size, many of these 
veins may seem small and unimportant. But when it is much 
enlarged by disease, all the veins become greatly enlarged and 
distended, and assume considerable importance, especially in 
connection with operative procedures. A diagram showing all 
the veins above described has been reproduced in Fig, 7 from 
Kocher's paper, by the kind permission of the author. 

,,,.f:ibyGoOgle 
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NerveB. — These come from tKe middle and inferior ganglia 
of the cervical sympathetic and from the inferior laryngeal nerve. 
It is said that a bitinch also comes from the external laryngeal 
nerve. 

Lymphatica. — The lymphatics pass chiefly into the glands 
that lie in front and at the sides of the trachea ; some pass also 
into the cervical glands at the sides of the thyroid gland. The 
glands first affected in malignant disease of the thyroid, for 



/ 
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d Veins. (I'^m Koclier.) 

example, are usually very deeply seated behind tlie sternum, 
where they cannot easily be seen or felt. 

Structure. — The thyroid gland is composed of a lai^ 
number of small closed vesicles supported by a framework of 
connective-tissue, derived from and continuous with, the delicate 
capsule that suiTOunds the whole organ. 

Lying between the vesicles are masses of round cells which 
are to be regarded as undeveloped vesicles. They are more 
abundant in the young than in the old, and are often with 
difficulty distinguished from cells of inflammatory origin. 
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The vegiclcs are lined with cubical epithelium and contain 
the well-known colloid material, the exact use of which is 
unknown, llie gland has no ducts, but the vesicles communicate 
with the lymphatic vessels that ramify between them, and it is 
probably through the medium of the lymphatics that the colloid 
secretion of the gland 
reaches the general circu- 
lation. Tlie existence of 
colloid material in the lym- 
phatic vessels can easily be 
demonstrated. 

Accessory Thyroid 
aiands. — The termacces- 
sory thyroid has been 
applied to isolated and de- 
tached massses of thyroid 
tissue that are often found 
lying near the main gland. 
They are analogous to the 
accessory spleens that are 
often fomid in the neigh- 
bourhood of the spleen. 

Accessory thyroids ai-e 
most often found in one 
or other of the following 
situations (see Fig, 8) : 

1. In front of the larynx, 
anywhere between the 
upper border of the isth- 
mus and the hyoid bone. Accessory thyroids in this position 
may be regarded as persistent portions of the pyramid of 
Lalouette. They are almost always connected below with 
the main gland and above with the hyoid bone by l>ands of 
connective tissue. 

2. Above and below the superior and inferior horns respec- 
tively. These may be regarded as extensions of the horns and 
are usually connected with them by bands of connective tissue. 

3. Near the posterior border of the lateral lobe, lying upon 
the pharynx or oesophagus. 




— DImunm of tbc Tbfroid GbDit seen 
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ANATOMY. 13 

Accessory masses of thyroid tissue may also be found occasion- 
ally in more distant parts, as at the root of the tongue, or even 
within the larynx. 

It is desirable that a distinction should be made between true 
acuessory thyroids of congenital origin, and the encapsuled 
masses of thyroid tissue which have been extruded from the 
gland. Such tumours are analogous to the pedunculated sub- 
peritoneal tumours (fihromyomata) which have been extruded 
from the uterus. 

In both cases the tumours are attached to the main organ bji 
a more or less well-defined pedicle. 

Probably most of the cases that have been described as 
" tumour of an accessory thyroid " are i-eally of this nature, and 
are not examples of true accessory glands. 

Parathyroids are very small glandular masses that lie close 
to the main gland, generally at the back of it. They differ 
from the accessory thyroids in not containing vesicles filled with 
colloid, and their function is supposed by some to be different 
from that of the thyroid gland itself.* 

A specimen showing the parathyroid of a dog may be se4n in 
the museum of St. Thomas's Hospital.! 

• Much valuftble information concerning parathyroids will be found in Mr. 
Walter Edu:unda's papers in the JuurH. of PailtolOQy and BacUrii'lugy, 1896, 
1898, 1899, and 1900. 

t No, 1455a. 
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CHAPTER II. 

CONGENITAL AFFECTIONS. 

CoDgenital malformationB— Complete absenoe^Absence of one lobe- 
Absence of iethmu»— Accessory thyroids — Congenital goitre in man, 
in lower animals — Treatment of coQgeaital goitre. 

Congenita Malformations. — Congenital malformations 
of the thyroid are by no means uncommon. Most of them are, 
however, of little practical importance, provided that there 
exists a sufficient quantity of healthy gland to carry on the 
functions of the organ. 

The most serious and impoiiant malformation consists in 
complete absence of the gland. This condition is always 
associated with the most severe form of cretinism. (See 
chap, iii.) 

One lobe alone may be completely absent, or present in a 
i*udimentary form. This condition may lead to serious results 
if the opposite healthy lobe become affected by atrophy from 
disease, or if it be removed by operation on account of disease. 
In such a case, the patient is deprived of all functionally active 
thyroid j^land and the serious condition known as myxoedema 
or cachexia strumipriva (see chaps, iii. and xsi.) will certainly 
supervene. There are no means by which the congenital 
absence of one lobe can be detected during life, except by actual 
inspection during the course of a surgical opemtion. 

Absence of the thyroid iethmua is occasionally seen and 
is of impoi'tance chiefly in connection with the operation of 
division of the thyroid isthmus for the relief of dyspncea. A 
case has been recorded in which a surgeon was about to perform 
this operation, but upon cutting down upon the gland, be found 
that there was no isthmus. He was obliged to content himself 
with merely laying bare the trachea. 

D,g,l,;P:lbyGOOgle 



CONGENITAL AFFECTIONS. 15 

Aooeasoiy tl^roidB form another class of congenital 
malformations of the gland. When enlarged by disease they 
may form tumours which are difficult to diagnose. They have 
sometimes been of the greatest service to patients upon whom 
total extirpation of the thyroid gland has been performed. By 
undergoing compensatory hypertrophy and assuming the func- 
tions of the extirpated gland they have saved such patients from 
cachexia strumipriva. {See Figs. 19 and 520.) 

Congenital Diseases. — Congenital enlargement of the 
gland is frequently seen in districts where endemic goitre is 
common. Thus Demme, among 643 cases of goitre seen at the 
Children's Hospital at Berne, found fifty-three in which the 
disease was congenital," 

I have myself seen several young infants with congenital goitre. 

Usually the enlargement is not vei-y great. It often dis- 
appears spontaneously in the course of a few months. The 
mother of a child with congenital goitre has usually herself a 
goitre. 

In 1894 I saw with Dr. Eminson at Scotter, Lincolnshire, 
a male infant, aged six weeks. At birth a bilateral goitre of 
(xinsiderable size had been noticed, and for the first few days 
dyspnoea was so marked that it was feared the child would die. 
After about a fortnight the dyspncea and stridor gradually 
subsided and the goitre became much smaller. 

Dr. J. G. Colby, of Malton, has given me notes of a child bom 
with a " good sized goitre." The mother had a goitre herself, 
and said that others of her children had been bom with the 
same disease. 

Dr. Ormsby, of Slaidbum, has recorded a similar case.f 

Sometimes the enlargement is considerable and may cause 
serious or even fatal dyspnoea. 

Dr. Maidlow, of Ilminster, has informed me of a case in his 
practice in which the child died of asphyxia ten hours after 
birth. In another case of his the dyspnoea was very bad for 
about thirty hours, but then subsided, after vigorous treatment 
with iodine and arsenic. 

• R. Demme, " Krankheiten der SehilddriUe " in Gerhardt'H JJa/idbuch der 
Kiiiderirankheitfa, Tiibingeo, 1878, vol. ill. pt ii, p. 392. 
+ Laneri, February 25, 1888. 
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Dr. A. G. Webster, of Golcar, and Dr. T. R. Atkinson, of 
Madeley, Hereford, have also recorded cases of congenital 
goitre with severe dyspncea ending in recovery." 

In the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons is a speci- 
men t from a male infant who died with cyanosis five days after 
birth. The thyroid gland shows a general enlargement Its 
structure to the naked eye resembles that of the normal gland. 
It weighed 1^ ounces, and produced a very obvious tumour 
during life. The ductus arteriosus was patent. 

In the same museum is another specimen of similar nature.} 
The gland is enlarged in all parts, and a section shows a uniform 
glandular structure without cysts. There is much compression 
of trachea and oesophagus. Dr. Lediard, who presented the 
specimen, has given the following description of the case § : 

" The infant from whom this goitre was taken was bom at full 
term and died on the fifth day. The labour was complicated by 
hydramnios of very decided proportions. The child was cyanotic, 
breathed with much difficulty, was unable to swallow, and when it 
cried the face became very dusky. The neck was very liulky and 
the middle and lateral portions of the thyroid gland were easily 
felt to be considerably enlarged. The goitre is seen to surround 
the windpipe and oesophagus like a ring, whilst the latter more 
especially is compressed. It is interesting to note that the same 
patient had previously had hydramnios with a nearly stillborn child, 
which had a very large neck." 

Occasionally a congenital goitre presents itself in the form of 
a huge tumour which occupies the whole of the fi-ont of the 
neck from the sternum to the chiu. As a rule in these cases the 
child is stillborn, or dies soon after birth. A good example, of 
which Fig. 9 ie a photograph, may be seen in St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital Museum. Q The child was bom at full term as a face 
presentation. 

There is a similar tpecimen in the museum of the Royal 
College of Surgeons.^ In this case the goitre presents a 
markedly cystic structure. 



- Lancet. March 17. 188S. 


+ No. 2896. 




1 No. 29968. 


5 Path. &■. Tmi, 


*., xl. 1889, p. 299. 


II So. 2319b. Tliia cnee is, howe 


rer, described in tlie in 


useum catalogue ■, 


ne of npindle-celled snrcomn. 
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Besides the above, I have seen specimens of congenital goitre 
in several foreign museums.* In most of these cases the lateral 
lobes were not larger than a walnut, and in some they were 
much smaller. Most of them presented a solid, almost homo- 



Fia, 9,— Lnrgc Congenital Goitre in * Mlllborn cUlld. The candltion 
of tlia Bkln IB due to poM-mortem cha3ig;es. (St. Bart. Hoep. Mus. No. 
83I9B.) (Kodnced f .) 

geneous appearance, on section. Figs. 10 and 11 are from 
drawings of one of the specimens in the Berne Museum. 

Congenital goitre has also been observed in the lower animals. 
Dr. Crisp -f has recorded the case of three lion cubs who were 

• Prague Path. Mus. (Noa. 3366, 4886b) ; Munich Mus. of Path. Inst. 
(No. 201) ; Zaricb Mus. of Path. Inst, (two specimens, each about as large as a 
Tangerine orange) ; Berne Mus. of Ineel Eosp. (four specimens). 

t Tra«». Path. Sue., vol. xv. p. 260. 
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all bom dead in a zoological garden. In each the thyroid was 
enlarged to twenty times its natural size. He refers also to 
a similar case of a lion cub which lived for several months. 
Treatment of Con^nital Goitre. — This will naturally 
depend upon the severity 
of the symptoms. The 
slighter cases with little 
or no dyspncea require no 
treatment at all. In others 
medicinal treatment and 
treatment of external ap- 
plications are desirable 
just as they are in many 
cases of parenchymatous 
goitre in older subjects. 
It is only in cases of ex- 
ceptional severity that operative measures become necessary. 
If the symptoms are so severe as to threaten life, the case must 
be treated on the same principles that guide us in the treatment 
of goitre in adults. 

Lugenblihl," who has given a good account of the operative 
treatment of congenital 
goitt«, desci-ibes a case in 
which Professor Made- 
lung operated on a child 
two days old, on account 
of very severe dyspncea 
caused by a bilateral 
goitre of considerable 

size. A large part of the *■'<■■ U.-The precenfnE m hoHiouwl -enlon SHOW. 

1 , , loe also Trachea aud (EBophagiui. (From a 

goitre was removed, but gpeclmenln theP«th.Mn»,«t Rcrii«.>(Nal.8i«.) 

tracheotomy became 

necessary in the course of the operation, and death occurred on 
the sixth day from pneumonia. LugenbUhl states that he has not 
been able to find in literature more than thi'ee other cases in 
which operative interference was imdertaken on account of con- 
genital goitre in infancy. 
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Malgaigne operated on a child aged three days, who died 
thirty-six hours later, apparently from heemorrhage. Bach 
operated on another case, but death from asphyxia followed in 
the course of a few hours. Both these cases are, however, 
ancient ones, occurring before the days of antiseptic sui^ry. 
In more ivcent times Schimmelbiisch has operated with success. 
The patient was one hour and a half old, and was the subject of 
cyanosis and extreme dyspnoea. The tumour was as large as a 
hen's ^g, hard and nodular, and extended from the chin to the 
sternum. The tumour was shelled out without anesthesia, and 
the child made a good recovery. The tumour was " solid, with 
numerous little cysts,'' and contained cartilage in places. 

On October 11, 1899, M. Genevet " showed at a meeting of 
the Medical Society of Lyons a male infant, aged eight days, 
upon whom M. Pollosson had performed, on the day after birth, 
the operation of exothyropexy for a suffocating congenital goitre. 
Severe dyspnoea and stridor were present before the operation. 
TTie ultimate result is not recorded. 

• Ln-m .VaUf-ali; 18U9, p. 3QH. 
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CHAPTER HI. 

ATROPHY AND HYPERTROPHY, 

Atrophy: in old age — Myicedemd— Treatment— Cretinism — Spor- 
adic and endemic — Fatty tumours of CretiniBm. Hypertrophy: 
Compensatory — PhyBiological — Relation to luenatruation — Pregnancy 
— Puberty — ThjToid of stout and thin persoiiB. 

Atrophy. 
Atixiphy of the thyroid gland may conveniently be discussed 
under the following heads : 

1. Old age. 

2. Myxcedema. 

3. Cretinism. 

1. Old Age. — The thyroid like many other glands tends to 
become smaller as old age supervenes. The thyroid gland of an 
old person, if not affected by cystic degeneration, will fi-equently 
be found to be of less than half the weight of a normal adult 
gland. 

In the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons,* is a well- 
marked example of senile atrophy. It was obtained by myself 
from the body of a woman who died in the Islingt^on Infirmary, 
at the age of 84, of dementia and bronchitis, and who had never 
been the subject of myxcedema. The gland is seen to he much 
diminished in size in all parts. It does not, however, present the 
shrunken appearance that is seen in the atrophy connected with 
myxoedema. Each lobe of the gland, although small, is rounded, 
firm and tolerably thick. 

Mici'oscopically, specimens of senile atrophy present the 
oixlinary appearances of a gland that is functionally not very 
active. The colloid secretion is small in amount and the 
vesicles and their epithelial cells are small and ill formed. 
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According to Wolflei-," "the involution of the human thyroid 
gland is characteiised chiefly by sclerosis of the stroma, its 
change into fibrous tissue, disappearance of the vesicles and 
their change into masses of atrophied cells with small nuclei." 

Senile atrophy of the 
thyroid does not, so far 
as I am aware, give rise 
to any special symp- 
toms. 

3. Uyxcedema. — In 
this disease, atrophy of 
the thyroid gland pre- 
sents its most chai-acter- 
istic features. 

In a well-marked case 
{see Fig. 12) the gland 
is greatly reduced in size 
andhasaflabby,shrunken 
appearance, due to the 
more or less complete 
absence of colloid secre- 
tion, of vesicles and of 
epithelium. The glan- 
dular elements have 
atrophied, leaving only 
the capsule and frame- . . 

. . , Fic. IS.— Thyroid Gland from a Irplctl case ol 

work of connective- Uyxcedema. The glaod ta small and repre- 

tissue. MicrOSCOpicallv '*"'^'l "^°'y ""J oonuectlve Uifliie. (St. &«t. 

/ T- nn\ -i ■ 1- 1 HOHp. MllB. No. S317A.) (Nat si M.) 

{see Fig. 13), it is found 

to consist almost entirely of tibroiis tissue with a few small 

round cells. In thirteen cases in which the pathological condition 

of the gland was investigated by the myxoedema committee 

of the Clinical Society,t the appearances presented to the 

naked eye and under the microsco)>e were substantially as above 

described. 

In other unpublished cases which I have had the opportunity 

• " Ueber die Entwickelung und den Ban des Kropfes," Arch,f. kl'iK. Chir^ 
Berlin, 1883, xijx. 

t Tram. Clin. See., Lnndon, 1888, vol. xsi. Hu|>iilementary Report ou 
Myxiedema. 
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of investigating post mortem, exactly the same condition of 

thyroid was found.* 

Although the above condition is that which is almost always 

found in myxoedema, yet it is but right to mention that occa^on- 
ally in this disease, 
the thyroid gland 
appears clinically 
to be enlarged. Thus 
in four of the numer- 
ous cases collected hy 
the Clinical Society's 
committee it was 
stated that the gland 
was enlarged, while 
in one it was (p. 28) 
"hard, as though 
calcareous,'' 

Probably in all 
these cases however 
there was really 

Kio. IS.— Mirrmiwiiilc Soctlnn ot » Thjrold Gl»nd Irom atrophy of the glan- 

n lypic.i owe of Myxcedema. Tuc >.pcciineD shon-H ^yjj^. elements. 

ftiid niiUinenti. of TeaidfiB. (x IJO diam.) It IS universally 

admitted at the pre- 
sent time that the symptoms of the disease are due to loss of 
function of the thyroid gland. 

With regard to the symptoms of myxcedema it is not 
necessarj' to say anything in this book. They are fully described 
in all recent text-books on Medicine, and have been discussed 
most exhaustively in the admirable report of the Clinical 
Society above mentioned. They concern the physician rather 
than the surgeon. 

The treatment of myxoedema at the present day is both 
simple and satisfactory. It consists in restoring artificially to 
the patient the thyroid secretion, the loss of which has been 
caused by atrophy of the gland. The original methods of 
transplanting thyroid tissue into the body and of injecting 

1 the Huseuiu of the Boj'al College of 
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thyroid secretion hvpodermically have been given up in favour 
of the simpler method of administi'ation by the mouth. The 
patient may be fed on the thyroid of one of the lower animals, 
either raw or lightly cooked. A more convenient method, and 
the one now almost 
universally adopted, 
consists in the ad- 
ministration by the 
mouth of one or other 
of the numerous ex- 
tracts, tabloids and' 
other pharmaceutical 
preparations of the 
thyroid gland sub- 
stance. Care should 
be taken in adminis- 
tering these drugs 
that they be given at 
^rst in small doses ; 
otherwise dangerous 
and even fatal symp- 
toms may occur. 

3. Cretlnlam. — 
Closely allied to myx- 
oedema and, like it, 
due to impairment 
or loss of function '°' J.J' J A, 
of the thyroid, is the u.eHnism is i 

disease known as ere- [f^"^ ' *""*" »k^ ""' «*" " "-^J-'on'to-e i" 
tinism. Myxoedema 

in its typical form is however a disease of adult life and is due 
to atrophy of the gland occurring after the body has attained 
its full size. 

In cretinism the disease of the thyroid is congenital or occurs 
in early infancy. The development of the body is consequently 
markedly affected. It is in the altered development of the body 
and especially of the bony skeleton that the chief difference lies 
between cretinism and myxcedema. 

The former shows improper development, the latter degenera- 
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tion, of body and inind, both diseases being due to thyi-oidal 
atrophy. 

That cretinism and endemic goitre are in some way associated 
is a fact that has been known for centuries. Wherever goitre is 
prevalent as an endemic disease there also will cretinism be 
found.* It is plain that in the vast majority of cases the two 
diseases are due to the same cause, whatever that may be. 

The direct connection, however, which exists between cretinism 
and atrophy of the thyroid gland was first pointed out by Mr. 
Curling. He published two cases of sporadic cretinism, in which, 
on dissection, no trace of a thyroid could be detected.t Some 



ViQ. 16.— A Cyplol auK of Mrxosdema. fm. IB.— Themme pstlPiit 
Bder three monthg of tlijrold trealmeiit. (Under Clio cnre of Dr. 
DivlfB. Frnm pholoaniplu' ktnJIj lent bj- him.) 

years later Dr. Hilton Fagge laid before the Medical and Chi- 
rui^cal Society an account of four cases of cretinism in which 
the thyroid appeared to be absent.^ More recently Dr. Fletcher 
Beach showed to the Pathological Society,§ two cases of the 
same disease, in neither of which was there any thyroid 
gland. 

Dr. William Robinson has recorded the case of a cretin aged 
ten who died in November 1881. At the post-mortem examina- 
tion, " no trace of a thyroid gland was found." 

The publication of these und other similar cases led to the 
* Deat-mutiBm in aUo frequently found in asgocintion with these two 
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belief that in sporadic cretinism the thyi'oid gland was always 
absent, but the truth of this assertion was disproved by the 
subsequent post-mortem examination by Dr. Hilton Fagge of 
one of the four cases published by him ten years previously. In 
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lived. She vox is years ol use, but wiw le™ luteillKeuC ihau most 
cbUdreti o( three. So thyroid Klind could bo (ctt. Tbe mother bod & 
goitre. 

this case, the first in which he hod an opportunity of examining 
the condition of the gland after death, he found that the thyroid 
was not absent but that it was actually enlarged, being the seat 
of a distinct goitre. 

It must not be supposed that in all ca-ses of cretinism the 
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thyroid gland is smaller than normal. On the contrary the 
majority of cretins have enlarged thyroid glands (see Fig. 18). 
These glands however are not healthy. They are more or less 
diseased and they always contain an abnormally small amount 
of functional gland tissue. 

In the worst form of cretinism, the form that is perhaps the 
most common in this country, the atrophy of the gland is 
exti-eme. The organ is either completely absent, or is repre- 
sented by a mere rudiment consisting chiefly of connective-tissue. 
This form is usually accompanied by much mucoid degeneration 
of the subcutaneous tissues and very closely resembles the 
myxoedema of adults. 

In the Royal Free Hospital museum • is a good specimen of 
the extreme atrophy of the gland that is associated with this 
most severe form of a-etinism. All that remEiins of the gland 
is a mere rudiment of connective-tissue.f 

In Guy's Hospital museum is another specimen J of a thyroid 
gland from a case of cretinism. In this case the gland is some- 
what enlarged but has undergone much uegeneration. 

Dr. Arthur Hanau, in a paper § read before the International 
Medical Congress at Berlin in 1890, describes three specimens in 
the Ziirich Pathological Museum, obtained post mortem from 
adult ci-etins by Prof. Klebs. 

The following is his description : 

"To the naked eye the texture of "the glaml shows nothing 
abnormal ; it is lobular on section ; in one or two, small cysts 
appear, and in the largest (taken from a mild case of cretinism) 
there are well-marked hyperplastic nodes. Microscopically all 
three exhibit a condition which may be in general described as a 
deficiency of glandular tissue and an excess of connective-tissue. 
Two of them are less altered than the third, which is markedly 
atrophic." 

Although cretinism is most often seen in countries where 
goitre occurs as an endemic disease, yet isolated cases occur 
sometimes in districts from which goitre is wholly absent. A 



t A similar specimen hns recently been added to the museum of St. Barthu 
mew'g Hospital (No. 2317c). 
J No. 9J. 5 Bi-if. Med. Jaunt., Oct. 4, 1890. 
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distiuction has therefore been made between sporadic and 
endemic cretinism. 

It has been aasertt;d by some that in sporadic cretinism the 
thyi-oid gland was absent, while in endemic cretinism a goitre 
might or might not be present. 

Even at the present day, there appears to be a prevalent 
notion that there is some essential difference between them, and 
while some observers maintain that this difference is to be found 
in the condition of the thyroid gland, others consider that it 
lies in the presence or absence of certain supra-clavicular " fatty 
■ tumours," which have been described in connection with sporadic 
cretinism." 

These so-called_^«_y tumours of cretinism appearto have been 
observed much more often during life than after death, but, 
nevertheless, there are records of post-mortem examinations of 
such cases. 

During life, the tumour consists of a lump of what is 
apparently fat, developed in the lower part of the posterior 
triangle of the neck, just above the clavicle. 

Mr. Curling, who appears to have been the first to describe 
them, says, in his account of the post-mortem examination of 
his first case " (the swellings) were composed of fat, and occupied 
the posterior triangle of either side of the neck, dipping down- 
wards behind the clavicles and filling the, axilla;. . . . They 
were not enveloped in a capsule, but consisted of fat of a loose 
lobular nature." In the account of the second case, he says 
that, during life, " on the sides of the neck beyond the stemo- 
cleido- mastoid muscles, were two soft symmetrical swellings, 
having a doughy feel and incompressible.'" Post mortem, the 
swellings in the neck were found to consist of superficial collec- 
tions of fat tissue, without any investing envelope, and loosely 
connected to the surrounding parts. 

In Dr. Fletcher Beach's case of spoi'adic cretinism in a child 
aged three, in which the " usual swellings above the clavicle were 
present during life, at the autopsy there were no coUec-tioiis of 
fat or other swellings at either side of the neck." In his other 
case, " the tumours weit: not encapsuled, and hence there was 

• See obaerTations by Dr. Hilton Fagge, I^itli. &f. Ti-ai*., vol. iiv. p. 
268. 
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some difficulty in defining their limits. . ■ . There was a layer 
of fat beneath the chin, forming a double chin." 

The only museum specimen of the fatty tumours of cretinism 
that I have been able to find is that of Dr. Hilton Fagge in 
Guy's Hospital Museum.* The tumours were described by him 
as "soft, well-defined masses looking like fat, but distinctly 
differing in colour from those in their neighbourhood," Numer- 
ous processes also extended in various directions under the 
clavicle, down into the axillae, ike. 

Such, then, are the " supra-clavicular fatty tumours," which 
are said to be so characteristic of sporadic cretinism as to serve 
as the main pointof distinction between this disease and endemic 
cretinism. 

I do not consider that these so-called fatty tumours are by 
any means characteristic of cretinism, nor do I think that there 
is any essential difiereuce between endemic and sporadic 
cretinism. 

The post-mortem examinations above mentioned seem to 
show : (i) That the tumours are much less marked after death 
than before ; (ii) That the tumours are not well defined, but 
that tht^y consist of fat, which may extend from the axillae to 
the chin, in fact over the whole region of the neck and shoulders; 
(iii) That the apparent formation of a definite tun) our 
depends chiefly upon the natural anatomical structure of the 
part. The absence of bone or large muscles in the supra- 
clavicular regions allows the deep seated fat to protrude more 
than it can elsewhere. Any excessive development of sub-fascJal 
tissue, whether fi-om fatty infiltration or from the presence of 
oedema, is likely to cause a protuberance in the posterior triangles 
of the neck. A good example of this may be seen in Fig. 14, 
where a '* fatty tumour" is shown which is exactly similar 
to that of cretinism, ITie patient from whom the photogi'aph 
was taken, was one whom I saw at Leytonstone with Dr. 
Itotherham Walker, and who was the subject of well-utarked 
myxoedema. ITie apparent tumour was due simply to the 
myxoedematous affection of the ai-eolar tissue of that region. 

As to there being any essential difference between sporadic 
and endemic cretinism, I can only say that among numerous 
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cases of cretinism which have come under my notice, both in 
England and in Switzerland, I found not a single point in which 
the members of one class differed as a whole from those of the 
other. 

I have in my possession two photographs taken from patients 



Fro. l». — Qcitroos Cretilllsia. a female at. 9». She liwl ilwii;ii 
llvfA lu London, Tbe goitre hid been uatlcsd only within (be liut 
Ivw-yeara. Intelligence conBldertbly greicer [ban that of tbe patient 
shan-n la the procedinK flsiire. 

who had hved all their lives in this country, the one in Wilt- 
shire, the other in London. Fig. 18 shows the latter case. Both 
may fairly be considered examples of sporadic cretinism, yet 
neither has a supra-clavicular tumour, and both have goitres. 
They present exactly the same appearances as did many of the 
cretins that I saw in Bemc. 
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Fig. 17 represents another case of sporadic cretinism from a 
village in Wiltshire. In this case there was some swelling above 
the clavicles. ITiere was no obvious goitre, but the patient's 
mother was goitrous. 

Without dividing cretins into two distinct classes, it may be 
said that some are much more swollen than others, and more 
like adult myxoedematous patients. Some have goitres, while 
others are free from them. Every intermediate grade may, 
however, be met with. It appears to be a fact that the more 
swollen a cretin is, the more likely he is to be without a goitre, 
and vice versd. 

It is said to be a popular belief among the Swiss that the 
pi-esence of a goitre acts, to a certain extent, as a protective 
against cretin is ai. 

If the story is to be believed that was told to me by the 
relatives of the patient shown in Fig. 18, the goitre became 
lai"ger as the general swelling of the body diminished. I have 
not, however, been able to find any evidence to confirm this 
statement, which, if true, is one of considerable interest. 

Complete atrophy of the thyroid, then, is not always present 
in cretinism, whether sporadic or endemic. 

There is much reason, however, to believe that in all cases 
there is some disease of the organ which impairs its function. 
This disease may be atrophy. In this case, the swollen condi- 
tion shown in Fig. 17 is most likely to be present. This form 
of cretinism is very closely allied to, if not absolutely identical 
with, myxoedema. On the other hand, the disease may show 
itself as goitrous enlargement and consequent degeneration 
of the gland. In each ease, the gland is in an unhealthy 
condition. 

It is difficult, nevertheless, to understand why some goitrous 
persons are cretinous, while others enjoy good health. 

The treatment of cretinism is similar to that of myxredema, 
and consists in the internal administration of some preparation 
of thyroid gland. Removal to a region free from goitre is in 
most cases advisable. If treatment be commenced sufficiently 
early, and carried on for a sufficient length of time, con- 
siderable benefit may be expected, both as regards body and 
mind. 
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HVPEKTROPHY. 

The term hypertrophy is frequently applied, loosely and 
incorrectly, to many forms of enlargement which should be 
described under other namej, such as parenchymatous goitre, 
adenoma of the thyroid, etc. True hypertrophy in the sense 
of a general and strictly uniform enlai^ment of all parts 
and constituents of the gland is a condition but rarely seen. 
Indeed it is doubtful whether the term hypertrophy should be 
used at ail, except for those cases in which one pai-t of the gland 
uiidei^oes enlargement as the result of the destruction, by disease 
or injury, of the other ports. In such cases the remaining portion 
undergoes compensatortf or physiological hypertrophy to enable it 
to carry on the functions of the normal gland. 

The most striking example of the kind that has come under 
my own notice is that depicted in Figs. 19 and 20. The patient was 
a young woman from whom almost the whole of a parenchymatous 
goitre had been removed by operation on account of dyspncea 
some two years before I first raw her, 'ITie operation was sup- 
posed to have been a total extirpation and was actually published 
as such.* Fortunately, however, a small piece of gland was left 
unnoticed in the neck. This gradually iniTeased in size until it 
formed a tumour as large as a hen's egg, that is, until it attained 
the bulk of a normal thyroid. With the hypertrophy of this 
piece of gland, the symptoms of commencing cachexia strumi- 
priva caused by the removal of the organ gradually disappeared, 
until eventually the patient regained perfect health. Further 
details of this case are given at p. 325,f This is true physio- 
logical or compensatory hypertrophy and is strictly analogous to 
the hypertrophy of one kidney which occurs after destruction of 
its fellow by injury or disease. 

Another condition closely allied to hypertrophy is the enlarge- 
ment which occui's in the malady known as Graves's disease, 
described in chap. xii. In this disease it is the epithelial 
elements of the gland that are especially developed and form 
the main portion of the swelling. 

A simple enlargement of the gland also takes place under 
certain conditions which may be mentioned here. It is doubtful 



• LaiKel, 1887, vol. ii. p. 6ia. t See also Fig. 110. 
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however whether the term hypertrophy ought to be appHed to 
these conditions. Possibly in some of these cases the enlarge- 
ment is temporary and is due merely to distension of the gland 
with increase of its colloid secretion, rather than to actual 
hypertrophy. 

During Tnemtmation, the normal thyroid is said to become 
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enlarged and if the gland happen to be the seat of pre-existing 
enlargement, the increased swelling may be sufficient to cause 
severe respiratory symptoms. Many interesting details with 
regard to the influence of menstruation upon the thyroid gland 
may be seen in a paper by Dr. E. W. Jenks." 

During pregTiancy, according to some observers, the thyroid 

" " On the Relation uf Goitre to Pregnancy nod Derangement of the Female 
Generative OrgaiiB," by E, W. Jenks. Amer. Jmrn. of Ob/t^ 1881, voL liv. p. 1. 
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gland becomes enlarged. That a thyroid already goitrous does 
usually undei^o further eulargement at this time, there can, I 
think, be no doubt. Over and over again have goitrous patients 
assured me, when I questioned them upon the point, that the 
goitre always became larger during menstruation and pregnancy, 
and the onset of goitre frequently dates from a pregnancy. 
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But whether a healthy thyroid gland enlarges during preg- 
nancy is not quite so clear. Probably it does to a slight extent. 
In an attempt to elucidate this point I examined the necks of 
forty pregnant women. In most of them the pregnancy had 
advanced to the eighth or ninth month. In two only could I 
detect any thyroid enlargement. In none of the others was 
there any perceptible swelling of the gland, nor could the 
existence be ascertained of any symptoms which could be 
referred to such an enlargement 
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For further details concerning the relation of pr^^ancy to 
the thyroid gland, reference may he made to the papers of 
Jenks, quoted above, and of Lawson Tait." The latter quotes 
twelve cases from his own practice in which there was a distinct 
connection between goitre and pregnancy. In many cases 
(eleven out of twelve of Lawson Tail's) a distinct tendency to 
htemoiThage is found to co-exist with goitre. I have noticed 
the same tendency in some of my own cases. Dr. Everley Taylor 
of Scarborough tells me he has also noticed the same thing. 
Often a goitre undergoes increase in size with each successive 
pregnancy, regaining partly but not completely its original size 
a short time after delivery. 

At pidterty the thyroid frequently undei;goes rapid increase in 
size. A large number of endemic goitres are found to have first 
shown themselves at this period. 

It will be seen, in a subsequent chapter, how much more often 
acute swelling of the gland occurs at puberty or soon after, than 
at any other period of life. 

It is said that during sexual excitement considerable increase 
in the size of the thyroid maj- occur. In some countries there 
existed and I believe still exists a curious and well-known custom 
bearing upon this point-t 

In a case of my own, that of a young man with a lat^ 
parenchymatous goitre, the patient assured me that sexual 
excitement was always followed by increase in the size of his 
goitre : after a day or two the goitre returned to its usual aze. 
In this case the temporary increase in size was usually sufficient 
to cause distinct dyspncea. 

Before leaving the subject of atrophy and hypertrophy of the 
thyroid gland attention may be drawn to the fact that the 
gland, even when not obviously diseased, varies greatly, not 
only as regards its size and weight but also in its internal 
structure as seen on section. Every one who makes systematic 
post-mortem examinations of a sufficiently large number of 
thyroid glands will notice that sometimes the gland is found 
to be firm in consistence and yellow in colour; the vesicles 

* " On Enlargement of the Thyroid Body in Pregnancy." by Lawson Tait, 
Traiu. Ediii. Obat. Soc.. vol. iv. p. «l-95. 

t For ntferences to this cuittom eee " Der endemiBCher Kropf," by Dr. Heinricb 
Bircher, Baile, 1883, pp. 6 and 7. 
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are plainly visible to the naked eye, each heiug fully distended 
with its thick yellow colloid secretion ; by pressure this can be 
made to exude slowly from the cut surface. In other cases the 
gland is dark red, tough and small ; few or no vesicles are visible 
to the naked eye and there is apparently almost complete 
absence of colloid substance. Various stages of gradation 
between these two conditions may be seen. 

As a general rule it may be stated that the larger thyroid 
with much secretion is most often found in the bodies of persons 
who have died of some wasting disease such as cancer or 
phthisis. 

Conversely, the smaller thyroid with little secretion is usually 
seen in persons who are stout, with much subcutaneous fat. It 
is perhaps worthy of note that a more advanced condition of the 
latter state of thyroid is the extreme atrophy seen in cases of 
myxoedema. Although the above rules do not by any means 
universally hold good, yet they seem to point to some inverse 
relation between the amount of colloid secretion in the thyroid 
and the development of subcutaneous fat. It may be mentioned 
also, as a fact that perhaps bears upon this question, that goitre 
is rarely seen in stout people. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

GOITEE AND ITS VARIETIES. 

Meaning o( the word goitre — ParenchyinatoiiB — Cyatic — Fibrous — 
AdenoniatouB (ftetal and cystic adenomata) — Malignant ^ Ei- 
ophthal inic — Hfemorrhagic — Coll oid — " Vascular' ' — Endemic — Sporadic 
— B pidem ic — Acute — Suffocating — Substern al — In tra-thoracic — Betro- 
tracheal — Betro-ceaophageat. 

The term goitre is a corruption of the Latin " guttur," the 
throat, and was formerly used to denote any swelling, of what- 
ever nature, in the front of the neck. For a long time, however, 
the term has been restricted to a swelling of one particular part, 
namely the thyroid gland. Many authors endeavour to restrict 
still further the meaning of the woi-d, and to limit it to certain 
forms of swelling of this organ.* 

The simplest and at the same time the commonest form of 
goitre is that to which the term parenchymatouB f is applied. 
All parts of the gland are enlarged equally, or nearly so. The 
goitre, therefore, is always bilateral, and preserves the shape of 
the normal gland. The enlargement is caused partly by accumu- 
lation of colloid material within the vesicles, and partly by actual 
increase in the solid elements of the gland itself. The stnictui-e 
resembles to a considerable extent that of the nonnal thyroid. 
It forms the first stage in the formation of nearly all the other 
varieties of goitre. It is the form that is especially common in 

* In relation t« the changes in itieanlug which words gradually undergo, it 
is interesting to notice that one of the two words eunimunly enipluyed iu 
Germany to signify goitre, is " struma." In our own language, when applied to 
swellings in the neck, tbifi word has reference to swellings of the lymphatic 
glands rather than to those of the thyroid gland. The use of the tenn goitre 
to denote enlargement of lymphatic glands has now become entirely obsolete. 

t The term " parenchymatous " is not wholly free from objection, since it is 
not merely the parenchyma of the gland that is affected in this disease. The 
term is, however, a convenient one and may therefore be retained. 



GOITRE AND ITS VARIETIES. 37 

young people. It is rare to find parenchymatous goitre begin- 
ning after middle life. 

Figs. SI, SS, and SS show typical cases of parenchymatous 
goitre ; in these cases the tumour was extirpated on account of 
dyspnoea. Figs. 24 and 25 show a somewhat less typical case ; 
the greater enlargement of the left lobe probably indicates the 
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existence of one or more cysts or adenomata in an otherwise 
purely parenchymatous goitre. Fig. 26 shows the appearance of a 
typical parenchymatous goitre on section ; the vesicular appear- 
ance of the gland is well seen. A fresh specimen of a parenchy- 
matous goitre has a soft, spongy feel, and sticky colloid matter 
readily exudes from its cut surface. 

Cystic goitre is the term applied to all those forms of 
goitrd^ in which the main hulk of the swelling is formed by one 
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or more cysts of considenible size. UQiall cysts may be formed by 
the ovei'- distension of single vesicles and their coalescence with 
neighbouring vesicles, but the great majority of thyroid cysts 
ar»; formed in an entirely different way by the liquefaction 



and gradual breaking down of solid adenomatous tumours.* 
Occasionally a thyroid cyst originates in an extravasation of 
blood into the thyroid tissues. 

Adenomatous goitre is one in which the bulk of the 
enlargement is due to the development of definite encapsuled 
masses of atypical thyroid tissue imbedded in the gland. 
Sometimes these adenomata occur in an otherwise healthy 
thyroid gland, but in the great majority of cases an adenoma is 
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associated with a certain amount of parenchymatous enlarge- 
ment. Nearly all unilateral and asymmetrical forms of goitre 
contain either adenomata or cysts. 

Fig. 27 shows a parenchymatous goitre that has been cut 



transversely. In its interior are seen sevei-a] adenomatous 
masses in various stages of formation. 

Fig. 28 shows a large solid adenoma in the thyroid gland of 
an elderly woman. 

There are two* principal forms of adenoma, the foetal and the 
cystic 

The fcetBl adenoma is met with chiefly in children and young 
adults, and is composed, as the name implies, of tissue resembling 

■ There is a third varitity of ndenoma that i< fortunately eitremely rare. 
This U the so-called iiialigiiaiit nilrHumu, which will be diaouaiied more fully in 
chap. xiii. on malignant diKcnsu. 
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that of the normal fcetal thyroid. To the naked eye it preseDts 
a solid homogeneous appeai-ance. Microscopically it is com- 
posed chiefly of masses of epithelial cells, representing undevel- 
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Oped thyroid vesicles. Fig. 29 shows a normal thyroid gland 
from a six months foetus, and is introduced here for comparison 
with Fig. aO, which shows an ordinary foetal adenoma removed 
by operation from a goitrous patient a^^ed twenty-live. Ftetal 

• Published ill Bril. M<il. Juvrn.. July 7, 1!M)0. 
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adenomata seldom attain a large size. The largest that I have 
myself ever had to remove was not larger than an orange. They 
are of importance chiefly on account of their vascularity. Opera- 



Fiu. 37. — Section ol Goitre remoTnl b; operittlou, from ft vomui aged 3», 
on account of Kveie dj'Bpnceo. XumeronB adenomfttft ol TarloDs 
h1zc« ore scon. Ttie vblte portions show coagulated colloid. (See 
Appendix, Case 3D, p. 3i4 and Bojal Vnx Hoep. Mug. No. zxll. IS.) 
(Blf^-htl; enlarged, f.| 

tions for their removal are apt to be attended by smart hfemor- 
rhage. 

The cystic adenoma is by far the most common form of 
adenoma. It differs &om the preceding in containing n 
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cavities visible to the naked eye. The microscopic structure 
(see Fig. 31) i-esembles to a certain extent that of the normal 
thyroid, but the vesicles are usually more in-egular. and show 
a tendency to run one into another, owing to the breaking 
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down of the intervening tissue. The connective-tissue between 
the vesicles is usually more abundant than in the normal thyroid. 
Cysts of various sizes are seen in the tumour. They contain 
colloid matter and frequently blood. 

Fibrous Ooitre. — Occasionally a general increase in the 
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amount of connective-tissue in the gland forms the bulk of the 
goitre. To such the name of fibrous goitre may be applied. 
The purely fibrous goitre is, however, a very much less common 
form than is generally believed. 

All the above-mentioned varieties may run one into another, 
so that we frequently meet with mixed forms. Thus the paren- 
chymatous goitre almost always contains small cysts, and 
frequently one or more large ones. So do many adenomata. 
Both parenchymatous and cystic goitres frequently contain 



much fibrous tissue, and adenomatous nodules may he found in 
association with any of the preceding varieties. Fig. 32 shows 
an old goitre with several adenomata and much fibrosis. 

There are two other important varieties of goitre that stand 
somewhat apart from all the preceding. These are maligrnant 
goitre, in which the tumour consists wholly or in part of 
malignant disease (carcinoma or sarcoma), and exophthalmic 
goitre or the goitre of Graves's disease. 

Both these forms of goitre differ widely, both structurally and 
clinically, from the preceding varieties. 

There are several other minor varieties which have received 
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separate names. Heemorrhagio ^itre is a term used to 
signify a condition in which hsemorrhage takes place into a 



Fio. Si. — Sectlun at part at ■ Goltrt removed b; operstiou frum > womin 
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^ne much fibroid idc^eneratlon, (See Appendix, Ciue 34, p. 844, ind 
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goitre, generally a cystic one, or in which an innocent goitre 
causes ulceration of the skin over it and bleeds externally. (See 
Fig. 33.) 

Colloid goitre is a term applied by some autbocato paren- 
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chymatous goitres in which the colloid material is unusually 
abundant and obvious.* 

The term vascular goitre is one that is frequently heard, 
and is often applied to the goitre of (rraves's disease. The term 
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is, however, a bad one, and should, in my opinion, not he 
employed. If it be intended to signify a goitre composed 
mainly of blood-vessels, then it is a name for what probably does 

1 goitre m&}~ be seen in the Boyal CoWege of 
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not exist, for there is no evidence of the existence of any such 
goitre. If it be used for the goitre of Graves's disease, it conveys 
a false impression that the enlargement that is present in that 
form of goitre is mainly due to unusual vascularity in the 
gland. This is an erroneous but widespread belief. 

Amyloid, syphilitic, and tuberculous goitre are all 
of them extremely rare ; the names explain themselves. It is to 
my mind doubtful whether the cases described as amyloid disease 
of the thyroid are really of that nature.* 

The terms endemic and sporadic goitre refer, not to 
pathological varieties of the disease but to its disti-ibution and 
causation. The same may be said of epidemic goitre, a 
term that is used for goitre when it attacks a number of people 
in the same place and at or about the same time. 

Acute goitre is a term used to denote a goitre that develops 
rapidly, espcially in young subjects. 

Suffocating goitre is naturally any goitre that produces 
much dyspnoea. 

Substernal, intra-thoracic, retro-tracheal, and 
retro-cesophageal goitre are terms that explain them- 
selves. 
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CHAPTER V. 

ENDEMIC GOITBE— CAUSATION AND DISTRIBUTION. 

Alleged caupeB — Climate— Phyaicftl configuration of noil — "Want of 
air and suDshine " theory— Ertoneoui nature of — Relation to geology — 
Geological and geographical distribution in England — Relation to 
calcareous rocks and waters derived from them — Liine — Magnesia — 
Iron — Organic irapurities — Epidemic Roitre — Goitre wells — Artificial 
production of goitre — Goitre in lower animals — Habits of life, exertion, 
strain, etc.— Heredity— Conelusiong. 

There can be but little doubt that, in the great majority of 
cases, goitre is to be regarded as an endemic disease. It is well 
known that in some parts of the world, the endemicity is present 
in a hi^ degree. In other parts where the cause or causes 
are less powerful, the- disease is less common and the endemi- 
city is not so obvious. It is exceedingly difficult to know 
where to draw the line between endemic and sporadic goitre. 

Probably in this country, most goitres may fairly be considered 
to belong to the endemic class, but the endemicity is so widely 
spread over the country while at the same time it is so slight, 
that it easily escapes notice, and cases of goitre are often 
considered to be sporadic which should more correctly be classed 
as endemic. 

One kind of goitre, however, the exophthalmic variety, stands 
quite apart ^om all others, both structurally and in its geographi- 
cal distribution. 

This form will be dealt with subsequently in chap. xii. 

With the exception of exophthalmic goitre, there is no 
structural difference between sporadic and endemic goitre. 

But although goitre, in most cases, is to be regarded as an 
endemic disease, caused by a definite poison, whatever that 
poison may be, it is impossible to assert that all cases of goitre 
originate from the same cause. To cite an analogous example : 
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there are many malarious districts in which a considerable 
number of the inhabitants suffer from enlargement of the spleen 
caused by the malarial poison. But enlargement of the spleen 
may be due to other causes than malaria ; and just as we do not 
consider every case of enlargement of the spleen to be nialariouB 
in its origin, so we need not consider every case of goitre, even 
when it is found in a markedly goitrous district, to be due to the 
same poison that usually produces the disease. 

The number of theories that have been advanced to account 
for the causation of endemic goitre is very great, St. Lager * 
in his classical work upon the subject mentions more than forty 
and occupies no less than four pages of his book in simply 
enumerating these different theories and the names of the 
authors who have supported them. 

In endeavouring to ascertain the relative frequency of goitre 
in dilterent parts of England, one is met by this great difficulty 
that there exists no source from which reliable statistical infor- 
mation can be obtained. In France, Germany, Switzerland and 
many other foreign countries, thej-e does exist such a source, 
namely the official returns of the number of young men who 
have been exempted from military service on account of goitre. 

From the statistics thus obtained, maps have been constructed 
which show fairly accurately the distribution of goitre in these 
countries. Excellent maps of this kind have been published, 
for example, in Switzerland hy Bircher and in France by Baillarger 
and Nivet. In this country, however, there exists no such means 
of obtaining information. 

The alleged causes of endemic goitre may be conveniently 
discussed under the following heads : 

(1 ) Climate and other atmospheric conditions. 

(2) Physical configuration of the soil. 

(S) Geological structure of the soil, and its influence upon 
drinking water. 

(4) Habits of life, exertion, strain, etc. 

(5) Heredity. 

(1) Climate. — That climate has little or no influence upon the 
production of goitre is shown by many facts. Although the 
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disease appears to be, on the whole, most prevalent in temperate 
zones, yet it is by no means limited to them. It has been found 
in extremely cold regions such as the north of Siberia and in 
the Hudson's Bay Territory of North America, and also in 
the ti-opics. My friend Dr. Sidney Davies, late of Cairo, 
informs me that he has seen it among the Egyptians. Accord- 
ing to other observers, it occurs also in the Soudan and in the 
Andes near the equator. It is also well known to be common 
in some of the hottest parts of India. That heat and cold have 
no share in the production of the disease, thei-e can thus be but 
little doubt. 

Some authoi-s have endeavoured to show that the prevalence 
of goitre is dependent upon the amount of rainfall, but I have 
failed to confirm this statement. 

The map published in the Sixth Report of the Rivers Pollution 
Commission shows that in England the annual rainfall is 
gi-eatest in the centre of Devonshire and in the Lake district, 
being over fifty inches in each of these localities. Now the 
neighbourhood to the south-east of Dartmoor is one from which 
I know goitre to be almost entirely absent. Similarly, in the 
neighbourhood of Windermere, goitre is, as I am informed by my 
friend Dr. John Mason, distinctly rare. On the other hand I have 
foimd goitre to Ik common in parts of Buckinghamshire and 
Bedfordshire, where the annual rainfall is less than twenty-five 
inches. Probably the real reason why goitre has been associated 
with excessive rainfall is because it is chiefly in mountainous 
regions that goitre is most common, and it is also on mountains 
that we expect to find the greatest amount of rain. 

Barity of the atmosphere has been assigned as a cause of 
goitre, chiefly also on account of the known prevalence of the 
disease in certain mountainous districts such as the Alps, 
Pyrenees and Himalayas. But here again, closer examination 
shows that it is not to the rarity of the atmosphere that goitre 
is due. In Switzerland it has been shown that in many of the 
highest inhabited parts of the Alps goitre is absent. In this 
country I have not been able to find that the disease bears any 
definite relation to the altitude of the district in which it occurs. 
It has been stated by some that goitre is unknown upon the sea 
coast, but I have myself observed cases among people who lived 
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and had always lived close to the shores of the Burry estuary in 
Glamorganshire. Some of these goitrous people lived but a few 
feet above the sea-level. 

(S) Fhysloal Configuration of the Soil. — Allusion has already 
been made to the prevalence of goitre upon most of the great 
mountain chains of the world. In France, especially, is this 
connection apparently striking. Nivet, in his excellent mono- 
graph upon goitre,* gives for each department of France, the 
number of recruits rejected from military service on account of 
this disease. The four departments for which the figures are 
highest, are Hautes Alpes, Hautes Pyrenees, Aisne and Vosges 
{9-28, 3-33, 2-84. and 2Tt, per thousand, respectively). It is 
worthy of notice that three out of four of these departments 
are occupied, as the very names imply, by well-known mountain 
chains. 

In our own country, too, there are many hilly parts in which 
goitre is common. The Pennine range in Derbyshire and 
other countries in the centre and north of England is well 
known to be a great seat of goitre. Less known, but never- 
theless well marked, is the prevalence of the disease among 
the Cots wo Id Hills of Gloucestei-shira and neighbouring 
countries. 

But on the other band, there are many mountainous countries 
in which goitre is very rare or altogethei- absent. 

One of the best examples that can be adduced of a mountainous 
country almost entirely free from goitre, is Norway. 

In the highlands of Scotland, too, goitre appears to be almost 
miknown. 

It is not, then, the mountainous nature of a country alone 
that causes goitre. If one of the mountainous districts in which 
goitre is prevalent be examined more closely, it will often be 
found that it is only in certain parts of the mountains that the 
disease occurs. Thus in Switzerland, the higher parts of the 
Alps are much less affected than the lower, and, speaking 
generally, it may be said that goitre is mure often found at the 
foot of a hill or mountain than near the summit. 

Bircher of Aarau has constructed, from the military statistics 

of Switzerland, an excellent map showing the exact distribution 

■ Nivet "Traits du Roitre," Paris. 1890. 
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of goitre in every part of that country. It raay be seen from 
this map that in some parts of the country, especially in the 
cantons of Berne and Fribourg, the percentage of goitre is 
eighty or even ninety. Now, the highest gixiund in Switzerland 
is that occupied by the main chain of the Alps ia the southern 
and south-eastern part of the country. But the distnct in 
which goitre is most prevalent is that which lies to the north 
of the Alps, stretching from the canton Fribourg in a north- 
easterly direction towards Lake Constance. 

It has been asserted that goitre is not so prevalent on the 
most exposed parts of mountains, but occui-s rather in the 
valleys upon the slopes of the mountains, and this is to a 
certain extent true. Perhaps, nowhere in the world, is the 
disease so common as it is in some of the deep valleys of North 
Italy, on the southern side of the Alps, in that of Aosta, for 
example. In Savoy, at the western end of the Alps, a similar 
distribution may be noticed. The Rhone valley, especially 
between Brieg and Martigny, is a well-known example. In 
our own country a similar prevalence of goitre in valleys may 
be noticed. Among the Cotswolds, the villages situated in 
valleys appear to be chiefly aftected. 

This marked prevalence of goitre in valleys, and especially 
in the valleys of mountainous regions, has led to a widely 
accepted, but an entirely erroneous theory of the cause of goitre, 
namely, that it is due to want of air and sunshine. 

At first sight, the theory seems plausible enough. No one 
who has visited the valleys in Switzerland, in which goitre is so 
prevalent, can have failed to notice that many of them are deep, 
narrow, and gloomy. 

But if the depth, the nan-owness, and the gloominess, of 
valleys and the consequent lack of air and sunshine in them, 
were the real cause of the goitre, then we ought to find the 
disease prevalent in all similar valleys in other parts of the 
world. Norway may be cited as a country in which such valleys 
abound. Yet evidence is quite wanting to show that goitre is 
at all common there. In the course of four visits to the westem 
parts of Norway, I failed to see a single case of goitre. 

Again, if want of air and sunshine were the cause of goitre, 
the disease ought to be common among printers and others 
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whose occupations often compel them to work at night in 
crowded and ill-ventilated work-rooms. 

Miners, too, tan hardly be supposed to get their full share of 
sunshine and of good air. But inquiry among them has not 
shown that they are particularly liable to the disease." 

The horses, too, that work for years in mines, and never see a 
ray of sunshine, are not especially liable to the disease. Yet 
horses, as well as other animals, are, like man, subject to goitre, 
in districts where it is prevalent. 

Some of our text-books state that goitre is especially common 
in the overcrowded and poorer parts of our great cities, but the 
statement does not rest upon any solid foundation of fact. 
Indeed, it may confidently be asserted that in the east end of 
London, as well as in the poorer parts of most of the largest 
English towns, goitre, is not nearly so common as it is in many 
country villages situated far more favourably as regards pure 
air and sunshine. 

In the village of Chacombe, in Northamptonshire, I found 
numerous cases of goitre. This village is situated in a moi-e or 
less sheltered hollow among the hills, and it might be supposed 
that its position alone was the cause of the goitre. But a mile 
away is a farmhouse situated upon the very top of the hill, in 
an exposed and open situation ; in this house several members 
of one family have suffered from goitre ; one of them actually 
died from suffocation caused by the disease. 

A similar example is afforded by the village of Oberbalm in 
the canton of Berae. Here the percentage of goitre among 
the recraits is twenty-three. The village is situated near the 
top of a hill ; on the very summit is a farmhouse ; among the 
inhabitants who had always lived in it during the whole of their 
lives, I found well-mai'ked goitre. So exposed is the situation 
of this farm, that from it I could see, on the one side, the 
glaciers of the Bernese Oberland, forty miles away, while in the 
opposite direction was visible the equally distant range of the 
Jura in France. 

Were it necessary to do so, many more similar examples 

" It should be remembered that some DiineB naturally exist in goitrous 
. iti«trict«, aa in the carboniferous limestone regions of Derbyshire and Yorkshire 
and that in these regions we find goitre just ae coDiinon aniong miners as 
among other inhabitants of the same diatricta, but not more ao. 
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might be cited, pointing towards the fact that endemic goitre 
may be found in elevated and exposed situations, where good 
air and sunshine are abundant. 

It seems clear that, although certain valleys contain a great 
deal of goitre, yet the disease is quite absent from others which 
are equally deep, narrow, and gloomy, equally devoid of pure 
air and sunshine. 

(3) O«ol<^oal Structure of the Soil in relation to goitre. — 
The true explanation of the association of goitre with hilb and 
valleys is to be found, I believe, not in the mere exteiiial con- 
figuration of the ground but in its geolojfical structure and the 
influence which this has upon the drinking water of the district. 

Water which has percolated thi-ough thick masses of pervious 
■ and more or less soluble rock contains, cwteris paribus, more 
mineral constituents than water which has not done so. Hence 
water issuing at the foot of a hill composed of such rock is 
likely to contain a considerable quantity of mineral matter. 
The nature and quantity of the minerals will naturally depend 
upon the nature and solubility of the constituents of the 
rock, 

'ITie close connection between goitre and limestone was pointed 
out long ago, MacClelland especiallyhas brought forward striking 
facts to illustrate this point.* 

Now it is in limestone and sandstone districts especially that 
we meet with deep and narrow valleys. At the foot of a great 
mountain chain we generally find extensive deposits of these 
rocks, the upper parts of the mountains being often composed 
of granite, gneiss, and other crystalline rocks. Such is the 
striictiu« of the Alps. The mountain streams descending 
rapidly from the higher levels will generally cut deep and 
narrow valleys in the limestones and sandstonea which they 
meet, and thus are formed the typical valleys in which goitre is 
most abundant. When the valleys occur among rocks which do 
not readily allow of percolation and solution such as those in the 
West of Norway there we find that goitre is not common in 
them. 

A vast amount of work has been done by those who have 
laboured to trace a causal connection between goitre and 

* " Obaerviitions on Goilre." TruHi. M. and Pliyr. .%,c. Ciiloiitia, 183*, vii. 
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geology. That there is a more or less direct connection cannot, 
I think, be denied. If a comparison be made of two maps of 
Switzerland, one geological, the other showing the distribution 
of goitre, it cannot fail to be observed that the area over which 
goitre' is most common corresponds roughly with the region of 
that great deposit of sandstones, marls and limestones known as 
the molasse. Further, it is especially upon the marine molasse 
that the disease is seen to be most plentiful, although there 
are also other deposits upon which it occurs. It is scarcely 
possible to resist the conclusion that in Switzerland at least, 
there must be an intimate causal connection between goitre and 
the geological nature of the soil upon which it is found, and 
that the marine molasse is one at least of the geological formations 
that give rise to goitre. 

The conclusions arrived at by Bircher who has studied the 
subject very carefully in Switzerland are as follows : 

(1 ) Goitre occurs only upon marine deposits and especially 
upon the marine sediments of the palfeozoic, triassic and tertiaiy 
periods. 

(2) Free from goitre are eruptive rocks, the crystalline i-ocks 
of the Archaean group, the sediments of the Jurassic, cretaceous 
and post-tertiary seas as well as all fresh water deposits. 

With these conclusions I am on the whole disposed to t^^ree, 
although as far as England is concerned, it is not coiTect to 
assert that Jurassic and cretaceous rocks are wholly free from 
goitre. Endemic goitre does undoubtedly occur upon both 
these formations, although somewhat sparsely, especially as far 
as the chalk is concerned. 

It may be well to point out that in investigating the relation 
of geology to goitre, care should be taken to bear the following 
facts in mind. 

Geological formations are classified according to the period at 
which they were formed and not necessarily accordingly to their 
chemical composition or mineralogical stnicture. Hence two 
rocks totally diiferent in composition may bear the same 
geological name. It would obviously be wrong to draw conclu- 
sions from them i-especting goitre, as if they were the same. 

On the other hand sometimes even lai^ formations such as 
the chalk are tolerably uniform in composition and structure 
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over wide areaj), and these ai-e particularly well suited for 
pui'poses of investigation. 

Again, the occurrence or not of goitre upon a particular 
formation depends not merely upon the formation but upon the 
water supplying the people who live upon it. Thus a village 
may be seated upon soil nob usually the seat of goitre and may 
yet he affected with the disease. The converse is equally true ; 
a village or town situated in a goitrous district upon rocks 
usually associated with the disease may remain exempt if it 
derives its water supply from some distant source, from rocks 
not associated with the disease. 

Again, the drinking water supplying any particular village or 
district may he derived from some very deep seated source quite 
unconnected with the i-ocks at the surface. In this case, if the 
watei- be such as will produce goiti'e, it matters not in the least 
whether the surface rocks are or are not those on which the 
disease is usually found. Great care must therefore be taken 
lest erroneous conclusions be drawn." 

The relation between geology and water supply is an exceed- 
ingly complex subject and is especially complicated in our own 
country in which so many different geological formations occur, 
few of them occupying any very extensive i-egion.f 

Gedogkal and geographical distribution of goitre in England 
and Waks.\ 

The extent to which goiti'e is associated with each of the 
geological foi-mations of England will now be briefly discussed. 
The various geological formations will be iaken in descending 
order. 

The tertiary rooks of England occur in two areas forming the 

* I cannot help UilnkinK that Bome harm has been dolus by those, who, 
nithoiit any practical knowledge o£ geology, have drawn haaty concluaione from 
the simple comparigon of surface geologicul niapx, and maps showing distribu- 
tion of goitre, wiithout taking aufficient cnre to consider whence the water 
supply is derived. 

t The subject has been investigated by the Rivers Pollution Cotnmisuon 
from whose sixth Report I have derived much valuable information. I am 
alHo considerably indebted to De Ranee's "Water-supply of England and Wales," 
Woodward's "Geology of England and Wales," and several other books on 
Hi in liar subjects. 

X The following atTount of the distribution of goitre in these countries does 
not pretend to be complete ; concerning many large areas I have at present no 
infannation at all. 
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London and Hampshire basins. Taking tlie former first, the 
disease occure very sparingly over the Bagshot sands in some of 
the villages between Aldershot and Chertsey, for example at 
Windlesham, Bagshot and Pirbright. In Essex it does not 
occur at Loughton or Chigwell, nor in the neighbourhoods of 
Harwich, Colchester or Chelmsfoi-d. 

In the Hampshire basin, it is said to occur at Romsey, but it 
is certainly absent from the neighbourhoods of Lyraington, Poole 
and Bournemouth. 

Over the extensive region of the chalk, goitre appears to 
prevail to a very slight extent but tolerably uniformly. I have 
found a few cases near Hatfield, Hitchin and Hadham in Hert- 
fordshire, and at Luton in Bedfordshire, and I have been informed 
that the disease occurs to a slight extent at villages in the north 
of Essex (Sible Hedingham, Wethersfield) and on the lioi-ders of 
Suffolk, especially in parts of the valley of the Stour (Cavendish 
Melford, Sudbury and Nayland). It has been asserted that part 
of Norfolk is affected. Some of the villages a tew miles to the 
west of Swaffham ai-e however certainly not affected. I am 
informed that goitre occurs also upon the chalk in the neighbour- 
hood of Driffield in Yorkshire. In the villages situated upon 
the chalk of the North Downs there is very little goitre and the 
same may be said of those upon the South Downs. The chalk 
is the soui'ce of such an abundant water supply that it is worth 
while to draw attention to the rarity of goitre in connection 
with it, especially as some text-bnoks even now assert that it b 
especially prevalent in the " chalky parts of England." 

Coming next to the upper greensand and gault which under- 
lie the chalk and come to the surface as a comparatively narrow 
band, extending from Devonshire to Yorkshire and also skirting 
the Weald district of Kent, Surrey and Sussex, we find that goiti-e 
is rarely present upon either of these rocks. The lower green- 
sand area, on the contrary, is one upon which I have found a 
considerable amount of goitre. In the south of Bedfordshire it 
forms the low sandy hills in the neighbourhood of Ampthill, 
itself a known seat of the disease. I have seen cases at Aspley 
Guise, Ridgmount and Wobum — all villages in this neighbour- 
hood. Examination of the books of the Bedfoid Infirmary* 
■ Kindly underlaken fi>r nie by my friend Dr. Skelding' of Bedford. 
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showed that a considerable proportion of the cases of goitre 
treated there came from these villages and from others such as 
Moulsoe, Eversholt, and Maulden, all similarly situated. I have 
been unable to find any goitre in many of the villages situated 
upon lower greensand in the south of Surrey, but it is said to 
occur at Haslemere. 

With regard to the Wealden area, goitre appears to be 
tolerably common over the centi*al and more hilly parts. 

Several ca^s came under my notice at Cuckfield, and I have 
heard of many othei-s from other parts of the same area. I have 
reasons for believing that the disease is distributed tolerably 
uniformly, although not very thickly, over the whole of the 
central (Hastings sand) area of the Weald. I have been told 
that it is common at Horsham, but I have not personally 
examined this district. Villages situated upon the Weald clay 
appear to be slightly affected. I found several cases at Hadlow, 
and in neighbouring villages. From a similar district further to 
the east, a small number of cases have been reported to me. I 
have made personal inquiries at most of the villages on the tract 
of country extending from near Eastbourne to Steyning, immedi- 
ately north of the South Downs. These villages are situated 
upon greensands, gault and Weald clay. I saw no cases of 
goitre and heard of only an occasional one here and there. 
Those of the inhabitants who knew what goitre was agreed in 
saying it was much commoner further north in the Hastings 
sands oi-ea. 

Underlying the cretaceous strata, and appearing on the 
surface in this country to the west and to the north-west of these 
i-ocks, comes the great senes of the oolites. It has been stated 
by most of Ihose who have written upon the subject of the 
distribution of goitre in England that goitre does not occur 
upon the oolites, except at Helmsley in Yorkshire. My own 
experience does not lead me to endorse this statement. I have 
on the contrary found that goitre is tolerably common upon 
certain members of the oolite series, and is especially frequent 
in the villages situated just at the junction of the oolites with 
the lias. 

In Somersetshire it is prevalent at Chinnocks, Stoke-under- 
Ham, and Chiselborough ; the latter village has long been noted 
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as a seat of cretinisni. Further north I have found it at Corton 
Denham and neighbouring villages. It is said to be common at 
Wooton-under-Edge in Gloucestershire. I have seen many 
cases at and near Stroud,* and in manyof the villages situated on 
the oolites to the east of Cheltenham. Still further east I found 
that in many of the villages i-ound Northleach,* as well as in 
Northleach itself, the disease was common. In Yorkshire it is 
known to occur at Helmsley and I have been informed that it is 
found also in several villages to the east of Easingwold. I have 
seen a few cases near Malton. 

The next formation that we have to consider is the liaa. The 
upper members of this series lie immediately under the oolites, 
and goitre occurs in numerous villages alreudy mentioned, just 
at the junction of the two formations, being most common 
apparently upon the sands that are now considered to be the 
lowest members of the oolites-f Upon the middle lias, the 
disease, so far as my observations extend, is less common. 

I have found a few scattered cases to the west of Chiselborough 
. and Stoke-under- Ham. 

In the south of Northamptonshire and the neighbouring parts 
of Warw ickshire, in districts where the oolites are absent, I have 
nevertheless found a considerable amount of goitre. The village 
of Chacombe, where goitre is decidedly prevalent, rests upon 
marlstone (middle lias). The Warwickshire villages of Warm- 
ington and Avon Dassett, where the disease prevails to a slight 
extent, are situated at the foot of hills of similar rock. My 
friend Dr. Bernard Rice has kindly examined the outpatient 
books of the Wharnclifie Hospital in that town, in oi-der to 
aiicertain the distribution of the disease in that neighbourhood. 
He found that out of twenty-two cases that had come from 
surrounding villages, no lewer than eighteen came fi-om the 
liassic district to the east and south-east of I>eamington. On 
the other side of the town is the new red sandstone, and only 
four cases came from this district. A village in which the dis- 
ease appears to be especially prevalent is Napton, situated at the 

' Two of the pattenU upon whom I have operated for goitre had alwaji lived 
within a few miles of Stroud and a third came from the neighbourhood of 
Sorthleach. 

-;■ H. B. Woodward, "Geology of England and Wales," 1887, p. 287. 
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foot of a hill of marlstone, underlaid and surrounded by lower 
lias clay and limestone. 

So far as I can judge, this district appears to be fairly typical 
of the disti'ibution of goitre upon the lower lias. The disease is 
either absent altogether or is thinly diifused over it. It must 
not be forgotten, however, that in many parts of England, as 
for example in the neighbourhood of Cheltenham, the lias is 
thickly overlaid with drift oolite, not marked upon an ordinary 
geological map. The water supply in such regions is frequently 
derived from shallow wells in this drift and not from the lias 
at all. 

Upon the trlaaalo division of the new red sandstone, goitre 
appears to occur very sparingly if at all. At Westbury-upon- 
Sevem, situated upon this rock near the lias, I could not hear of 
any. From the region of the triaasic rocks of South Derbyshire, 
it appears to be almost absent — at least such is the case at 
Findevn, Newton Solney, Foremark and Repton, according to 
information supplied to me by Dr. Cronk and from personal 
inquiries made in this district. 

Its scarcity upon the trias to the west of Leamington has 
already been mentioned. Over the large area in which this rock 
comes to the surface in Nottinghamshire, the disease appears to 
occur but rarely. 

The lower division of the new red sandstone is the Permian, 
often known as the niagnesian limestone because a large pro- 
portion of its rocks is composed of that material. It occui-s in 
this country chiefly as a narrow band extending from North- 
umherland to Nottinghamshire. 

It has long been a favourite belief that magnesian limestone 
is especially associated with goitre, but I doubt whether there 
is much truth in this. In part of the magnesian limestone 
area of Nottinghamshire I found goitre to be distinctly rare. 
In other parts it appears to be less common than upon the 
carboniferous limestone. It is said to be common in the 
neighbourhood of Knaresborough, in Yorkshire. I ought to 
mention that the term " magnesian limestone" is used geologi- 
cally, to denote a large series of marls, sandstones, and lime- 
stones, and that it consists by no means wholly of magnesian 
limestone in the chemical or mineralogical sense of the word. 
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Magnesian limestone — using the term in the latter sense — is 
found in other rocks besides those of the Permian series. 

The next series of rocks that engages our attention is the 
carboniferous. At the top of this series come the coal meaaures, 
and upon them goitre appears to occur to a moderate extent. The 
counties best known to me in which this formation occurs are 
Derbyshire and Yorkshire, and in both of them I found that 
goiti-e was fairly common upon the coal measures. I have also 
found it near Llanelly in Glamorganshire. The millstone grit, 
on the contrary, appears to be much more free from the disease. 
I have been informed that at Ilkley goitre docs not occur in 
places upon, or supplied by water from this formation, whereas 
on the carboniferous limestone not far away, the disease is not 
uncommon. 

At the Saltaire Hospital in one year, out of 780 patients 
applying for treatment only four did so on account of goitre. 

At Cha pel-en -le-Frith, in Derbyshire, I was informed that 
cases of goitre were more often seen in the districts to the south- 
east of the town, where the carboniferous limestone prevails, 
than in other districts where millstone gi'it and Yoredale rocks 
are found. I was also told that since the introduction of a new 
water supply from the millstone grit goitre has become less 
common. 

It has been stated that goitre is common in the Peak district 
of Derbyshire, where the rocks consist chiefly of millstone grit 
and Yoredale rocks (grits, sandstones and shales with thin earthy 
limestones). Upon inquiry at Castleton, upon the southern 
edge of this district, I was assured that goitre was much Jess 
prevalent in the Peak district than on the carboniferous lime- 
stones further south. The millstone grit formation is the source 
of watei- supply to so many of the towns ia the north of England 
le absence of goitre from it becomes a matter of consider- 
iportance. 

carboniferous limeatoae regions of England have been 
)ed as a very hotbed of goitre, and I am inclined to believe 
lis is a tolerably accurate statement. Over the whole of 
ea in Derbyshire, but especially along the eastern border 
found numerous eases, for example, in the neighbourhoods 
Qiford, Matlock, Youlgreave, Bakewell, Baslow, and Stony 
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Middleton. The same may be said of the region on the north 
side of Ashbourne, and I am told that the disease is also common 
over the similar districts in the east of Staffordshire. 

In Somersetshire it occurs, I am informed, upon this forma- 
tion at Clevedon, and I have heai-d of a number of cases upon 
vaiious parts of the carboniferous limestone of the Mendip Hills. 
In Northumberland, on the other hand, it appears to be less 
common, but it is worth noticing that, in the north of England, 
this formation loses its markedly calcareous character and is 
represented largely by sandstones and shales. In the Forest of 
Dean goitre is said to be common, but I do not know whether 
upon the carboniferous limestone or upon the other rocks of this 
region. 

With regard to the occurrence of goitre upon Devonian and 
old red Bandstone i-ocks, my information is chiefly of a negative 
character, but such information as I have tends to show that the 
disease occurs but rarely upon either of them. At Ilfracombe 
and probably over the north of Devonshire generally, goitre does 
not occur. The same mt^y be said of the western extremity of 
Somersetshire. I am informed also that in the neighbourhood 
of Talgai-th, in Brecknockshire, the disease is not prevalent. 

Of the Silurian and Cambrian and pre-Cambrian rocks which 
form so large a portion of Wales, I have scarcely any practical 
knowledge, and consequently cannot say much about the occur- 
rence or otherwise of goitre upon them. The little information 
I have obtained, however, tends to show that here also goitre is 
rare. In Anglesea, for example, I am informed that goitre does 
not occur at all in the north-west portion in the neighbourhood 
of Amlwch, and is probably absent from the whole island. With 
regard to granite and other igneous I'ocks, I believe that they 
are free from goitre ; at least, I have never heard of any goitre 
upon them, and those districts of them that I have been able to 
examine, such as Widdicombe on Dartmoor, are quite devoid 
of the disease. 

From the foregoing it will be seen that goitre is distributed 
over a very large surface of this country. Its coincidence every- 
where with calcareous rocks, which are also very widely dis- 
tributed in England, is one of the most marked features of its 
distribution. It is not only upon limestone but also upon 
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calcareous sandstones that goitre is found. Whether it ever 
occurs as an endemic disease upon non-calcareous rocks is at least 
doubtful. The igneous, metamorphic, Cambrian, Silurian, 
Devonian, Yoredale, and millstone grit rocks, and some of the 
non -calcareous parts of the coal measures and tertiaries, appear 
to be mainly free from the disease. 

Now, speaking generally, the water derived from these rocks, 
whether it be upland surface water or spring water, or deep well 
water, difters considei-ably from water derived from most of the 
other rocks in containing a smaller quantity of mineral matter 
and in being less hard. Of eighty-one samples of upland surface 
water derived from metamorphic, Cambrian, Silurian and 
Devonian rocks, the Rivers Pollution Commission found that 
the average total solid impurity was only 5.1S parts per 100,000 
(or 3^ grains per gallon). The average hardness was only S'5. 
Water from the Yoredale, millstone grit and non -calcareous 
portions of the coal measui-es and tertiary rocks, although con- 
taining rather more total solid impurity than water fi-om the 
preceding, is nevei-theless on the whole fairly soft, and contains 
rather less total solid impurity than that from the more 
calcareous rocks. 

That there is a general connection between goitre and the 
amount of mineral matter in the drinking-water, and its hard- 
ness, there seems good reason to believe. But that many 
waters contain a large amount of such mineral matter, and are 
very hard, and yet do not produce goitre, seems also to be true. 
Convei-sely, I believe that in a few instances I have found 
that a goitre-producing water was not particularly hard. Thus 
in one of the Derbyshire villages I found that a water which 
apparently produced goiti-e had not more than 7" of 
hardness. 

But it is probable that goitre-producing waters always contain 
a large amount of total solid impuiHty, although the impurity 
may not necessarily he such as to render the water very hard. 
This statement appears to be, on the whole, confirmed by 
published analyses of goitriferous watei-s in Switzerland and 
France. 

As the chief hardening ingredients of water are bicarbdnates 
and sulphates of lime and magnesia, it is not unnatural that 

Digilized by Google 



ENDEMIC GOITRE. 65 

these salts should have been considered to be the cause of 'goitre. 
But examination of numerous water analyses have failed to con- 
linn these theories. 

Another ingredient which is by many believed to be the 
essential cause of goitre is iron. 

This view has received the strong support of St. Lager, whose 
elaborate researches compel one to receive with much respect 
any opinion that he has expressed. At fii-st sight the occurrence 
of goitre upon many ferruginous sands, such as those of the 
lower greensaiid, the Weald, and part of the oolite districts, 
lends support to this view. But, on the other hand, I examined 
in Derbyshire numerous samples of water which undoubtedly 
produced goitre ; in the majority of these no iron whatever was 
found, in others only tiie faintest possible trace. Other 
observers, too, have tested for iron, with simitar negative 
results. 

It should be remembered that in drawing conclusions as to 
the cause or otherwise of goitre by iron, care should be taken 
not to pay too much attention to the mei-e presence or absence 
of this metal in the rocks upon which goitre is found. A rock 
may abound in a particular metal, but it does not follow that 
the water percolating that rock will contain any of the metal, 
unless the latter happen to exist in a soluble form, which is 
often not the case. 

As regards metallic impurities other than iron, but more or 
less allied to it chemically, it is not impossible that one or more 
of them may be found to be the essential cause of goitre, but 
proof of this is quite wanting ; on the contrary the evidence we 
possess tends to point in the opposite direction. 

The suggestion that the cause of goitre may be some organic 
impurity of water has, within the last few years especially, 
attracted a good deal of attention, and i-eceived a certain 
amount of support. 

Professor Klebs* has examined microscopically the water 

taken from springs in goiti-ous districts of Salzburg and 

Bohemia, and has appai-ently found in it numerous micro-organ- 

bms, chiefly Infusoria. He believes that certain forms called 

• E. Kleba, " Ueber die Uranche dea Kropfes," Frag, vied. Wvchenacki:, 1S77, 
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naviculee are the essential cause of goitre. Bircher, foltoning 
Klebs, has made mtci-oscopical examinations of the water derived 
&om diffei-ent geological formations in the neighbourhood of 
Aamu. He examined waters from springs in the molaase, Jurassic, 
triassic, and crystalline rocks, and found various forms of 
diatoms in them. But they were not found equally in all the 
waters. Some of them occurred only in waters from a particular 
formation. Thus in waters from granitic areas, and from the 
Jurassic and upper fresh water molasse, he found meridion to be 
extremely plentiful. But in water derived from the trias and 
from marine molasse, it was absent, or nearly so. On the other 
hand, eucyonema was found abundantly in waters from the 
formations on which goitre prevails, while it was absent from 
those fixtm the Jurassic and granitic areas, which are fi'ee from 
the disease. Bircher expressly states that he does not maintain 
that any of these ot^nisms are necessarily the cause of goitre. 
He simply relates the fact that different kinds of diatoms were 
found in waters derived from different geological formations. 

Besides the above-mentioned forms of diatom, Bircher 
describes a form of rod shaped micro-organism that he found in 
waters from goitrous districts, but not in waters taken from 
regions in which the disease is not prevalent. He found them 
in the waters of Asp, Oeschgen, Eiken, Mumpf and Habsbui^ 
on the trias ; also in those of Buchs, Aarau, Griinichen, Suhr, 
and Brugg on marine molasse : they were most numerous in two 
springs at Buchs{close to Aarau); heregoitre is extremely common. 
Biin:her has searched, without success, for these rod-shaped bodies 
in the contents of two goitrous cysts in young people. 

That goitre can be produced by water has, I think, been 
shown by experiments that have accidentally been carried out aa 
a large scale upon man himself. I refer to the outbreaks of 
so-called epidemic goitre that have been so often recorded. For 
example, a regiment of young soldiers has been quartered in a 
village, and after a few months, or even weeks, a very large 
proportion of the men have become goitrous. A town or 
village has received a new wat«r supply, and shortly afterw^tls 
goitre has broken out in a large number of the inhabitants. 
Conversely, a village affected with goitre has changed its water 
supply, and goitre has ceased to occur. On the continent there 
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are noted goitre wells to which young men resort who wish to 
obtain exemption from military service. After drinking the 
water from these wells for a few weeks, they acquire goitres 
sufficiently large to enable them to obtain their wish," Bircher f 
mentions several springs near Aarau which have a local reputa- 
tion for producing goitre in those who diink of their waters. 
One of these is at the village of Asp ; another is at Bliren. At 
the latter place five children in one family who drank from this 
spring all became affected with goitre. 

In districts where goitre is common, not only man himself 
but also many of the lower snimals become affected with the 
disease. It has been observed in dogs, cats, horses, cows, pigs, 
sheep, goats, antelopes, camels and "many other animals. 
Cretinism, too, which always exists where goitre is prevalent, 
has been noticed among some of the lower animals. 

Various attempts have been made to produce goitre artificially 
in the lower animals. 

More than thirty years ago, St. Lager carried out a series of 
experiments in this direction. He began by feeding two dogs 
with sulphate of lime and carbonate of magnesia ; this experi- 
ment was earned on for six months with a negative result. His 
next series of experiments was upon guinea-pigs, which he fed 
for several months with salts of various metals mixed with the 
animals' oi'dinary food. He does not state exactly what salts 
were used, but the results were negative. He then tried feeding 
mice with metallic sulphides and sulphates ; after three months, 
slight swelling of the thyroid was noticed in three of them ; 
these three had been fed upon sulphide and sulphate of iron. 
Encouraged by this apparent success, he tried sulphate of iron 
again upon a dog, giving several centigrammes a day. At the 
end of four months, he thought that the thyroid had increased 
in size, but says that it was not prominent enough to deserve 
the name of goitre. St. Lager alhides to other experiments 
which had been performed by Bouchardat, with lime and mag- 
nesia, and by Maumene with fluoride of sodium, but in neither 
case with any marked success. 

* Further details upon thix xubject may he found in the ^Inhorati; (rentinea of 
St. LtiRer, Bmllanrer. Nivet, Hirsch, Bireher and others, 
t Op. eit. p. 128. 
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Bircher experimented upon five puppies three months old, 
feeding them upon condensed milk diluted with water taken 
from the spring in which Bircher found his characteristic micro- 
organisms. At the end of five months, the animals were killed 
and it was found that their thyroids had not undergone any 
enlargement. 

Another series of experiments was carried on in 1890, for 
nine months, by my brother, Mr. Edwai-d E. Beriy, F.C.S., and 
myself. We took four sets of guinea-pigs. To the first set we 
gave a mixture of various salts of lime, magnesia, potash, and 
soda ; the salts chosen were those obtained by the analysis of 
waters from two districts in Auvergne where nineteen and ten 
per cent, respectively of the male population are affected with 
goitre. To the second set we gave sulphate of lime only ; to the 
third carbonate of iron in the form of saccharated carbonate. 
The fourth set formed simply a control series of experiments 
and received nothing but their ordinary food and drink. The 
animals were all weighed accurately every few weeks, and the 
doses of salts regulated in proportion to the weights of the 
animals. After death each thyroid gland was weighed accurately 
and subsequently examined microscopically. The results were 
entirely negative as far as the production of goitre is concerned, 
but they tend at least to show that neither sulphate nor carbonate 
of lime, nor carbonate of magnesia, nor cai-bonate of iron is 
capable of producing goitre in guinea-pigs," 

Lustig and Carle have published some intei'esting and careful 
experiments upon the artificial production of goitre in the lower 
animals.f They made use of water from certain infected parts of 
thevalleyofAosta in Nm-th Italy. The subjects of the experiments 
were a young horse and several dogs. The horse after drinking 
for several weeks water suspected of being capable of producing 
goitre, developed a slowly progressive and perfectly evident 
swelling of one thyroid. This was removed by operation and 
the experiment with water was continued. After some weeks 
the remaining thyroid became still larger. After the adminis- 

* Further details of these eiperiments will be fouod in the Britiiih Medical 
Journal for June 13, 1891. 

f "Sull •'1 liilcRia del gozzo endemico." Lustig e Carle, Giom. d.B. Aerad.d, 
i»eil. di IhnU'; 131H), p. BKS-TIT. 
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tration of this water had ceased, the size of the thyroid gradually 
diminished until eventually the swelling could no longer be felt. 

Thirteen dogs, mostly young, were given water from the 
Butbier stream, a suspected source of goitre. In one of these 
and perhaps in another, some swelling of the thyroid was 
produced. From the first of these animals the enlarged left 
thyroid was then removed and the experiment continued. A 
month later the right thyroid was visibly enlarged. The ad- 
ministration of natural Buthier water was then discontinued 
and the same water freed from bacteria was given instead. 1'he 
result was that the swelling gradually diminished and finally 
became imperceptible. In some of the thirteen animals, swelling 
of the lymphatic glands was noticed and in some of them diarrhoea 
occurred. 

Ten yoimg and healthy dogs treated solely with Buthier 
water, boiled and filtered, did not show any alteration in their 
thyroids. A young puppy bom in an infected region, and the 
subject of a considerable goiti-e, was removed to a region free 
from the disease. Water supposed to be capable of producing 
goitre was given to it and the goitre became larger; the ad- 
ministration was discontinued in favour of filtered water and the 
goitre disappeared completely. 

These experiments, if confirmed, tend to prove that goitre 
can be produced artificially by the administration of certain 
waters. Further, boiling and filtration seem to deprive the 
water of its goitre-producing elements. 

Further experiments in the same direction and upon a larger 
number of animals are however necessary before they can be 
considered conclusive. The authors themselves seem fully aware 
of this and speak with praiseworthy hesitation. 

Dr. Grasset • has recently stated that the cause of goitre is to 
be found in certain htematozoa which he has found in the blood 
of patients recently affected with the disease. This micro- 
organism is said to resemble Lavaran's hasmatozoon found in 
ague, but difFei's from it in certain minor details. Grasset's 
observations ai-e interesting but require confirmation. 

(4) Habits of Life, Exertion, Strain, eto. — A popular theory 
attributes goitre to violent muscular exertion such as carrying 

* La France Midieale, July IS, 18il8, and Glaigoic .Medical Journal, Jan. 1899. 
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weights on the head, straining, coughing, and blowing wind 
instruments. It is at least doubtful whether any of these 
habits ever cause enlatgement of a previously healthy gland. 

The habit of carrying weights on the head is common in 
many countries where goitre exists and also in many where it 
does not. The disease frequently shows itself in quite young 
chUdren who have never carried upon their heads anything 
heavier than a hat. I have several times examined large numbers 
of school children in affected districts* and found a considerable 
proportion of them affected with the disease. The occurrence 
of the disease in the lower animals is another proof that carrying 
weights on the head is not the cause of goitre. 

It is possible that although muscular exertion does not itself 
produce goitre it may aggravate the disease. A thyroid gland 
already somewhat enlarged may be injuriously pressed upon by 
violent action of the muscles of the neck. In this manner 
extravasations of blood within the gland may be produced and 
cysts may be formed. Nearly all very large goitres contain 
cysts, and it is possible that some of them may have onginated 
in the manner described. 

Intermarriage as a cause of goitre is hutlly worthy of serious 
discussion. Intermarriage is doubtless common in many isolated 
villages where goitre abounds but is equally noticeable in many 
similar villages where the disease is quite unknown. 

(5) Heredity is supposed by many to play an important part 
in the causation of goitre. Undoubtedly goitre is often found 
to occur in many members of one family. Numerous instances 
in which every member of a family was affected with goitre 
have been found by myself both in Switzerland and in this 
country ; also many instances of goitre existing for generations 
in the same family. 

But such lacts, however numerous they may be, do not ailbrd 
proof that mere heredity is in any way responsible for the 
disease. There is good reason to believe that the cause that 
produced the disease in one member of a family caused it in 
all the others. It is well known that the apparent heredity 
of goitre is most marked in places where the endemicity is 
highest. 

* e.g., lit Trioni in N. Italy, nnd at Chigelborough in Somereetehire. 
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In order to place beyond dispute the hereditary nature of 
goitre, it must be shown that the goitre in the child is not due 
to the influence of the same exciting causes that produced it ia 
the parent. It is obvious that so long as we are in doubt as to 
the exact nature of the goitre-producing poison, so long will it 
be difficult to prove definitely that the disease is cr is not 
hereditary. Nevertheless the evidence that we at present possess 
tends to show that heredity ought not to be considered as one 
of the probable causes of goitre. Although mere heredity 
i»innot be considered to be a cause of goitre, it is conceivable 
that some hereditary tendency may render a person more suscep- 
tible to the influence of the goitre-producing poison, butthei-e 
is little or no evidence of this. 

Summing up, there can be no doubt that climatic and atmo- 
spheric conditions have little or no share in the causation of 
goitre. That want of air and sunshine has absolutely nothing 
whatever to do with it is equally certain. Habits, such as 
carrying weights on the head, violent exertion and the like, play 
but a secondary part in the pi-oduction of the disease. That 
heredity is a cause of goitre is extremely doubtful. Intermarriage 
has certainly no share in its causation. 

That there exists some definite relation between endemic 
goitre and some poison in the soil upon which it is found is 
tolembly clear, and there can be no doubt that in the vast 
majority of cases drinking water is the vehicle by means of 
which that poison obtains access to the body. Such water is 
usually, if not always, derived from calcai'eous soUd, but it is 
probable that the goitre- producing poison is not a salt of lime 
or magnesia. It has not yet been proved satisfactorily that any 
salt of iron is the essential constituent. The same may be stxid 
of micro-organisms. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SYMPTOMS AND DIAGNOSIS OF THYROID ENLARGE- 
MENTS—PHYSICAL SIGNS. 

Mobility — Shape — Siae — Position with regard to mueclea, great veaselB, 
steTDum — PuleatioD — Dlsgnosis from aneurism — Consistence — 
Pressure effects, on veins, recurreDt laryngeal nerve, sympathetic, 
cervical and brachial plexuses, larynx and trachea, (esophagus and 
pharynx. 

The thyroid gland may be the seat of various diseases, each of 
which has some characters peculiar to itself. Iliere are many 
characters, however, which ai-e more or less common to all forms 
of enlargement of this organ. 

These will be discussed in this and in the following 
chapter. 

Id most cases it is not a difficult matter to determine whether 
a given swelling in the neck does or does not belong to the 
thyroid. Occasionally, however, the most miurked characteristics 
of a thyroid swelling are absent, or are closely simulated by other 
conditions, and thus mistakes may occur. 

The diagnosis of an enlargement of the thyroid is made partly 
by examination of the physical signs of the swelling itself and 
partly by the pressure effects which it exerts upon surrounding 
structures. To a very small extent the effect of the disease 
upon the function of the gland may produce signs and symptoms 
which are of some help in diagnosis. 

Physical Signa. — Among these we have to consider, (1) 
Mobility; (3) Shape; (3) Size; (4) Position; (5) Pulsation ; (6) 
Consistence, 

(1) Mobility. — Owingto the close connection already described 
which exists between the larynx and the thyroid gland, the 
latter follows the former in all its movements. Hence one of the 
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most important signs of a thyroid tumour is that it rises and 
/alU vtith the larynx and trachea during deglutition. 

In the great majority of cases the presence of this sign alone 
is sufficient to enable ustoformaeorrect diagnosis ofthe thyroid 
nature ofthe swelling under examination. Care must be taken, 
however, not to rely too implicitly in all cases upon this sign 
only. For there are two sources of fallacy with regard to it, 
that may lead to mistakes. 

In the first place a swelling which is not of thyroid origin 
may pi'esent the above sign ; and in the second place one which 
is really thyroid may not present it. 

The cases which come into the former category are fortunately 
rare ; and most of them are generally easily distinguished, 
because the tumour will be found not to occupy exactly the same 
situation as a tumour of the thyroid. 

Such are cysts of the subhyoidean region which lie in the 
middle line on a level with the upper border of the thyroid 
cartilt^. It is possible that a very lai^ cyst of this kind might 
be mistaken for a tumour of the upper horn, or of the pyramid 
of the thyroid, but its high situation in the middle line would 
almost invariably be quite enough to distinguish it.* 

In 1893 I saw with Mr. JJowlby at St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
a man who had a rounded prominent swelling covering the whole 
ofthe front of the thyroid cartilage and firmly fixed to it. It 
was almost exactly in the middle line, and at first sight closely 
resembled a subhyoidean bursa. A careful examination, how- 
ever, showed that it was connected with the left lobe of the 
thyroid gland. 

Tumours, both innocent and malignant, springing from the 
larynx or trachea and growing outwards, may occasionally 
simulate swellings of the thyroid gland. They are, however, 
rare. 

Mr, Percy Fumivall has kindly given me notes of the follow- 
ing ca^e that came under his notice in 1893 : 

" A gentleman aged 55 had had for thirteen years a swelling on 
the right side of the neck. In 1S87 he bad seen Sir Morel] 
Mackenzie, who wished to aspirate and inject it. Later he was 

• See a paper by Larrey, Ga:. d. H&p., 1853, pp. 212, 223. 
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seen by another surgeon who ulso considered tliat it was 'probably 
a thyroid cyst.' On the right side of the neck, close to the middle 
line, was a sausage-shaped swelling, situated partly under the 
stemo-mastoid at its lower end. The upper part lay between that 
muscle and the middle line and extended nearly up to the lower 
jaw. It was well defined, very soft and elastic, and apparently 
fluctuated. // moped distinctly nnth the lar^nr on deglutilion. It was 
removed by operation and was found to be a lipoma attached to the 
side of the thyroid cartilage." 

Several cases have come under my own notice in which malig- 
nant growths springing from the lower end of the pharynx and 
upper end of the oesophagus weic very diflicult to distinguish 
from growths in the thyroid gland itself. 

Tracheal hernia is said by Norris Wolfenden and others to 
simulate bronchoccle very closely. 

Dr. Wolfenden • has given an account of three cases supposed 
to be of this nature, and remarks that " the practitioner is not 
likely to recognise the true state of affairs unless he has caused 
the patient to voluntarily distend the tumour." 

On the other hand it should be remembered that some goitres 
are visible only when the patient makes an expiratory effort. 
Both Wolfler and myself have had to operate upon such cases. I 
am disposed to ^'ee with Wolfler, who is sceptical about the 
existence of tr^heal hernia resembling goitre. He states f that 
one of Wolfenden's cases was subsequently proved by operation 
to be a true goitre and not a tracheal heraia. 

Necrosis of a portion of one of the laryngeal cartilages may 
cause an abscess which sometimes can scarcely he distinguished 
from a cyst, suppurating or not, of the thyroid gland. 

Eohn X has recorded a remarkable instance of such a case : 

" A woman had, in the region of the right lobe of the thyroid 
gland, a swelling which was taken to be a chronic abscess of that 
organ. But after evacuation of the pus it was found that the 

• Jimrnal of Lnrijiigithigy, 11*88, p. 99, Se* also a long nnd very complete 
paper on the name subject by Dr. J. H. Petit In Rerve de Ckirvrgie, Parie, 
February, March, May and June 18W9. 

t " Die chirurgieche Behandlung des Kropfes," Berlin, IStKI, [I. p. 2. 

I " L'eber Strumitis und Thj-roiditis," AUgem. Wieii. Med, ZeitvHff, 188.>, 
p. 34S. 
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abscess was due to neoxisis of one of the laryngeal cartilages and 
was wholly unconnected with the thyroid gland." • 

Veirious swellings having their origin in tissues external to the 
larynx and trachea may become adherent to them secondarily 
and so participate in their movements. Such are affections of 
the cervical lymphatic glands. Some years ago while dissecting 
out a thyroid gland from a dead body in the post-mortem 
room of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, I came upon an oval swell- 
ing, close to the lower part of the right lobe ; at first sight this 
appeared to be an abscess in the thyroid gland. It was firmly 
connected with the trachea and tlie recurrent laryngeal nerve 
was spread out over it. ITiere can be no doubt that, had it 
been detected during life, it would have been found to follow 
the trachea in all its movements, and it would almost certainly 
have been taken for a thyroid swelling. It was, however, simply 
a chronic abscess that had originated in one of the cervical lym- 
phatic glands. 

In 1895 I saw a patient of Mr, Bowlby's, a young man with a 
mass of enlarged tubei-culous glands adherent to the aide of the 
larynx ; the resemblance to a tumour of the thyi-oid was con- 
siderable. 

In St. George's Hospital Museum is a specimen of a sebaceous 
cyst situated immediately in front of the larynx.f During life 
it had been , mistaken for a cyst of the thyroid, and had been 
injected with perchloride of iron with a fatal I'esult. 

I have seen one case in which a dermoid cyst lay immediately 
in front of the larynx and followed its movements during deglu- 
tition. 

We come now to the second class of cases, those that fail to 
move with the larynx during deglutition although they are of 
thyroidal origin. 

This may occur, first, when the bulk of the tumour is so great 
as either to conceal or to mechanically prevent the movements of 
the larynx and trachea ; and, secondly, when the tumour is pre- 
vented from moving by reason of its adhesions to neighbouring 

• A somewhat similar case came under my own notice some yeare ago ; this 
was one in which a nwetling caused by perichondritia of the thyroid cartilage 
had been mistaken by tJie surgeon for tumour of tlie thyroid gland. 

t New Catalogue No. 21A. 
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parts. Malignant disease and inflammation are the most common 
causes of such adhesion. 

In the case of the patient depicted in Fig. 82 deglutition 
failed to make the huge tumour rise as a whole. It did cause, 
however, what is an almost equally valuable sign, namely a 
peculiar shake felt in the tumour. The tumour was tilted 
forwards each time that the larynx, to which it was attached 
posteriorly, attempted to rise. 

In cases then of large tumours that do not rise with the 
larynx during deglutition attention should be directed to the 
shaking or tilting caused by this action. 

Malignant tumours in their later stages fi-equently become 
quite fixed, I have seen several cases both in my own practice 
and in that of others, in which such tumours were firmly fixed to 
the vertebral column. 

In September 1885, by the kindness of Dr. Reece, then acting 
as one of the medical officers at the Kensington Infirmary, I had 
the opportunity of examining a case of what we, at first, sup- 
posed to be a tumour of the thyroid gland. 'I'he patient was 
an elderly woman who had a hard oval mass, of the size and 
shape of a goose's egg, apparently exactly in the position of 
the right lobe of this gland. It extended from near the middle 
line of the neck to beyond the outer border of the stemo- 
mastoid. It touched the larynx and trachea when these were 
in their natural position, hut it was found possible to push 
them considerably to the left of the middle line without dis- 
placing the tumour. Indeed a finger could be laid in the groove 
thus produced between them. The tumour did not appear to 
move during deglutition. For these two reasons, then, it was 
concluded that the tumour was not of the thyroid gland. No 
operation was deemed advisable. A few days later the patient 
died, and on making a post-mortem examination, it was found 
that the tumour was a mass of malignant growth (probably 
starting in a lymphatic gland), secondary to disease of the 
mediastinum. I'he thyroid gland itself was small and had 
been flattened between the larynx and the growth. The latter 
had displaced the carotid artery and internal jugular vein to 
the outer side. 

It should be remembered, therefore, that a movable tumour 
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of the thyroid gland ought to follow, not only the vertical but 
also the lateral movements of the lai-ynx and trachea. 

Large masses of malignant growth may be found in the neck 
which are adherent to the lai-ynx and trachea and surrounding 
parts. Occasionally in such cases, it may be difficult to say 
whether the growth is primarily of the thyroid gland. 



Kins. !1, IS iiDrt t».—\ inrtre BUMcrai Farenohymatoos Goitre. 

The >it;lit and ceaual labe« were removed hj ciilrpition Irom s 
wamBn aged 63. (See FIk. 3T.) Tbe tumour removed weighed 9 lb». 
I oi„ aud b uair in the Hoy. Free Hosp. HnBenm. No. ixll. le. {See 
alio Appendix, Case IIR, p. SIJ.) (From photoKnipbB by Dr. Image.) 

A few years ago I had a case in the Royal Free Hospital 
illustrating this point. A small child had a lai^ mass of 
lympho-sarcoma in the left side of the neck. The larynx and 
trachea were displaced to the right and so much buried in the 
tumour that it was difficult to ascertain whether they moved on 
deglutition or not. The tumour might easily have been mis- 
taken for a sarcoma of the thyroid gland. 
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W. Osier has recorded a case of lympho-sarcoma of the deep 
cervical glands, involving the thyroid and simulating goitre.* 

Wiilflerf recoi-ds a case in which a tumour of the right lobe 
of the thyroid was mistaken by Pi-ofessor Billroth for a lym- 
phoma. It was not until the opei-ation for its removal was being 
pei-formed, that the thyroidal nature of the tumour was dis- 
covered. In the notes of this case it is stated that there were 



two tumours, each nearly as large as a goose's egg, and they 
were only slightly movable. It was probably the absence of the 
usual mobility of a thyroid tumour that led to the error in 
diagnosis. 

We will now consider some of the other less important signs 
and endeavour to ascertain their value from a diagnostic point 
of view. 

• Jfoatrivl Gen. B-tp. Iteji. 1880, i. 3iO. 

+ " IJpberder Entwicktiung uiid den Biiii des Kropfes," Anton Wolfler, Ari-h, 
f. MiH. Cliir., Berlin, 1883, vol. sxn. p. 788. 
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The shape of an enlarged thyroid may be very characteristic 
or, on the other hand, it may have no diagnostic value what- 
ever. When the gland is enlarged uniformly as, for example, 
in the early stage of the simple parenchymatous form of goitre 
it presents an appearance similar in shape to that of the normal 
thyroid gland. Allusion has already been made to the resem- 
blance which the latter hears to a horseshoe, with concavitv 



Yia. »i.—Yor .li 



upwards. But every deviation from this normal typical shape 
may be met with when the gland is enlarged asymmetrically, 
by the formation of a tumour or tumoui-s within it. A portion 
only of the gland may be enlarged and the resulting tumour 
will then probably present a more or less round or oval 
shape. 

The size of a thyroid tumour may be very great ; it may even 
attain that of a man's head. 

It is probably among the cases of cystic disease that the 
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latest goitres are to be found. Alibei-t'is cases" are among the 
largest with which I am acquainted. Keser f describes a goitre 
removed by Professor Socin at Basle ; it was as lai^ as a man's 
head, and came down in front of the sternum to below the level 
of the xiphoid process. 

The lai^st goitres which have come under my own notice 
during life, are represented in Figs. 34, 39, 46 and 8S. 



Fia. ST.— The prccEKlluK. tno mouths &ttvr Extirpation of Chi- uliole ol 
tlierlglit suilmlddlclobts. (See Appeudii.C]UCll»,p.BSS,> (Froms 
phoiogTspli b; Dr. lma£L'.> 

The degree of prominence also varies considerably. Some 
tumoui-s present scarcely any external swelling, others form huge 
projecting mas.ses which may be more or less pedunculated, and 
may even hang down over the front of the chest for a consider- 
able distance. Instances of liuge goitres, extending as far 

* '■ NosoloBie Naturelle," Pnrifl, 1817, i. 

t Snmuel Keier, " L'finiicWation ou extirpation intw-frliindulaire du goitre 
pBrenchymat«m," Paris, 1887, p. 20. 
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downwards as the waist have been figured by Alibert.* In one 
of these, the tumour is cunously elongated and narrow, and 
unlike any other that has yet come before my notice. f 

Position. — The position of a thyroid swelling naturally difters 
according to the part of the gland involved. 

The swelling may he in the middle line of the neck. This is 



Fia, SB.— A Womnn. Becd iB, with a BlUtcral Goitre. Tlic riirlit lolie, 
v/ltleh coiilaiiuyl it solid itilciiuioB wt:lt;liiii» 7j ounces, cKUiidva deeply 
bi'lilnd tliB stuviiuia mid tlnht ctavJclt. ttud wiw exlirpitt:! <iii ■ccoiiiic 
of seven; dyspiioa. (Srt Appeiidli, Cii* fiO, ]). S4S.) 

the ease when the enlargement affects either the isthmus alone 
(which is exceedingly rate), or the whole gland, including the 
isthmus. 

• Alibert, " Nosologie Naturelle," i. p. 466, Plates C and D. 

t The aatne author alBO alludes to, but does uot ligure, a cose iu which thu 
tumour was oylindriea! iind taperiug and reached as far down as the middle of 
the thigh. '' Fnrin£p comme un long cylindre qui se prolongeoit juaiiu'tt la partie 
nioyenue de la cuisse." — " Nosologic Naturelle," p. 468. 
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It should be borne in mind also, that a ewelHng situated in 
the lower part only of one lateral lobe will often posh the 
trachea over to the opposite side to such an extent that the 
tumour itself occupies a position in the middle line of the neck. 
Such a tumour may closely simulate an enlargement of the 
isthmus itself and is frequently mistaken for this. It is a 
very common condition. The correct diagnosis is easily made 
by a careful examination of the exact position of the larynx or 
trachea. (See Figs. 43, 55 and 65.) 

Very frequently, however, a thyroid swelling lies more to one 
or other side of the middle line, one lateral lobe alone of the 
gland being enlarged, or the enlargement affecting one lobe more 
than the other. (See Figs. 87, 103.) 

Often, only a portion of one lobe- is enlarged by the 
presence within it of a cystic or solid tumour. Such a 
tumour may he situated in almost any part of the front of 
the neck. 

It may even lie mainly or entirely within the thorax 
behind the upper part of the sternum. In this case, the 
tumour has gi-own downwards from the lowest part of the 
gland. 

On the other hand a thyroid tumour may involve only the 
apex of the supei-ior horn of the gland and lie entirely at the 
upper part of the neck near the angle of the jaw. Of this I 
have seen several cases, from one of which the photograph 
shown in Fig. 41 was taken. 

It is important to remember that a swelling of thyroidal 
origin may occasionally occupy such a situation. This 
high position is irequently a source of erroneous diagnosis. 
Tumours in such a position are often mistaken for lym- 
phatic glandular swellings or even, an in one case that came 
under my notice, for a tumour of the submaxillary salivary 
gland. 

In July 1894, 1 operated with Dr. Eminson at Scotter, Lincoln- 
shire upon a man of HO who had had for many years a globular 
swelling nearly two inches in diameter which lay directly in 
front of the thyroid cartilage and hyoid bone and slightly to the 
right of the middle line. Its lowest bolder was on a level with 
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the crico-thyroid, membrane, that is, wholly above the thyroid 
isthmus. The lateral lobes of the thyroid gland were not 
eniaiged. A process of thyroid gland found at the operation 
to run up from the 
tumour behind the 
hyoid bone, together 
with the subsequent 
microscopic examina- 
tion of the cyst wall, 
proved the tumour to 
have originated in the 
thyroid pyramid. The 
patient made an excel- 
lent recovery. 

In February 1895, a 
young woman was sent 
to me by Miss Aldrich 
Blake, M.D., on account 
of an ova! tumour as 
large as a pigeon's egg 
situated directly over 
the thyroid cartilage and 
slightly to the right of 
the middle line. On 
account of a slight band 

Fiu.41,— A(:)n(lcTniDOuroIlhBTiiyroia,(H:™p)-|iiK of tisSUe which COuM 

sn ntin»iuiiir high potitionintiiiiiock. (Seen be felt passing down- 
wards ti-om the tumour 
to the inner side of the right thyroid lobe, the tumour was 
recognised as one of the thyroid pyramid. 

It may be noticed that in both these cases the tumour lay 
exactly in the line of the right thyroid pyramid. 

Sometimes enlai^ed portions of a thyroid gland occupy still 
more curious situations. In a case of multilocular cystic goitre 
shown to me at St- Bartholomew's Hospital by Mr. Butlin, 
besides a swelling of the whole left lobe of the gland there 
existed a portion which appeared to extend transversely across 
the neck at the level of the hyoid bone fmm the apex of the 
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eolarged left lobe to a point beyond the middle line of the 
neck. 

In 189S there came under my notice anothflr patient of 
Mr. Butlin'fi, a young woman who had a movable tumour as 
large as a hazel nut situated just below the tip of the right great 
comer of the hyoid 
bone ; after removal 
it was tound to consist 
entii-ely of thyroid 
tissue. 

In the very rare 
cases in which tumours 
of thyroidal origin 
exist actually within 
the larynx it may be 
impossible to make a 
correct diagnosis. 

llie position of a 
thyroid swelling with 
regard to the larynx 
and trachea has al- 
ready been discussed. 
It remains for us to 
consider its position 
with regard to (a) The 
muscles of the neck ; 

(h\ The ttrcAt vessels *'■" "-A" 'ff"' 8«l«8Womiiiwlti.i.i.roiBliiwitCrat ■ 
\0) ine great vessels, colinrrf ™.al»ia-. Thi-iumourhndi-xlBtcdlormauv 
of the neck; (c) The )eir»biith:«leiiiwJii(nfy»puiM. (SivHW FilCnir.'. 

Sternum. s»iueri.m,i, ,. i.«e.) 

(a) FoBition with Regard to Munoles. — The position of the 
stemo-mastoid first demands our notice. This muscle, if the 
tumour be sufficiently large, is almast always displaced outwards 
and forwards. The tumour usually lies to its inner side and comes 
forwards more or less between the muscles of the two sides. If 
bilateral it displaces both stemo- mastoids. 

Now a large number of tumours of the neck, especially those 
of lymphatic glands which at first sight may closely resemble 
tumours of the thyroid gland, differ from the latter in that they 
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displace the sterno- mastoid to the iDner side and consequential 
project into the posterior triangle of the neck. 

At one time I was inclmed to attach more importance 
to this position of the stemo-mastoid in the diagnosis of 
thyroid tumour than I do now, since I have lately met with 
cases in which the greater part of the tumour (undoubtedly 
thyroid) lay to the outer and not to the inner side of the 
muscle. 

I have recently removed the right lobe of a thyroid gland 
through an incision made wholly in the posterior ti^ngle of 
the neck, so prominent was the swelling in this region (see 
Appendix, Case 102). 

Sometimes the stemo-mastoid is so much expanded and 
thinned that it is difficult to determine its exact position. 

The infra-hyoid muscles are spread out over the front of the 
tumour, but their exact position is not easily ascertained and 
they are of little value for diagnostic purposes. An exception, 
however, must be made for the omohyoid, the lower belly of 
which may be made very prominent in the posterior triangle of 
the neck by a tumour of the thyroid gland. The infra-hyoid 
muscles frequently lie in deep grooves upon the surface of the 
gland and may then produce sometimes a false appearance of 
lobulation in the gland. 

Occasionally a thyroid tumour comes forward between the 
inA^a-hyoid muscles to such an extent as to lie almost wholly in 
front of them. 

Fig. 42 taken from a patient whom I saw at Friboui'g, 
Switzerland, shows an unusually prominent goitre, most of 
which lies anterior to the plane of these muscles. 

Figs. 43 and 44 fi-om a patient under my care at the Royal 
Fi-ee Hospital show a somewhat similar condition. 

(b) Poaition with Begard to great VesBels of Neck. — As a 
thyroid tumour originates on the inner side of the cai'otid sheath, 
the latter becomes displaced outwaids; usually it is also pushed 
backwaids, so that the carotid artery may be felt beating at the 
posterior and outer part of the tumour. This is its usual 
position when the thyroid swelling is of an innocent nature. 
When however the gland is the seat of malignant disease, the 
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artery is frequently displaced to a much slighter extent, being 
simply surrounded by the tumour. 

The position of the artery is therefore of some value in the 
diiFerential dia^osis between innocent and malignant tumours 
of the gland, but this subject will be discussed more fully in a 
subsequent chapter. 

The following case illustrates the difficulty that some- 
times arises in the differential diagnosis between tumours 
of thyroidal and non-thyroidal origin and shows the value 
of a careful ohser^-ation of the exact position of the carotid 
ai'tery. 

In February 1 895, a man aged 6l was admitted into St. 
Bartholomew's Hospital under the care of Mr. Bowlby, suffering 
jrom a mass of malignant disease on the side of the neck in the 
region of the right lobe of the thyroid. It was as large as a, man's 
fist ; the laryns and trachea were much displaced to the left, and 
there was u^ent dyspntea and dysphagia. The carotid artery 
could be felt pulsating in Jiwit of the outer half of the tumour. 
The tumour although at first believed to be probably of the thyroid 
gland was proved on post-mortem examination to be a mass of 
epithelioma in the lymphatic glands of the neck, secondary to a 
growth in the thoracic portion of the cesophagus. The right lobe 
of the thyroid was of normal size and compressed between the 
tumou and the larynx and trachea. 

In this case the unusual position of the carotid artery afforded 
almost the only clue to a con'ect diagnosis. 

In 1893 I had the opportunity of seeing an almost exactly 
similar case, also in ^t. Bartholomew's Hospital. In this case 
the carotid artery lay between the tumour and the trachea, and 
this, together uHth the fact that the trachea and larynx could be 
moved apart from the tumour, made it clear that the latter was 
not thyroidal.* 

The position of the internal jugular vein is a point that merits 
special attention since it has important bearings upon the opera- 
tion for removal of a goitre. 

Normally, as every one knows, the internal jugular vein lies 
external to and sli^tly in front of, the carotid artery ; but as 

* lti)th r<[H«Lrneiis lire turn' jii the iiiti^eiim of Ht. llnrtliuluiiieiv'ij Hospital. 
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the artery becomes displaced, this relation is gradually altered. 
The artery is pushed outwards behind the vein, while the latter is 
carried forwards and is spread out upon the side of the tumour, 
or may even lie upon the front of it. In extreme cases the 
artery and vein may be separated from each other by a consider- 
able interval, the vein lying in front of and nearer to the middle 
line than the artery. Hence it does Tiot follow that the pulsation 
of the artery jciU necessarily indicate the potion of the vein. 
A knowledge of this altered relation of the vein and artery to 
one another is obviously of much importance to the operator 
who, unless he is aware of it, is likely to wound the vein in an 
unexpected manner, an unfortunate accident by no means un- 
known in thyroidectomy. 

Lticke offers the following explanation of this altered relation, 
which seems to me to be undoubtedly correct. The veins which 
pass from the thyroid plexus to the internal jugular vein exercise 
a certain amount of traction upon it and tend to prevent its 
lateral displacement. The common carotid artery, however, 
being devoid of branches and thus having no such connections 
with the tumour, is free to move outwards, and accordingly does 
so when pressed upon by the growth. 

The superior thyroid arteries can frequently be felt pul- 
sating at the upper and inner border of the thyroid tumour, 
and may occasionally be of some slight help towards a diag- 
nosis. 

(c) Position with regard to Sternum and Claviole. — 
The relation of the tumour to the stei-num is one of great 
importance with regard to prognosis in cases of thyroid 
tumour, although from a diagnostic point of view it is of less 
interest. 

A thyroid tumour, unless quite small, generally extends 
as low down as the upper border of this bone. It fre- 
quently descends below this level. Rai-ely does the tumour 
descend in front of the sternum, except in the case of very 
large goitres. Behind the sternum, however, prolongations 
often extend downwards for a considerable ■ distance into 
the mediastinum. McWhinnie, in his lectures upon broncho- 
cele, figures a case of this kind in which the goitrous prolonga- 
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tion extended downwards as for as the bifiux^tioa of the 
trachea.* 



. Fig. is.— The RUbt Halt of n tnniulj PivrciichymMoua Goitre rciooTed by 

EiiliTMitlou on aoMuiit ol •evore Djgpuren. The inferior bom 
oxtvnili-d dveplr liilu tliu tlioiux. The ludenlatloa prwlnced by tbe 
flrat rib 1b viTy marked. From u numsu iL^cd 44 (Cohc SOf;. (Uoyal 
Yrve Hw-p. Uux. \a. xxU. tS.) (Slli,-ht]y nilnced.) 

■ Laneet, 1861, vol. ii. p. 30. 

t ThU ciuie was published in the Brit. Meil. Joui-n. for July 7, 1900. 
Owing to foreflhortening the inferior horn nupenra in the figure to be a little 
wider tJian it should be. 
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Id a case of my own in which I removed a substernal goitre 
that was causing serious pressure upon the tinchea I found that 
the lowest part of the goitre was no less than 3J inches below 
the lower border of the isthmus ; in other words between two 
and three inches of the tumour lay behind the sternum. (See 
Fig.iS.) 

In some cases the goitre lies almost entirely below the level 
of the upper border of the sternum. 

In December 189S, I assisted Mr. Anthony Bowlby at an 
operation upon a large cystic goitre which lay almost entirely 
behind the sternum. The upper border of the cyst was about 
one inch above the sternum, the lower boitler was in contact 
with the arch of the aorta, which could be plainly seen and felt 
at the bottom of the wound. 

In 1893 I removed a large, partly solid and partly cystic, 
goitrous tumour, measuring S^ inches in diameter, from the 
thorax of a man aged fifty-three. During ordinary respiration 
the tumour lay so deeply ■ in the thorax that there was no 
perceptible swelling in the neck, and the top of the tumour 
could only just be felt on palpation. This goitre had caused 
most sevei-e dyspnoea.* 

A case in which the goitre descended as low as the ninth 
dorsal vertebra has also been recorded-^ 

To tumours such as these the name of " substernal goitre " 
(goitre pltyngeant) is often applied.^ T'hey form a class of 
exceedingly dangerous tumours often very difficult to diagnose. 
Naturally they may easily be confusedjwith various other medias- 
tinal swellings such as enlarged lymphatic glands, thoracic 
aneurism, or malignant growth. 

WSlfler § has recorded a very singular case in which a goitre 
changed its position from time to time, lying sometimes iu the 

* Tills cme if d<!E<crib«d more fully on pp. 105, lOS. The tumour U now 
in thi! Koyul Free Hosp. Mua. No. ixli. .i». . 

t Kretschy. Wieit. Med. 'iViM-heiiirki:, 1877, So. 1 . quoted by Llebrecht, " De 
1' excision du goitre, ke." p. 1+6. 

t Another ense of this nature was shown to me in 1B86 by Dr.'Kottmann in 
hU wards nt the hoKpital nt Soleure, Switzerland. The goitre lay almost entirely 
within the thorns and produced most violent dynpmea. 

5 -Ueber den wandernden Kropt," 117^ kliH. Worbewu-kr. . 188», ii. 371- 
373. 
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neck, sometimes in the thorax. When in the foimer situation, 
it formed an obvious prominent swelling as large as a hen's egg 
and gave rise to no respiratory ti'ouble. When it shpped down 
into its thoracic position it could no longer he seen or felt, but it 
then caused very severe respiratory and circulatory trouble by 
pressing upon the trachea and upon the innominate vein. The 
goitre was discovered during the course of an exploratory 
operation which was undertaken for the relief of the dyspncea 
that was thi-eatening the patient's life. A distinct cavity lined 
by a connective-tissue capsule was found behind the inner end of 
the clavicle, and here it was that the tumour lay when not in 
the neck. Another curious feature of the case was that when 
in its thoracic position the goitre became nearly twice as large 
as it was when in the neck. This was due, according to Wolflei-'s 
explanation, to the pressure exerted upon the veins returning 
from the goitre.* 

Pulsation. — This is so commonly described as existing in a 
thyroid tumour that it deserves brief mention. Pulsation is 
often due simply to the close proximity of the carotid artery 
which communicates its pulsation to the adjacent mass. Fre- 
quently the pulsation felt is not that of the carotid but of the ■ 
superior thyroid artery which runs along the anterior and inner 
boiler of the lateral lobe of the thyroid ; large-arterial branches 
sometimes run over the surface of large goitres and may he 
easily felt and even seen in this situation. Occasionally the 
whole tumour appeai-s to have an inherent pulsation and this is 
especially the case with the goitre of Graves's disease. Inherent 
pulsation was very mai-ked in the case of the large malignant 
goitre depicted in Fig. 82. In this case the pulsation was 
probably due to large vessels ramifying within the unusually 
vasculai- gi'owth. 

The pulsation of a thyroid tumour has, not unnaturally, led 
in many cases to an erroneous diagnosis of uieurism. Numerous 
cases of the kind have been recorded. One of the most interesting 
is that of Nekton's quoted by McWhinnie.f On the right side 
of the neck just above the clavicle and behind the stemo-mastoid 

' An almost (xactly similar ca.»e of my own is described on pp. lOo, 106. 
t Lanrrt. 1862, vol. i. p. i\i. 
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was a firm tumour which pulsated forcibly. The common carotid 
artery could be traced over it. It was pronounced to be an 
aneurism of the aorta. Post-mortem examination showed thn 
presence of a goitre, not of an aneurism. In 1887 Dr. Claye 
Shaw showed me at Banstead Lunatic Asylum a middle-aged 
woman who had an oval swelling as large as a hen's egg in the 
situation of the right lobe of the thyroid gland. It pulsated 
strongly. It moved with the laiynx during deglutition and was 
clearly an innocent goitre, probably cystic. Nevertheless this 
had been mistaken for a carotid aneurism by another doctor 
who had previously seen the case, and it was at first difficult to 
persuade him that it was only a goitre, and that the pulsation 
was communicated from the cai'otid. 

The convei-se may be illustrated by a case I saw with Dr. GiBy 
at the Islington Infirmary in 1886. A middle-aged woman had 
a pulsating, elastic, oval, deep-seated swelling at the root of the 
neck just above the epistemal notch. In one lobe of the thyroid 
gland was a small indurated mass, evidently the remains of an 
old shrunken goitre. The question arose whether the pulsating 
swelling was derived from the thyroid gland or whethei- it was 
an aortic aneurism. Careful examination however showed that 
the thyroid swelling moved independently of the pulsating mass, 
and it was decided that the latter was an aneurism. There were 
besides other symptoms of thoracic aneurism. 

Dr. Carver of Addenbrooke's Hospital, Cambridge, has kindly 
communicated to me through Mr. A. G, Francis the particulars 
of the case of an elderly man who had a malignant cyst of the 
thyroid gland. He had been sent to the hospital as a case of 
carotid aneurism. Pulsation was marked but there was no 
bruit. 

In Nov. 1895, 1 saw with Dr. ^V, B. Fergusson at Painswick, 

Gloucestei-shire, Mi-s. , aged fifty-nine, who had noticed a 

month previously a pulsating swelling at the root of the neck 
just above the sternum. The right carotid artery was displaced 
forwards and could be moved upon the tumour. There was a 
patch of dulness about two inches in diameter just below the 
inner end of the clavicle. The right sympathetic nerve was 
partially paralysed. The thyroid gland appeared to be slightly 
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enlarged aod had no obvious connection with the tumour. The 
radial pulses were equd. There was no bruit. When the 
patient strained, the swelling at the I'oot of the neck became 
more prominent. There was little or no dyspntea. In this 
case I was unceiiain whether the patient was suffering Irom an 
aortic or innominate aneurism or a substernal goitre transmitting 
pulsation from the aorta. Three years later (Sept. 1898) the 
patient was still in good health and the tumour had not ina-eased 
in size ; there was no doubt that the case was one of substernal 
goitre and not aneurism. 

Dali-ymple * and Raynaud f have also recorded similar cases 
of goitre simulating aneurism. 

It might be supposed that the presence of a bruit would serve 
to distinguish an aneurism from a thyroid tumour. This would 
however be a most fallacious supposition, since a well-marked 
bruit is often heard in a case of simple goitre. It was partly 
owing to the presence of a bruit that Nelaton was led to the 
erroneous diagnosis above mentioned. 

In 1886 I saw with Dr. Raglan Thomas at Llanelly an elderly 
woman with a large right-sided oval goitre which had existed 
for many yeare. An exceedingly loud and harsh murmur was 
audible all over the right side of the tumour. There was no 
cardiac bruit. Figs. 46 and 47 represent a woman whom I saw 
at the village of Sevington St.iMary, in Somersetshire, She had 
a very large goitre, over parts of which a loud harsh murmur 
could be heard. 

In the case of another woman, under the care of Sir Thomas 
Smith in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, a very loud murmur was 
audible along the inner border of the left lobe of the goitre. In 
this case over the same region was a very well marked thrill. 
In all these cases, the murmur was equally audible whether 
pressure was made upon the tumour by the stethoscope or 
not. 

In many cases however the murmur is simply factitious, pro- 
duced by the pressure of the stethoscope, but it is not necessary 
to quote any examples of this common condition, 

• iTuHJ-M. of Ifiirb 
t BvU. &«: Ana 
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Consistence. — This may be of any degree between extreme 
softness and atony hardness. Examples of the former may be 
seen in many cases of soft 
parenchymatous goitre, in 
some adenomata and in par- 
tially filled thin-walled cysts. 
Some parencliymatous goi- 
tres containing numerous 
small tense cysts are ex- 
tremely hai-d. So are the 
rare fibrous goitres. The 
hardest goitres are naturally 
those which have become 
calcified. Most museums 
. contain specimens illustrat- 
ing this. One of the best 
that have come under my 
notice may be seen in the 
I museum of the Sussex 
County Hospital at Brigh- 
ton. A goitre as large as 
Fig. 48.— a mimi of <'aicin!aiu Haurjiii re- a man's fist has become 
moved, IJ1.T m,™™iio.., ti™ ».. old Ooiire- almost entirely Calcified, 
ihere are also two beautiiul 
specimens in the Pathological Museum at Prague.* 

Pressure Effects. — An enlarged thyroid gland causes 
pressure upon various surrounding structures. Many of the 
symptoms thus produced are of the utmost importance. 

Pressure on Teina. — This is very common. The veins chiefly 
affected are those which bring blood from the head and neck, 
namely the internal, external and anterior jugular. The 
innominate and even subclavian veins may be compressed by a 
goitre deeply seated at the root of the neck. The pi-essure on 
the jugular veins causes distension and dilatation of them and 
frequently they become very prominent. Figs. 39 and 56 

• For other examples of cnlcilicntion Bee Uiiiv. Coll. Mus. No. 1.191 ; St. 
Burt. Hoiq). Mus. Xos. 2316 and 2317; Guy's Hosp. Mus. 121, 122, 123; 
KiiiK'x <'^<>11' Mua. 2^. 
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show examples of the venous distension caused by goitres. 
The obstruction offered to the venous circulation is said by some 
to cause buzzing in the head, deafness, vertigo and various 
other symptoms : the accui-acy of these statements is, however, 
questionable. (Edema of the face and even of the arm are 
said to be produced occasionally by goiti'e but I hav^ myself 
never seen an example of either and should doubt whether 
they ever occur except in cases of malignant or inflamed 
goitre. 

Pressure on If erves.— An innocent goitre, even though of 
large size, rarely causes much pressure upon nei-ves. In cases of 
malignant disease, however, pressure upon, or involvement of 
important nerves, often causes early and well-marked symptoms 
of the affection. (See p. 208.) 

The chief nerves pressed upon by an enlarged thyroid gland 
are (a) the recurrent laryngeal, (6) the sympathetic, (c) the 
vagus, and (d) occasionally the nenes of the cervical and brachial 
plexuses. 

(fl) Becurrent Laryngeal Nerve. — Occasionally, it is found 
that the recurrent nerve is spread out Upon the posterior surface 
of a goitre. When this is the case, more or less interference 
with its function may take place. More often, however, the 
nerve is pushed inwards and is not stretched by the goitre. It 
is important to bear in mind that the dyspntea caused by 
innocent goitre is, in the vast majority of cases, produced by 
direct pressure upon the trachea, and not, as is sometimes 
alleged, by irritation of the recurrent nerves causing spasm of 
the glottis. 

In cases of malignant disease, the nerve, as might be expected, 
is frequently found involved in the tumour. 

Complete paralysis of a vocal cord, caused by a thyroid 
tumour, should always be looked upon with some suspicion, as 
affording a presumption of the malignant nature of the latter. 
Tod much importance must not, however, he attached to this 
symptom alone. I have seen several cases of c'omplete para- 
lysis of one vocal cord caused by a goitre undoubtedly not 
malignant. 

I'hus, Dr. Rayner Batten sent to pie at the Koyal Vree 



by Google 



THE THYEOID GLAND. 



I 

! 
I 

if 



!! 



h 



b, Google 



SYMPTOMS AND DIAGNOSIS. 99 

Hospital, a girl who had had, for several years, a right-sided 
bronchocele as large as an orange. The vocal cord on the 
corresponding side was completely paralysed. Nevertheless, 
from the clinical histoiy of the case, it was evident that the 
goitre was not malignant. 

In 1888 I saw, at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, a young 
man under the care of Mr. Howard Marsh. A moderately 
large unilateral goitre had caused complete paralysis of the 
left vocal cord. This symptom, together with the compara- 
tive fixity of the tumour, and its rather rapid growth raised 
a suspicion of malignancy. An operation for removal of 
the tumour showed it, however, to be an innocent cystic 
adenoma. 

Figs. 49, 50, 51, show a woman from whom I removed a 
goitre of moderate size, on account of dyspnaa. Before the 
operation one vocal cord was seen to be completely paralysed. 
The goitre was nevertheless perfectly innocent. 

(6) Cervioftl Sympathetic lUervB. — This, also, is affected 
i-arely by innocent growths of the thyroid, more frequently by 
malignant disease. 

The following is an example of an innocent goitre causing 
contraction of the pupil by pressure upon the sympathetic 



Miss Alice E , aged 34, consulted me in October 1887, on 

account of a small goitre which she had had for at least ten years. 
In the left lobe of the gland was a rounded cystic adenoma about 
as large as a hen's egg. It was freely movable and caused little 
or no inconvenience. The pupil of the left eye was little more 
than half as large as that of the right side. The palpebral fissure, 
too, was distinctly narr()wer on the left side. The patient informed 
me that she had noticed that during menstruation, when the goitre 
became larger, the left pupil became still more contracted. I was 
unable to detect any alteration in the sweating or vascularity of 
the corresponding side of the head. This lady was seen again 
in August of the following year. The goitre was unaltered 
and the difference between the two pupils was just as marked 
aa before. At no time had there been any disease of the eye or 
anything else, except the goitre, to cause the contraction of the 
pupil. 
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An excellent example of the involvement of the sympathetic 
nerve by a malignant growth of the thyroid gland may be seen in 
Fig. 81 (p. 208). I saw this man with Mr. Howard Marsh, at St. 
Bartholomew'sHospital, in the autumn of 1887, A goitre of many 
years duration had, within the last few months, grown consider- 
ably, and caused the contraction of the right pupil and palpebral 



fissure shown in the photograph. Partly on this, and partly on 
other gi-ounds, wi? considered the disease to be malignant, and 
advised that no operation should he performed. Ilie diagnosis 
was subsequently verified,* the patient dying in the course of 
the following year. 

* The Bubseciuent history of this patient has t)een published by Mt. Sydney 
Jones and Mr. Buttle in S. Moma*'* HotpUal Jlepoitr. 1888-9, vol. ivlii. 
p, 233, «eenlsui^ 213. 
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It was formerly believed by some that many of the symptoms 
of Graves's disease were attiibutable to an irritatioD of the 
cervical, sympathetic, and vagus nerves caused by pressure of 
the goitre upon them. I allude to this theory only to say that 
evidence in support of it is wholly absent. 

(c) Pressure upon the nerves of the cervical and brachial 
plexus is occasionally produced by innocent goitres, and may 
cause numbness and tingling or even severe pain in the side of 
the head and neck, or down the ai'm. In cases of malignant and 
inflamed goitres, these symptoms are common. In my lectures * 
on goitre, delivered before the Royal Collie of Sui^^ns 
in 1891, was recorded the case of a man, aged 64, from 
whom I enucleated a latge cyst of the left lobe. This had 
caused, for some months, tevere pain in the left side of the head 
and neck, and I was inclined, at first, to suspect malignancy. 
The tumour proved, however, to be quite innocent, and after 
recovery from the operation, the patient remained quite free 
from pain. 

Pressure upon Larynx and Trachea. — The larynx is fre- 
quently displaced to one or other side, and is sometimes slightly 
indented by the long-continued pressure of a goitre. 

A good example of deformity of the larynx caused by 
the pressure of a goitre may be seen in Guy's Hospital 
Museum.'j- 

It is upon the trachea more than any other structure that an 
enhu-ged thyroid gland is liable to press, and thus produce 
injurious effects. This is scarcely surprising when we reflect 
how intimately the trachea is connected with, and embraced by 
the thyroid gland. Any enlargement of the latter can, there- 
fore, hardly fail to produce some pressure upon it. Only too 
commonly is this pressure the cause of serious and even fatal 
trouble to the patient. 

The pressure which an enlarged thyroid gland exerts 
upon the trachea may lead to : (i) Displacement ; (ii) Com- 
pression. 

(i) Displacement. — By far the most commuii displacement 

caused by the pressui'e of a goitre is a lateral one, the trachea 

• BrU. Med. Juum., June 27, 18B1. t Sc 168. 
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being pushed over to one or other side by the enlai^nient of the 
opposite lobe of the gland. 

This displacement is always accompanied by a certain amount 
of cm-ving of the ti-achea upon itself, and frequently by some 
twisting of the trachea upon its long axis. 

In very rare cases the trachea is displaced directly or obliquely 
forwards. 

(ii) Compression. — The trachea being composed of incomplete 
rings of cartilage which are open posteriorly, readily admits of 
compression and narrowing of its lumen. In proportion as the 
ti-achea is diminished in calibre so does the patient's breathing 
become laboured, and in fact we find that difficulty in breathing 
is one of the most common symptoms of goitre. The brassy 
nature of the cough caused by the pressure of the tumour is well 
known to be characteristic of compression of trachea or bronchus 
and may generally be readily distinguished from that which is 
due to laryngeal obstruction.* 

That the dyspnoea caused by goitre is due, in most instances, 
to direct pressure upon the titichea itself, and not to pressure 
upon the recurrent lai-yngeal nerves, is shown by the rarity with 
which dysphonia occurs. Dyspncea is one of the commonest 
accompaniments of a thyroid enlargement, Dysphonia is dis- 
tinctly rare. 

The whole subject of displacement and compression of the 
trachea will be discussed more fully in the next chapter, which 
deals with the dyspnoea produced by enlargement of the thyroid' 
gland. 

It will be sufficient to mention here briefly that the compres- 
sion of the trachea i.s almost invariably lateral and not antero- 
posterior. This has a very important bearing upon the treat- 
ment of the dyspncea produced by goitre. 

FresBure upon CEsophagus and Larynx. — Tlie (esophagus 
lying behind the trachea is much less often compressed than is 
the latter. It is not uncommon, however, for one or other lobe 
of the gland, or even both lobes, to extend behind the trachea 



* Any one whu wiahes to produce an exact iinitation of this brftssy cough 
tuny tasil)' do bo in hh own person by making firm pressure with his thumb 
upuD ths trachea just above the gternum, and then coughing. 
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and diBplace the (esophagus to one side or to compresB it on 
both sides. 

In the Museum of King's College Hospital * is a well-marked 
example of deviation and compression of the cesophagus from a 
prolongation of the left lobe of a goitre which extends behind 
the trachea. 

In the Pathological Museum of Berne is an excellent collection 
of no less than four well-marked examples of goitre caunng 
pressure upon the uesophagus. 

A case which came under my notice several years ago was that 
of a woman who was admitted into one of the London hospitals 
and treated for a time by bougies for oesophageal stricture sup- 
posed to be malignant. There was, however, no true stricture, 
the difficulty in swallowing being caused simply by the pressure 
of a small unilateral goitre which had nt first escaped observa- 
tion. 

Kaufman,f in his article on retro-pharyngo-oesophageal goitre, 
has collected several cases, one of them undei- his own care, in 
which a distinct prolongation of the gland extended behind the 
pharynx and cesophagus and caused much difficulty in swallow- 
ing. In one of these the dysphagia was so great that oesopha- 
gotomy was performed, unfortunately with a fatal result. 
Another case has been recorded in which death by starvation 
actually occurred from the pressure of a goitre upon the 
oesophagus.^ 

In several of my own operations upon parenchymatous goitres 
I have noticed the existence of small prolongations of the 
growth behind the pharynx and oesophagus. 

In February 1895 I saw a young woman aged thirty-six who 
was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital under the care of 
Sir Thomas Smith, complaining of dys)>hagia. The passage of 
a full-si7.ed oesophageal bougie showed that no real stricture 
existed. A small deep-seated goitre involving the isthmus and 

■ N... 277. 

+ Reported by Lotabetk from Prof. Brans' wardB " Chirurg. Mitth. au3 der 
Klinikvon Prof. v. Brum in ■rUbingea," in Dt^tich. Klin. Jahrij. , I8,>9. vol. li. 
p. SH. 

t P. Koch. "Aim. d, mal. d'oreillt? et du Inrynx," Pari?, 1B81, vii. p. 81!. 
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left lobe of the thyroid gland, and of the existence of which the 
patient was quite ignorant, appeared to be the main cause of the 
dysphagia. 

It is by no means uncommon to see a marked bulging inwards 
of the pharyngeal wall caused by the pressure of a goitre. 
Sometimes, when the goitre is especially well developed 
posteriorly, this bulging may be very marked even if the 
goitre present but little external swelling. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE DYSPKOiA CAUSED BY GOITRE. 

Frequency and importance — PreHHiire ii|k>d trachea — Lateral coiD' 
preHsioD— Suabbard-shHped trachea — Effect od trachea of bilateral 
goitre, unilateral, median — SofteiiinK of tracheal wall — PreBBUre 
upon recuiTeut nerves— Direct extension to trachea^Buptnre of cyat 
or abecesB — (Edema of glottis — Swelling of tracheal mucous membrane 
— Varieties of goitre niost likely to cause dynpntea ; relation to age and 
sex — Danger of bilateral goitre of puberty and of deeply seated goitres 
— Table of cases of goitre causing death by vuflbcation. 

Of the various symptoms which may be jiroduced by an enlarge- 
ment of the thyroid gland, dyspnoea is, undoubtedly, by far the 
moat important. 

In 95 out of the 1S6 cases in which I have myself had to 
remove a goitre the chief reason for the operation was dyspnoea. 

In 16 of the other cases, some dyspiicea was also present, 
although it was not the main reason for the operation. 

Fi-equently, dyspnoea is the only inconvenience of which a 
goitrous patient complains and for which he seeks advice. 
Often it is pi'esent to such an extent that a constant dread 
of impending suffocation hangs over the unfortunate suflTerer, 
and prevents him from following any regular occupation. 

Only too often is death itself the result of the gradually or 
suddenly increasing dyspnoea. {See table of cases nt the end of 
this chapter.) 

It is not very uncommon for a patient to seek advice with 
regard to dyspnoea, the cause of which is unknown until an 
examination of the neck reveals the presence of a goitre which 
had hitherto not been noticed by the patient. 

The following is a good example: 

Archibald T , aged 53, was admitted in March 1893 into 

the Royal Free Hospital under the care of my colleague 
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Dr. Sainsbury, suffering fratn a severe attack of what was at first 
supposed to be "asthma." The dyspntea was so extreme that it 
was thought that the man was about to die and the propriety of 
performing tracheotomy was discussed by the resident medical 
officers. The breathing improved somewhat however after a few 
hours rest in bed. When Dr. Sainsbury saw the patient a slight 
fulness was discovered at the root of the neck just above the 
sternum. This was the top of a large substernal goitre of whose 
existence the patient was quite unaware. I subsequently removed 
the goitre by operation. The patient made a good recovery and 
was entirely freed from dyspncea. Six years after the operation he 
was still in excellent health and had had no further trouble of any 

Cases have come to my knowledge in wliich dyspnoea has 
been supposed to be due to asthma or bronchitis, and treated 
accordiugly for months or years, the true cause lying, wholly 
unsuspected, in an enlargement of the thyroid. 

Such mistakes are most likely to occur in cases of small and 
symmetrical, or deep-seated tumours, and these are especially 
liable to cause severe dyspntea. 

The following case has been published by Gaucher : " 

In May 1842, a man aged 28 was admitted to M. Husson's wards 
in the Hotel Dieu. He was quite unconscious and was breathing 
in a laboured manner. It was known that for a long time he had 
suffered from dyspnoea, although it had never before been so bad as 
to threaten life. It was said also that he had pain about the region 
of the ear^. Some cerebral affection was diagnosed and leeches 
were applied to the mastoid processes. No relief followed, the 
patient became more and more cyanosed and died on the following 
day. At the post mortem the ordinary signs of death by suffocation 
were discovered. The thyroid gland was enlarged in all parts and 
contained also a few small cysts. Death was attributed to pressure 
upon the trachea. 

: remainder of this chapter will be devoted to a considera- 
F the %'arious modes in which dyspnoea may be caused by 
s of the thyroid and to the varieties of such diseases 
are most liable to cause dyspnoea. 

aphjxie par hyperlrophie de la g!»nde thyroiJe," IlalL Hir, Aiiat, de 
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There era various ways in which an enlarged thyi-oid may 
cause dyspnoea. 

1. DiBECT PRESSURE UPON THE TBACHEA. — This is by far the 
most common and important. 

Occasionally other conditions have some share in the pro- 
duction of the dyspncea, either alone or more often in combina- 
tion with the preceding. Such are : 

2. Phessuee upon oe other irritation of the recurrent laryn- 
geal nerves. 

3. Direct extension of growth into the interior of the 
trachea or larynx (very rare, except in cases of malignant 
disease, in which it is common). 

4. Rufture o>' a cyst or abscess into the air passages. 

5. Sudden h-emoerhare into the gland or from it into sur- 
rounding tissues. 

6. (Edema of the glottis or of the mucous membrane of the 
ti"achea.* 

1. Direct pressure upon the trachea may cause: (i) Dis- 
placement of the trachea ; (ii) Compression of the trachea. 

(ii) The subject of displaoement of the ti'achea has already 
been discussed in chap. vi. p. 101. - 

(ii) Compression of the trachea may be lateral, antero- 
posterior, OP, according to some authors, circular. 

Of these, by Car the most important form of compression is 
the lateral. In comparison with this, both the other forms are 
exceedingly rare. Indeed, it is doubtful whether a true circular 
compression has ever been observed. 

Among all the thyroid specimens contained in mora than 
twenty British and foreign museums, I have not been able to 
find more than four in which any antero-posterior flattening 
of the trachea was present. In the vast majority the compres- 
sion had been exerted laterally. f 

A typical example of the common lateral flattening is that 
fi-om which Ftgs, 1 and S have been taken.J 

• SpSBin of the muscular HbreB at the back of the trachea haa by some 
niithorB been deemed a factor in the production of the dyspnoea, but this theory 
do<v not seem to me worthy of serious consideration. 

+ For examples of the nire antero-posterior flattening of the trachea, see St. 
Burt. Hosp. Mu8. No. 2310a ; St. Mnry'n HoBp. Mus. No. 1031 (very slight). 

J St. Burt. Hosp. MuB. No. 2310. For some esamples of lateral tintteniog 
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The patient was a. boy, aged 14, who died from dyspnoea 
produced by the goitre. I.aryngotomy had been performed, 
but was useless, doubtless because the tube used was not long 
enough to reach below the constriction. 

The lateral flattening of the trachea, produced by goitre, has 
long been known. It is commonly stated that attention was 
first drawn to it by Demme of Ziirich, but it would appear that 
the credit of having done so belongs more properly to Lullier 
Winslow. 

The latter author, writing more than eighty years ago, speaks 
in the following terms of the case which came under his obser- 
vation. 

" La trachee art^re est comme enchattonn^e dans la tumeur. 
Elte est aplatie lat^ralement en mani^re de gaine de sabre dans un 
^tendu d'un pouce et demi, ajant ft peine (vers le milieu de cette 
partie deform^e) une ligne et demie posterieurement."* 

Here we have apparently the fii-st accurate description of this 
very important lateral flattening of the trachea. Demme at a 
much later period c^ain drew attention to this condition. Aftei' 
him Rose (then of Zurich) pointed out and insisted upon the 
great frequency with which this condition occurs, and he added 
a further statement with regard to the changes which occur in 
the wall of the trachea as the result of long-continued pressure. 
These will be discussed on page 114. 

Both Winslow and Demme compared the shape of the trachea 
whei) compressed by a goitre to that of the scabbard of a sword, 
and the comparison has been adopted by most writers upon the 
subject. Among some, however, the term " keel-shaped " appears 
to meet with greater favour. 

It will be seen in Fig. 2 that the point of greatest con- 
striction of the trachea is rather more than one inch below the 
cricoid cartilage. This is the commonest seat of the greatest 

see tJie mvisevims of lUij. Coll. Siirff. Eng. Nog. 2895, 2900 ; Univ. Coll. Lond. 
13ti0 i Giiy'a Hoep. 1 1« ; St. Geo. Hoap. 16c, 19a ; St. Mary's Hosp. 1032 ; St, 
TliDina»'e Hoep. 1462, 1463. 1465, 1468 ; St. Bart. Hosp. 2310, 2311 ; Oxford 
University HtA ; Boy. Coll. Surg. Edinburgh 1334 ; aUo Berne Path. Mus. 
B. II. 14, B. II. 24. 

• "Observation Hur un goitre volumineux comprimnnt la trath^e art^re," 
Jiiill. de. rAtimitie <Ip .Vid., .ff., Paris, 1816. 
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constriction in bilateral goitres of moderate size. The constric- 
tion frequently involves, as might be expected, a considerable 
length of the trachea. 

Liebrecht in his excellent monograph • mentions that he 
removed from a dead body a very large goitre which had com- 
pressed the trachea in its whole length. 

Kocherf gives excellent drawings of cases in which the 
trsichea has been extensively compressed and variously twisted 
{see Fig. 54). I have myself seen more than three inches 
of the trachea compressed in cases in which the goitre was un- 
usually large. 

Influence which the Shape and Situation of the 
Goitre has upon the Compression of the Trachea.— 
Bilateral Goitre. — It has often been stated that in cases of 
parenchymatous goitre, it is the isthmus especially that pi-esaes 
(antero-posteriorly) upon the trachea and causes dyspnoea ; this 
view is certainly erroneous. 

If the whole thyroid gland is uniformly enlat^d as in the 
oi-dinary parenchymatous goitre, the shape of the compressed 
trachea is always the same. It is compressed laieraUy, -never 
from before backwards. (See Figs. 52 and 58c.) This lateral 
flattening should be carefully borne in mind since it has an 
important bearing upon operative proceedings carried out for 
the relief of dyspncea. 

In some rare cases of uniform enlargement the whole gland 
may be rotated to a certain extent upon its vertical axis, so that 
one lobe projects a little more than the other. In such cases the 
trachea is also slightly rotated axially with the goitre. 

If the gland be enlarged on both sides, but moi-e on one side 
than on the other, the flattening of the trachea partakes more 
or less of the character described in the next paragraph, 
according to the disproportion between the two lobes. 

TTnilateral Gtoitre. — When the enlargement aflects one 
lateml lobe only, the trachea is flattened upon the side next to 
the enlarged lobe. (Figs. 63, 58b.) In these cases the trachea is 
also more or less cun-ed longitudinally and pushed over towards 

• "De Texcision Aw goitre piircuchyiiuiti-ux," P. Lithrwht, BiUEssela, imi, 

t Lnngenbtt'k'B Ai;-bitf. k'h,. C/,}^.. IMSH, vul. sxis. pi.ite \\. 
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the opposite side. There is generally also a certain amount of 
rotation upon a ^'ei-tical axis, so that the ti'achea presents an 
oblique lateral surface against which the enlarged lobe rests. 
Fig. S3* was taken from a specimen which I removed post 



Fta. B!.— Sboni [be oriittiitry iKUtur^ Flattening of the Trachea 

proJuced by pireuchynuitoiia Kottrc and ocIiit forms of Bj-mineirleal 
enlnrgemcul o£ the tlijT^d. From b girJui^aiia, whoJleiotaiiflociitlon 
eanxed by tlis goitre. 
Kio. »8. — Shown the ordlimry li'liittiinlui; aud CiirvliiK of the Trachea 
i>roiliii*d hy nulliiitiTal goitre. From a. mau i^^d40, wlio dl«d o( he»rt 

Fio. ^4. — Shon'A the Irrc^nilar F1at1«uEng nud TwlMlog prodiio^d by a 
bilateral but aBymmvlrlcal ^Icrc. 
(FtRB. Si and ts froio dnnrltiKB by Dr. Ethel Vaualiaii. Fi;;. et afier Kocher.) 

mortem from the body of a man aged forty-nine, who had had a 
unilateral cystic goitre for many years. It shows well the usual 
curvature, displacement and oblique lateral flattening produced 
by a unilateral goitre. Similar specimens may be seen in Guy's 
• Roy. Coll. Surg. Mus. No. 2UU2C. 
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Hospital Museum," in the Museum of the Edinburgh College of 
Sui^eons,f and in many other museums. 



• No. 1711" (old catnlogue). + No. 1336. 
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The twisting and curvature of the trachea which are often met 
with and which have been well described and figured by Professor 
Kocher,occuralmostexclusivelyeitherin cases of single unilateral 
tumour or of bilateral tumour in which the two sides of the 
gland are unequally enlarged. 

Median Goitre in which the enlargement involves the isthmus 
alone and not the lateral lobes. — In this kind of goitre we 



sometimes, although rarely, meet with a slight amount of true 
antero-postfrior flattening of the trachea. If the tumour be 
entirely above the upper boi-der of the sternum, then the 
pressure exerted upon the front of the ti-achea is very slight. 
The tumour being free to come forwards will obviously do so 
rather than exert any appreciable degree of pressiu-e upon the 
trachea. Such goitres scai-cely ever cause serious dyspnoea. 
Fig.4!2{p.85) is taken from an elderly woman whom I saw at the 

Digilized by Google 




THE DYSPN(EA CAUSED BY GOITRE. US 

Bourgeois Hospital at Fribourg. It shows a prominent median 
tumour springing from the isthmus alone. It produced no 
dyspnoea. 

It should be borne io mind, however, that a tumour may 
present exactly in the middle line of the neck between the two 
stemo-mastoids, and yet not be a tumour of the isthmus. 
Tumours in this 
situation frequently 
springfromthe lower 
part of one or other 
lateral lobe. (Figs. 
43, 65, 65.) The 
trachea is pushed 
over to the opposite 
side and the tumour, *"'<'■ bs.— Diagramasnoniue Transverse Section of 

noasinrrin tl. Tracheal HiOgS. o, normal ; 6, li»ttew,l liy unl. 

passing in xne j^j^^, ^^^^ . ^^ g^ctA.-ue« by bii»te™i imitre. 
direction of least 

resistance, comes to occupy a position in the middle of the neck, 
just above the epistema) notch. In such cases a careful exam- 
ination of the position of the larynx and trachea and of the 
upper portions of the lateral lobes will generally lead to a correct 
diagnosis. 

Occasionally strictly median tumours lie wholly or partly 
behind the sternum. It is in these cases only that any consider- 
able amount of antero-posterior flattening of the trachea can be 
produced. The trachea may be pressed directly backwards 
against the spine by such a tumour engaged between it and the 
sternum. Far more often, however, the trachea slips to one or 
other side of the bodies of the vevtebi'te and becomes twisted and 
flattened obliquely. In the specimen at St. Mary's Hospital,* 
in which distinct though slight antero-posterior compression has 
occurred, the tumour consists of a globular cyst an inch and a 
half in diameter, situated exactly in the middle line. It descended 
as low as the tenth ring of the trachea, and it is doubtless owing 
to its low situation that it was enabled to exert some pressure 
upon the trachea, being jammed between it and the sternum. 

Changes in the Wall of tlie Traoliea produced by the pres- 
sure of a goitre. — Professor Rose, then of Zurich, in an elaborate 
• No. lltSl. 
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article,* " Death from goitre and the radical core of goitres," 
pabtished some twenty years ago, first drew attention to these 
changes. 

He asserted that the long continued pressure of a gmtre would 
|H^uee not only alterations in the shape and position of the 
trachea, but ulsojatttf degeiteratUm, sqfieniitff and airoplnf trf 
the tracheal wall itself. He explained further that owing to 
this alteration in structure, the trachea is more readily narrowed ; 
indeed that its walls might collapse and entirely prevent the 
passage of air between them. 

It was to this cause that he attributed the frequent occurrence 
of sudden death among patients afflicted with goitre. 

Now there can be no douht that in the main these asserti<ms 
are quite justified. The trachea, as the result of long continued 
pi-essure, docs become less resisting and has a tendency to collapse 
and thus to produce serious trouble. What is iH*obably incorrect 
is the statement that these results ai'e due to atrophy, degenera- 
tion or softening of the tracheal wall itself. At first s^ht the 
theory seems plausible enough. It is a well-known law of 
pathology that pressure tmds to produce atrophy if it lasts for 
a sufficient lengtli of time. The pressure of an aneurism against 
the sternum or vertebra is an example that at once suggests 
itself. 

The case of a goitre and the trachea is however somewhat 
different from that of an aneurism and a bone. A bone is an 
unyielding structure, the trachea is much less so, A very slight 
amount of pressure is sufficient to cause bending of the tracheal 
wall. This may be seen, as has been already mentioned, in 
innumerable museum specimens. Were the trachea as firm and 
unyielding as a bone then we might expect to find atro^^y 
readily produced, but it is not so. 

Again, the same pressure that produces atrophy <rf a bone 
such as the sternum will, if it continue long enough, lead to 
perforation. 

In the case of the goitre and trachea, the atrophy of the thin 
walled trachea, if it exist at all, never leads to actual perforation 
Nowhere in any museum, so far as I know, is there a specimen in 

• " Vn Kropftoil nnd die Kadicalcur der Kropfe," Arck. /. hliii. Cliir, 
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which the atrophy has gaae so far that a goitre* has actually 
penetrated the interior of the trachea. Perhaps it may be isaid 
that tong hefore this happens the patient is killed by the pressnre. 
Possihiy su, but at any i-ate specimens are common enuugti in 
which the pressure has lasted forty or fifty years and produced 
great distortion and flattening of the trachea without any pene- 
tration whatever ot the tracheal wall. Such a specimen may be 
seen in the Museum of the Royal Coll^^e of Surgeons. f But 
surely, it will be said, there must he plenty of museum specimens 
lowing the atrophic condition which is said to be so common. 
A careful seai-ch for tbeni, however, has shown me that they are 
conspicuous by their absence. I know of no case where the 
existence of this atrophy or fatty degeneratimi has been verilicd 
by microscopical examination. 

But the examination has been made sufliciently often. Professor 
Bruns in an excellent mmiograph " On the |HFesent state of our 
knowledge concerning the treatment of goitre " | states that at 
his request Dr. Miitler made a careful investigation of this 
subject with the following important result : 

" Out of twenty cases showing marked compression and stenosis, 
in no case was there any diminution in the size of the rings in any 
direction nor any microscopical changes in stmcture (escepfsome 
calcification) ; in no case was any inflammatory atrophy from cotn- 
pression or softening found." 

Dr. Kriinlein, Professor of Surger\' at Ziirich, in the course of 
a eonvei-sation upon the subject, informed me that he had 
examined a considerable number of specimens of flattened 
trachea and had never found the atrophy described by Rose. 

In the specimens that I have myself examined, the lings were 
always of normal thickness. 

It may be objected that an examination of museum specimens 
is not a fair test of the presence or absence of softening since 
these have usually been preserved in alcohol and have bec<Hne 

" It innst V remembcveii that tlieae remarka npply only to iniairet^ goitre ; 
lualigniint diai-nse of tlie tiiyroid commonly inftltrates and sooner or later 
penetrates the interior of the trachen. 

t No. 2a02c, 

j '■ Ueber den GegenwUrtigen Stand der Kropfbebandlung," by P. Bnina of 
Tubingen, Volkiiianii'n Saiiiml. hlit. Vurtrirge, Leipiig, 1884, No. -iU. 
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hardened by it. On the other hand the actual thickness of the 
wall cannot be materially altered by the spirit ; and also, if such 
softened areas really exist, surely even after soaking in alcohol 
there ought to be some difference between the hardness of the 
affected areas and of the sur;rounding healthy )mrts. Besides, 
many of the al^ove mentioned observations were made upon 
recent specimens which had never been in contact with alcohol. 

The true explanation of the apparent softening of a flattened 
ti'achea is probably as follows. 

Professor Rose, being a surgeon who had performed many ex- 
tirpations of goitre, was accustomed to see and feel the 
trachea as it lay exposed in the wound, and he noticed quite 
correctly that that part of the trachea which lay in contact with the 
goitre offered less resistance to the pressure of the finger than 
did the neighbouring part ; in fact it felt softer than the other. 
This feeling of apparent softening due to lessened resistance is 
produced however not by atrophy or real softening but by the 
alteration in the curvature of the tracheal rings. The accom- 
panying diagrams (Fig. 58, p. 113) will perhaps serve to explain 
this more fully. A convex surface offers greater resistance to 
pressure than does a flat one. The rings of a normal trachea, 
when.exposed in an operation, present a convex surface offering 
a certain resistance to the pressure of a finger. But let the 
curvature be lessened, as it is when a goitre presses upon it, 
and the resistance becomes proportionately diminished. In this 
way a false sense of softness is produced.* 

I have been able to verify this explanation by examining 
numerous examples of flattened tracheas both in the living 
subject in the course of operations upon goitre and also in 
museums, 'llie flattened surface which had lain in contact with 
the tumour was found to be less resisting, to teel softer, 
although no real softening or atrophy was present. 

2. We come now to the second mode by which dyspnoea may 
be caused — by pressure um)k oe otheb ibkitation of the 

UEC.CRRKNT LARYNGEAL NERVES. 

In n previous chapter, allusion has been made to the fact 
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that a goitrous tumour may occasionally cause comprestiioii or 
irritation of the i-ecurrent laryngeal nerves. Judging from the 
opinion expressed by many English writers, it would appear 
that this view of the cause of dyspncea has received more 
support than has that which foi-med the subject of the preceding 
section. 

The relation which the i-ecurrent laryngeal nerve bears to a 
thyroid tumour is of much importance. Most commonly the 
nerve is pushed backwards and inwards by the growth, and lies 
in the fuiTow between the trachea and oesophagus. Rarely is it 
spread out over the posterior surface of the growth. 

The remarkable absence of aphonia and dysphonia in con- 
nection with the dyspncea caused by goitre would seem to 
indicate that the dyspntea is not often caused by recmTent 
laryngeal disturbance. 

The paroxysmal nature of the dyspnoea has been thought by 
some to be evidence of its nervous origin. On the other hand, 
it might be explained just as well by supposing that some 
movement on the part of the patient bad caused the already 
narrow trachea to become still further narrowed by slight 
bending or kinking. It should be borne in mind too, that some 
kinds of goitre, especially the parenchymatous, may undergo 
rapid and sudden enlargement from inci'ease of the colloid 
secretion within it. 

That irritation of the i-ecurrent laryngeal nerves may in some 
cases at least be the cause of the dyspnoea cannot, however, be 
denied. That it may cause death, is also, I think, undeniable. 

The following case appears to illustrate this point ; 

Dr. Johannes Seitz* of Zurich was consulted by a girl aged 20 
who complained of slight dyspnoea. She had a siuail goitre which 
did not appear to be very serious. In the middle of the following 
night she was suddenly seized with a paroxysm of dyspntea and died 
in a few minutes. At the post mortem a small parenchymatous 
goitre was found, but the trachea appeared to be little if at all com- 
pressed by it. No other cause for the dyspncea could be found. 
There could be no doubt from the history of the case that the girl* 
had died of dyspncea. The conclusion, therefore, was that the 

* Dr. Kcitz hiw published this tme in full in iin libXe piiper upon this subject. 
■' Der Kropflod durch Stimmlmndlkhmung." Areh.f. klin. Ckir., 18#3. 



I.Google 



118 THE THYROID GLAND. 

growth of the goitre had irritated the recuirent nerves in such a 
way as to set up fatal spasm of the glottis.* Dr. Seitz was kind 
enough to allow me to eKamine the specimen critically and I could 
find no evidence to disprove the conclusion at which he lud 
arrived. 

Tliere are two theories as to the mode in which the affection 
of the laryngeal nerves may cause dyspncea, namely, by causing 
{a) spasm of the adductors of the vocal cords ; (i) paralysis of the 
abductors. 

The fii-st theory is a very ancient one, the second is more 
especially associated with the name of Sir Felix Semon. ITie 
latter has shown that in cases where the recurrent nene has 
become gradually paralysed by pressure, as, for example, by an 
aneutism, it is the abductors that are first affected, and that the 
adductors remain intact for a longer time. The effect of this 
earlier paralysis of the abductors is to cause considerable and 
dangerous dyspnoea which may prove fatal if both nerves are 
affected simultaneously. The dyspncea ten<ls to diminish as 
the paralysis advances and the cord assumes the cadaveric 
position. Of the truth of this assertion there can be no reason- 
able doubt. But whether this is what usually happens when a 
goitre presses upon the i-ecurrent nerve is much less certain. 
The paroxysmal natui-e of the dyspnuea, in many cases, if due at 
all to an affection of the nerves, would seem to point rather to 
a spasmodic than to a paralytic affection ; in cases where the 
dypsnflea is more persistent and continuous, it is perhaps 
}M>ssihle that the paralytic theoiy may apply, 

3, By DiRturr extension iki-o thk iNTfimon of traiHea oe 
1.AHYNX. — In simple goitre, that is, in aii}- non-nmlignant fonn 
of the disease, this never occurs. 

In malignant disease of the thyroid, on the other hand, such 
ingrowth does usually take place, and frequently it is the 
cause of death. The larynx is perforated much less often, 
'lliis is but natural, since the larynx is not situated in such 
intimate relation with the thyroid as is the trachea. 

It would seem that hydatid cysts, unlike other cysts of the 

• It U coiiceivHble, however, that tlie Buddenlj toiiiiiressed, elaatie tmchea of 
II youHK peniun might reg^n its nornial calibru when removed from the body 
imd thii» relieved from external preitsure. 
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thyroid, are apt to cause absorptkni of the tracheal wall. 
Examples are quoted by DardeJ in his thesis on the subject* 

4. By kuptuee of a cyst ok an abscess i>jto the aik 
I'AssAtiiss. — A few cases have been recorded in which a thyroid 
cyst or abscess has burst suddenly into the trachea, larynx, or 
pharynx, and the discharge of pus or other fluid has caused 
imuiediate suffocation. 

Sir James Paget f mentions the case of an elderly woman 
under the care of Mr. Vincent ; rupture of a suppurating 
thyroid cyst into the pharynx product immediate asphyxia 
and death. 

A sui^eon who is treating a suppurating cyst should bear in 
mind the possibility of such a fatal termination. 

Cases of sudden death caused by the rupture of a hydatid 
cyst will be found in the table appended to chap. xi. 

5, By c.vcsiNG osDEHA OF THF, cixxTTis. — (£dema of the glottis 
sometimes complicates: (i) Inflammation of the thyroid, and 
(ii) Malignant disease. 

It is not difficult to understand how inflammation of the 
thyroid may easily spread to a part so near to it as the 
glottis. 

Many years ago I had the opportunity of seeing a case in 
which a swelling of the thyroid gland caused such dyspnoea that 
an attempt was made to perform tra<ieotomy, Laryngo- 
scopic examination before the operation disclosed considerable 
uedema of the glottis. The relief aflbi-ded by the incision into 
the gland and the rapid disappearance of the tumour were sup- 
posed to confirm the diagnosis of inflammation of the thyroid. 
This seems to have been a case in which the dyspnoea was 
produced by oedema of the glottis. 

Reveivlin J of GenevEi, whose experience of goitre has been 
very large, remarks that cedema of the glottis does not occur 
in cases of simple goitre, although it is occasionally met with 
in malignant disease. 

The oedema of surrounding parts jH^uced by the latter 
disease requires no special explanation or illustration. 

■ See thHp. si. 

t ■■ LecUireti on Surgical Pathology," 1876, p. 401. 

I B«rve Midii-alt df la Sviim BuBUinde, \SS2, f. ll'i. 
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6. BV CAUSING SWELLING OF THE MUCOUS MEMBBAME OK THE 

TfiAOHKA, — It is only in cases where the trachea has already been 
greatlj nan-owed by pressure from without that the slight extra 
amount of narrowing thus produced could lead to dyspnoea. 

In cases of inflammation of the thyroid, the mucous membrane 
of the neighbouring trachea may perhaps be directly attiected by 
extension of the inflammation to it. 

Idiopathic bronchitis, or more strictly tracheitis, may also 
produce dyspncea in cases where the trachea is already narrow. 
Allusion has already been made to the fact that the trachea may 
be considerably nan-owed by the pi-essure of a goitre, and yet no 
dyspnoea be pi-esent. But let such a patient be attacked by 
bronchitis, or even by an ordinary cold, and the dyspnrea may 
speedily become alarm iug. 

Goitrous patients frequently say that their breathing never 
gives them any ti-ouble except when they have caught cold. 

In the pi-ecetling portion of this chapter, we have been engaged 
in considering the various modes in which the dyspnoea may be 
produced by goitre. 

We have now to consider a subject closely related, namelv, 
the age and aex of the patient and the Twieties of goitre that 
are most likely to produce dyspnosa, and especially such 
dyspncea as will endanger life. 

Careful study of this subject must obviously have an important 
bearing upon the prognosis and ti-eatment suitable to any given 
case. 

Although dyspncea is such a common symptom in patients 
sufFenng from goitre, yet it varies greatly in degree in different 
cases. Moreover, those who have published cases have described 
the dyspnnea in such different terms that it is difticult, from 
mere published reports to draw accurate conclusions as to the 
varieties of goitre most likely to cause serious dyspncea. 

The table on pp. 126-129 affords some help in the study of 
this subject. It includes all those cases, and those cases only 
tfiat I have been able to find, in which the dyspnoea was clearly 
so extreme, that death resulted from it and from it alone. It 
will be seen that it includes cases in which no operation 
was performed, and also those in which the death seems 

D,.n. II, Gootjic 
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attributable clearly to the dyspnoea, and not to the opera- 
tion.* 

In order to eliminate, as far as possible, any source of error 
arising from the latter point, no case has been included in which 
the operation was anything more than a simple tracheotomy or 
laryngotomy. 

If cases in which more severe operations, such as extirpation 
or enucleation, had been included in the table, the number 
could have been enormously increased, since it is usually 
dyspncea which has led to the performance of these more 
serious operations. But it is so difficult to be quite sure how 
far the death in such cases is attributable to the dyspncea and 
how often to complications arising from the operations them- 
selves, that their inclusion would have seriously impaired the 
statistical value of the table. 

The table gives details of thirty-four cases Irom the following 
sources : In eight the actual goitre has come under my notice 
in museums, the history having been in most cases obtained 
from the museum catalogue ; seven cases have been personally 
communicated to me by the practitioners under whose care the 
patients were ; the remaining nineteen have been obtained from 
various medical journals and hospital registers. 

In an examination of the table the first point that may be 
noticed is that of the whole thirty-four cases, no less than 
seventeen (i.e., just half) occurred in patients of the male sex. 
It is well known that goitre occurs much more frequently in 
female than in male patients. It might therefore naturally be 
expected that cases of fatal dyspnoea would be much more 
common among the former. Such, however, does not seem to 
be the case. Fatal dyspncea occurs with nearly equal Jreqttency 
in both sexes despite the fact that innocent goitre is much more 
common in the female sex. 

The next point to be notirad is that the great majority of 
the patients were young adults under the age of twenty. Of 

* It nill bt^ seen hIru thiit a targe and important clasA of caneB, namely thoHe 
of malignant dineHHe, has likevrigi! been omitted. The^ citgea have been omtttrd 
because dyapniBn of a severe and generally fatal nature Is almost always present 
in patients suffering from malignant disease of the thyroid ; the cause of the 
dyspnrea in these cases is generally difFerent from that which pertains in cases 
of inuuccnt goitre, being so often due to direct extension of growth into the 
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the twentv-nine cases in which the age is given only seven were 
above twenty, while the youngest was twelve. Three quarters 
of the patients were between the a^es of twelve and twenty, 
and of these no less than thirteen (more than one third of the 
total number) were between the ages of thirteen and sixteen. 
Of the five whose exact ages are not given two were "young 
adults," and it is at least highly probable that they were under 
twenty. Of the seven whose ages are stated definitely to be 
above twenty, one was only 23, the others S9, 30,and 33 respec- 
tively ; it may be noticed that the last four were all women. 

If we may draw conclusions from these figui-es it appears that 
tJie age at which fated dyspncea is most likely to occur is that of' 
pvierty or soon after* and that at a later age it is women and 
not men that are most likely to be the victims of dyspnoea. 

In what way may this relation to age and sex be explained ? 

In mo^t of the above-mentioned cases the goitre was of the 
parenchymatous variety, that is the enlargement of the thyroid 
was caused chiefly by an increase in glandular elements attended 
by an abnormal aeeumulation of the colloid contents of the 
vesicles. 

In most cases of goitre occurring in young subjects we find 
that this is the nature of the tumour. In older patients, on the 
odier hand, we as often, or more often, meet with unilateral 
swellings, cysts or cystic adenomata. 

There cannot be much doubt also that the more acute the 
goitre, that is the more rapidly it has grown, the more severe 
will be the dyspnoea. 

One reason why young people are more liable to dangerous 
dyspnoea is because in them the trachea is softer, more yielding, 
and therefore more easily compressed than in older people. 
Another reason is that in them the goitre is usually of the 
bilateral parenchymatous variety which can compress the trachea 
more effectually than a unilateral goitre. Thirdly, parenchy- 

ii[r.pH>isiigt». Tile age uf such patients '\* unually much greater thnn those of 
the VHst miijority of puticntg of the other eUiBS. Such a (iinlinct claw then do 
these caseH form that by mixing tlieiu with the others we should only arrive 
at more confused and leitg accurate deductions. 

* It may be added that this slateuietit is conlinued by uti examination of the 
uiueh larger number of those cases in which major operations have been per- 
fiinned, but which do not, for reasons stated above, appear in the table. 
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matous goitres are especially E^t to develop rapidly about the 
age of puberty. The rapid development at this age may 
perhaps be due to the close connection which appears to exist 
between the thyroid gland and the genital system.* 

Increasing pEu^nchy matous goiti-es in persons over the age of 
twenty are usually seen in women, and in a large number of 
cases during pregnancy. f 

The enlargement of the thyroid gland which is said to occur 
during menstruation has ali'eady been mentioned. Certainly at 
these periods a goitre is v^y apt to swell and cause respiratory 
ti-oubles. 

In middle-aged and elderly patients a variety of goitre which 
sometimes leads to serious or fatal dyspnoea is that form of 
cystic goiti'o to which the term " ha;morrhagic goitre " has been 
given. 

The tumoiu' generally contains one or more large cysts into 
which hiemorrhage suddenly occurs (cases 3, 5 and 30 in the 
table), or the tumour may give way at some part, generally the 
posterior, and blood mixed with the other contents of the cyst 
may difiuse itself into the surrounding tissues, causing pressure 
upon the trachea or perhaps upon the recurrent nerves. For 
examples of this accident see Heidenreich and Dewes, { 

Osier has published § the following case of fatal haemorrhage 
into a large bronchocele : 

The patient was a.n insane woman aged 44, who died from 
spontaneous hcemorrhage into a large bronchocele. While at work 
she became faint, breathless and blanched, and died in a few hours. 
An immense goitre which had existed for many yeans occupied the 
entire space between the chin and sternum. At the post-mortem 
examination " a space was opene<l between the bronchocele and the 

• It is possible that tlic ("feiiter eiilitr^Bment of the larynx ftiid trachi-a which 
tuk-CH plHce tit puberty iimy htivc some share id the production of the dyspiuBa 

t Bhb Jeuks " On the Keliitioo of Goitre to Pregnancy, &c.," Aiiitr. Jtmrn. of 
Obst., 1881, vol. xiv. p. 1. Also Lawaon Tuit " On Eulargement of the ThjToId 
Body in Pregnancy," Ti-aitt. Mhi. OM. AW. iv. 81-9.i. 

X " Schneller Tod durt-h due Bersten einer Schilddrilaencyste und die 
Trachea oomprimirende Blotergusa," Curre/pondeiKblalt Bayer. Aerite, IH41, 
riuuted by Seitz. 

g " Fatal Hiemorrhage intc) a Large QvQru:h.oi:t:\e," John Hophiiu Hogp. Ji»ll ., 
Baltimore, 188a-!H), i, p. TA. 
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Btemtim, containing large clots, which on dissection were found to 
have come from one of the lower cjsts of the goitre which had rup- 
tured. The blood extended into the cellular tissue of the neck and 
beneath the sternum into the anterior mediastinum, covering the 
aorta and upper part of the pericardium. The heemorrhage passed 
behind the pharynx and down the course of the ixsophagus for two 
or three inches. On removal, the windpipe and gullet were found 
almost completely embedded in the goitre, and the former seemed 
at its lower part somewhat compressed. The bronchocele weighed 
ly'ff kilograms, and was of the parenchymatous variety ; here and 
there were cysts." 

Dr. Osier in his remarks upon the case says that it was difficult 
to determine whether this patient died directly fi-om loss of 
blood or from the mechanical effects of pressure. It is unfor- 
tunate that no note has been made of the state of the veins. 
From the description of the hwmon-hage it seems likely that 
the blood was derived from one of the thinned and gi-eatly 
distended veins that usually ramify upon the surface of large 
goitres. 

Occasionally a cyst undergoes rapid enlargement owing to 
excessive inflammatory secretion into its interior, A case that 
I saw with Mr. Bowlby at St. Bartholomew's Hospital a few 
years ago illustrates this point.* 

A woman was admitted with a tense elastic swelling at the lower 
part of the thyroid gland. The swelling lay largely behind the 
sternum. It had recently increased considerably in size and caused 
extreme dyspnuea. The cyst was incised and found to extend so 
iar down behind the sternum that we could both see and feel the 
arch of the aorta and the chief vessels arising therefrom. The cyst 
wall was so intimately connected with these vessels that enucleation 
would have been impossible. The huge cavity was packed with 
gauze and the patient made an excellent recovery. 

In this case it seems probable that an inflammatory condition 
of the cyst led to the hypersecretion into it and the consequent 
severe dyspncea. 

With the exception of these cysts suddenly increasing from 
haemorrhage or other cause, and tumours which are substernal, 
unilateral goitres do not often cavsejatal dyspncea. 

* This oose has b«eD published in the LaiieH. 18^3, i. lllt<. 
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The degree of prominence of the tumour is of importance in 
relation to dyspncea. The more firmly a goitre is held down by 
resisting structures such as fascia or bone (sternum), the more 
likely is it to cause seiious respiratory trouble. Thus, some of 
the most dangerous tumours ai-e those which lie behind the 
sternum and which send down prolongations into this region 
(substernal and aortic goitres, "goitres plongeants" of French 
authors). 

In countries where goitre is prevalent one often sees huge 
prominent and even pendulous tumours causing comparatively 
httle dyspnoea. Fig. 46 shows such a ctiae. As examples of 
the opposite condition in which the goitre causes hardly any 
external swelhng may he cited the case recorded on p. 105, and 
that of the boy whose goitre is now in St. George's Hospital 
Museum." 

In the latter case although gradually increasing dyspnoea had 
been present for sixteen months yet no external tumour was 
noticed until three days before death, which occurred from 
suffocation. 

Strictly median tumours, not involving the lateral lohes, are, 
as has already been explained, extremely rarely the cause of 
dyspnrea. 

There are some reasons for believing that the bilateral fibrous 
goitres of adults are especially liable to cause severe dyspnoea. 
Several cases have come under my observation which seem to 
support this view. 

One was that of an elderly woman seen with Dr. Favre at 
Fribourg (Switzerland) in 1886. This patient had a very small 
hard goitre which appeared to be shrinking in size and causing 
increasing and severe dyspncea as it did so. 

Other cases are described in the following chapter. 
• No. laB. Alao cii«e 2 in tlie tiible. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

INFLAMMATION. 



nosis— Treatment. Clironic inflammation — Primary cliroDic inflamma- 
tion — DiagDoeia from malignant disKnse — Treatment. 

Acute inflammation may attack a previously normal thyroid or 
one that is already the seat of goitre. Inflammation of a goitre 
is most often seen as the result of some operation, such as 
injection. Inflammation due to any other cause is one of the 
least common affections of the thyroid. 

Idiopathic inflammation, whether of the normal or of the 
goitrous thyroid, has been observed most often in the course of 
one of the exanthemata or of some other acute febrile disease 
and generally at a late stage. 

Of these diseases the following are the most important : 

Typhoid Fever, — The occurrence of abscess in vai-ious parts 
of the body in the later stages of typhoid fever is such a well- 
known complication of that disease that it is not surprising to 
find that the thyroid gland is sometimes the part affected. The 
occurrence of this form of thyroiditis was probably first mentioned 
by fiaumann in 1856.* 

Abscess of the thyroid is a late complication of typhoid fever, 
rarely occurring before the fourth week and often very much 
later. 

Rheumatism, first mentioned by Molliere.t The inflamma- 
tion due to this cause appears to differ from that caused by 

• " Ueber die Vereiterung der Scliilddruse,'' Inaugural DisBcrtntion, Zliricli, 
1H56. 

t -If^ui. :»"■. *. Mai.. LyonB. 1873, p. 2.I. See also Kicklin, Oaz.Meih. 
riiria, 18SS, p. 448, iind Zoniovitch, " De la thyroMitu aiguS rbiinmtlenitile," 
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typhoid in that the inflammation i-arely proceeds to suppuration, 
whereas in typhoid fever abscess is frequently the result. Sir 
Thomas Barlow * has recorded a case which may perhaps be 
classed as rheumatic. The patient was a boy aged three, 
previously healthy and just recovering from an attack of 
etythema nodosum. The whole thyroid gland was enlfu'ged 
and caused much pain, fever and dysphagia. The acute phase 
of the disease lasted foui- days and the total duration of the 
enlargement was about a fortnight. Much relief was obtained 
by the application of a single leech to the centre of the 
swelling. 

In most of the recorded cases of rheumatic thyroiditis, the 
duration of the acute phase appears to have been shorter, 
lasting not more than two days. 

Pyeemia is responsible for a considerable proportion of 
cases.f A case of abscess of the thyroid that came under my 
notice in 1886 in the post-mortem room of St. Bartholomews 
Hospital was due to this cause. 

The patient was a young woman aged 21, who died of pyiemia 
connected with necrosis of the femur. In the lower part of the 
right lobe was an abscess which had, however, caused no 
symptoms ; during life its presence had not been suspected. 
Several cases of thyroiditis in the course of puerperal fever have 
been recorded. J 

Malaria,§ Variola H and Cholera? have all been i-ecorded 
as causes of thyi'oid inflammation. 

Traumatic inflammatioa is but rarely seen in the 
previously healthy thyroid. Cases in which it has been caused 
by attempts at strangulation, rough friction, blows, and other 
forms of mechanical injury have been cited by Walther*" and 
others. 

• iya«^. Clin. *<-., 1888, p. 67. 

t H. Lebert, "Die Kraiikheit«ii der Schilddriise und Ihre Behandluog,'' 
BreBlHU. 1862. Guthtiu " On Gunshot Wounds," 1827, p. 260. 

X Laure, Sw. Med. de LyoR, Jan. 1S73. Lebert, op. c'lt. Kohn, up. c'lt. 

B ZessB, "Ueber Strumitis und Thyreoditis bei MalnriH," CcstralM.f, Chii:. 
So. 30, 188S. 

|{ Liouville, Mini, de Sue,, de Siol., 1870. 

ir Cruveilhier, Gg:. dc mp.\U%>iixtii^\>y M. D. Simon, Thesis, Paris, 1881), 

■• "Npue Heilart des Kropfes dureh UntCThindun;r desobern Schilddruptn 
SehlOKfid'^m," SaLbarh, 1S17, pp. 17-1!>, quoted by Lebert. 
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Inflammation and suppuration of an enlarged (goitrous) 
thyroid gland is often seen as the result of tapping, injection, 
incision, or any other operation which has been perfonned 
without sufficient attention to asepsis. 

Krieg* says that of twenty-foiir cases of inflamed goitre 
obsei-ved by Kocher, in no less than nine the cause was 
injection. 

One of the chief objections to the employment of injection a» 
a means of treating goitre is that it may set up a dangerous 
amount of inflammation. 

>S'ymp/om.».— The ordinai-y signs and symptoms of inflamma- 
tion are met with in the case of the thyroid gland, as they are 
in that of any other organ of the body. The special symptoms 
which are met with in inflammation of this organ depend upon 
its close connection with certain important structures in the 
neck. Of these symptoms the most important are dyspncea, dys- 
phagia and pain produced by pressure upon, or involvement of, 
the cervical and brachial plexuses. Dyspntea is produced by 
the direct pressure of the swollen gland upon the trachea, and 
perhaps to a certain extent also by the involvement of the 
recurrent nerves in the inflammation. If the trachea be already 
narrowed by the goitre, the extra swelling caused by the inflam- 
mation may lead to very serious respiratory disti-ess. Dysphagia 
is caused either by direct pi-essure upon the cesophagus or 
pharynx, or by the actual involvement of these structures in 
the inflammatory pi-ocess. The act of deglutition, by causing- 
movement of the inflamed gland, naturally causes pain. Pain 
referred to the peripheral distribution of the cerWcal suid 
brachial nerves is a common symptom of thyroiditis, and afibrds 
an important means of diagnosis. Other fonns of thyroid 
enlargement, with the impoiiant exception of malignant disease,, 
rarely cause severe pain. As the inflammatory swelling of the 
gland increases, the dyspncea becomes more and more severe,^ 
and attacks of suflbcation occur I'rom time to time. Alteration 
in the voice and in the character of the cough also occur. The 
cough gradually assumes the peculiar brassy natui-e so charac- 
teristic of tracheal obstruction. 

■ Krieg. Mnl. Ci-n. HI. il. M'Url/emb. Aer;ll. I pi: Sfutt//., 188-1, liv. p. 147. 
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The pressure symptoms are of great importance since, if .un- 
i-elieved, they are apt to i-esult in fatal suffocation. Kohn * 
says that inflammation may also prove fatal by extension to the 
mucous membrane of the trachea, causing this to swell, and so 
block up still more its already narrowed lumen. The possibility 
of the rapid occuiTence of cedenia of the glottis should also be 
borne in mind. 

If suppuration occur, the pus is exceedingly likely to pene- 
trate the capsule of the gland, and to make its way, either into 
the cellular tissue of the neck or into the trachea or pharynx. 
If it pass into the cellular tissue an exceedingly dangerous 
condition supervenes. The dangere of a diffuse inflammation of 
the deeper parts of the neck and the mediastinum ai'e too well 
known to need further description. 

Numerous museum specimens illustrate the tendency of pus 
to make its way from the thyroid gland into the trachea or 
pharynx. The sudden discharge of a quantity of pus into 
either of these cavities generally leads to the immediate suffoca- 
tion of the patient, and the liability to its occurrence should 
not be lost sight of. 

In St. Bartholomew's Hospital Museum t is a preparation 
which shows a large thyroid cyst which suppurated and burst 
into the pharynx. 

"The patient was an elderly wotnan and the enlargement of tlie 
gland had long existed. The cyst at iirst contained a fluid like 
serum, which when withdrawn spontaneously coagulated. After 
being twice emptied the walls of the cyst inflamei], and it was 
rapidly filled with pus and lymph ; its wall ulcerated and the ulcera- 
tion extending through the adjacent part of the pharynx, the 
patient was sufTocated by a sudden discharge of its contents and the 
passage of some of them into the larynx." 

It will be seen that there is a communication between the 
upper part of the cyst and the pharynx, near the arytenoid 
cartilage. 

Lebert cites a curious case taken from Heidenreich's work on 
goitre. A young man suffered for six months with what was 

• Op. iH. p. 21 li. 

"I" No. 2314. T)ii8 specimen is probably from Mr. Vintent's case described in 
Sir JHniui l'u(ict'B " Surgical pHtholopry," lilii, j>. 401. 
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supposed to be stricture of the (esophagus and suppuration of the 
lungs. It was known that he had a goitre. After death it was 
found that both oesophagus and lungs were quite healthy. All 
the symptoms were due to the goiti-e, which, besides causing 
marked pressure upon the oesophagus, had suppui-ated and dis- 
charged pus into the trachea, a shoH distance below the larynx. 
The frequent expectoration of this pus had given rise to the 
erroneous diagnosis of suppuration of the lungs. 

Perforation into the trachea usually takes place in the 
neighbourhood of the first or second ring. 

Penetration of the pharynx usually occurs near the upper 
opening of the larynx. 

Diagnosis. — Acute inflammation of the thyroid gland is 
likely to be confounded with one or other of the following 
affections, 

1. Simple acute parenchymatous enlargement of the 
gland, especially that which occurs about puberty or soon after- 
wards. The absence of fever, pain, and tenderness will, however, 
generally be sufficient for the establishment of a correct 
diagnosis. 

2. Inflammation of neighbouring parts may easily simulate 
thyroiditis. Such are inflammations of the cervical lymphatic 
glands, of the cellular tissue of. the neck and of the larynx itself. 
Careful attention to the exact position of the swelling, and 
noticing whether or not it moves with the larynx, will probably 
enable the observer to distinguish the thyroid affection from 
the others. 

An interesting case has been recoi-ded by Kohn* in which 
suppurative perichondritis of the larynx was accompanied by a 
tumour so closely resembling an abscess of the thyroid gland 
as to be mistaken for it, A fluctuating tumour as large as a 
walnut lay exactly in the situation of the right lobe of the 
thyi-oid, and being attached to the larynx naturally followed its 
movements during deglutition. 

I have myself seen a case in which suppurative perichondritis 
of the thyroid cartilage had been diagnosed as a tumour of the 
thyroid gland. 

■ np. eit. p. 244. 
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3. Sudden extravaaatioa of blood into a cystic thyroid 
g]and may also closely simulate acute inflammation. 

4. malignant disease is often mistaken for inflammation, 
especially when it occurs in the form of a soft rapidly growing 
tumour. The diagnosis is especially difficult, when, as often 
happens, a malignant tumour penetrates the air or food passages 
and thus becomes the seat of septic inflammation. 

Treatment. — In the early stages, before suppuration has 
occurred, the treatment should consist in the administration of 
a purgative and the local application of hot fomentations. If 
the inflammation be due to a specific cause such as rheumatism 
or syphilis, specific remedies such as salicylate of soda and 
iodide of potassium must of course be administered. A careful 
watch should be kept upon the breathing, and if dyspnoea 
threaten to become severe, the surgeon must be prepared to 
operate promptly. The danger of suffocation should not be lost 
sight of. 

If the case has gone on to suppuration, the pus should be 
evacuated as soon as possible. Some have recommended aspira- 
tion and the injection of carbolic acid or other antiseptic, but 
direct incision seems to be preferable. If the suppuration o<»-.iu' 
in a previously healthy gland or in one that is the seat of a 
general pai-enchymatous enlargement, the surgeon should usually 
be content with simple evacuation of the pus. If, however, 
suppuration take place within a cystic or other encapsule<l 
tumour, as is frequently the case, then it is generally best to 
perform enucleation of the cyst. Kocher speaks of inflammation 
as favouring in some cases the operation of enucleation, since 
thereby the tumour is loosened from its connections. In other 
eases, however, in which there has been long-continued inflam- 
mation, the operation may be rendered very difficult, and when 
there is much fixity of the cyst it may even be best not to 
attempt its removal but to be content with incision and drain- 
age. 

In all cases of operation for acute abscess the wound should 
be drained. The necessity for an early operation in cases of 
abscess of the thyroid gland is obvious when we consider hew 
great a tendency there is for the pus to make its way into the 
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deeper structures of the neck and thus to set up most dangerous 
complications. 

The treatment of thyroid fistulBe, the result of inflammation, 
must be conducted upon general principles. The listula must 
be kept as clean as possible by washing and free drainage. If 
there be much surrounding inflammation, wet antiseptic com- 
presses frequently changed form the best application at first. 
The mouth of the fistula must be opened as much as possible, so 
as to convert the fistula into an open wound and allow it to heal 
up from the bottom. The situation of the fistula, in close 
proximity to large blood-vessels and other important structures, 
often renders a free laying open of the parts quite impossible. 
The surgeon must then be content with laying open the super- 
ficial part and draining the deeper regions. If the fistula have 
followed an operation in which silk ligatures have been em- 
ployed, it will often not heal until these have been removed. 
The casting off of ligatures from an opei-ation wound in this 
region is a most tedious process, often occupying many months. 
If the fistula be connected with a hard fibrous or calcareous 
goitre, its walls may be so rigid that they cannot come 
together; the fistula will then be a permanent one unless the 
tumour be removed. 

Such fistulfe are by no means uncommon after the injection of 
tough walled cysts and old adenomata. Fig. 86 shows a caae of 
this kind in which the fistula had existed for many years. 

The following case came under my care some years ago : 

Kate C, aged ,15, domestic servant, was admitted to the Royal 
Free Hospital in Nov. Ili9l, on account of a sinus in the neck, 
painful swellings of the joints and other symptoms of septic absorp- 
tion. Eleven months previously, at another hospital, a right-sided 
goitre had been injected and incised. Much suppuration had 
followed the operation and a sinus had been present ever since. 
When the discharge from it was abundant the patient was fairly 
well. When the sinus, however, became blocked, as it did every 
few weeks, and the discharge became pent up, the patient had high 
temperatures and suffered severely from septic absorption. She was 
consequently unable to follow her occupation. In the right side of 
the neck was a thyroid tumour as lai^e as a goose's egg. A sinus 
led directly into its interior and was atwut two inches long. Foul 
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pus 0026(1 continually from the opening. The tumour was a good 
deal fixed hy surrounding inflammation. 

For a few weeks the sinus was washed out and cleansed as much 
as possible. On Dec. «, 1891, the whole of the right lobe was 
extirpated in the usual manner. Great care was necessary in the 
operation to prevent contamination of the eittensive wound with 
the septic contents of the sinus. The tumour and surrounding 
parts were so matted together by old inflammation that the opera- 
tion was tedious and difficult. The wound was drained and the 
patient made a rapid and excellent recovery. The temperature 
never rose above 99°, and the wound healed by primary union. 
The patient never had any further trouble, and when last heard of, 
eight years after the operation, was in excellent health. The 
tumour (now in thej Royal Free Hospital Museum, No. xxii. 3) 
shows a solid adenoma with much surrounding fibrous tissue and an 
abscess cavity in the centre. 

Still more serious is the condition of affairs when a thyi-oid 
fistula opens on to a mucous surface, the trachea or oesophagus. 

In the Museum of Charing Cross Hospital is a specimen " of 
a large -solid thyroid adenoma which was temoved by Mr. John 
H. Morgan on account of a fistula which opened both externally 
and also internally into the nesophagus. 

The patient was a woman aged 46, whose goitre had been 
injected four years previously at another hospital. After other 
methods had failed to cure the flstula, the whole tumour was 
removed by operation. The opening into the cesophagus which whs 
just below the cricoid cartilage was closed with fine silk sutures, 
and the wound drained. The patient made an excellent, although 
somewhat tedious recovery, t 



Primary Chronic Inflammation. 
Under this name may be described a remarkable and somewhat 
rare affection which seems to have attracted but little attention 
in this country. It is characterised by the development in the 
thyroid gland of a tumour of exceeding density and hardness, 
which shows a remarkable tendency to become adherent to, and 

• Xo. 877a. 

t A full (ici'Oiirt of tliii ciiae has been imlilished by Mr, Murgiiii in tlie 
T/lH^raUil .\f'il. .%>«■- to.- .Itiiie 29, 188y. 
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even to surround and infiltrate, neighbouring structures. Various 
names have been given to the aflection, the pathology of which 
is still somewhat obscure. 

Tailhefer,* in an excellent paper upon the subject, uses the 
name " primary canceriform chronic inflammation." Bowlbyf has 
published a typical case under the name of " infiltrating 
fibroma,^ and seems to think that the disease is allied to 
sarcoma. There can, however, be but little doubt that chronic 
inflammation is the term that is most correct. The remarkable 
similarity which exists, both clinically and pathologically, 
between this disease and some of the harder forms of malignant 
disease is very striking. Indeed almost every case hitherto 
described has been diagnosed at first as malignant disease. To 
Riedel X of Jena we ai-e indebted for drawing attention to the 
true nature of the disease and in the publication of two cases 
that came under his care. 

I have myself seen three cases. One of these was the case 
published by Mr. Bowlby, which was under the care of Sir 
Thomas Smith. The other two were under my own care at the 
Royal Free Hospital. 

The disease occurs both in men and in women. It appears to 
be most common in middle a^e but cases in childhood have been 
recorded. A swelling is noticed in one or other, or both, lobes, 
of the gland. It grows steadily and painlessly, and when it 
i-eachcs the exterior of the gland it becomes firmly fixed to the 
trachea, carotid vessels, recurrent nerves, and other structures. 
It exerts pressure upon all the structures and causes dyspntea, 
dysphagia, dysphonia, and obliteration of the carotid pulse. If 
unti-eated it gradually compresses the trachea more and more 
and causes death by suffocation. The swelling does not usually 
attain any great size, the lateral lobe of the thyroid being seldom 
larger than a goose''s egg. 

The extreme hardness of the tumour has been likened by 

" " Inflammation thronique primitive ' eancfriforme ' de la glanda thyroi'dp," 
by E. TailhBfer in flee, dp Uhli:, Paris, March 10, 1898, v.,1. jviii. p. 224. 

t " Infiltrating fibroma (.' anrcoma) of the th}-roid gland," Tram. Path. Sue. 
I88-i, vol. lairi. p. 420. 

J " Die chroninehe sur Bildung eisenharter Tumuren fuhrende Entziindung 
der Schilddriise," VfrhriHdl. d. Deriich. Graflhirli. f. Chir., Berlin, 18iRi, i. 
p. 101. 
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various observei-3 to that of wood, iron or stone. It is quite 
distinct fi-om the ordinary fibroid degeneration so commonly 
seen in parenchymatous and adenomatous goitres. The latter 
progresses extremely slowly aud does not cause infilti-ation of, or 
adhesion to, surrounding parts. 

The following are the three cases which have come imder my 
own notice : 

Mrs. Eliza D , art. 42, was admitted into St, Bartholomew's 

Hospital on Nov. 28, 1883, under the care of Sir Thomas Smith. 
Three years previously she had drst noticed a swelling of the lower 
part of the neck. During the next year this swelling gradually 
increased aud her breathing then became affected. At thb period 
she consulted a doctor who found that the thyroid gland was " very 
slightly enlarged, firm, and not at all painful."* A year later it was 
found that the thyroid was apparently incorporated with the 
trachea, the place of the gland being taken by a very hard, painless 
growth. She was treated with iodide of potash and biniodide of 
mercury ointment, but did not improve. On the contrary her 
breathing gradually became worse and worse, and she was liable to 
fits of coughing .brought on by active movement, "The atony 
hardness of the growth was by this time very remarkable and was 
of such a nature as to suggest the presence of cartilage or bone. 
In April 1883, the patient was seen by Sir Felix Semon, who 
expressed the opinion that the disease was of a malignant nature. 
He found the trachea much narrowed, the left abductor paralysed, 
and the left vocal cord completely fixed in the middle line." The 
dyspntea continued to increase, and at times suffocation seemed 
imminent. Dysphagia and weakness of voice were now noticed. 
" On admission to the hospital dyspncea was very urgent. The front 
of the neck was occupied by an excessively hard mass, which enve- 
loped the whole of the tissues from the level of the hyoid bone 
downwards to the epistemal notch, and in which it was not possible 
to recognise any of the normal structures of this region. Free 
division of the isthmus of the thyroid failing to give any relief, 
tracheotomy was performed. Some temporary relief was afforded, 
but the dyspnoea returned and the patient died on Dec. i." The 
post-mortem examination was made by Mr. Bowlby who has given 
the following description : " The viscera generally were healthy. 
There were no signs whatever of secondary growth and none of 
glandular affection throughout the body. The thyroid gland and 

• ThB deserijition of thU chuh Sb Uiiiitly fruui the iiteount given by Mr. 
Bowlby in the FiiHi. 3:": Tiiin',, vol. xsxvi. 
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adjacent parts are occupied by a large new growth. The tumour 
is extremely hard, and of a similar shape to the gland in which it 
grows, being composed of two lateral lobes of equal size, joined by 
an isthmus. Its cut surface is fibrous. Each lobe reaches the level 
of the hyoid bone above and of the bifurcation of the trachea below ; 
they are joined by a broad isthmus reaching from the cricoid carti- 
lage over the upper half of the trachea. Above, the lobes present a 
rounded outline, are quite separate from each other and their limits 
are clearly marked. Behind, below and laterally, the limits of the 
growth are quite undefined, the surrounding parts being infiltrated 
by the tumour and not simply pushed aside. Thus the common 
carotid artery, the external and internal carotids, the internal 
jugular vein, the pneumogastric, recurrent laryngeal and sympathetic 
nerves are on each side entirely included in tlie tumour. The 
depressor muscles of the hyoid bone are infiltrated and fixed ; the 
tESophagus is infiltrated and so compressed an inch and a half below 
the cricoid cartilage, that the tip of the little finger can barely be 
passed. The trachea has been compressed both laterally and in 
front ; in the latter situation by the isthmus of the tumour (which 
has been divided), while its lower portion, which in life occupied the 
thorax and root of the neck, is infiltrated with ne.w growth on each 
side, and so narrowed by lateral compression that the little finger 
cannot be passed. The aorta and all its branches, the innominate 
veins, with the superior vena cava and the pulmonary artery, are all 
incorporated in the tumour to a greater or less extent, but although 
the calibre of these vessels is more or less diminished by pressure, 
in none of them is there any ulceration or clotting of blood. The 
apex of the leil lung is closely adherent to, and not separable from, 
the lowest portion of the growth. The bifurcation of the trachea, 
with both bronchi, is adherent to the tumour, as are also the 
bronchial lymphatic glands. Neither in the neck nor in the thorax 
were these latter at all enlarged or otherwise altered. I made a 
very careful examination of different parts of the tumour, sections 
being taken both from the centre and the periphery. The structure 
was entirely fibrous without the least appearance of either alveola- 
tion or of epithelial cells." 

The following case was under my own care at the Royal Free 
Hospital and difTei-s from the others in that spontaneous ulcei-a- 
tion of the skin occurred, as may be seen in the accompanying 
|diotograph (Fig. 59). 

Mary S , at. 63, widow, was admitted into the Royal Free 

Hospital on Jan. 'iO, 189!}, on account of dys|m(ea and an enlarged 
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thyroid glnnd. She had hafi for many years a swelling in tlie neck 
which had given her no trouble until about fifteen months before 
admission. At this time the swelling on the right side became 
larger and eventually broke through the skin. An indolent sinus 
had been present ever since. In the last two months she had had 
much severe dyspnica, especially at night. She had also lost flesh 
in the last few weeks. 

On admission she was found to be pale and thin. She breathed 



Fio. ie.— Prlmarr Chronic Inflammation "f ok •nij-rui-i. 

Ipsdllif; tu HpoiitiiivDim nkentioD of tbo Hlctn. (The ilarkiiL'sa i>f 
tlio Hkin Is [llic (o a phntn^^lplilr i'rrnr.) 

with much difficulty and stridor, and had to lie in a semi-recumbent 
position, as she could not breath while lying down. Temp. 9B'^, 
Pulse 120, Resp. 36. There was also a good deal of bronchitis. 
There was little or no dysphagia. 

The right lobe of the thyroid formed a hard irregular mass about 
as large as a goose's egg. The skin over it was adherent ; in the 
middle of the adherent area was a shallow, narrow, ulcerated surface 
two inches long by half an inch wide and extending nearly half an 
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inch into the substance of the gland. On the lefl side uf the neck 
was a similar but somewhat smaller swelling not nearly so hard ; 
the skin over this was not ulcerated. The whole swelling moved 
with the larynx, but not very freely. With the laryngoscope great 
lateral flattening of the trachea was seen, the walls were about J 
inch wide at the narrowest part. The vocal cords moved naturally. 

The diagnosis of the case was not clear ; the swelling was 
believed to be chronic inilammation of a peculiar nature, possibly 
tuberculous, but the idea of malignancy could not be altogether 
excluded. It was clear that, owing to the fixity of the growth, no 
removal was possible. It was thought that tracheotomy would soon 
be required. The case was seen by my colleague, Mr. Battle, 
who agreed both with the diagnosis of probable chronic inflamma- 
tion and also with the impossibility of removing the tumour by 
operation. 

On June 93, the patient having had several attacks of severe 
dyspncea, tracheotomy was perfonned witliout any general 
antesthetic. The operation which lasted ten minutcK was difficult 
owing to the hardness and nodularity of the gland, which made it 
difficult to distinguish the trachea from neighbouring parts, A long 
Koenig's canula was inserted. The patient's breathing was easier 
after the operation. On the following day the tube was removed 
for cleansing and then replaced. The patient's temperature which 
had been 100° before the operation was never afterwards quite 
normal : her pulse was generally between 120 and l6o. The 
patient died six days alter the operation with symptoms of septic 
bronchitis. 

The post mortem showed a bilateral parenchymatous goitre of 
moderate size and with a few cysts evidently of long duration. The 
lower half approximately of the right lobe was occupied by a 
densely hard, yellowish- white, ill-defined mass, which was firmly 
adherent to the trachea for about an inch and a half, and also to the 
left carotid vessels. In the correspontling part of the left lobe is a 
similar, but much smaller mass of the same nature. The resem- 
blance to a scirrhous carcinoma was very great, but careful micro- 
scopical examination showed nothing but dense fibrous tissue with 
remains of thyroid tissue here and there. There was no trace of 
malignancy anywhere.* 

The third case illusti-ates a much earlier stage of what I 
believe to be the same disease, but as the dense fibrous growth 
had in this case not i-eaehed the capule of the gland, there were 

• Tlie *p«:imeli is now in the Kuynl Free Hospital Museum, Xo. xxii, 5, 
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no adhesions to surrounding parts and complete removal of the 
affected lobe was possible. 

Mrs. Charlotte G ,• lel. 40, was admitted under my care into 

the Royal Free Hospital, on account of a swelling of the right lobe 
of the thyroid. 

Five weeks before admission she had first noticed a lump in this 
region ; it had steadily increased in size. She complained of 
occasional shooting pains in the lump, and also of a slight 
"choking" feeling. Otherwise she appeared to be in good health. 
The extreme hardness of the lump, its slight irregularity together 
with the history of a rapid growth and sharp pains led to a strong 
suspicion of malignant disease in an early stage. 

Accordingly on May 13, 1898, extirpation of the right lobe was 
performed. The operation presented no unusual dilflculty of 
any kind ; the subsequent course of the case was quite ordinary : 
the wound was drained for twenty-four hours and then healed 
throughout by primary nnion. The temperature never reache<l 
100° at any time. The patient left the hospital eleven days after 
the operation quite well in every respect. She came to show her- 
self from time to time and remained perfectly well. She was last 
seen about two years after the operation. 

The tumour that had been removed was as large as a hen's egg. 
The peripheral portion to a depth of about a quarter of an inch 
consisted of normal dark coloured thyroid tissue. All the central 
part however consisted of a somewhat ill-defined mass of connective 
tissue, which on section was found to he extremely hard, white, 
shiny and glistening. 

Microscopically it consisted of dense inflammatory tissue with 
remains of thyroid tissue between the bundles of fibrous tissue. 

Riedel f has recorded the following cases : 

A man aged 42 had noticed for about six months a swelling of the 
thyroid gland which caused considerable dyspnoea. The tumour 
was bilateral, not very large, but extremely hard and fixed. It 
was believed to be malignant and on November 30, 1883, an 
attempt was made to remove it by operation. After the gland had 
been exposed however, it was found to be intimately united on 
both sides with the carotid arteiy and jugular vein. The operation 
fur its removal was therefore abandoned, and Riedel contented 
himself with cutting away a piece of growth as large as a walnut. 

■ See AjipenOii. Ciise jtl, p. 348. f Oji. eU. 
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The wound healed without any trouble and the patient's breathing 
improved so much that at the end of six months his dyspnoea had 
entirely disappeared, he seemed quite well and was able to do 
his ordinary work. Fifteen months after the operation this patient 
died of nephritis and apoplexy. There was no post mortem. The 
portion of tumour that had been removed was examined micro- 
scopically. There was no sign of sarcoma or carcinoma. The 
tumour was composed of chronic inflammatory tissue. There was 
no evidence of tubercle or syphilis. 

Twelve years later Riedel met with the following case : 

A healthy looking woman aged 23 had noticed that for a period 
of one year her neck had been swollen. In the last two months 
the swelling had increased tolerably rapidly. The patient had 
much dyspnoea on exertion. The thyroid gland was enlarged on 
the right side to the size of a hen's egg, on the left to that 
of a small apple. The tumour was remarkably hard and fixed. As 
in the preceding case the operation for removal of the tumour had 
to be abandoned on account of the extensive adhesions of the 
tumour with the blood vessels and recurrent nerves. Micro- 
scopical examination of a portion of the tumour showed chronic 
inflammatory tissue. The patient's breathing improved after the 
operation, she was able to get about and was apparently nearly 
well. About two months aft«r the operation she was suddenly 
seized with symptoms of embolism and died in a few minutes. 
There was no post-mortem examination. 

The case that formed the subject of Tailhefer's first paper * 
was under the care of M. Jeannel of Toulouse. Tailhefer him- 
self assbted at the operation. 

The patient was a man of thirty who for three months had 

noticed aphonia and a swelling of the neck. The left lobe of the 

thvroidwas found to be occupied by a "very hard, iU-defined, fixed 

and painless tumour, not involving the skin." The tumour was 

to be malignant and its removal was attempted. The 

was found, however, to involve the carotid slieath and 

iiring parts so extensively that the operation had to be 

ed, a small piece only of the growth being removed. The 

n was followed by secondary haemorrhage from the carotid, 

iting ligature of that vessel. Suppuration and hemiplegia 

but the patient eventually recovered. Histological 

Uti tr*f rare d.^ tlijroiilit.' chroiiiqiie," Ahmii: Friiaf. ile rbii: J'lVi: 
■is, 18!K!, X. p. 328. 
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examination showed the tumours to be composed of " an abund- 
ance of librous tissue with a few collections of inflammatory cells, 
but no thyroid vesicles." 

Tailhefer in his second communication* on this subject 
mentions also three other casf^ of a similar nature communicateil 
privately to him by Riedel and Coi-dua. All these were 
diagnosed before operation as sarcoma. All underwent opera- 
tion which in one case at least was incomplete. Nevertheless 
the patieDts recovered and were well at periods varying from 
some months to several years after the operation. 

The cause of this curious disease appeal's to he quite un- 
known. 

Treatment hv drugs such as iodide of potassium seems to be 
useless. ITiere can be no doubt that if iseen at a sufficiently 
early period, before the disease has penetrated the capsule, 
extirpation of the diseased lobe of the gland is the best treat- 
ment. The surgeon must be prepared, however, to meet with 
serious difficulties in the course of the operation, owing to adhe- 
sions, and must be ready to abandon the operation if these 
difficulties prove to be insurmountable. 

Partial removal of the enlai^ement has had in some cases 
such a benelicial effect upon the course of the disease that even 
incomplete attempts at removal appear to be quite justifiable. 

As Riedel says, " Operation should be undei'taken, but the 
operator should know when to leave ofF.^ Riedel himself in his 
first case strove for two hours to remove the tumour. Most 
surgeons will agree with him in thinking this time excessive. He 
remarks that in his second case, in which the condition of afFairs 
was more readily lecognised, he abandoned the operation at a 
much earlier period before the main vessels had been damaged. 

Tracheotomy in advanced cases may become necessary hut is 
apt to be both difficult and dangerous. Unless the dyspncea is 
extremely urgent, a partial removal followed by primai-y union 
would appear to be a better operation than tracheotomy with its 
attendant risk of sepsis. 

■ritcirme Av In fclande thjToIde." 



by Google 



CHAPTER IX. 

TUBERCLE AND SYPHILIS. 

Tubercle : Mili»ry — Uisiially secondary — CasKating — Earity of— Extir- 
pation of tubereiitoiiB goitre, i^yphilis : frequently affects thyroid in 
form of sliglit general enlargement — Guniniata rare — Congenital 
syphilis. 

Tubercle. — Tubercle is not uncommon in the thyroid gland ; 
but it occurs almost exclusively in tbe form of miliary tubercle, 
and usually only as a part of a general acute tuberculosis. 
Consequently it seldom gives rise to any symptoms during life, 
and is of very little practical importance. Chiaii in one hundred 
post mortems upon tuberculous patients, found tubercle of the 
thyroid seven times, in the form either of acute miliary tubercle 
or chronic infiltration." 

Museum specimens are rare. In the Royal College of Surgeons- 
is a specimen t of a thyroid gland containing a very small 
tubercle. It was obtained by myself from the body of a child 
aged four, who had died in St. Bartholomew's Hospital of acute- 
general tuberculosis. In 1890 Mr. Bid well showed at the 
Hunterian Society a similar specimen, taken from a child five 
and a half years of age, who had died of acute general tuber- 
culosis. In the centre of the right lobe was a caseating tuberele 
of the size of a large pin's head. I have seen a similar specimen 
in the museum of the Pathological Institute at Berlin, and have 
-' en in the Pathological Museum at Prague a specimen J of 

Old gland infiltrated with tubercle. 

it. George's Hospital Museum § is a specimen of a small 

eber Tntwrculode der Sthilddrilse," Ofaten: Med. Jalii-b. 69, in Vlrehow 
■sch's "Jahresberieht," 1878, vol. i. p. 277. 

, 2a06P. X No. 3973. 

24. See also a description of this ch«b by Dr. RoUeston in the Tram, 
W., ]8fl7, vol. slriii. p. 197. 
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tuberculous abscess of the thyroid. It had burst into the 
le.sophagus. It had not been detected during life. The patient 
was a WDQian aged twenty-three, who died of paraplegia following 
caries of the spine. Dr. Rolleston, in the paper mentioned 
below, alludes to other cases of miliary tubercle of the thyroid 
observed by Dr. Perry, Dr. Voelcker, and himself. 

Tuberculosis of the thyroid occasionally occui-s in the form of 
larger caseating masses. Such cases have never come under my 
notice. 

In April 1873 Dr. Quinlan* showed at a meeting of the 
Pathological Society of Dublin a much enlarged thyroid. It 
was taken after death from a man who died of " great weakness 
and loss of speech." The tumour was said to possess the 
" micToscopical characters of tubercle." 

Dr. P. Bruns, of Tubingen, has collected several cases f of 
tubercle of the thyi-oid. In some of these the disease occurred 
in the form of caseous masses of considerable size. 

One of these cases occun-ed in his own practice, and is, so far 
as I know, the only example of a tuberculous thyroid gland 
attaining sufficiently large dimensions to cause pressure symp- 
toms, and to require an operation for its removal. It is probably 
also the only case hitherto recorded of primai-y tuberculous 
disease of the thyroid. 

The following is an abstract of this very interesting case : 

F. E , (Ff. 41, a widow, had had from childhood a small, soft 

goitre which gradually increased in size, but caused no other trouble 
until six months before admission to hospital. During this latter 
period it had grown rapidly and caused much pain and dyspncea. 

The patient's general health appeared to be good and she had no 
cough or expectoration or any other sign or symptom of pulmonarj" 
tuberculosis. The thyroid gland was enlarged in all parts ; the 
right lobe formed a swelling as large as a child's fist and extended 
outwards under the stemo-mastoid and downwards under the 
clavicle. The tumour was covered by healthy, non-adherent skin. 
It had an uneven surface and was remarkably firm. The left lobe 
WHS soft and only slightly enlarged. In the neighbourhood of the 
right lobe were a few enlarged glands. The larynx was somewhat 
pushed over to the left. There was slight paralysis of the right 



t " Struinu TuberculosB," Jldtr. :. kliii. Cli'ii-., Tubingen, 1893, vol. x. p. 1 
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recurrent nerve, but the voice was scarcely at all affected. When 
at rest there was no stridor or dyspntea, but these symptoms were 
present on exertion. The recent rapid and painful growth together 
with the remarkable firmness and irregularity of the tumour and 
the enlargement of lymphatic glands led to the suspicion of 
malignanc}-. Extirpation of the right lobe of the tumour was 
performed without any difficulty on August 13, 1892, and the 
patient made a rapid recovery, leaving the hospital tea days after 
the operation. 

" The half of the thyroid that had been removed was of firm con- 
sistence and somewhat nodular surface. On section it was seen to 
consist chiefly of a homogeneous, grey, firm tissue in which were 
embedded a number of isolated masses. These masses were of two 
kinds : numerous smalt circumscribed nodules up to the size of a 
bean, chiefly near the periphery, represented remains of thyroid 
tissue, partly unaltered, partly having undergone colloid degenera- 
tion, and several dry, yellow masses of the size of walnuts, which 
liad the appearance of unsoftened, cheesy masses like those observed 
in the so-called granules of large-celled tuberculous lymphomata. 
At the lower horn of the lobe was a collection of lymphatic glands 
of the size of cherries, loosely united by connective tissue." 

The microscopical examination by Dr. Baumgarten showed tuber- 
culous tissue with the usual epithelioid and giant cells. 

On Nov. 2, 1892, the patient returned with an enlarged 
lymphatic gland in the neighbourhood of the scar. This gland was 
removed and showed "typically tuberculous" tissue. No tubercle 
bacilli were found either in the primary growth or in the gland. 

Brans considers the case to be " undoubtedly one of tuberele " 
and Baumgarten is of tbe same opinion. 

Syphilitic Dieease. — Syphilitic disease of the thyroid 
occurs in the form of a slight general enlargement in the early 
acute stage of the disease, and also in the form of gummata in 
the tertiary period. 

Engel Reimers* considers that swelling of the thyroid gland 
occurs in nearly half the cases of syphilis in their early stages. 
He observed it eighty-six times among one hundred and iifty- 
two women, and forty-four times among ninety-eight men in 
the early stages of syphilis. ITie swelling was always soft and 
painless and caused no trouble. 

189* (quoted by 
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In this country, Mr. C. B. I^ockwood has drawn attention * 
to the fact that slight, and genei'ally transient, enlargement of 
the thyroid gland may be observed in the acute stage of 
syphilis. Having had the opportunity of seeing Mr. Lockwood's 
cases, I can fully corroborate his observation. 

The enlargement of the thyroid in thiM early stage of syphilis 
is comparable to the slight enlargement which is met with in 
early stages of measles and other acute specific diseases. 

Mr. Lockwood observes that after he had leai-nt to look out 
for this thyroid enlai^ment, it was frequently noticed among 
his venereal cases. 

Dr. Moritz Fiii-stf of Hamburg has published the case of a 
child born with a goitre of considerable size which he con- 
siders to have been undoubtedly caused by syphilis. The father 
had suffered from this disease, and the mother was undergoing 
mercurial treatment during her pregnancy, as she had ali-eady 
given birth to a stillborn syphilitic child. Each lobe of the 
goitre was as large as a walnut. The swelling almost entirely 
disappeared spontaneously within six weeks of birth. No treat- 
ment was adopted. Dr. Fiirst could find no cause for the goitre 
other than syphilis. 

Demme J mentions three cases seen by him at Berne in whicli 
children with congenital syphilis had gummatous nodules in the 
thyroid. In all three cases the liver and skin also presented 
signs of syphilis. 

The only museum specimen of gumma of the thyroid gland 
with which I am acquainted, is in the Royal College of Surgeons.^ 
It is thus described in the museum catalogue : 

Base of tongue, larynx and thyroid gland, showing gummatous 
infiltration of the thyroid. The stemo-thyroid muscle is matted to 
the left lobe of the thyroid, which on section has a white fibrouK 
appearance towards the periphery, while the centre more nearly 
resembles normal thyroid tissue. The upper end of the trachea is 
distinctly stenosed, and it, as well as the base of the tongue, shows 

■ Si. Bart, ih'fp. Bapi'iif, 1895, xixi. p. 232. 

t " Ein Kail von Struuiii congKnita bei eltertiche Syphilis," Berlia ilin. 
Wurhentc/ii:, 18!)8, ixxv. p. lOlti. 

X InGerhardfa Handbaeli der KiiuUrkrniikbelleii, Tiibingen, 1878, vul. iii. 
pt. ii. p. 41». 

% So. 2!Hj:i(J. 
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the effect of past ulceration. Microscopic sections showed a fibroid 
tissue richly studded with nuclei. From a woman about 6o who 
was brought into the hospital dead. There were gummata in the 
liver, 

Gummata of the thyroid have also been described by Birch- 
Hirschfeld.' 

The most marked example of gummatous disease of the 
thyroid that has come under my own notice was the following: 

Mrs, S- — -, <et. 38, was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
under the care of Mr. Bruce Clarke, on Dec. 28, 1896, on account 
of dyspnoea and a swelling of the neck. She had been married 
thirteen years, but had never been pregnant. For the last four 
years she had been under treatment for gummata of the face and 
arm. About six weeks before admission she had first noticed the 
swelling in the neck. There was no history of any pre-existing 
goitre. Occupying the middle line of the neck from the thyroid 
bone to the sternum was a prominent hard mass moving slightly 
with the larynx on deglutition. The skin over it was of a dull red 
colour. At the upper part was a deep, circular ulcer, at the bottom 
of which was a hard, yellowish mass, evidently the isthmus of the 
thyroid gland. There was no obvious enlargement of the lateral 
lobes of the gland. On the fourth day after admission the dyspntea 
became so bad that laryngo-tracheotomy had to be performed by 
the house-surgeon, Mr. Pearson. The operation was difficult owing 
to the thickness of the tissue that had to be divided before the 
cricoid was reached. The incision was made through a thick mass 
of gummatous thyroid, most of which subsequently sloughed away. 
The patient made a good recovery and left the hospital six weeks 
after admission. The wound had practically healed, but there was 
still a little (edema of the larynx and the left vocal cord did not 
move quite freely. It seemed probable that in this case there was 
some necrosis of the larynx as well as syphilitic disease of the thyroid 

Mr. Charters Symonds has related to me a similar case of 
gummatous disease of the thyroid, which necessitated trache- 
otomy. The patient was a man. An incision was made right 
through the gummatous disease into the trachea. The patient 
recovered. 

* ■' Lehrbuch d. pathulog. Annt," ilth ed., \i'H-\ vol. ii. p. +72. 
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Dr. Wermann of Dresden has published' the case of a man, 
aged S4, who had suffered for several years from the usual 
symptoms of syphilis. He bad undergone prolonged mercurial 
treatment on three different occasions, and was, at the time the 
goitre developed, undergoing treatment with iodide of potassium 
on account of a gumma of the soft palate, and other signs of 
tertiary syphilis. 

The thyroid swelling was general, soft and painless. It grew 
rapidly and subsided again rapidly under mei-curial treatment. 
A very curious point about this goitre is that it developed 
while the patient was taking iodide of potassium, a remedy 
usually so effective in the treatment of goitre. 

Fraenkelf and Kiittner J have also written upon the subject 
of syphilis of the thyroid. 

• '■ Ueber Luetischs Struma," Dr. E. Wenunnii, Beel. Mill. Vi-rheimi-lir., IStHl, 
Sit. li, p. 122. 

t "Ueber Trathen iind Scliilddrlisen Kj-philig," DeuUeh. M-.-d. Worhemckr., 
1887, p. 1035. 

J " Stniiiin Syphilitica," Briti: :. Mia. Vliir., vol. sxii. part 2. 
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CHAPTER X. 

CYSTIC DISEASE. 

Frequency — Age — Modes of origin— Transition of adenomalji into cysts 
— Single and multiple eysta — Hieinorrhagii! tysts — Strutture of cyst 
wall— Of contents— Vatiioltttion of colloiii— Intra-cystit icrowths — 
Malignant nntin-e of — False intni-cystic growths. 

When we consider the vesicular structure of the normal thyroid 
gland, it is not difficult to understand how readily this oi;gan 
may become the seat of cystic disease. By cystic disease is 
meant the existence of one or more cysts considerably larger 
than the normal vesicleM." 

A slight degree of the disease is extremely common. Out of 
seventy-three thyroid glands examined consecutively in the 
post-mortem i-oom of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, I found that 
no less than twelve contained well marked cysts. In the 
majority of these, however, the cysts were small and few in 
number, and could not have been detected during life; in 
others, however, the size was sufficient to cause manifest enlarge- 
ment of the gland. 

As r^ards the age at which cvstic disease is most common, 
it would appear that middle-aged and elderly people are more 
pi-one to the affection than are the young. Just as parenchy- 
matous disease of the thyroid is the most common form of 
goitre in children and young adults, so is cystic goitre the form 
which is most often met with in people of more advanced 
age. 

Mode of Origin. — Cysts of the thyroid may originate in 
any of the following ways : 

1. By distension of one or more of the natural vesicles, from 
accumulation of their colloid contents. The intervening walls 



• Tht snhjrt'l of liydutid cysts is distiissecl scpiirjilfly in chupier J 
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of contiguous cysts become absorbed and small c^sts thus become 
fiised into larger ones. 



—From n iilrl nged 10. {Sf. Man 



Fin. 61.— Krom a miinau ngod i:>. (I^I. Hart. Hoep. Hub. No. 3S11K.) (Xnl. 
>'ii:h. (a, SI and (2.— Three gpeoluipiis illiuiraitug tlic gradtuil Tr»IlBforma- 

tion of a Solid ThTToid Adenoma into a Cyst. 

If a thyroid gland which is undergoing cystic degeneration 
be examined with . the microscope, and with the naked eye, it 
will often be found that all gradations in the size of the cysts 
mav be seen. 
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S. Another and much more common mode in which large 
thyroid cysts are developed is from adenomata already existing 
in the gland. The interior of the softer forms of adenoma 
fi-equent!y breaks down and liquefies until, eventually, the 
capsule of the adenoma forms the wall of the resulting cyst. 



FiciB, eo, ei Bini OS. — ThriH! MiJMfmttiii llliiHtnuins tlic jp'iwlual TranBforma- 
tionofft Solid Adenoma Into a GTst. Fig. es.— Frum u nmaan 
n>.Td41. tSl. Mart. HiiKji. Mnn. X.i. SSHh.) i.yj.) 

All stages Ix'tween the completely solid adenoma and the pure 
cyst may be observed. 

Figs. 60 to 62 show a series of different gradations in this 
process. I have frequently demonstrated upon the inner wall 
of an apparently pure cyst, some portion of adenomatous tissue 
still adhering to it, and thus indicating the true mode of origin 
of the cyst. Indeed, careful examination of the cyst wall with 
the microscope will frequently show traces of thyroid tissue in 

D,:nzp:lbyG00tilc 
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the inside of cysts which at first sight appeared to contain 

nothing but purely fluid cont^ents. 
Fig, 63 is taken from a cyst, which, 

at first sight, appears to be a simple 

one. Closer examination, however, 

reveals traces of the original adenoma 

adhering to the inner surface of the 

cvst wall. 

rig. oi, irom a specimen in St. Bar- citMi.av.nitii Attnopoims 

tholomew's Hospital Museum," shows «» ihi iimor Hurtwi oi tin, 

a ver\' soft adenoma removed by opera- *1" , " ' . ^"^ ..T'", „,™. 

tion. Before, and at the time of the (rum niiiiii tht cyst wan di 

operation, it was believed to be a pure >i-ini'"«i *^™ ' "'"''"'^ "^"^ 

cyst. It was carefully hardened for 

some days, and when laid open, was found to have the structure 
shown in the figure. 
The glandular nature of 
the tumour is obvious. 

Probably all, or nearly 
all, the larger cysts met 
with in the thyroid gland 
originate in this way 
from the breaking down 
of a pre-existing ade- 
noma. Such tysts may 
attain a huge size, 
measuring several inches 
in diameter. (See Figs. 
65 and 67.) 

Another mode in 
which a thyroid cystmay 
originate is from a 
hoimorrhftj;^ into the 
organ. 

The soft, almost fria- 
ble, nature of the gland, 

especially marked when parenchymatous enlargement exists, 

readily permits of the accumulation of blood within it. I'his 
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blood may be extravasated as the result, either of slight injury, 
or, perhaps, of spontaaeous rupture of a small thyroid vessel. I 
do not consider this, however, to be a common mode of origin. 



Pio. «B.— A womin, ttftcd SO, with a liir!,'e Cyst ol tlie Bight I-obo. It 
hnd be«ii grovlng glon-ly for more tbsu im-ntr yean nuA taiued innch 
[llscDiuforc und mam ijapiupi. It wua esuEl; removed bj rpscctlou- 
L'tiuclcuKuD. (Svc Apptudix. t'lsv «I, p. S4e.) 

Haemorrhage into an adenomatous tumour is, however, very 
common. 

A convenient and simple classification of thyroid cysts is into 
single and multiple. 

An objection to this classification is that in cases of single 
cyst, there exist almost always numerous smaller cvsts in other 
parts of the gland. As these however may be quite small and 
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insigniticant in comparison with the larger cyst, the practical 
value of the classification ie not materially afTected. 

In cases of multiple cysts, the whole gland is frequently fourid 
to be converted into a mass of cysts, no one of which is much 
larger than its fellows. 



Single cysts fonn unilateral tumours;* multiple cysts generally 
produce bilateral enlargement of the gland. It is mainly on 
this account that this artificial and to some extent incori-ect 
classification is worthy of adoption, since unilateral and bilateral 
tumours frequently present much difference with regaixl to 
symptoms, prognosis, and treatment. 

A term fi-equently employed is that of HcEtnorrha^c ajit. 



* Except wlieii sitiLHteil exuotty in tlie iniildle 
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This may be of the nature above mentioned, but is much tiiore 
commonly simply an ordinary retention or adenomatous cyst 
into which hiemoiThage has occurred. 

A remai'kable peculiarity of thyroid cysts is the unusual ten- 
dency to intra-cystic hx-morrbage which they possess. 

In no less than six out of twelve cases mentioned on p. ISg 



Fiii. 67. — A man, ngi^ eu, nith o Isrgc SIukIi-- ThjroiJ CySt 'V^ 
from tliu loft npper lioni. It litul Ixvn i,"™""!"!!; aloirly for inor 
tlilriy ji'sm. It van rasily mid BUcwwfnllj- removHi Lj I>r. ( 
nnd f<iitiiil in couUtii avn tu'ci ponnilo uf wmi-KDlia, pirrlslly c:ii: 
colloid ccmtents, A portion of tlic: cyi-I wnll mid ItH contents ar 
111 till' lliiHinm of St. [taitliolouKin'H MoB|iltal, Xii. t314F. I» 
Gviicvn In l)iS«J 

distinct intra-cystic hsemorrhage had occurred, and museum 
si>eciniens likewise show how common it is to find blood in the 
interior of a thyroid cyst. In no other class of cysts is found 
such a marked tendency to haemorrhage. If a thyroid cyst have 
been tapped and clear fluid withdrawn, a second tapping is 
extremely likely to evacuate, not a clear but a blood-stained 
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fluid ; frequently indeed on the second tapping the fluid 
consists of nearly pure blood. 

It is probable that the explanation of this tendency to blood 
extravasation is to be found in the fact, already mentioned, that 
many thyroid cysts are formed from pre-existing adenomata. 
The soft and vascular thyroid tissue within the cyst is naturally 
very apt to bleed. 

Occasionally this unfortunate liability tr> htenioiThage leads 
to serious or even fatal results, Pi-ofessor Kochei- relates " the 
case of a lady who had a cyst of the thyroid. It was tapped ; 
clear fluid being withdrawn. A second tapping caused the 
evacuation of pure blood. The intra-cj-stic hteinorrhage then 
caused such severe dyspncea that extirpation of the cyst had to 
he performed. 

Mr. Butlin has kindly communicated to me a case in which, 
many years ago, a thyroid cyst was punctured in his out-patient 
room ; such severe symptoms were caused by the intra-cystic 
hsemorrhage which ensued, that the patient subsequently had 
to be admitted to the hospital as an in-patient, and the hemor- 
rhage was controlled with the greatest difficulty. 

In the College of Surgeons Museum is a prepai'ation f of a 
large thyroid cyst. The catalogue states that the cyst was fiill 
of coagulated blood, and looked like the sac of an aneurism. 
During life it was punctured in consequence of the dyspnoea 
produced by its pressure upon the trachea. A considerable 
quantity of fluid blood flowed from the wound, and the bleeding 
continued until the patient died. 

The following is a case of hfiemorrhagic cyst that I saw in 
1885, at the Kensington Infirmary with Mr. Potter and Dr. 
Reece. (Fig. 33, p. 47.) 

Mary McD - ■, eel. 60, unmarried, had had for many years a 
swelling in the situation of the right lobe of the thyroid. In the 
last two months it had become much larger and more prominent. 
In the above-mentioned situation was an irregular rounded swelhng 
measuring four and a quarter inches transversely, and three and 
three-quarters vertically. It projected considerably and over- 
lapped the sternum and right clavicle. It was of a dusky red 
colour, tense and elastic, but with softer spots here and there. At 



■ Ai-eliii-f. i?'"«. d'ir.. ISS'^. p. ilOH. f ^"<> 
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the most prominent part was an ulcer with a slough as large as a 
sixpenny-piece. Puncture gave exit to an ounce and a half of 
grumous Huid containing much blood. The cyst was dissected out 
by Mr. Potter and was found to contain a large amount of both 
fluid and clotted blood.* 

The patient made a good recovery. 

Htemorrhagic cysts of other parts of the body sometimes 
alFoi'd a presumption of malignancy, but this is by no means 
the case with those of the thyroid. Malignant cysts of this 
organ like those of other parts, may, of course, be accompanied 
by intra-cystic htemorrhage. But it is important to bear in 
mind that the finding of blood in the interior of a thyroid cyst 
ought not in itself to be taken as pointing to waixJs the existence 
of malignant disease. 

On the other hand malignant disease of the thyi-oid may 
produce cj-sts containing clear fluid. Two examples of this 
have come under my own notice. 

The situation in which cysts are most often found is the 
lower part of one or other lateral lobe, but the only apparent 
reason for their more frequent occurrence in this part is that 
the main bulk of the organ is situated here. The isthmus and 
the comparatively slender upward prolongation of the lateral 
lobes form but a small part of the whole organ, f 

The structure of thyroid cysts may conveniently be considered 
under two heads : 

(a) Structure of the cyst-wall. 

(6) Structure of its contents. 

(a) CyBt-wall. — In small i-ecently formed cysts, the wall has 
the same structure as that of the normal vesicle ; it consists of 
an exceedingly thin and delicate layer of connective-tissue lined 
by a single layer of epithelial cells. 

In larger cysts it is more fibrous and tough, being composed 
mainly of dense layers of fibrous tissue closely packed together. 

Sometimes when the cyst is large the wall may measure 
several lines in thickness. In these cases there may often be 

' ThiK KpetiiiiKli ill uuh' in tli« Miueiiiu uf ttiR Ktiyul Collegia uf Sui^eons, 
Xo. 290r.A. 

+ For upwiiiipnn ot cyBt io n\i[H:r |mrt of iHtenil loV. nee St. (JeorgeV Hosp. 
Uiix. No. 20a : in iHthmuK, Sl MiiryV Hok|>. Mtis. lOitl. .Siv iilni Figs. 41 
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found in it spicules or hard flat platen of calcai-eous matter. In 
cystic goitres of long standing the whole wall may be one large 
calcareous plate. 

According to Dr. Paul Koch " the calcareous plates consist of 
a mixture of carbonate and phosphate of lime. 

Many hospital museums contain specimens of calciiied thyroid 
cysts. Some of these have been macerated and dried ; others are 
wet preparations.f 

The inner surface of the cyst-wall varies considembly. In 
small cysts it is generally of a yellow or brownish colour. In 
larger ones with thick fibrous walls it is white, smooth and 
gUstening, if the fluid contents have been clear. If the latter 
have been thick, discoloured and opaque then the cyst-wall may 
be rough or be lined with layers of fibrin, or colloid material ; 
or with pus, if suppuration have occoiTed. 

(6) Contents of the Cyst. — The simplest cysts contain the 
ordinary yellowish, slightly viscid, colloid matei-ial secreted by 
the lining membrane. When the cyst is large, however, the 
contents become more or less altered. 

The fluid may be clear and wateiy. In the case of a man 
aged Vi, with a single cyst as large as a small oi-ange, I find in 
my notes that tht; fluid was thin, of a light straw colour, slightly 
alkaline. On standing, a small coagulum separated out; the 
remaining fluid, on boiling, yielded a pi-ecipitate of albumen 
(two-thirds). It also contained a moderate amount of chlorides 
and some cholesterin. This may be taken as a fair example of 
the clear fluid contained in a very couimon claas of cyst. 

The fluid may, and very commonly does, contain blood which 
may vary in amount from a mere trace to a quantity which 
forms a very large proportion of the total fluid. The colour 
may therefore be almost any shade of red or brown. 

Frequently the colloid contents are much more viscid. They 
may then present the appearance of a stifFjeliy. 

Further changes may have occurred and the jelly-like material 
have become more or less solidified and dried up. 

* '* Cas iDteressimt de goiti'e kystique prei^ent^ it la Sou. des scieaces med. 

de Luxembourg," Auk. des inal. de Voreilte ef dv, laryme, Paris, 1881, vil 86-KU. 

t Sett Univ. ColL Miis. 1361; St. Burt. Hoap. Mub. 2316 and 2317; Guy's 

Hoep. Mus. 122 and 123 ; King's Coll. Mus. 280 ; also an unnumbered specimen 

in tlie Geneva Patli, Mus. 

L 
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Frequently points nf calcification may be seen, or these may 
have developed into large, calcareous masses. A cyst removed 
by M. Comte of Geneva, which I had an opportunity of 
examining {.lee Fig. 67), contained more than two pounds of 
half dried partially calcified colloid material of this nature. A 
small portion of this tumour is now in the museum of St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital.* 

Sometiuies the calcification is so extensive that the whole 
tumour is converted into a dense calcareous mass.t 



ric. «8,— I-nn-nchj-mntom Goitre from a girl sgvd 17. SoTPrsI cllsiflinHKi 
vedolcs nrc wvii nllli colloid that luu niidm^ne tbE chmngex described 
ou p. IBS. <K >U aum.) 

It is by no means uncommon to find crystals of ctiolesterin 
among the contents of an old thyroid cyst. | 

Occasionally the solid contents of a thyroid cyst may be found 
in the form of loose masses in the interior of the cyst. In the 
museum of pathology at Geneva is a very remarkable specimen 
of a large cyst which contained many hundre<1s of rounded, 

■ No. TAUt. 

t An eieellent cx(itii]>le erf this t-ondition is t« bn geeo in the Pathological 
Museum at Prnjcuc 

t For eiaiii(>lni of thiji condition see seven of the t-ases reported by Keser in 
his nionogniph, ■■ I,'cniiol6ation ou extirpation intra-glandulaire du goitre pnrMi- 
chyiuateiii." Piiris. 1WH7. 
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crenate loose bodies of about the size and shape of blackbemes. 
Two of these bodies together with a small portion of the cyst- 
mill may be seen in the Museum of the Royal College of 
Surgeons.* 

Microscopical examination of the colloid material found in 
the smaller thyroid cysts will generally show a number of little 



ric. «>.— gcettouola Farenohjrmatooe Qoitre wtth Cummencliie 
CrStio Deeenaration. Some at the cjtU are coalescing Oliil 
thiu produce n ralBe ImpreHlon of cyete with Intra^fBtlc ^an:tll9. 
Kroinag1r1sg:edl7. (St. Bin. Hasp. Una. No, ISI2A.) atedncod j.l 

round cavities, some at the edge and some in the middle of the 
mass. 

I'hese vacuoles, which are shown in the centre of Fig. 68, are 
probably due merely to post-mortem changes in the colloid and 
have no pathological signification. 

■ No. 2905b. .See also a figure in my paper on the ■' Pnthology of Goitre " in 
the Traat. Path. Soc., 1890, vol. xl. p. 264. 
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Zntra-OTStio growtbs. — Occasionally papillomatous gcowihs 
spring from the wall of a thyroid cyst and project into its 
cavity. A beautiful specimen * of a cyst of this nature was 
exhibited by Mr. Bilton Pollaixl, at a meeting of the Patho- 
logical Society in 1885. These papilliferous cysts are distinctly 
rare. They must be carefully distinguished from tbe common 
cysts in which adenomatous tissue is found, which is merely the 
remains of a pre-eScisting adenoma. 

True papilliferous cysts of the thyroid are analogous to the 
coiTesponding tumours of the ovary and breast, and like them 
have a low degi-ee of malignancy. They tend to recur after 
removal, and to become eventually distinctly carcinomatous in 
structure. They will be described moi'e fully in the chapter on 
malignant disease. A false appearance of intracystic gi'owth is 
often produced by the remains of septa, which existed between 
small cysts. When these cysts coalesce to form larger cysts, 
the septa together with adherent masses of thyroid tissue pro- 
duce a condition which at first sight closely resembles that of a 
cyst with true intracy.stic growths. 

TTiis appearance is well shown in the upper part of the 
specimen depicted in Fig. 69. 

Keniains of adenomatous tissue within a cyst may also present 
a superficial resemblance to true intracystic growths. 

• For a drawing of tjiis B[)tciiiien see Patli. Si'c Traiu., i8H6, sssrii. 511. 
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Rnrity of — Mugeum s|ie«iinen— Age— Se\ — Abnorption of gland by 
presBure — Symptoms — Siippiiratioii — Diagnosis — Urticaria — Rupture 
into trnohen — Treatment — I'Hhlfi of tasHn. 

The only parasite of imjmrtance that is known to occur in the 
thyroid gland is the echinococcus (hydatid). Even this is not 
very often seen in this situation. 

Most of our knowledge of hydatids of the thyroid has been 
obtained from the writings of Gurlt, Dardel, and Henle, who 
have collected and described all the cases known to them, 
seventeen in all.* To these I have been able to add five others, 
one of them hitherto unpublished. (See table of cases at the 
end of this chapter, pp. 172-175.) 

These bring the total number of recorded cases up to twenty- 
two. Short notes of all of them are given in the table at the 
end of the chapter. 

The only museum specimen of a hydatid of the thyroid with 
which I am acquainted is in Guy's Hospital Museum. t 

It is thus described in the museum catalogue : 

• Besiden tliHse, there am a guod mimy i-anes of hydatid close to, but not 
RCtiially in the thyroid gland itself : amoimr these are Dixon's well-known ease 
IXed. C'liir. I'lVHi. vol. sxxiv. p. 315), J. L. Reverdin's iJoumal ile la Suitte 
Bomande, IKKii, |>. 4Sil), and thove of Cloijuet, Langenbevk, Laennec, Buck, and 
Duquet. Other case)" again have heen descrihed as hydatids of the thyroid in 
which the etidence of the hydatid nature of the disease wag too slander to 
warrant me in including theni iu my table. The inclimion of Bock's cu»e in the 
lists of undoubted hydiitidK of the thyroid given by Uurlt and Henle is evidently 
due to a nii«i(uotation from the original pajier (_Lflirb. der Path. Aunt, w 
Diagmtntik, Drd ed. vol. i. p. ,'>i)4). Some of the above may have been cases 
of hydatid of the thyroid, but have not been included in my table owing to 
want of evidence. 



by Google 



166 THE THYROID GLAND. 

" The remains of a hydatid cyst removed from the thyroid gland. 
Histologically the wall of the cyst is composed of characteristic 
laminated membrane. 

"Emma W. at 15 was admitted under Mr. Cock for a swelling 
of the neck of seven years duration. It was thought to be a broncho- 
cele. The swelling was twice incised and pus evacuated ; subse- 
quently the cyst was removed, and the patient made a good 
recovery. See Surgical Reports 1855, case 27+ ; and Trans. Path. 
Soc. 1890, p. 270." 

The specimen shows pieces of characteristic hydatid membrane 
without any thyroid tissue. 

Hydatids occur with about equal frequency in the two sexes 
(9 male, 11 female cases). 

They have been seen at all ages from 14 (cases 5 and 9) 
to 60 (case 6), but much more often below the age of 40 than 
above it. Of 21 cases in which the age is known, in 5 only 
were the patients above the age of 40. 

The hydatid in most cases presents itself in the form of a 
single cyst, but occasionally two or more have been found in 
the gland (case 6). As in other parts of the body, the hydatid 
may be present with or without daughter cysts. Sometimes it 
has been found in a calcified condition (case 6). 

In some of the cases in which post-mortem examinations were 
made, hydatids in other organs wei-e found, e.g-., in the liver 
(case 5), liver and uterus (case 8), kidneys (case 6). 

In some cases the hydatid has been found in a thyroid which 
was already the seat of ordinary goitre, but in the majority 
of the cases there seem to have been no history of pre-existing 
goitre. 

The hydatid, as it grows, tends to cause pi-essure absorption 
of the lobe of the gland in which it lies, just as an ordinary cyst 
or adenoma would. In some cases the glandular tissue around 
the hydatid has thus been converted into a mere capsule of fibrous 
tissue containing the flattened remains of thyroid vesicles. 
Henle remarks that this absorption of the gland on one side 
may lead to a certain amount of compensatory hypertrophy of 
the opposite lobe, as in case 17. 

Symptomn and Diagm»ns.—T\\^ usual history of a hydatid 
cyst of the thyroid is that of a slowly increasing painless tumour 
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which has existed for months or jears ; in one case (case 6) it 
had existed for not Jess than forty-one years. Like other cysts 
of the thyroid no symptoms are produced until the tumour has 
become sufficiently large to press upon surrounding organs. 
Then pressure symptoms occur which are precisely similar to 
those produced by ordinary unilateral goitre. In nearly all the 
recoitled cases it is stated that more or less dyspnoea was present 
sooner or later. In case 1, sudden death was produced by 
the rupture of the cysE into the trachea. In case 5, death 
appears to have resulted from direct pressure upon the trachea. 
In several other cases the amoimt of dyspiicea was considerable. 
Dysphagia and dysphonia are not usually prominent symptoms. 

The tumour when small is usually globular or oval, liut when 
large and projecting Irom the surface of the gland, it may be 
very irregular in shape. In these cases fluctuation is easily 
obtained. 

A hydati<l thrill does not appear to have been noticed in any 
case. 

A tendency to spontaneous suppuration is worth noticing, 
owing to the danger of suppuration in this region. In at least 
five of the recorded cases (cases 3, 11, 17, 31, and 22) spon- 
taneous suppuration occuiTcd ; in others it occurretl only after 
tapping. 

The diagnosis of a hydatid cyst of the thyroid gland is very 
difficult. Indeed it would appear that a positive diagnosis has 
not hitheiio been made in a single instance without a pi'e- 
liminarj' puncture, and only a few times even after puncture 
(cases 10, 19, 20, of Galozzi, Lannelongue, and Karpetchenco). 

The withdrawal by puncture from a thyroid cyst of a eUar 
limpid colourless fluid should raise a suspicion of the hydatid 
nature of the cyst. If chemical examination show this fluid to 
contain tittle or no albumen, hut abundant chloiides, or if the 
microscope show booklets or bits of niembi-ane, then the diagnosis 
is confirmed. 

In most cases the diagnosis has not been made until charac- 
teristic echinocc;oci or pieces of hydatid membrane have been 
evacuated by incision. 

The rapid and irregular enlargement of a tumour that has 
long been quiescent is not very uncommon with a hydatid of the 
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thyroid, and may lead to a suspicion of malignancy.* The 
youthful age of the patient will, however, usually point in the 
opposite direction. The diagnosis between a suppuratinfr 
hydatid cyst and suppuration of a simple thyioid cyst must 
be well-nigh impossible. 

The presence of a hydatid cyst in the liver or elsewhere in 
the body might throw some light on the diagnosis of the 
thyroid swelling, but does not actually seem to have done so in 
any of the hitherto i'ec()rded cases. 

The presence of urticaria may t)e of the gi-eatest help in the 
diagnosis. It was partly from the existence of this symptom 
that Lannelongue (case 19), according to Vitrac, arrived at a 
correct diagnosis. This case is so interesting and instructive 
that it seems worth while to give it at some length. 

Hydatid of the thyroid; ufliearia ; alternating ditappearance and 
re-appearofice of the tumour and of the urticaria. Puncture and 
injection. Cure. 

Jean H , atl. 34, a teacher, was admitted on January .'tl, 

1896, into the hospital of Saint-Andr6 at Bordeaux under the care 
of M. Lannelongue. 

About the middle of 1892, tlie patient, when buttoning his 
shirt, noticed in the left ante ro- lateral region of the neck, a little 
above the sternum, a tumour as large as an egg. It was a little 
fixed at its deeper part but was movable under the skin. For 
four or five months the tumour grew slowly until it had attained 
the dimensions of a man's fist. It then began to cause hi™ some 
local discomfort and soon afterwards he noticed an itching of 
various parts of the body which led him to scratch himself. Some 
trouble in breathing and swallowing had lasted about a fortnight 
when suddenly, in the space of a minute or two, all the local 
symptoms disappeared, and at the same time the tumour vanished 
so completely that nothing but a very slight amount of local 
swelling was left. 'I'he itching however became more intense. 
The tumour was absent for three months ; then during the next 
four months it gradually returned to its original size. The 
slight dyspnoea and dysphagia also gradually returned but the 
itching troubled him much less. The intensity of this sympton 
was always in inverse proportion to the size of the cyst. The 
patient had abundant opportunities uf observing this point, for up 

* Stt! Revcrdiii's fusu uf hjiUitid rysl ut tlic thyroid rpgion, rjuoted nbove. 
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to September 189*, the tumour had thus disappeared and re- 
appeared no less than three times. The patient now consulted 
a doctor, who with a Pravaz syringe drew off some absolutely limpid 
fluid. The small quantity withdrawn did not appreciably diminish 
the size of the swelling. Nevertheless half an hour later, no trace 
whatever of the tumour could be detected. A violent attack of 
urticaria followed and for seven mnnths there was no sign of the 
tumour. But in May 1895| it began to appear again and grew 
until in August it was again as large as a fist. In December it was 
not larger than an egg, but then it again began to grow, and he 
came into the hospital. 

On admission the tumour was again as large as a fist and the 
patient was anxious for treatment, especially as, besides the 
dyspnoea and dysphagia, there was now some alteration in his 

The patient was in other respects healthy. At the root and left 
side of the neck was an irregular swelling. The thyroid cartilage 
was displaced li centimetres {^ in.) to the right of the middle line. 
The tumour was crossed obliquely by the stemo-mastoid which thus 
gave it a bilobed appearance. It extended vertically from the 
sternum to the upper border of the thyroid cartilage, laterally from 
the middle of the left supra-clavicular fossa to the inner border of 
the right stemo-mastoid. It was movable laterally with the trachea 
but not vertically unless the patient swallowed. But when the 
trachea was raised in the performance of this act, the tumour was 
tilted from above downwards. There was no pain or tenderness. 

The liver was slightly enlarged but there was no evidence of any 
definite tumour in it. 

The diagnosis of a fluid tumour of the thyroid admitted of 
no doubt. The characters of the liquid previously withdrawn, but 
especially the phenomena of disappearance and re-appearance of 
the tumour and the urticaria, were the signs which enabled 
M. Lannelongue to make the diagnosis of hydatid cyst. The 
diagnosis was confirmed a few days later by puncture and the with- 
drawal of .'iOO grammes (10 ozs.) of a liquid as clear as water, 
containing 3 grammes of chlorides, no mucin and very little 
albumen ; neither heat nor acetic acid gave any precipitate. There 
were no booklets. After the evacuation of the cyst, no tumour 
could be felt ; the walls of the cyst were evidently very thin. It 
was washed out several times with sublimate lotion 1 in 1000. For 
two or three days there was slight pain, and a little albumen 
appeared in the urine. The urticaria did not re-appear. 

The patient was seen again two months and six months later. 
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The neck appeared absolutely normal. The patient was considered 
to be absolutely cured. 

Treatment. — The treatment of a hydatid cyst must depend to 
a certain extent upon the nature of the hydatid. If it be an 
acephalocyst, as in Lannelongue's case just mentioned, a simple 
tapping and injection with corrosive sublimate solution may 
suffice to affect a cure. 

In most cases, however, the presence of daughter cysts will 
necessitate some larger operation. The choice of operation will 
then lie between incision of the cyst with suture of its walls to 
the skin, and complete removal by enucleation. Extirpation of 
the whole thyroid lobe is seldom desirable. 

If the tumour is small and not inflamed, the best method of 
treating it is by enucleation, just as would be done in the case 
of an ordinary thyroid cyst. In fact, owing to the difficulty of 
diagnosis, it is probable that the operation would be undei-taken 
on the supposition that the tumour was a simple cyst. In 
M, Peyrot's case (case 12) this was the diagnosis. Enucleation 
was easily peiformed, and was followed by primary union. 

In most of the cases, however, in which enucleation has been 
attempted, the operation has been attended with considerable 
difficulty, owing to the firm connections existing between the 
cyst and surrounding parts. 

In Chavier's case (case 18) the attempt to enucleate had to be 
abandoned on account of hsmon-hage, and the cut edges of the 
cyst were sewn to the cut edges of the skin. 

In V. Bergmann's case (case 15) the enucleation was so difficult 
that it was not considered advisable to complete it, so a part of 
the cyst wall was left behind; the wound was packed for two 
days, and then a secondary suture was performed. The patient 
was cured in nine days. 

In Zoege-Manteuffel's ease also (case 16), the inner part of 
the cyst wall that was adherent to the trachea had tu be left 
behind. 

In Mikulicz's case (case 17), the attempted enucleation was 
leplaced by an atypical extirpation; a similar operation was 
performed by Stanley Boyd (case 22). In both of these cases, 
the contents of the cyst were pumlerit. 1'he inflammation, 
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doubtless, added considerably to the difficulty of the opera- 
tion. 

In cases, therefore, in which the cyst is large, or in which 
there is or has been much inflammation, it seems best not to 
make any attempt to remove the whole cyst, but to content 
oneself either with incising the cyst wall, sci-aping out its 
contents and sewing the edges to those of the skin, or with 
excising the anterior portion of the cyst wall. 

It should be remembered that the cyst wall consists of two 
layers ; the inner layer (endocyst) can generally be removed 
without any difficulty. It is the outer layer only (ectocyst) that 
is difficult to remove. A portion of this at least must usually 
be left behind owing to the adhesions and to the danger of 
wounding suiTounding important structures, such as the recur- 
rent laryngeal nerve or the oesophagus. (See case 22.) 
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CHAPTER XII. 

EXOPHTHALMIC GOITRE AND ITS TREATMENT. 
(GRAVES'S DISEASE ; BASEDOW'S DISEASE.) 

Age—Sex — Pathology — Morbid anatoiny— CharacteriBtic appearance on 
Bection — MicroBtopical appearance — Absence of atcuniulated colloid^ 
Secondary changes — Eiophthahnos — Cause of — Enlargement of thymus 
— Symptoms and Diagnoeis — " Formes frustes " — Treatment ; 
Medical, Surgical^Operationa upon the thyroid — Eitirpa'tion — Reaulta 
— Eiothyropeiy — Operation upon veaaels— Operation upon sympathetic 
— Section — Resection — UnilatBral — Bilateral — Keaults — Mortality — 
Prognosis without operation — Conclusions. 

A DETAiiJ^D description of the rainarkable disease known as 
exophthalmic goitre would be out of place in a book which deals 
mainly with the surgical aspect of diseases of the thyroid gland. 
A short description only will be given here. 

The disease is found to occur in both sexes, but is far more 
common in women than in men. 

During the fifteen years 1884 to 1898, there were in the 
medical wards of St. Bartholomew's Hospital ninety-six admis- 
sions for exophthalmic goiti-e. Of these eighty-eight were 
female while only eight were male cases. 

True exophthalmic goiti-e is almost, if not quite, unknown 
before the period of puberty and rarely begins after middle age. 
It is confined almost exclusively to the period of sexual activity 
and is especially common in the earlier part of that period, 

Of the above-mentioned ninety-six cases, twelve were, on 
admission, between the ^es of fifteen and twenty, forty-five were 
between twenty and thirty, twenty-six between thirty and forty, 
while only thirteen were over forty. 

Exophthalmic goitre does not occiu- as an endemic disease, 
and is not especially common in districts where ordinary goitre 
is endemic. Among a thousand cases of goitre seen by Dr. 
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Savage in a goitrous district in the north of England, there was 
not a single case of Graves's disease. Dr. Montoya y Florez, 
Professor of Clinical Surgen- at Medellin, Columbia, tells me 
that although endemic goitre is extremely common in that 
country, he has never seen there a case of exophthalmic goitre. 
My own inquiries in many goitious districts both in England 



rio, 7U.— A typical cane olExOphth-BllIliO Q-Oitre <0™v«B"sDiw.iu".0 
ill a yoiiiig ivomiii, {Suvu in a uii^illcnl ward at St. HiKtlniloiiitn'« 
Hi>a]itt*1.| 

and abroad point in the same diraction, and tend to show that 
exophthalmic goitre is rare in places where ordinary goitre is 
common, and certainly is often found to exist in places where 
ordinary goitre is unknown. 

Dr. Maude, on the other hand, whose writings on exophthalmic 
goitre are so well known, appears to think that there is some 
connection between the distributjon of the two diseases. 



I.Google 



178 THE THYROID GLAND. 

Pathology. — It must be confessed that the pathology of the 
disease is still obscure. I'he numerous theories that have been 
brought forward may he divided into three main classes, in 
which the cause of the malady is attributed to disease respect- 
ively of the central nervous system, the cervical sympathetic, 
and the thyroid gland. 

For a full discussion of the various theories reference 
must be made to works on medicine. With regard to the first 
two it is sufficient to say that they are unsupported by reliable 
post-mortem evidence. Slight changes in the brain and the 
sympathetic nerve have from time to time been described. In 
the great majority of cases, however, in which post-mortem 
examinations have been made, no definite lesion has been dis- 
covered in either of these structures. Neither an irritative nor 
a paralytic lesion of the sympathetic will account for the 
symptoms of the disease. These symptoms, moreover, are not 
those which we know to be the result of gross lesions of the 
sympathetic. The idea that the enlargement of the gland is 
due to vascular dilatation seems to lie at the root of the 
sympathetic theory. 

This idea has arisen, I am afraid, mainly from clinical examina- 
tion of the gland ; the actual investigations of morbid anatomy 
do not support it. 

Recent researches, especially those of Mobius, Greenfield and 
Murray point sti-ongly, in my opinion, to the view that the 
primary source of the disease lies in the thyroid gland, in which 
alone definite and remarkable lesions are always found. The 
complex group of symptoms which characterise the disease are 
pi-obably caused by an alteration of the internal secretion of 
this gland." The secretion appears to be altered in quantity 
and probably in quality also. This altered secretion, when 
circulating in the body, probably acts directly or indirectly, like 
y other poisons, upon the heart, upon the nervous system, 
upon the nutrition of many tissues in the body. 

luw till- tliiw th)Toid diaense in dependent upon sonie unknown diaense of 
ightr centres of the brain is uu interesting question which need not be 
^ed here. There is at lenst some evidence to show that violeut emotions 
na fright may be the immediate eause of the disease. (See an excellent 
by Dr. Raymond Crjlwfiird, " Graves's Disease ; an emotaonal disorder," 
« G'll. Honp. llept., vol. iii. 1897.) 



by,GOOgle 



EXOPHTHALMIC GOITRE. 



179 



Morbid Aitatomy. — A museum specimen of a typical exoph- 
thalmic goitre is usually easily distinguished from the other 
forms of goitre. Like the purely parenchymatous goitre, all 
parts of the gland are equ^ly enlarged. ITie enlargement is 
rarely excessive ; each 
lateral' lobe seldom 
exceeds in dimensions 
those of a goose's egg, 
and is often much 
smaller. The surface 
is smoother than that 
of a parenchymatous 
goitre. It is the cut 
surface of the gland, 
however, that presents 
the most characteristic 
appearances. This 
shows a remarkably 
homogeneous, solid 
structure, very unlike 
the vesicular appear- 
ance of a parenchy- 
matous goitre. Little 
or no colloid is visible. 
The blood-vessels are 
usually smaller and less 
numerous than in a 
parenchymatous goitre 
of the corresponding 
size, lliis point is, I 
think, important, since 
it is often stated by 
those who appear not 
to have investigated 
the matter for themselves that there is " great dilatation of the 
vessels."* 

Microscopical examination of the thyroid showa marked 

' I quote here the wordH of a well-known medical authority who wrote them 



71,— Sketch o[ Thyroid GtanU and iipls-hboiirlne 
rlH, from no uumarrled woman ugea 1 9. ihc anhjcct 
Xlxoplithalniio Goitre. Thi^ cuUrgement 
the thjmuB (the lower part ol which hw, however, 
in cut oO) ie chsracleilstlc. (St. Bart. Hoep. Mus. 
. isi4r.) (Eeduwi J.) 
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differences between the exophthalmic and the common paren- 
chymatous goitre. Instead of the vesicles distended with colloid 
secretion and lined with a single layer of cubical epithelium, 
which are seen in the parenrhymatous goitre, we find in the 
exophthalmic vai-iety a wholly different appearance. The colloid 
is much reduced in quantity, and indeed is fretiuentlyalmost 
entirely absent. 'ITie vesicles are not distended and are not at 
all well marked. The 
epithelial lining has 
undergone a marked pro- 
liferation so that the place 
of the vesicle is ft-equently 
taken by an in-egular mass 
of round cells with per- 
haps a trace of colloid. 
There is also a tendency 
for the epithelium to 
become columnai-. The 
whole gland appears to be 
in a state of considerable 
Via. 72.— The pn-ceaiiig, mni from iwiifiid. A physiological activity, 
mciiou of the left lobe iia- ^«,„ m.dt. -iiowina b^t the secretion, instefd 

ihf homogeueod*. boHu «nn'Iiire nt tlic jilwid. . 

(S(, Bart, Ho»p. MiiB. Xo. sai4T.> (Kednnii J.) of being accumulated in 

the vesicles, is not to be 

seen, having apparently passed into the lymphatics as soon as 

-secreted. An extreme case presents considerable superficial 

resemblance to a round-celled sarcoma. 

The accompanying micro- photographs {Figs. T6 and 74) 
illustrate the appearance of parenchymatous and exophthalmic 
goitre respectively. 

The appeai-ances above mentioned are those which are found 
in all severe cases, that is in all cases in which the disease itself 
has been the immediate cause of death. They are practically 
identical in all museum and post-mortem room specimens that 
I have had the opportunity of examining. There is no museum 
specimen with which I am acquainted which shows the "great 
dilatatioH of vessels" to which allusion has beeti made.* 

■ Eicellfnt specimens nf esoplithjlliiiiu goitre iimj' be Keen in the following 
iiiiisMiiiiH ; Bo)-. Coll. Surg. 28U+A ; (iuy's Hosjt 98, 100, nnd lUl ; SJ. Bnrt. 
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If the examination be made of an exophthalmic goitre from a 
casein whichcfeathhasoccuri-ednotwhollyfiom the disease itseli', 
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Hosp, 231ia, T, and C ; Char. Cross Hoap. 87Ha ; St. Mary's Hosp. 1026 ; Univ. 
Coll. Hosp. 1458D ; St Thomas's Hosp. UCoA. gomewbat leas typk'Hl are 
Guy's Hosp. loa and Westm. Hosp. 60». 

* Cose of A. E., at. 15, described in £rU. Med. Jimrn. July 20, IStll. 

i" Unpublished. 



by Google 



182 THE THYROID GLAND. 

the appearances pi-eseiited are similar but not so ]ironouiiced. 
A good deal of colloid may be seen and many vesicles may 
still be easily recognisable. Opportunities for examining such 
specimens are occasionally afPoi-ded at the present time by opera- 
tions for the i-emoval of the goitre. 

Cysts and adenomata are rarely met with in the goitre of 
Graves's disease, and this is probably one reason why this form 
of goitre seldom attains a very large sjze. 

A thyi'oid gland containing a pre-existing cyst or adenoma 
may, however, subsequently develop the characters of Graves's 
disease, and it is probably such cases that have led occasionally 
to the description of unilateral exophthalmic goitre. True and 
uncomplicated exophthalmic goitre, being a disease of the whole 
organ, is never unilateral. 

An exophthalmic goitre of long standing may develop 
secondary changes, such as fibrosis, similar to those of paren- 
chymatous goitre. Examples of this, however, are rare. 

The exophthalmos is, I believe, due entirely to a local deposit 
of fat behind the eyeball. No reliable post-mortem evidence of 
its being due to any other cause has ever been brought forward. 
The absurd theory that it is due to vascular dilatation of 
the orbital vessels scarcely merits discussion. The vessels that 
supply the post ocular tissues (branches of the ophthalmic 
artery) supply also the conjunctiva and eyelids, both of which 
are easily examined by simple inspection. They do not show 
any increased vascularity in Graves's disease. On the other 
hand, increased orbital vascularity is a condition with which we 
are all familiar. It is often seen in cases of inflammation of the 
orbit and of tumour or thrombosis at the back of the orbit. 
In these cases, the proptosis which is often present, is accom- 
panied by suffusion of the conjunctiva, and often by swelling of 
the eyelids. This condition of affairs differs widely from that of 
Graves's disease, in which the visible parts of the orbit are not 
only not more vascular, but often positively paler or less vascular 
than in health. Why there should be, in this di.^ase, an 
inci'ease of orbital fat, is a question that cannot at present be 
answered. But we do know, at any rate, that there is in 
Graves's disease a tendency to local deposition of fat in other 
parts of the body, such as the face and anterior abdominal wall. 
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It is not unreasonable to assume that the same cause that leads 
to local deposilion of fat in these regions may also cause its 
deposition in the orbits. 

The theory that the exophthalmos is due to spasm of muscle 
is wholly insufficient to account for the amount of exophthalmos 
that is generally pi-esent in an ordinary case of Graves's 
disease. 

A very common, if not constant, accompaniment of the 
disease, is a great enlargement of the thymus gland, which 
forms a thick solid mass, sometimes weighing several ounces. 
This enlargement may be detected, dunng life, by careful per- 
cussion over the upper part of the sternum. The pathological 
significance of this undue persistence and enlargement of the 
thymus is unknown.* 

Symptnms and DiagTum^. — The three cardinal symptoms of 
Graves's disease are : 

(1) Prominence of the eyeballs (exophthalmos). 

(2) Rapidity of the heart (tachycardia) with palpitation. 

(3) Enlai^ment of the thyroid gland (goitre). 

In most cases, however, some or all of the following symptoms 
are also present. 

(4) Nervous symptoms, especially tremulousness and excit- 
ability ; often the patient shows a manked change of habits and 
tastes, and a condition resembling acute mania is by no means 
unknown. 

(5) Diarrhoea. 

(6) Glycosuria. 

(7) Pigmentation of the skiu, usually of a patchy nature. 

(8) Local accuihulation of subcutaneous fat, especially on the 
anterior abdominal wall. 

(9) Sweating, and consequent lessened electrical resistance of 
the skin. 

(10) Breath lessness. 

(11) Slight elevation of temperature. 

1"he clinical picture presented by a patient in the advanced 
stages of the disease is usually quite characteristic, and there is 

• Good Hpeeiim-ns uf this enlorjienient i>f the tlij'inus may be seen in the 
followinft miisemiis: St. Mary's Honp. 1025; Univ. Coll. Ho»|). 13.WD ; St. 
Thw. Honp. H(i,-)A : St. Bart. Hosp. 23UT mid 231iu. 
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no difficulty in the diagnosis. {See Fig. 70.) In some cases, 
however, one or more of the three cardinal symptoms is absent, 
and then there may be much difficulty in the diagnosis. 

The enlargement of the thyroid may be so slight as scarcely 
to attract attention. Even when it is well marked there are no 
meait-i by K/ikk we can dMthiffiiish it with certavity from the 
simple parenchymatous enlai^ment. The gland usually 
presents a somewhat smoother and more rounded surface, and, 
occasionally, a feeling of iiminess, of plumpness and solidity has 
seemed to me to afford help in the diagnosis. Pulsation in the 
gland, and the presence of a bruit are not in themselves charac- 
teristic, since they are often found in pai-enchymatous goitres. 
A thrill is often felt. It is important to bear in mind that the 
increased pulsation of the thyroid vessels is not greater than 
that of the other vessels in the body. 

The exophthalmos is almost invariably bilateral and sym- 
metrical. Cases of unilateral exophthalmos due to Graves's 
disease are, however, said to occur ; but such cases have never 
come under my notice. 

Exophthalmos is by far the most characteristic symptom of 
the disease, although its presence is not absolutely essential for 
the diagnosis, \^'hen exophthalmos is absent the diagnosis is 
much more difficult. Ordinary parenchymatous goitre is fre- 
(juently accompanied by card io- vascular symptoms. , Persistent 
frequency of pulse with goitre is sufficient to raise a strong 
suspicion of Graves's disease, and a careful examination should, 
in such cases, be made to see whether any of the other symptoms 
exist. 

It is in the early stages of the disease that the diagnosis is 
most important, especially from the surgical point of view. I 
have several times seen, and successfully operated upon, patients 
with goitre and rapidity of pulse, who had been considei-ed, 
erroneously, to be suffering from Graves's disease. Probably, 
many of the reported cases of cure after operations for atypical 
Graves's disease (the so-calledyormf.*yriM/e* of the French) have 
not [been cases of Graves's disease at all. This may account 
for the cures. On the other hand, it is impoi-tant that the 
surgeon should not overlook the existence of this disease in 
its early stage. By doing so, he may make the serious mistake 
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of undertaking to treat, by surgical means, a goitre which 
probably ought not to be interfered with. 

In the absence of exophthalmos, the peifiistently rapid pulse, 
the clammy, tremulous hand, and the fidgety, nervous manner of 
the patient afford, according to my own experience, the best 
means of diagnosis. 

Dyspnoea is of course a common symptom in both parenchy- 
matous and exophthalmic goitre. In the former disease, 
however, the dyspnuea is always produced by direct pressure on 
the trachea, and is accompanied by stiidor. In the latter, the 
dyspnoea appears to be due to card io- vascular changes. An 
exophthalmic goitre only rarely produces an appreciable degree 
of pressure upon the trachea, and is consequently not usually 
accompanied by stridor. 

There are, however, rare cases in which an exophthalmic 
goitre does cause serious pressure upon the trachea and it may 
even become necessary to perform tracheotomy for the relief of 
the dyspnoea. 

At the meeting of the Pathological Society of London, held 
on March 3, 1891, Mr. W. G. Spencer showed a specimen of 
exophthalmic goitre which had caused death by suffocation. 
The patient was a girl, aged 20, who had suffered for at least a 
year from the ordinary symptoms of exophthalmic goitre, 
namely, prominence of the eyeballs, rapidity of pulse, and 
thyroid swelling. Dyspnoea became so severe that tracheotomy 
had to be performed ; this was attended with much difficulty; 
the trachea was opened above the isthmus, and an elastic tube 
four inches long had to lie passed down the trachea beyond the 
olistructed portion before relief was afforded. In a few hours 
the dyspnoea returned, the patient was unable to expectorate 
through the tube, and death occurred, apparently by suffocation 
from the accumulation of mucus in the trachea and bronchi. 

The goitre, which is at present in the Westminster Hospital 
Museum,* was a large bilateral one, tolerably homogeneous in 
structure, but differing from most exophthalmic goiti-es in con- 
taining much fibrous tissue and numerous small cysts. None of 
these, however, are larger than small peas. The trachea was 
gi-eatly flattened from side to aide down to within an inch of 
• No. 6oa. 
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the bifurcation. The presence of cysts and of much fibrous 
tissue, and a history of the goitre having been present for verj- 
many years (" all her life," it was alleged), show that this case 
was not entirely typical. It is quite possible that this was 
really a case of ordinary parenchymatous goitre to which 
Graves's disease had recently been added. 

In the Lancet of February 7, 1891, Dr. Hugh Montgomerie 
reported "a case of exophthalmic goitre, ending fatally frbm 
sudden pi-essure on the trachea,'" in a woman of thirty-five. In 
this case also the goitre was unusually large, and the symptoms 
do not seem to have been very characteristic of Graves's disease. 
A low tracheotomy was performed, but without success. A 
post-moi-tem examination revealed extreme tracheal stenosis ; 
the goitre was not a symmetrical enlargement of the thyroid, 
showing that the case was not one of pure exophthalmic goitre. 

Treatment. Medical. — Numerous drugs have been recom- 
mended for the treatment of this most troublesome malady, but 
none of them can be considered to be thoroughly satisfactory. 
Most of them do not do more than alleviate symptoms, 
especially the palpitation. 

i^omething can be done by such hygienic measures as rest and 
change of surroundings. Removal to a higher altitude often 
causes considerable relief. 

Digitalis is often given to quiet the circulation and diminish 
palpitation. Belladonna appears to be useful sometimes ; it 
may have some effect in diminishing the thyroid secretion. 

Thyroid extract has also been given, but it seems clear that 
it not only does no good, but is positively harmful. This is only 
what might be expected if the disease is due to over-activity of 
the gland. 

Thymus feeding has also been tried, but with doubtful benefit ; 
the undoubted connection between enlargement of the thymus 
and Graves's disease is, however, worth remembering in con- 
nection with this method of treatment, Ord and Hector 
Mackenzie, having made an extensive trial of thymus gland 
preparations in twenty cases, came to the conclusion that " no 
appreciable effect followed their administration.* 

Iodine and its preparations, so potent in the treatment of 
• Clifford Allbiitfe " Sj-Hteiii irf MedicioB," 1897, vol iv., p. TMl. 
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parenchymatous goitre, are not only useless in Graves's disease, 
but usually aggravate the symptoms. Mobius speaks highly of 
the value of bromine preparations.* Iron is sometimes beneficial, 
and seems to be indicated in cases in which there is marked 



The application of cold to the neck by means of Leitei's 
tubes appears to relieve the patienfs distress in many cases, but 
does not exert any curative effect upon the disease. 

Treatment by electricity, both galvanic and faradic, has been 
strongly recommended, but does not seem to be of any more use 
than other remedies. A sti-ong current may have some beoe- 
ticial influence upon the patient's mented condition. 

The medical treatment of a case of exophthalmic goitre does 
not, however, come within the province of a surgeon, who is 
content to hand the case over to a physician. For further 
details of the medical treatment, about which volumes have 
been written, a work on medicine must be consulted. 

Surgical. — Although, in my opinion, the treatment of exoph- 
thalmic goitre belongs essentially to the physician and not to 
the surgeon, it is right that some account should here be given 
of the various forms of sut^cal treatment that have been from 
time to time adopted by surgeons. Especially in the last few 
years has surgical treatment been recommended and practised 
by some surgeons. The different forms of operative treatment 
that have been employed for exophthalmic goitre may be divided 
into the following groups ; 

1. Operations upon the thyroid gland itself. 

2, Operations upon the thyroid vessels. 

3, Operations upon the cervical sympathetic nei-ve. 

4. Operations upon distant parts of the body. 

1, Operations upon the Thyroid Qland. — Most of the oper- 
ations that have been practised for parenchymatous goitre have 
also been employed for exophthalmic goitre. Those, such as 
injection with iodine, which act by causing inflammation and 
obliteration of the vesicles, are not suitable, for the simple 
reason that in this disease we are not dealing with distended 
vesicles at all, but with a condition of epithelial proliferation. 
The absence of colloid in an exophthalmic goitre renders 
■ Arvk.f. Ptsehint., Btrlin, lWB-9, ixii., p. 923. 
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division of the isthmus also a futile operation ; the shrinking 
of a parenchymatous goitre after division of the isthmus is 
due, as is shown elsewhere, to the draining away of the con- 
tents of the vesicles. In an exophthahnic goitre there is no 
accumulated colloid that can be drained away. 

For a similar reason intraglandular enucleation, so excellent 
for the treatment of many simple goitres, is not applicable here, 
because there are here no encapsuled tuiiioiii's, and it is upon 
these alone that enucleation can be performed. In those atypical 
cases in which Graves's disease has been superadded to a pre- 
existing adenomatous or cystic goitre, enucleation of these 
tumours can, of course, be performed. 

Removal of a portion of the goitre by the operation of 
"extirpation" is feasible, and has been frequently performed. 
Much diffei'ence of opinion exists as to the value of this pi-oceeding. 

Those who believe that Graves's disease is due primarily to 
an affection of the thyroid gland, and especially those who look 
upon the disease as being due to a hypersecretion of the thyroid 
epithelium, have naturally some a priori grounds for believing 
that removal of a portion of the gland might benefit the patient. 
Total extirpation of the gland has been performed, but it is 
agreed by all that this is neither necessary nor desirable, seeing 
that vei-y serious results (cachexia strumipriva) follow this oper- 
ation, whether performed for exophthahnic or for any other kind 
of goitre. 

The operation that has most often been performed is removal 
of one half of the gland. 

It appears that good results have in some ca-ses been obtained 
by this operation. On the other hand, it must be admitted that 
the operation is an extremely serious one. The moi-tality of 
unilateral extirpation for exophthalmic goitre is far higher than 
is that of the same o|>eration when performed for simple goiti-e. 

Valuable infoimation on this point has been afforded by A lien 
*ho has collected from various sources 190 casesf of 

he iiiiturB and trtiitnient of exophtlmlinic goitre with eiiiM^cial refer- 
! tlijToid tJieory of the difleaei! iind to the treatment bv thyroidec- 
i. A'fu-n, Philadelphia, 18116, 68, p. 421. 

jse operations were performed in or before 18i»». These ciwen. hnw- 
de H certain number of operations, sntli us Htriitiire of the thyroid 
which no part of the goitre was itetiially removed. 
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operations upon exophthalmic goitre ; of these no less than S3 
ended fatally immediately after the operation. Thiis mortality 
of 12 per cent, compares most unfavourably with the mortality 
of 3J per cent, afforded hy Reverdin's statistics of extirpations 
of simple goitre. 

Sorgo's statistics* embrace 174 operations performed in the 
yeai-s 1884-96. In two cases the result was not known. Of the 
remaining 172 patients, 27 {16'2 per cent.) were "much im- 
proved," 62 {36 per cent.) were "distinctly improved"; [that 
is, 89 (51'2 per cent.) were improved] 48 (27*9 per cent.) were 
"cured,^ 11 (6i per cent.) were not improved or wei-e made worse; 
while 24 (13'9 per cent.) died soon after the operation. It is 
said that if the cases of so-called primary Graves's disease ai-e 
separated from those of secondary disease, the statistics are not 
materially altered. 

Mobius con-siders that in most cases " the o))eration will pro- 
bably result in comparatively rapid improvement, but that it is 
not without danger." With the latter part of this opinion I 
cei-tainly feel disposed to agree. 

Even in the hands of the most experienced operators upon 
goitre, such as Kocher, the mortality is considerable. It would 
appeal' that Kocher has abandoned the operation of extirpation 
for exophthalmic goitre in favour of ligature of the thyroid 
vessels. It is not that the operation is in itself more difficult. 
But the patients are not good subjects for such an operation. 
They are especially liable to die from shock br from extreme 
rapidity of pulse. For these reasons I have myself never 
performed removal of an undoubtedly exophthalmic "goitre and 
am of opinion that its performance should as a rule be restricted 
to those rare cases in which thei'e is serious tracheal stenosis, 
threatening the life of the patient. Even in these cases it 
seems doubtful whether tracheotomy is not sometimes a safer 
proceeding. 

The operation of exatkyropemj has been perfoniied many 
times, especially in France. This operation consists in cutting 
down upon the gland, dislocating it through the wound and 
then leaving it exposed to the air. 'I'he effect of the operation 
is to cause a certain amount of shrinking of the gland. The 

• Quoted by Mobius, lac. eU. [). 922. 
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risks of the proceeding and the extremely unsightly nature of 
the resulting deformity are, in the absence of any strong proof 
of its efficacy, sufficient to warrant its condemnation.* 

S. Operations upon the Thyroid YesBels. — Ligature of the 
th3a«id vessels has often been performed for exophthalmic goitre 
in the hope that cutting off the blood supply will cause the gland 
to shrink and produce less colloid secretion. 

Ligature of the superior thyroid vessels atone, which are 
usually much smaller than the inferior, is an easy o})eration, but 
does not cut off enough of the blood-supply to be of any real 
use. Ligature of the inferior thyroid vessels on one or both 
sides adds considerably to the difficulty and severity of the 
operation. I>igature of all four arteries pi-obably entails a risk 
of the supervention of cachexia strumipriva. Ligature of both 
superior th\Toids and of one inferior thyroid appears to be the 
best operation and is the one preferred by Kocher. This 
fiperator has performed ligature of the thyroid vessels for 
exophthalmic goitre over thirty times. 

3. Operations upon the Cervical Sympathetic ITerve. — The 
operations that have hitherto been performed upon the cervical 
sympathetic nerve include : 

(1) Simple section of the nerve (sympathicotomy or Jahoulay's 
operation). 

(2) Partial resection, the superior cervical ganglion being 
resected, either alone or together with the nerve trunk. 

(3) Complete 'and bilateral resection of the whole nerve and 
all its ganglia. 

These operations appear to be founded partly upon the view 

tfiat the primary seat of Graves's disease lies in the cervical 

sympathetic nerves or ganglia, and partly upon the widespread 

but erroneous idea that the enlai-gement of the thyraid and the 

thalmos are due to the increased vascularity in the gland 

the orbit respectively. There is no doubt that there is a 

ition between exophthalmos and the sympathetic, hut it is 

means clear that the exophthalmos of Graves's disease is 

lent upon this nerve. 

researches of Jessop upon the action of cocaine have 

that the instillation of cocaine into the eye produced 

* For further detniU cif this operstion sei; chap, iv, p. 241. 
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among other eftects, exophthalmos aud eQlargement of the 
palpebral fissure. It has further been shown hv Jessop and by 
Edmunds that previous division of the cervical sympathetic 
prevented the occun-ence of these phenomena. 

Jabouky of Lyons appears to have been the first to apply 
these facts to the treatment of exophthalmic goitre in the 
human subject. 

His fii-st operation was performed in February 1896, and his 
example was rapidly followed by others. The results being, 
however, not so good as had been anticipated, a further step 
was taken and in August 1896 Jonnesco of Bucharest excised 
the superior cervical sympathetic ganglion together with part of 
the main nerve trunk. This operation in its torn appearing to 
be insufficient, the total excision of the whole of the cervical 
sympathetic including its ganglia on both sides of the neck was 
introduced and is at the present time advocated by Jonnesco 
and othei's. 

Whether the theories upon which these sympathetic operations 
are based be right or wrong, it is well to inquire whethei- the 
results obtained by the operations are sufficiently gtiod to justify 
their performance. 

Boissou, in his admirable thesis* on the subject, has collected 
twenty-seven cases of operations of one kind or another upon the 
sympathetic nerve for the cure of Graves's disease. These cases 
include nearly all the published and some hitherto unpublished 
cases, up to the date of July 1898. Full details of nearly all the 
cases ai'e given in his essay. 

From these twenty-seven cases, four must be deducted since 
they prove nothing and are valueless for our purpose. Eight of 
the remaining cases are atypical (cos fnisies) and should be put 
aside as inconclusive. 

Among the remaining fifteen eases there appear to have been 
two cases of cure, six of " marked improvement," three of slight 
improvement, one of failure and three of death. 

With regard to the eight atypical cases, one is reported to 
have been cured, two markedly improved, four slightly improved, 
while one was a failure. 

r le symputhique uervical dans Is 
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Among the twenty-tliree coses there were thirteen partial 
sympathectomies (including the three reported cures and one 
death), seven total sympathectomies (with two deaths), and two 
sympathectomies (with no cui-es and no deaths). 

The two cases of cure are the following, both of which occurred 
in the practice of Jomiesco : • 

1. A widow aged 30 hnd noticed for two months a swelling of the 
thyroid gland. On admission there was some exophthalmos and a 
pulse of 110-120. Graefe's sign was not present. There was some 
trembling of the upper limbs and the patient was in a nervous, 
excitable condition. On August 5, 1896, bilateral resection of 
the cervical sympathetic was performed, but the inferior ganglia 
were not removed. The wound healed by first intention and the 
patient left the hospital ten days after the operation. The imme- 
diate results of the operation do not appear to have been verj- 
striking. The pulse remained at 1^0, but the exophthalmos dis- 
appeared. The trembling had also gone when the patient left the 
hospital. A month later the circumference of the neck had 
diminished from 37 to 35 centimetres. Fifteen months later the 
general condition was reported to be excellent; there was no 
longer any goitre, exophthalmos, tachycardia, or trembling. The 
pulse rate was 74-BO. 

2. A girl aged 1 6 was admitted on account of goitre, exophthalmos, 
trembling, and a rapid pulse (IIO-ISO). On August 21, 189fi, the 
whole cervical sympathetic, except the inferior ganglion, was 
resected on both sides of the neck. The wound healed by first 
intention and the patient left the hospital nineteen days after the 
operation. The exophthalmos diminished immediately, but the 
pulse remained at 110-120. When last seen, fifteen months after 
the operation, the exophthalmos and tachycardia had entirely dis- 
appeared, the pulse was regular, beating at 90, and the patient's 
general condition was excellent. 

The three fatal cases described by Boissou occun-ed in the 
practice of Jaboiilay, Faure and Peugniez respect iveiy.f 

1. A woman aged SO with exophthalmic goitre of two years 
duration. Goitre, exophthalmos, tachycardia and trembling were 
all well marked. The pulse rate was 128-155. On Nov. 24, 
1897, three centimetres of cervical sympathetic were resected on 

* Keport«d in Boisaou's thesis nlHive-iiientiuned. rases xi. und xii. pji. 148-1.'>4. 
j" KuiaHuii, lilt: ri/., bUBi^ x., xyiii. and xxvji. pp. 1-14, ITii and 20(i. 
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each side of the neck. On one side the superior ganglion was 
removed, on the other it was not. After the operation the pulse 
rate was 120, On the following day the temperature rose to 
104-5 and the pulse became bad. On the next day blood-stained 
expectoration and vascularity of the right conjunctiva were noticed. 
The exophthalmos diminished. In the next few days the pulse rate 
was 90-105, and the temperature about lOl". On the twelfth day 
after the operation the patient died. The post mortem showed 
congestion of the base of the right lung. 

2. A woman aged S4, with all the usual symptoms very well 
marked. The whole of the right cervical sympathetic, including 
both superior and inferior ganglia, were removed and the operator 
liad ma^e the skin incision on the left side when the patient 
suddenly died. The post mortem threw no light on the cause of 
death, which seems to have been attributed to the chloro- 

3. A woman aged 20 in whom exophthalmos, tachycardia and 
goitre were all marked. The symptoms had lasted about four 
years. Resection of the whole cervical sympathetic was performed, 
first on the left side then on the right, with an interval of twenty- 
three days between the two operations. After the first operation the 
exophthalmos of the corresponding side diminished considerably. 
The tachycardia, however, did not alter, the pulse remained at 144>. 
After the second operation the pulse dropped to 128. Both wounds 
healed quickly, and the patient left the hospital apparently slightly 
Improved. 

The improvement did not last very long, for on the day after her 
discharge from the hospital, twenty-four days after the second 
operation, she complained so much of feebleness and pain in the 
precordial region that she took to her bed and never again left it. 
Violent pain in the head and eyes, vomiting and extreme emaciation 
now became prominent symptoms. A week after leaving the 
hospital the exophthalmos was very marked, but the eyelids could 
still be closed. Soon the exophthalmos was so extreme that the 
patient became completely blind in both eyes, tlie left eyeball 
ulcerated and then collapsed, with discharge of the crystalhne lens. 
Finally the patient died comatose on the fiftieth day after the 
operation. 

A careful study of the eases which are reported to have been 
*' improved " does not seem to be at all convincing. Sometimes 
one symptom, .sometimes another is said to have been alleviated. 
Sometimes the beneficial effect is said to have been noticed 
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immediately after the operation, more often the amelioration 
has occurred only after a lapse of weeks or months; 

The cases in which improvement is most likely to occur seem 
to be those atypical cases to which the term formes frustes is 
applied by the French. In many of these cases, however, grave 
douhts exist as to the con-ectness of the diagnosis. For statistical 
purposes, it is best to omit such cases altogether from our con- 
sideration. Certainly it is not right to include them among 
the tyjiical cases, the diagnosis of which should be a matter of 
little or no difficulty, and from which alone conclusions of value 
can be deduced. 

4. Operations upon Distant Vwrta at the Body, — Many years 
ago it was notice*! that the removal of a polypus from the nose 
of a patient suffering from Graves's disease was followed by an 
amelioration of the symptoms of the latter disease. The same 
sequence of events has been noticed after operations on other 
parts of the body. Boissou " has collected no less than seventy- 
three cases of Graves's disease in which improvement or cure 
had followed an opei'ation upon some distant part of the body 
such as the nasal fossse, the genito-urinarv organs, abdomen, etc. 

I have myself, however, had no personal experience of suth 



Prognosis. — In considering the advisability of a surgical opera- 
tion for any disease, it is well to ask what would be the course 
of that disease if no operation at all were performed. Now, in 
the case of exophthalmic goitre the prognosis, if the disease be 
not treated by operation, is by no means wholly bad. Although 
in a few cases the disease ends speedily in death, yet such a 
termination is the exception rather than the rule. 

The careful inquiries that have been made by Williamson,+ 
of Manchester, supplemented by those of Ord and Hector Mac- 
kenzie, have put us in possession of valuable information as to 

• +3 cases at Joiiin, 5 of Stacker, + of TeilliJiber, 3 of Vhii der Lenden, 3 of 
Fudern. 2 of Lefinive, 2 of Odeije, 2 ot Bouilly, and thoae of Hiick, Hoffmann, 
ii'meiikel, Gottstein, Muechold, Piwiug, Turgis, Dolerin, and Berger, quoted by 
Piprra Boissou in hiH "Etude critique d«s interventionB sur le syni|>atliir]iie 
cenicnl duns lu nmladie de Busedow," Piirin, 18a8. p. IB. 

t "Brtunrks on Pvognosia in Exoplithiihiiic giMite" by R. T. Williuin^ont 
Iteit. Med. J.mni., Nov. 7, IKSW, p. 137.1. 
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the ultimate result of a large numlier of cases, none of which 
were treated by operation. Taking into consideration only 
those cases which ended either in death or recovery, or which 
had been under observation for at least five years, the figures of 
the two sets of observers • are as follows : 

RESULT IS FIFTY-SEVEN CASES. 

Ovd und Mackenzie WilliainBon Totiil 

Fatal termination 8 6 1* 

Recovery complete ... ... 5 5 10 

Recovery almost complete... 9 2 11 

Improvement considerable... 9 4 13 

Improvement slight ... 1 ^i 4 

In statu quo ... ... ... 1 3 4, 

Alive, but exact condition 

not known ... ... 1 1 



Conclusions. — Reviewing the whole subject of the operative 
treatment of exophthalmic goitre, it seems to me that it may 
reasonably be doubted whether surgical treatment is not on the 
whole worse than useless. 

For it must not be forgotten that in this disease there is 
naturally a strong tendency towards recovery. Many patients 
who do not recover completely, nevertheless improve greatly 
without operative treatment of any kind. 

None of the opei-ations that have hitherto been pi-actised 
upon the gland, the thyroid vessels or the sympathetic are free 
from risk. Actual proof that any of them really cure the 
disease is at present wanting. The sympathetic operation, 
although it may, and probably does to a slight extent, diminish 
the exophthalmos, does not usually cure it completely, and may 
be followed by very serious results, such as infiammation of the 
eye and even blindness. 

The larger operations upon the gland itself, such as extirpa- 
tion, are attended with so much danger as to make them un- 
desirable, unless it can be shown that the results are sufficiently 
good to justify the risks. At present this has not been done. 

- Given ill Cliflord Al]lnitfs ■' System ui Medicine," 1897, vol. iv. p. 501. 
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With regard to ligature of the thyroid vessels, it still seems 
to me doubtful whether this proceeding is followed by cure 
sufficiently ofton to justify its perfomiance. There seems to be 
no doubt that if any of the above operations are undertaken by 
the surgeon, they should be performed in most cases without 
general aniesthesia, and that they should be performed with as 
little disturbance as possible to the surrounding parts. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

MALIGNANT DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT.* 

Alfects both noniiiU and goitrous thyroid — Agn— Sbs — Varietiai — Sar- 
coma nnd carcinoma — KelativH freijuency — Symptoms and diagnosis — 
Intittnition of nBtghboiiring parts — Skin rarely involved — Duration of 
the diseiise — Mode of death — Uniievinl forms of malignant disease — 
'■ Haligmtnt adenoma " — Papillif eroue cyxt — Treatment^— Extirpation 
Difficulties and dangers — Often incomplete — 'Results of operations — 
Heciirreni'e^StJitistiCB — Slowly groiving forma — Palliative treatment — 
Partial reinovai — Simple incision — Trncheotoniy — Diffi till ties— Danger 
of sepsis— Treatment of dysphagia and pain — (Jonfltiaions. 

Mai.igkaxt disease of the thyroid gland is in this country a 
somewhat rare afiection. It is fortunate that it is rare, since in 
the stage at which it is usually seen by operative surgeons it is 
seldom amenable to surgical treatment. 

The disease may occur in a gland that has previously been 
normal, but it is much more pi-one to afFect one that has already 
been the seat of innocent goitre. This is doubtless the reason 
why the disease is much more commonly seen in localities 
where ordinary goitre is prevalent. Even in cases in which 
there is no history of pre-existing goitre it will often be found, 
upon examination after removal, that the tumour contains 
cysts, points of calcification, or some similar e\idenc'e of 
former disease. In several cases, however, which have come 
under my own notice, or which I have examined in museums, 
evidence of the previou.s existence of a goitit has been wholly 
absent. 

Age and Sex. — The disease is essentially one of advanced life, 
being rare below the age of forty. Out of thirty-four specimens 
of malignant disease in the London museums, in which the age 

* Must of this chapler h s 1 e dy been published in the chapter on the 
tlijToid cuntribnte lb t tl cently pnblislied edition uf Mr. Butlin's 

■■ OpemtiVB Surser) f M I j, tD ease." 
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of the patient is stated, I have found only three in which the 
age was below thirty-nine, and of these, one is a somewhat doubt- 
ful congenital sarcoma in an infant ; another is from a boy aged 
three, and it is open to doubt whether the growth, described as 
a round-celled sarcoma, was not secondary to disease of the 
abdomen. UTie third specimen is in the Boyal Fi-ee Museum, 
and is from a patient of my own, aged 25, depicted in Fig. 77. 
Here and there in surgical literature are found cases in which 
the disease occurred in children or young adults, but certainly in 
the great majority of cases the patients have attained at least 
the age of forty. 

Among fifty cases of undoubted malignant disease that have 
been published since 1884,1 find only eight in which the age 
was below forty. In no less than twenty-four of these cases the 
age was fifty or more ; of these, twelve had attained the age of 
sixty. 

As regards the frequency with which the disease affects the 
two sexes there is not much difference. Some observers have 
found that males wei-e affected rather more often than females. 
My own statistics show that of the fifty patients above-mentioned 
twenty-seven were wonien ; among thirty-nine specimens in the 
London museums, seventeen arc from male and twenty-two from 
female patients ; a very small number of cases overlap, and 
occur in both sets of figures. Bergeat says that of fifty-five 
cases seen at Tiibingen between 1883 and 1894, twenty-three 
were men and twenty-nine women, but the diagnosis was not in 
all cases verified. 

Varieties. — Both carcinoma and sarcoma occur in the thyroid 
gland, the former being usually of the alveolar form with cubical 
cells, the latter either spindle- or round-celled. Various 
other rare varieties have occasionally been described but are 
not of sufficient importance to require further consideration 
here. 

It is exceedingly difficult to amve at a definite conclusion 
as to the relative frequency of sarcoma and caicinoma. 
Most writers have asserted that carcinoma is a good deal more 
common than sai-coma. Thus Kauf'mann" among fourteen cases 
examined microscopically by him in Switzerland, found that 
- ■' Die Struma Miiligiia," DeuUHi. Zelt«-ln:f. Clih:, 18711, li. 401. 
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eleven were cai'cinonia and only three were sarcoma ; and 
subsequently he published six more cases all of which were 
carcinoma. 

Orcel, iu his excellent thesis,* gives details of sixteen cases of 
malignant disease observed at Lyons, a place where endemic 
goitre is frequently seen. Rejecting one of these, in which the 
proof of malignancy does not appear to be convincing and 
omitting five othei-s which, although undoubtedly malignant, 
do not clearly indicate whether the disease was sai-conia or 
carcinoma, there remain ten cases ; of these five were sarcoma 
and five carcinoma. 

Of fifty-four specimens in London museums, twenty are 
sarcoma and thirteen are carcinoma, while of twenty-one, owing 
to want of proper microscopical examination, it is impossible to 
express a definite opinion. Among fifty undoubted cases found 
in literature published since 1884 (including Orcel's ten cases) I 
find twenty-six sarcomata and twenty-four carcinomata. These 
last two sets of figures, however, probably do not repi-esent the 
true proportions, since the rapidly growing form of sarcoma is a 
more striking affection than the ordinary form of caici noma, and 
is, therefore, more likely to find its way into museums and into 
literature. 

In compiling the ahove statistics, I have felt obliged to reject 
a very large number of cases which in all probability were 
malignant, because the proof of this was wanting. Those 
cases only have been accepted as genuine in which such proof 
was clearly afforded either by accurate micixiscopical exami- 
nation or by evidence of local infiltration, or of secondary 
deposits. 

The difficulties which sun-ound the whole subject are consider- 
able, since cases are frequently met with both in literature and 
in museums in which an obvious sareoma is described as cai- i 
cinoma and vice versd. Instances are not unknown of simple 
adenoma being described as carcinoma, while obviously malig- ' 
nant infiltrating tumours have been pi-onounced to be adenomata. 
Even those who have had large experience in th^ piici-oscopic 
examination of thyi-oid tumours will admit that it is often 
diflicult to say where adenoma ends and careinoma begins. 
* ■' Contribution u rstiide dii fimcer dn corps thyroide," LyonB, 1889. 
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Chronic inflammation has before now been mistaken for sarcoma, 
as Tailbefer and Riedel have shown. 

Symptoms and Diagnosia.— Clinically, it is veiy difficult to 
distinguish between sarcoma and carcinoma. In many cases it 
is not possible to do more than guess at the probable histological 
nature of the malignant growth. I shall, therefore, ti-eat of 
them together, merely prefacing my remarks by saying that 
if the tumour has grown very rapidly, and is limited to 
one lobe of the gland, the disease is more likely to be 
sarcoma ; while if the affection, at a comparatively early stage, 
involves both lobes and pursues a somewhat slow course, 
it is not unlikely that it will prove to be carcinoma. Ex- 
ceptions to both these rules are, however, by no means 
uncommon. 

In its earliest stages, while the growth is still coiifined within 
the capsule of the gland, there are no means by which we can 
make a certain diagnosis of malignant disease. When, however, 
in the thyroid gland of a permn over forty, a tumour appears 
which M hard, which steadily and rapidly increases in size, and 
which is not of an infiammalory nature, the malignancy of 
such a tumour should be strongly suspected. If, moreover, the 
surface of the tumour is in-egular and bossy,* and if there is 
likewise dysphagia and pain in the neck, shooting up to the 
side of the head, or to the shoulders, then the diagnosis becomes 
almost a certainty. It is of the utmost importance that the 
diagnosis should, if possible, be made at an early period, since 
it is then alone that operative ti-eatment can be adopted with a 
reasonable prospect of success. A little later, when the growth 
has penetrated the capsule, and begun to involve snrrounding 
stiTictures, various other signs appeal- which make the diag- 
nosis much less difflcult. The vocal cord on the corresponding 
side often becomes paralysed, a condition rarely seen with 
innocent goitre. Involvement of the trachea, with pene- 
ti-ation of its lumen by the gi-owth, is very common, and is 
abun<lantly illustrated by specimens in mnscums. {See Figs. 
78 and 80.) 

This penetration of the interior of the trachea is most common 

at a point about half an inch below the cricoid, and often takes 

* Fjgg. 75 nnd Ttitihow wfII th« bo^y niitiire of ti iniiligiinnt tliyroid tumour. 
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the fonn of a small prominent, sometimes even pedunculated, 
button of growth. It occurs both in sarcoma and cai-cinoma. 
Occasionally, a considerable length of the tracheal mucous mem- 
brane is involved, as in the specimen depicted in Fig. 80.* 
Involvement of the muscular wall of the phaiynx is very 



Via. rr.— gpliidlvcvllva Sareoma of tlie Ictt tobe of the Tii^tuid. Tho 
poelllon ol tb(! laryux ts shown bj a alight girelllug more than ono 
lucb to the rlglit ot thv mtdillc line. Ftoiu b pstieut, ttgcA 39, nbo hud 
flrst noUced the Inmp In his neck Ihrav monlbs before Ibv pbotngrapb 
nu Isksii, Tbv KTonth snironiidua tlic cirotld aTt<.-ry lud was too 
emenslre to permit ot anjr attouipC at removal. Tncheoiomy Boon 
became neerasary. (.See Bus's! ('ret Hosp. Miw. No, sail. M.) 

common, but actual penetration of its mucous membrane is 
rare. There are but two specimens of this latter condition in 
the London museums. Kaufmann, in the cases collected by 

■ From B. s]>ecinien in the Museum of the Eoy. Coll. ot Surg. No. 2907. For 
Dther specimens of penetration of trncheu or larynx, see SL Bnrt. Huep, Hub. 
No. 231SN: ; St. Tlios. HiwH^ Miw. Nok. H70a and H72 ; Westm. Hosp. Mub. 
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him, found but one instance in which the mucous membmne was 
penetrated. Displacement, curving, twisting and flattening of 
the trachea, although common enough in cases of malignant 
disease of the thyroid are not more characteristic of malignant 



Yia. 78. — Spindle -cellfld Sarooma ot tbp ThjroM, Bhowlng: the maimer 
iti vhlcb thv ^ron'tli his oxteudcd behind tlu? a]#>phagiu and between 
it and thti trachea, a. Lsrynx laid open trom behind. B. Trnchea 
anrronnded and comprcsged by tamonr. c. Kcmsliis of thfrold tlwnc 
moreor]«M heslthf. D. Vlubt lobe ot thyroid loflltrsled irlib aarcoma. 
E, Ssrcomi extendlnu httwecn tnK*ej and cesopbngus (F>. a nnd a. 
Bight aud lift carotlil arti-rica Hurronndcd by growth, i. Aorti. K. 
Tracheotomy wound. (Sw A|ipendlx. tv-iac 113, p. 152, and Roy. Freu 
HOBp. Miw. No. xiH. SS.) laeduceii ^.i 

than of innocent goitre ; indeed, the tendency of the former to 
infiltrate, rather than to push aside, causes the displacement or 
deformity of the trachea to be less marked. 

On the outer side, the gi-owth tends to become adherent to 
the carotid artery and internal jugular vein. The relation of 
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the carotid to the tumour may afford valuable evidence of 
malignancy. An innocent goitre in its growth usually displaces 
the artery, outwards aiid backwards ; a malignant tumour tends 
to infiltrate, to overlap and surround it, without causing so 
much displacement. The artery can often be trace<l by its 
pulsation, running as fai- as the tumour, into the interior of 
which it seems to disappear. Paralysis of the sympathetic, 
shown by a contracted pupil and narrow palpebral fissure, is not 
uncommon. (See Fig. 81.) 



Fixity of the tumour is an inipoitant and a very bad sign. 
It is well to bear in mind that a malignant tumour that ha^ not 
become fixed to such immovable structures as the sternum, 
clavicle, vertebrae, or the larger muscles of the neck, may follow 
the movements of the larynx and trachea with tolerable freedom 
and yet may be hopelessly incorporated with the latter, or with 
the wall of the pharynx. Many a time has an operator, deceived 
by this apparently free mobility of the tumour, been led to 
undertake an operation for its rcmo\al, only to find, when too 
late, that the adhesions cm the inner side were so extensive that 
complete removal was impossible. 
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Involvement of skin and of lymph glands afford but little 
help in the diagnosis. The skin is seldom involved, even in late 
stages, except in those cases in which the growth has been punc- 
tured or hidsed. 

Exceptionally, spontaneous ulcei'ation of the skin takes place 
and may be the immediate cause of death, as in the following 



Harriet F , aged 53, was admitted to the Royal Free Hospital 

under my care on March 2, 1899. Since childhood she had had a 
swelling in the neck, as large as a walnut. It had never caused her 
any trouhle until November 1898) when it suddenly began to grow. 
It continued to increase steadily, but gave her no pain and caused 
little or no trouhle in breathing or swallowing. 

The condition on admission is shown in Figs. T.l and 76. A large, 
hard, irregular, prominent tumour occupied the front of the neck 
and involved both lobes of the thyroid gland. The carotid could be 
felt indistinctly on the right side, not at all an the lej}. The diag- 
nosis of malignant disease was obvious, and owing to the fixity and 
extent of the tumour, operation for its removal was out of the 
question. On March 12, she returned to her home, being told to 
come up again if her breathing gave her trouhle. In April she was 
seen again. She was much thinner and weaker, and the tumour 
had grown considerably, but there was very little dyspnoea. The 
skin over the tumour had recently ulcerated. The tumour grew to 
a very large size, the ulceration extended and was accompanied by 
very foul discharge. The patient gradually sank and died at home 
on July 7, 1899, of sepsis and exhaustion. Dyspncea never became 
sufficiently bad to call for tracheotomy. The post mortem showed a 
spiiidte-celled sarcoma.* 

Out of some thirty cases that have come under my own 
notice during life, there was not a single one in which affection 
of glands aftbi'ded any material help in the diagnosis. By the 
time that enlargement of the glands can be detected, the nature 
of the disease is usually sufficiently obvious ; it must lie remem- 
bered that the glands that first become affected are usually 
very deeply seated, at the root of the neck, or behind the 
sternum, where their detection is well nigh impossible. 1 have 
also been very much struck by the number of cases, especially 
■ The tuiiiniir is now in the Royal Free Ho'p. Miis.'No. xxii. 53, 
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la, in museums, in literature, and in my own practice, 
in which affection of lymphatic glands was wholly absent, even 
in the latest stages of the disease. 

Espectomtion of blood is an unusual symptom; it generally 
occurs late and is of grave 
import, indicating pi-obable 
penetration of the trachea, or, 
possibly, secondary growth in 
the lungs. Occasionally, it 
would seem to be a com- 
paratively early sign. In a 
case of carcinoma, recorded 
by Mr. Shattoek, severe hte- 
moptysis occurred ten months 
before death, and seems to 
have been one of the first 
symptoms.* 

The course of malignant 
disease of the thyroid isusually 
very rapid. Rose, of Berlin, 
has estimated that theextreme 
limits of its duration are nine 
weeks and eighteen months, 
and in the main he is certainly 
correct. Many cases run their 

Fin. SU.— Vvrticil MeJlau SwUon tliroLU;)! whole COUrse within six 
L«T=«, Trach™, Tbyroid Gland, ic, months, 
Filiowlug mall^ant ilf^eose fimgating' lulo 

iheiQieriororthotrBchettinftsuppiTtwo- One of the shortest cases 
twrd«, inYom > Bptcimon in the Kuy. ^\^^^ I have mvself Seen was 
that 01 a sarcomatous tumour 
in a gentleman, aged 68, under the care of Mr. Kdgar Willett. 
When I first saw the patient, the tumour had Iwen noticed only 
four weeks. It was already so fixed as to be hopelessly 
irremovable. No operation of any kind was attempted; the 
disease made rapid progress, speedily involved the lungs with 
secondary deposits, and death occurred within three months from 
the time of the first appearance of the tumoiu'. 

The case depicted in Fig. 77 (p. 202) also ran a very rapid 
- ■• • St. Tlios. Hosp. Mils. X.i. 1472. 
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course and is further remarkable for the unusual youth of the 
patient : 

Charles K , aged 25, was admitted into the Royal Free 

Hospital under my care in July 18,1 899, on account of the tumour 
shown in the photograph. 

Three months previously he had first noticed a slight swelling on 
the left side of the neck. It gave him but little trouble and he 
paid no attention to it until a fortnight before admission, when it 
began to grow rapidly. Slight dyspnoea, dysphagia, and huskiness 
of voice were then noticed for the first time. 

On admission, a hard irregular tumour, some four inches in 
diameter^ occupied the left side of the lower part of the neck, 
displacing the larynx and trachea far to the right. The left carotid 
artery was completely buried in the tumour and the left vocal cord 
was paralysed. The tumour, which was obviously malignant, was 
hopelessly irremovable. The patient became rapidly worse, dysp- 
ncea, djrsphagia, and pain in the left arm and shoulder became 
prominent symptoms. On July 28, an unusually severe attack of 
dyspntea necessitated tracheotomy. This gave considerable relief 
for a few weeks, but the patient gradually sucpumbed and died on 
August 30, a little more than four months after the onset of the 
disease. The immediate cause of death was hemorrhage from the 
trachea. The post mortem showed a spindle -eel led sarcoma of the 
left lobe, with extensive involvement of the trachea and pharynx. 
There were no secondary growths anywhere. 

On the other hand, there is no doubt that many cases last 
considerably longer than eighteen months. I have seen a case 
in which the disease had already lasted more than two years, 
the tumour, having in that time, attained the dimensions of an 
emu's egg. This patient died four months later ; no operation 
was pei-foi-med. 

In all these cases there had been, apparently, no pre- 
existing goitre, so that the onset of the malignant disease could 
he fairly accurately defined. In the more common cases in 
which malignancy is engrafted upon innocent goitre, it is often 
difficult to say at what date malignancy began, especially if the 
goitre is a large one. Such patients often first present them- 
selves for advice when the tumour has already penetrated the 
capsule and begun to cause urgent symptoms, I am inclined 
to think that in some few of these cases the malignant tumour 
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may really have existed for several years, although in the great 
majority of instances, the duration is probably a matter of 
months rather than of years. 

Death is usually caused both ia sarcoma and in carcinoma by 
the extension of the primary growth to the air passages. The 



Kii:, HI.— BptodltM^elleil SorOOma ot Che Tliyrald, irith l-ualytls of (be 
H^lit ayiopHthetlc nerve (bIiowti ity ttw iibjtow palpebmt flaflUTi! and 
coliUMtod pupil), (yrom an cmliinllent Keen Bt 8t. Itsrt. Hogp.) (See 
p. SU.I 

mechanical obstruction of the trachea thus produced may cause 
fatal (ly.spnoea. Ulceration into the trachea may set up septic 
pi-ocesses in the tumour which rapidly lead to the death of the 
patient. Bronchitis or pneumonia, septic in origin, is fre- 
quently the immediate cause of death, especially if tracheotomy 
has been performed. I'enetration of the numerous veins in and 
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around the tumour, especially in the case of sarcoma, frequently 
leads to the occurrence of secondarj' growths m the lungs. 
Secondary growths in more distant viscera may occur; the hones 
especially are liable to become the seat of secondary carcinoma- 



— L^rge^ soft, mud Tery vmiciiliLr MallgiiHDt Ttiuic 



tous growths. I'hese secondary growths in bone have a remark- 
able tendency to reproduce the structure of the thyroid gland 
with its epithelial vesicles containing colloid matter. In some 
cases the resemblance between these secondary growths and the 
normal gland is singularly close. 

Sudden haemorrhage into the softened interior of the growth 
may be mentioned as an occasional cause of death. 
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It is well also to remember that in the later stages cedema of 
the glottis may supervene very rapidly, and be the immediate 
cause of death. 

A few words may be said about certain forms of malignant 
disease whioli deviate from the ordinary type. 

Instead of being hard, the tumour may present itself in the 
form of a soft swelling which is then easily mistaken for a cyst 
or for an inflammatory swelling. There are cases in which the 
whole gland becomes the seat of a soft rapidly growing tumour. 
Such cases, when occurring in young subjects, may be mistaken 
for the common rapidly growing parenchymatous goitre of 
adolescents. Cases have l>een recorded by Boeckel and Tillaux, 
in which sarcomatous tumours have given rise to many of the 
symptoms of exophthalmic goitre, for which indeed they were 
mistaken. 

There are, moreover, forms of malignant tumour which must 
be classed among the carcinomata, although clinically their 
course is very different from that of the ordinary carcinoma. I 
refer to the so-called " malignant adenomata," and to the 
papilliferous cystic tnmoui-s. The former appear to occupy an 
intermediate position between innocent tumours and the more 
typical carcinomata. In general appearance these tumours may 
closely resemble the innocent adenomata, but differ from them 
in possessing a tendency to recur after removal, and to dis- 
seminate. From their rarity they are of comparatively little 
importance. 

Papuliferous cystAc tumour», although rare, are of some 
importance. They grow slowly, and exhilrit but a low degree 
of malignancy. They are, therefore, far more amenable to 
treatment by removal, even though they may have attained a 
large size. Mr. Barker has I'ecorded* a very remarkable case of 
this kind, which is depicted in Figs. 83 and 84. The patient, 
whose age was fifty when the photographs were taken, lived 
no less than eighteen years after the first appearance of the 
tumour, and underwent in the last ten years of his lite 
numerous operations for the removal, first of the primary 
growth, and then of locally recurrent tumours. The tumours 
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which were examined by a committee of the Pathological 
Society were undoubtedly carcinomatous. Cases of a similar 
nature have been recorded by Berger, Wiilfler, Sulzer, and 
others. 

Treatment, — The only form of treatment of malignant disease 
of the thyroid that offers any hope of cure consists in free 
removal of the whole of the disease, if this is possible. Opera- 
tions for the removal of a portion of a diseased thyroid may 
be divided into two main classes, that of extra- capsular exiir- 
pation and that of intra-glandular enucleation. In the case of 
malignant tumours, however, one only of these methods is 
suitable, namely, extirpation. An exception should perhaps be 
made for certain cases in which malignant disease attacks, and 
is limited to, an old adenoma with a well-marked fibrous 
capsule ; but as these cases are rare, and can scarcely be distin- 
guished irom those of innocent adenoma, the exception is rather 
apparent thau real. 

The treatment of innocent thyroid tumours by enucleation is 
such a very satisfactory operation, and is so widely applicable 
to them, that attempts have from time to time been made to 
treat malignant growths in the same manner. Tltis is, however, 
in iny opinion, a grave error. Not only is the hemorrhage at 
times so profuse that the operation has to be abandoned on 
this account alone, but the removal is almost necessarily so 
incomplete, that speedy recmrence must be expected. 

TTie only way to remove a malignant thyroid tumour satis- 
factorily is to do a careful and delibei-ate dissection, and to 
avoid ha^moiThage by tying the main vessels before they are 
cut. The operator should, at every stage of the operation, be 
able to see exactly what he is doing. Otherwise he is liable 
either unnecessaiily to wound important neighbouring structures 
or to leave behind portions of growth which might well have 
been taken away. 

An operation for the removal of a malignant thyroid tumour 
should, if possible, be a thorough one, and aim at the removal 
of the whole of the primary disease. When the disease is 
limited to the gland itself, this complete removal is possible. 
But, unfortunately, in the vast majority of cases in whii-h 
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operations have hitherto been pei-fomted, this condition was not 
present. 

In most cases the growth is found at the time of operation to 
have penetrated the capsule, and to have involved the trachea, 
the pharynx, or the great vessels of the neck. In such circunir 
stances it has been thought advisable to resect portions of these 
structures, but such complications naturally add enormously to 
the danger of the operation. In most cases even after such 
resections, the whole of the disease will be found not to have 
been removed, and speedy recun-ence takes place. ITie recur- 
i-ent tumour usually grows much more rapidly than the primary 
one. 

Two cases may here lie cited : 

In the summer of 18S7 I was asked by Mr. Howard Marsh to see 
a man aged 43 who hod had for five years a hard lump in the right 
side of the neck. This had steadily increased in size, at first 
slowly, in the last few months more rapidly. A large, irregular, 
somewhat hard tumour occupied most of the anterior triangle 
of the neck ;* the sympathetic nerve of the same side was com- 
pletely paralysed. On account of this latter complication and of 
the probable involvement of the structures on the inner side of the 
tumour, I advised against any operation. However, a few days 
later the patient consulted another surgeon who proceeded to 
remove the tumour, and subsequently published an excellent 
account of the case.t The operation was long and difScult, and in 
the account given, it was stated that the tumour was adherent to 
the larynx. It was not stated that the removal was considered to 
have been complete. The [latient recovered sufficiently to leave 
the hospital, but in less than sixteen weeks from the date of the 
operation he returned with a recurrent tumour as large as an 
orange and ulcerated on the surface. The tumour was again re- 
moved, then tracheotomy was performed. Several other partial 
operations were subsequently performed ; sloughing took place, 
then secondary hemorrhage, necessitating ligature of the carotid. 
The patient died very soon after this operation, and just nine 
months from the date of the first removal. The growth was a 
spindle-celled sarcoma, and at the post-mortem examination no 
secondary growths could be discovered. 
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The other case ix one published by Cramer,* and also illus- 
trates incomplete removal at a rather later stage of the disease. 

A woman aged 46 had had for two years a small lump on the left 
side of the neck ; in the last nine months it had grown more 
rapidly ; hoarseness had then set in and lately she had had much 
pain. On admission there was no dyspntea or dysphagia. The left 
lohe of the thyroid was as large as a goose's egg ; it was smooth, 
hard, and a little movahle ; the skin was not affected. Malig- 
nancy was diagnosed and the tumour removed. Hemorrhage was 
but slight, but much difficulty was experienced in separating the 
tumour from the trachea and larynx. The wound healed up 
quickly and the paiient was on the point of leaving the hospital, 
when the wound suddenly re-opened and some secondary heemor- - 
rhage took place. A few days later the wound was laid open 
again and the bleeding found to come from a nodule of growth. 
Severe heemoptysis then took place. With the laryngoscope a 
mass of growth penetrating the trachea could be seen. Seven 
weeks after the original operation the larynx was split open and 
growth found on the left side extending from the middle of the 
thyroid cartilage to the fifth tracheal ring. A few days later total 
extirpation of the larynx was performed ; at first the patient 
seemed to do well, but in the second week recurrences began to 
be manifest at various places in the wound, pleurisy set in and 
eventually the patient died just fourteen weeks from the time 
of the first ojieration. 

I cite these two cases, because I believe them to be fair 
average examples of the difficulties that a surgeon must be 
prepared to encounter if he undei-takes the removal of a 
malignant goiti-e when there is no longer any hope that the 
growth is still confined within the capsule of the gland. 

The operation for the removal of a malignant goitre in its 
earl^' stage, that is before the capsule has been penetrated, should 
be performed in exactly the same manner as extracapsular 
extirpation of an innocent goitre. An incision of sufficient 
length is made, usually over the long axis of the tumour, the 
infrahyoid muscles are divided, and the capsule of the gland 
exposed. Wound of the capsule with its network of large 

• ■■ Beitnift. z. Kenntnit* der Slrnmii Jiinligim, " Ar'-li. f. Mix. Cliir., Berlin 
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vessels should be carefully avoided. All the main vessels enter- 
ing or leaving the gland are tied with double ligatures, just 
outside the capsule, before being divided. After the superior 
thyroid artery and the superior, lateral, and inferior thyroid 
veins have been ti-eated in ,this manner, the tumour should, if 
possible, be lifted up, and the more deep-seated inferior thyroid " 
artery secured in the same way. This artery may be tied before 
it reaches the recurrent laryngeal nerve, or its branches may be 
secured on the inner side of the nerve, just before they enter 
the gland. Great care must be taken to avoid wounding the 
nerve. The vessels at the upper and lower bordei-s of the 
isthmus are secured with double ligatures, and the isthmus is 
then divided. The whole lobe is then freed from its remaining 
connections and removed. Ligatures are applied to any other 
bleeding points. After the tumour has been removed the cut 
surface of the isthmus should be examined to make sure that 
the whole of the growth has been satisfactorily taken away. If 
necessary, some more of the isthmus may be removed. It may 
even be advisable to repeat the operation upon the other half of 
the gland. Total extirpation of the gland, however, is in my 
opinion, rarely desirable, since if both lobes are involved in 
the disease, the growth has almost certainly already involved 
the trachea, and can no longer be satisfactorily removed. 
The simultaneous removal of both halves of the gland adds 
veiy much to the gravity of the operation. It should not, 
I think, be performed unless the operator feels confident 
that he can thereby make a complete removal of the whole 
disease, and that he cannot do this by any smaller operation. 
It may reasonably be doubted whether the larger operations, 
which include resection of organs outside the gland, are 
advisable. 

Irrigation of the wound with antiseptic solutions should, jf 
possible, be avoided. Aseptic rather than antiseptic treatment 
should be aimed at. It is scarcely necessary to add that during 
the whole operation the most strict asepsis should be main- 
tained, A drainage tube need seldom be kept in the wound 
for more than twenty-four hours. 

The removal of one half of the thyroid gland, if performed in 
the manner indicated, upon a suitable case, is not more difBcult 
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than when performed for an innocent goitre. Upon this point 
Kocher, whose experience of both classes of operations is very 
large, says " the prognosis (as regards the operation) in excision 
of sarcomatous or carcinomatous goitre, if performed at the 
right time, is not materially woi-se than that of innocent 
goitre." 

Beaulta of Operations for the Bemoval of Malignant Ooitre. 
— In the first edition of Butlin's " Operative Surgery of Malignant 
Disease ^ pubhshed in 1887, statistical infoimation is given in 
an analysis of fifty cases collected by Braun and Rotter. Thirty 
of the patients died from the effects of the operation at periods 
varying from a few hours to eight weeks. Of the remaining 
twenty there were two in whom the operation was not completed. 
In four cases the further history was not known except for a 
very short period after the operation. "In ten cases there was 
recun-ence, which was either fatal or promised rapidly to be so. 
Only in four instances was a favourable I'esult obtained." Two 
of these patients died of disease of the lungs one year and two and 
a quarter years after the operation. One patient was known to 
be alive and well eleven months afterwards. The remaining 
patient was reported to be quite well nearly four years after the 
operation, but he too is now known to have died of i-ecurrence 
not long after the date of this report. So that of the whole 
number there is not one that can be said to have been satis- 
factorily cui-ed by the operation. 

Statistical information as regards the removal of innocent 
goitre has within the last few years accunmlated rapidly and 
has shown a marked improvement in this branch of surgery. 
The gross mortality after partial extirpation (not enucleation^ 
of the thyroid for all kinds of innocent goitre, except the 
exophthalmic variety, is 3^ per cent., according to the 
most recent statistics of Reverdin (October 1898). This 
estimate iw obtained from an analysis of 1212 cases repoi-ted to 
him by a large number of surgeons. 

Similarly satisfactory improvement cannot however be 
claimed for the removal of malignant thyroid tumours. Some 
improvement has, however, taken place in the direction 
of earlier diagnosis and a lessened mortality from the operation 
itself. 
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Accurate Btatistical information with regard to the removai of 
malignant thyroid tumours is not easily obtained. Most of the 
operators who have published long series of operations for 
goitre have omitted from their statistics all the malignant 
cases. 

In a few instances, however, a series of consecutive cases has 
been published and these afTord us valuable information. Such 
are the series published by Sulzer from the Canton Hospital at 
Miinsterlingen (seven cases), by Bergeat from the Tiibingen 
Clinic (six cases), by Hochgesand from the Heidelberg Clinic 
(Kve cases), and the latest series, published by Kocher and his 
assistants, from the Berne Clinic (eighteen cases). Besides these 
I have collected from various sources thirteen isolated cases 
published by various authors,* since 1887. With the possible 
exception of some of the operations mentioned by Sulzer, the 
exact dates of many of which I do not know, all these operations 
have been performed since 1884. Many of them, including all 
of Kocher's series, are quite recent, having been performed 
within the last few years. Five of Hochgesand's cases I have 
excluded from my statistics because they were perfomied before 
1884 and have already been included in Bmun's statistics above 
mentioned. I have also excluded cases of papilliferous cyst, on 
account of its low degree of malignancy. The thirteen isolated 
cases include only those in which there was clear mici'oscopical 
or other pi-oof of malignancy. 

Of the total number of forty-nine cases, there were seventeen 
in which death occun-ed as the result of the operation itself. 
This gives us a mortality of thirty-four per cent., a distinct 
improvement upon the sixty per cent, of the earlier series. 
Kocher's figures alone, which show six deaths among eighteen 
patients, indicate a great improvement upon the results of his 
earlier operations. They may be taken as representing, the best 
results that can be obtained at the present day when the opera- 
tion is undertaken by a surgeon who is especially experienced in 
this branch of surgery and who does not refuse to operate upon 
tumours that have already gone beyond the limits of the gland 
itself. It is the presence of severe complications that makes the 
Battle, Lentz, Allen 
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operation so fatal in itself and which causes its mortality to be 
so very much greater than that of operations for innocent goitre, 
Kocher's own remarks upon this subject are well worth quoting. 
Speaking in 1898 of the relatively high mortality in his series of 
eighteen cases, he says : 

"Jt is not the goitre operation in itself which leads to the fatal 
result, hut the severe complications which the resection of neigh- 
bouring structures brings with it. In moat tases it is necessary in 
removing a malignant goitre to excise at the same time portions of 
the trachea or cESophagus, or even the whole of these structures as 
far as they lie in the neck. Quite common in these operations are 
resections of the great vessels of the neck, most often the internal 
jugular vein, occasionally also the carotid. Important nerves too, 
such as the vagus and sympathetic, must in many cases be wounded 
or resected. When these severe complications are taken into 
account, the healing of the wound in two-thirds of all eases of 
malignant goitre may be considered to be a comparatively favourable 
result, since the end of such patients, if they do not undergo any 
operation, is usually preceded hy great suffering and distress, 
either from dysphagia or extreme dyspna-a. It is to be wished 
that every doctor could be brought face to face with such patients 
in the later stages of their malady, so that he might thoroughly 
appreciate the necessity of an early diagnosis and timely operative 
interference. . , . Kvery goitre in an adult, and especially in an 
elderly person, that enlarges without obvious cause, should raise a 
suspicion of malignancy, even though it cause no pain or other 
trouble ; and if at the same time the goitre becomes harder and 
irregular, and symptoms of increasing distress set in, then the 
diagnosis becomes almost certain." 

We may turn now to the ultimate results of the operation. 
Fi-om the thirty-two patients that recovered from the ojieration 
we must unfortunately deduct twelve cases of Kocher's, sirce 
with regard to them no information has yet, so far as I can 
learn, been published. We must also deduct sis other cases of 
which there was no history for more than, at most, foiu" 
months. 

We are left therefore with the comparatively small number of 
fourteen cases ; of these no less than eleven either died within a 
year or were known to have recurrence. Three only were 
known to have sm-vived and to be free from recurrence for a 



I .;, Google 



MALIGNANT DISEASE AND ITS TREATMENT. 219 

period of three years and two months, two years and seven 
months and eight months respectively — truly, not a very 
encouraging); list. 

The three cases were : 

(1) A man from whom in May 1889 the left lobe of the thyroid 
was extirpated on account of round-celled sarcoma. When 
examined in July 1892, this patient showed no signs whatever 
of recurrence and appeared to he in fairly good health, although 
suffering to some extent from thyroidal atrophy, symptoms of 
which had indeed been present before the operation. (Sulzer.) 

(2) A boy aged 10 in whom a "hyperplastic " goitre was supposed 
to have become sarcomatous ; there was slight dyspncea. In July 
1885, the tumour, which contained numerous cysts with hiemor- 
rhagic contents (surely an unusual form of malignant disease !), was 
removed by what seems to have been an atypical enucleation 
operation. In February 1888, there was no recurrence and he 
seems to have been quite well, (Hochgesand.) 

(3) A woman aged 54> with a left-sided " malignant " goitre 
as large as a fist. There was much dyspncea and dysphagia. In 
June 1887 the tumour was extirpated, the (esophagus being opened 
in the course of the operation. Five weeks Inter oesophago- 
tomy was successfully performed for the closure of the fistulous 
opening that was present. The patient made a good recovery, 
and in February 1888 was reported to be in good health. (Hoch- 
gesand.) 

In neither of the two last cases is it stated that any micro- 
scopical examination of the tumour was made. 

The results of the operations in the two series of cases, 
those collected by Hotter and by myself, are shown in the 
following tabular form. The two cases in which the opera- 
tion was not completed have been omitted from Rotter's series 
of fifty cases, and the whole of Kocher's cases from the second 
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The statistics given above show clearly that in the vast majority 
of cases the operation as usually performed does not result in a 
cure. It is much to be regretted that we have at present no 
reliable statistical information as to the results of operations 
undei'taken in the early stages only, that is before the penetra- 
tion of the capsule has occurred. 

These are the cases in which we might reasonably hope that 
the operation would be of much benefit to the patient. 

Cases in which a long period of immunity has followed an 
opei-ation undertaken at this early stage are occasionally seen. 

In the Philadelphia Annalu of Surgery {1893, p. 554) is an 
ai'count of a discussion which took place at the New York 
Suigjcal Society in May of that year on a case of malignant 
goitre. Dr. F. Kammerer was reported to have then said that 
" of seveml total extirpations for malignant disease he recalled 
two in which the growth had not perforated the capsule. One 
was a very large cancerous thyroid and there was no recurrence 
after extirpation for four years, when recun-ence did take place, 
and it ran a rapid and fatal course. In another case in which 
the diagnosis was established without doubt, the patient is still 
living without any recurrence seven or eight yeai-s after total 
extirpation." 

These remarks, if confirmed, seemed to me to be of such 
importance that I wrote to Dr. Kammerer asking for further 
information witli which he very kindly supplied me. It 
Ap[>eai'eil, then, that the first case wa^ one of Maas's, already men- 
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tioned amaiig Rotter's caaes. It is sad to think that the best 
case of all in this series should eventually have died of recurrence. 
It is some satisfaction, however, to know that a patient can live 
without recurrence for as much as four years after the removal 
of a goiti-e, the malignant nature of which is established without 
doubt. 

The other case that Kammerer had seen is still more impor- 
tant, as it shows that a patient may survive the operation for a 
period of not less than eleven years. It is that of a gentleman 
operated on by Kocher in or before the year 188d. The exact 
date of the operation I have unfortunately not succeeded in 
obtaining, but it appears to be quite certain that it was not later 
than 1885, and was probably somewhat eai'lier. In 1893 this 
patient was operated upon for the first recurrence by Dr. Lange 
of New York, under whose care he remained during the next 
three yeai-s. Tracheotomy was eventually performed and a long 
canula inserted. Extensive recurrences took place and the 
patient died in August 1896, having survived the first operation 
tor a period of at least eleven years. Dr. Kammei'er tells me 
that Kocher had stated that the tumour removed at the first 
operation was malignant. With regard to the nature of the 
recun-ent tumour I have a i-eport ^m Dr. Schwyzer, pathologist 
to the German Hospital, New York, who made the post-mortem 
examination, and who states that the tumour was a " tubular 
carcinoma with much interstitial connective tissue." 

The tumours known under the names of papillifei'ous cyst and 
papilliferous cystic adenoma form a class of malignant tumours 
that stand somewhat apart from the ordinary carcinoma and 
sarcoma. They are much less malignant. They grow slowly and 
exhibit much less tendency either to infiltrate locally or to dis- 
seminate. In these respects they are analogous to the papilliferous 
cystoma of the ovary, which they closely resemble. The patients 
are much less liable to speedy recurrence after operation. In 
Barker's case, already mentioned, the tumour had been growing 
for eight years before the first operation was performed. Death 
did not occur till ten years later still. Berger records the case 
of a woman aged twenty-six in whom a large tumour of this 
nature had been growing for six years. It was then removed 
with some difficulty owing to its intimate adhesions with the 
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internal jugulav vein ; eight months later this patient was well 
and had had no recuirence, Wolfler cites from Billroth's 
practice the ca'*e of a woman aged twenty-three in whom the 
tumour at the time of operation occupied a large part of the 
neck. It had been growing for one year. Two yeai-s after the 
operation no recurrence had taken place. 

FaUiatiTe Treatment. — Although radical and curative treat- 
ment of malignant disease of the thyroid is in most cases im- 
practicable, yet something can be done for these unfortunate 
patients by palliative treatment. 

A partial removal of the disease will occasionally afford relief 
for a time, especially from the dyspnnea. As the operation is 
intended only to relieve symptoms, it should not be done until 
these symptoms are already sufficiently severe to cause consider- 
able distress. Partial and incomplete removal of the disease 
does nothing to check the progress of the disease itself and, if 
undertaken too soon, may easily make the patient worse than 
before. It should seldom be performed unless there is a reason- 
able prospect that the external wound will heal. It is chiefly 
useful when a mass of growth is pressing injuriously upon the 
trachea. Any incision into the growth is apt to lead to funga- 
tion into the wound, and if the latter become septic, a contin- 
gency often difficult to avoid, the operation may do more harm 
than good. 

The following case is one in which a partial extirpation 
afforded considerable temporary relief. 

Mrs. Fanny M- — — , let. 50, was admitted into the Royal Free 
Hospital under my care on July 7, 1900, sutTeriiig from dyspnoea, 
dysphagia, and a tumour of the thyroid gland. 

In September 1899 she harl first noticed a swellmg of the neck. 
This gradually increased in size and caused her a good deal of jiain 
in the shoulder and neck. In February 1900 she was admitted to 
King's College Hospital, and on March 1 underwent there an 
operation for tlie removal of the tumour. At this time the tumour 
was hard and irregular and involved both lobes of the gland. It 
moved with the larynx on deglutition. The growth was found to 
be a sarcoma. The wound healed quickly, the patient soon left 
the hospital and was much relieved by the operation. A week 
or two later recurrence was noticed in the neighbourhood of 
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the scar. For three months, however, she remained fairly well. 
Towards the middle of June dyspnoea and dysphagia again became 
very troublesome, and for these symptoms she came under my care. 
At this time the thyroid gland was found to he much enlarged, 
each lobe being as large as a goose's egg. It was very hanl and 
much fixed. The tumour was very deeply seated, lying largely 
behind the sternum. There was great dyspntxa with much stridor, 
and the patient was in great distress. The vocal cords however 
were still unaffected. On July 14, a palliative operation was 
undertaken with the view of removing that portion of the tumour 
that lay behind the sternum, and that was evidently pressing 
seriously upon the trachea. No hope was held out of performing a 
complete removal of the disease. A mass of growth as large as an 
apple and weighing four ounces was removed from the root of the 
neck and superior mediastinum. The operation presented no 
special difficulty and bleeding was not encessive. The trachea 
was found to be greatly compressed hut not actually infiltrated. 
The growth on the left side was extensively adherent to the 
internal jugular vein, pharynx and oesophagus, and no attempt was 
made to remove this portion of it. As before, the wound healed 
by first intention, and on July 25, the patient returned to her 
home in the country, breathing freely and much relieved. In 
September the patient came up to see me again. She was 
breathing comfortably and her general condition was fairly good. 
She could swallow liquids without trouble, but not solids. Two 
months later however very severe attacks of dyspncea occurred and 
she was re-admitted much exhausted from dyspncea, pain and 
recurrence of growth. Tracheotomy was performed in November, 
a Koenig's canula being inserted. This gave her temporary relief. 
On November 12, IflOO she died rather suddenly, apparently from 
exhaustion from the disease and without having had any rettim of 
dyspnoea. 

The post-mortem examination showed very extensive disease of 
both lobes. The growth extended downwards to the first ribs and 
apices of the lungs. Behind the trachea it formed a firm dense plate 
more than an inch thick, completely surrounding the oesophagus. 
(See Fig. 78, p. 20.S, and case 1 1 3, p. 352.) There were no secondary 
growths. Microscopical examination showed spindle-celled sarcoma. 

A simple incision down to or into a goitre that is the seat of 
iiTemovable malignant disease will occasionally relieve the 
dyspncea. This is effected doubtless by causing shrinking of 
the non-malignant portions of the goitre. This operation has 
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been practised for malignant disease more often in Fi-ance than 
elsewhere.' Mr. George Turner has recorded an interestinj^ 
case in which he had to perform tracheotomy for a malignant 
g(>itre. The operation caused almost complete disappearance 
of all swelling in the neck. So remarkable was this disappear- 
ance that the correctness of the diagnosis was questioned. But 
a subsequent recuiTence of the growth placed its malignant 
nature beyond dispute. f 

Tracheotomy often affords the only means open to us of 
alleviating the dyspnoea from which these unfortunate patients 
suifer. As a rule it should be performed only when the dyspncea 
has become a source of considerable distress to the patient. 
Occasionally it may be pei-formed early,' if there are any indica- 
tions that cedema of the glottis is likely to supervene. It 
should be remembered that this complication may occur without 
much warning and may rapidly prove fatal if not relieved by a 
timely tracheotomy. 

The difficulties of a tracheotomy may be considerable. If 
the growth is not large and does not displace or cover up the 
trachea, then the operation is generally easy to perform. The 
close proximity of the growth however is apt to cause enlarge- 
ments of the veins of the neck and this may render the operation 
difficult. The trachea may be so much displaced that the 
incision has to be made far away fi-om the middle line. Thus 
in the case depicted in Fig. 77 I had to make the skin incision 
nearly an inch and a half to the right of the middle line. In 
another case in which, some years ago, I helped my friend Mr. 
Stanley Boyd at a ti-acheotomy for a sarcoma of the thyi-oid, 
the incision had to be made equally far out on the left side of 
the neck. 

It should be borne in mind that when the trachea is much 
displaced its relation to the carotid becomes seriously altered. 
In both these cases the trachea had been pushed outwards under 
the carotid artery. The tracheotomy was done just below the 
cricoid. Had it been done lower down the carotid would have 
been encountered, since it was found, when the patients eventually 
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died, that it lay directly in front of the trachea, more than an 
inch ahove the stemuni. 

Frequently the ti-acheotomy has to be done directly through 
the growth if the latter covers the front of the trachea ; or, as 
in a recent case of my own, it may be necessary to remove some 
portion of the growth 
in order to reach the 
trachea. Sometimes the I 
tracheotomy can be done 
above the growth, rarely 
is it possible to do it below the tumour. 

The difficulty of finding the trachea, 
imbedded as it may be in a mass of hard 
growth and much distorted and flattened, 
is often very great. An ordinary trache- 
otomy tube is frequently not long enough 
to reach the trachea or to pass beyond 
the lowest point of constriction. The 
long flexible silver tube of Koenig J have 
fotmd useful in such cases (see Fig. 85). 
If this is not at hand a flexible catheter 
may be used as a substitute. 

Tracheotomy does not usually prolong 
the patient's life for more than a few 
weeks at most, but it may add consider- 
ably to his comfort. If the growth has 
been incised, as it probably has been in 
the performance of the operation, then 
septic changes are apt to occur sooner or 
later in the tumour. Bronchitis, pneu- 
monia or other septic pulmonai-y troubles i™'h«owmy'"tnh^"^for'ta^ 
are frequently theimmediatecause of death, ciieowin j in cuseB ot aaug- 

In the case of some slow-growing malig- ^^„™up„^'^h« tr^"™ 
nant tumours the duration of life after the 

tracheotomy may he much longer, especially if it has been 
possible to avoid cutting into the growth itself. Sir Felix Semon 
ias recorded a very remarkable case of a lady aged 52, upon whom 
he performed a low tracheotomy a few weeks after the first symp- 
toms of the disease had been noticed. She survived the operation 
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more than two years. In this case, however, the amount of dysp- 
noea at the time of operation does not seem to have heen veiy 
great. The case was in other respects, too, a very unusual one.* 
If dysphagia be a marked symptom, as it often is, special 
means may have to be taken to feed the patient. This is best 
effected by means of an cesophageal tube. Gasti'ostomy even 
has heen performed in such a case. 

Finally, morphia and other sedatives may have to be ad- 
ministered freely in the later stages of this most distressing and 
painful disease. 

Conclusions. — The operation for removal of the ordinary forms 
of malignant disease of the thyroid gland, unless performed at a 
very early stage of the disease, is attended by a high mortality 
from the operation itself. 

The danger lies chiefly in the involvement of important 
neighbouring structures, portions of which must often be cut 
away if the primary disease is to he thoroughly removed. 

The diagnosis of the earlier stages of the disease is not easy 
and it is especially difficult to say with cei-tainty that the trachea 
and pharynx are not already involved. 

If the disease has not already penetrated the glandular 
capsule, the operation is not particularly difficult or dangerous, 
if the dissection is performed carefully and with due regard to 
the anatomical relations of the parts. 

Recurrence after operation is usually local and due to in- 
complete removal of the primary disease. 

In the later stages of the disease secondary deposits are likely 
to be found in the lungs and bones. 

There are certain forms of slow growing malignant disease 
such as the papilliferous cyst, in which the tendency to local 
and general malignancy is but slight and in which treatment by 
operation affords satisfactory results, even when the tumour has 
attained a very large size. 

In the majority of cases of malignant disease of the thyroid, 
the only treatment that can be adopted is but palliative, and 
consists chiefly in relieving the patient from dyspnoea, dysphagia 
and pain. 

* '' A Case of Malignant Disease of the Thyroid Gland with must uiiubiihI 
toviree,'- Med. Chir. Tmtu., 1892-3, liivi. p. 375. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

TREATMENT OF INNOCpNT GOITRE— NON-OPERATIVE. 

Qeneral — Removal of cause— Medicinal— Iodine — Thyroid extract 
^Other drugs — Cases switnble for — IiOOftl — External applications — 
Indian method. 

The iion-opeiative measures that may be adopted for the 
treatment of innocent goitre may be classified as follows : — 
(1) Qeaeral; (2) Medicinal; (S) Local. 

(1) Goneral.^It is obvious that if the cause of goitre be 
known, the patient should, as far as possible, be i-emoved from 
its influence. This is especially important in the early stages of 
the parenchymatous form. Tumours of the gland, such as cysts 
or adenomata, although they may have originated in a gland 
that was the seat of parenchymatous enlargement, are not likely 
to be influenced in their course by the removal of the original 
cause. Goiti'es in which other secondary changes, such as 
fibrosis and calcification, have occurred, are naturally not amen- 
able to any such treatment. 

But in the case of early parenchymatous goitres, care should 
be taken to remove, if possible, the cause of the disease. If the 
patient be living in a district where goitre abounds, it is well 
that he should, if possible, remove to a district where the disease 
is not prevalent.* When such removal is not convenient or 
possible, as is generally the case, then pai-ticular attention should 
be paid to the drinking-water, since this is, in the gi-eat majority 
of cases, the cause of the affection. So long as we are ignorant 
of the exact nature of the poison that produces goitre, it is 
difficult to say definitely how the drinking-water should be 

* I have known several iniitiinces in whieh young girls had been sent to 
nchool in a goitrous district and hud there developed the disease. Upon Icarins 
tlie district the goitre disappeared spuiitaneouHly. 
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treated, in order to render it innocuous from this point of view. 
It is well in most instances, however, to recommend that water 
suspected of being the cause of goitre should not be drunk 
without previous filtration and boiling,* 

As a general nile it may be stated that the younger the 
patient and the smaller the goitre, the more likely is a cure to 
be affected by such measures as removal from the alfected 
district or by alteration of the drinking-water. 

(2) Medicinal. — Numei-ous medicinal remedies have been 
employed for the treatment of gottre. By far the most im- 
poiiiint are iodine and its vaiious preparations, and thyroid 
extract, thyroidin, and the other preparations of the thyroid 
gland itself. For parenchymatous goitre I usually recommend 
about five minims of the tincture of iodine together with four 
or five grains of iodide of potassium, the doses being gradually 
increased until the patient is taking thi'ee or four times as much. 
For the iodine treatment to be efficacious, it is desirable that the 
drug be administered in sufficiently large doses. Care should 
be taken, however, to diminish or stop the administration if 
symptoms of iodism are produced or if the digestion be upset. 
If iodine in full doses does not pi-oduce a marked diminution in 
the size of the goitre in the course of two or three weeks, it is 
not likely that it will be of much use. 

The preparations of thyroid gland are also extremely useful 
in the treatment of parenchymatous goitre. I have sometimes 
found thyroid extract useful in cases that have not yielded to 
iodine and vke versa. As thyroid extract is a potent and sometimes 
even dangerous drug, it is well to be cautious in its adminis- 
tration and to begin with small dose.s. 

Arsenic, mercury, strychnia, and various other dnJgs have been 
recommended, and have sometimes appeared to me to be of use. 
Medicinal treatment is most efficacious in the case of general 
enlargement of the gland, that is, of parenchymatous goitre. 
Upon encapsuled adenomata it has little or no influence, and for 
cysts it is equally useless. Many cases, however, of parenchy- 
matous goitre do not yield at all to medicinal treatment. 

The following case may be cited as an illustration of the use 
of iodine and thyroid extract in parenchymatous goitre : — 
• Mei: LiistLg iind Carle's esperiiiiente, pp. 68, 6S. 
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Alfred A , ret. 17, came under my care at St. Bartholomew's 

Hospital in January 1900, on account of dyspncea and enlargement 
of the thyroid gland. The thyroid swelling had been first noticed 
eighteen months previously and had been gradually increasing in 
size. It had caused difliculty in breathing, especially at night and 
on exertion. 

The patient was a deaf mute, somewhat mentally deficient, but 
not showing any signs of cretinism. He was found to have a large 
bilateral, nearly symmetrical, goitre. Each lateral lobe was as big 
as a goose's egg ; the right was slightly larger than the left. The 
gland was moderately firm, slightly nodular, and moved freely with 
the larynx. There was a moderate amount of tracheal stridor. 

The diagnosis was parenchymatous goitre, with perhaps a few 
adenomata deeply buried in it. 

Tr. lodi m_v. and Pot. lod. gr.iv. were given three times a day 
with a tabloid of thyroid extract (gr.J) every other day. The dose 
of each drug was increased every week. This treatment was begun 
early in January. By the end of the month the goitre had 
diminished to half its original size and was much softer. All 
dyspncea had disappeared. The administration of thyroid extract 
was now discontinued and the doses of the other drugs increased 
to n\^xii. of Tr. lodi and gr.xi. of Potassium Iodide. By the end 
of February the general swelling of the gland had almost dis- 
appeared, but at the lower part of the right lobe a rounded iirm 
tumour as large as a marble could be felt very easily. This was 
evidently a cyst or an adenoma. As it caused no trouble no further 
treatment seemed necessary. 

(3) Local. — A common and often useful method of treating 
pai-enchymatous goitre consists in painting the neck with tinc- 
ture or liniment of iodine, or in rubbing the swelling with 
ointments of iodine or mercui'y. 

It is possible that the mechanical pressure may also do some 
good by favouring the absorption of the accumulated colloid. 
Violent rubbing should, however, be avoided, as it is apt to 
damage the softened gland and to lead to extrava-sation of blood 
within its substance. 

I have occasionally endeavoured to diminish the size of a soft 
parenchymatous goitre by continuous gentle pressure applied by 
means of a broad elastic band, but without very satisfactory 
results. 

The Indian method consists in smearing the goitre thickly 
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with biniodide of mercury ointment and then exposing the 
patienfs neck to the rays of a hot sun. The treatntent is said to 
be very successful in India, but in this country, where the rays of 
the sun are less powerful, the beneficial effects are not so marked. 
I have been informed by surgeons who have employed this 
method in India that the patients are exposed to the sun fur an 
hour or more, and that the ointment has to be well i*ubbed into 
the neck. The result is that the neck is terribly blistered, but 
the goitre is frequently cured. 

I have tried to imitate this Indian process by making the 
patient sit for an hour oi- more at a time with the face covered 
and the neck exposed before a very hot fire. But I cannot say 
that I have met with much success. 
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CHAPTER XV^ 

TREATMENT BY TAPPING— INJECTION— INCISION— 

SETON— LIGATURE OF THYROID ARTERIES— 

EXOTHYROPEXY. 

Tapping; For cystic (coitre — OccHsiouallj- cures — Kisks of — HiCKHir- 
rhage. Injootloii: Of pui'enchjiuatous goitre— Directions— Risks — 
Fatal cases — Of cystic goitre — Directions — Risks — Results. iDOislDn ; 
Karelj desirable— Cases suitable for. Beton: Dangers of. Iiigfl- 
ture of thyroid arteries ; Historieul — Recent revival — Methods 
of operating. Exothyropexj : Historical— Objects of — Objections 
— Methods of operating — Results — Complications — Mortality. 

Tapping:. — Like most other cystic tumours, those of the 
thjToid are frequently submitted to the operation of simple 
tapping with a trocar and canula. The object of this proceed- 
ing is, of course, to empty the cyst, and so to cause its collapse 
and cure. In many cases this result does really take place, and 
the cure may be permanent. Not uncommonly, however, a 
much less favourable result ensues. The cyst rapidly fills again, 
this time usually with blood, and the patient's condition may be 
worse than it was before, especially if the cyst be large. This 
remarkable tendency to intra-cystic hasmorrhage on the part of 
thyroid cysts has ali-eady been mentioned in the chapter on 
cystic disease, and several cases have there been related in which 
serious and even fatal results have followed a simple tapping. 
The occurrence of serious harm may to some extent be obviated 
by keeping up a certain amonut of gentle pressure upon the 
cyst during and after the tapping, so as to prevent the sudden 
diminution of intra-cystic tension. It must be borne in mind, 
however, that it is often difficult to apply satisfactory pressure 
to the soft yielding stnictures of the neck. 

For single cysts of small size in which the walls appear to be 
thin, the operation of tapping may be occasionally performed; but 
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if the cyst be multilocular, or if it have thick unviclding wails 
which cannot collapse, or if the contents be solid, then tapping 
should not be attempted, as it is almost certain to fail. 

It is occasionally advisable to tap a thyroid tumour for 
diagnostic purposes, to see. whether the contents be cystic or 
solid. 

For parenchymatous goitres, where no cysts of large size are 
present, a simple tapping is naturally of no use, since the viscid 
contents of the minute intercommunicating vesicles drain away 
very slowly. If, however, the canula be left in situ for several 
days after the operation, a considerable decrease in the size of 
the goiti-e may occasionally be observed. But thi^ proceeding 
is obviously not without danger, as it is likely to set up suppura- 
tion. It should not be attempted without due consideration of 
its risks. 

In any case in which tapping is performed the strictest 
attention should be paid to asepsis. 

Tapping of a goitre of any kind is a proceeding which, in my 
opinion, should rarely, if ever, be adopted. 

Injection. — The object which is aimed at in the injection 
of a goitre is to cause sufficient inflammation to obliterate some 
of the minute vesicles of a parenchymatous goitre or the larger 
cysts of a cystic goitre. Possibly, also, there is some direct 
solvent action upon the. colloid contents of the vesicles, which 
may promote absorption. 

It is obvious, therefore, that parenchymatous and cystic 
goitres are more amenable to treatment by injection than 
are the harder and more solid forms. It has often been stated 
that " fibrous " goitres can be treated with advantage by injec- 
tion, but it may reasonably be doubted whether this is really 
the case. Truly fibrous goitres are by no means so common as 
is generally supposed. 

Many of the very hard goitres which I have often seen 
diagnosed as fibrous goitres proved eventually to be parenchy- 
matous or cystic -parenchymatous. The hardness in such cases 
is due to the tension of the fluid within the small vesicles, or 
to the solidification of the contents themselves. This is probably 
the true explanation of the benefit that has been supposed to 
result from injecting so-called fibrous goitres. 

,,,.f:ibyGoOgle 
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The ^materials that have been used for injection are numerous. 
The one which occupies the foremost rank is undoubtedly iodine. 
This may be used either in the form of simple tincture or in 
combination with other drugs. 

Arsenical solutions, perchloride of iron, ergot, osmic acid, and 
iodoform have all been recommended, but probably not one of 
them is superior to iodine. 

Method of performing' Injection in Cases of Far- 
enchymatous Goitre. — The best directions that I have seen 
for the performance of the injection of iodine into parenchy- 
matous goitres are those given by Sir Felix Semon, who has 
written as follows : 

1. Select suitable cases only, i.e., case^ in which the gland sub- 
stance is so thick that one may be fairly certain that the injection 
can be made into the parenchyma proper and in which, on the 
other hand, the interstitial fibroid change has not progressed too far. 

2. Inject every third day into the gland substance proper a 
quantity from twenty to thirty drops of an alcoholic iodine solution 
(one part of iodine in twelve parts of absolute alcohol) with a well- 
made and well-cleaned hypodermic and screw syringe. 

3. Vary as much as possible the place of injection and never 
inject into the same neighbourhood on two consecutive occasions. 

4. Avoid wounding superficial veins and injecting air. A piece 
of tape may be tied round the neck below the tumour so as to com- 
press the superficial veins. 

5. Neither insert the point of the needle too timidly, when the 
injection fluid will very likely pass into the cellular tissue, suppura- 
tion resulting ; nor too violently, when it may completely perforate 
the gland and the injected fluid may be thrown into other impor- 
tant tissues. It is a good plan to let the patient swallow when 
the needle has been inserted, before the injection is proceeded 
with, the body of the syringe being held quite loosely in the 
operator's hand ; if the point of the needle is in the gland substance 
the foremost point of the syringe will rise with the rising gland ; if it 
be in front of the gland no movement will ensue; if it have per- 
forated the gland the hindermost part of the syringe will chiefly rise. 

6. Never inject in such a direction that the point of the needle 
points directly towards the trachea or towards the great vessels and 
nerves of the neck. 

7. Inject very slowly and watch especially the effect of the 
injection of the first few drops. Select the place of injection care- 
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fully beforehand by palpation and steady the tumour with the left 
hand whilst making the injection. Previous freesdng of the surface 
with anssthetic ether* round the point selected for injection may 
be resorted to, but is not necessary. 

That the directions given above are excellent, there can, I 
think, be little doubt ; and any one who is about to treat a 
goitre by injection of iodine cannot do better than follow 
them. 

I'bere can also be but little doubt that in a lai^e number of 
cases, a successful i-esult ensues, at any rate, for a time. There 
is, however, equally little doubt that very often the treatment 
is unsuccessful. A considerable number of cases have been 
recorded in which various complications, including death itself, 
have foUowetl the operation. 

The injection may, and in most cases probably does, at 
first produce increased swelling of the gland. This may cause 
dyspnosa or aggravate that which is already present. The injec- 
tion may cause suppuration, which in its turn may lead to death. 

Obalinski relates the case of a man who had a large goitre ; a 
single injection of iodine caused suppui-ation, together with 
such increase in the size of the tumour that it was deemed 
necessary to remove part of it. The man died of pyaemia on 
the tenth day. 

Liebrecht relates a case which occurred in the pi-actice of 
Dr. Albert of Innsbriick ; injections of iodine into the goitre 
led to suppuration and other severe symptoms ; the tumour was 
removed hut the patient succumbed. 

Instances such as the above are numerous, and, were it 
necessary, many more might be cited here. 

In the above cases the evil results were due to inflammation 
and suppuration occurring in the neck. 

A considerable number of cases have, however, been i-ecorded 
in which death ensued much more speedily, before suppuration 
had had time to manifest itself. 

Dr. Rose,+ formerly of Ziirich, says that he himself knows of 

* This wns wTit(«ii before the introduction of cocaine and euciune M local 
iinaeathetics ; nt tlie present day these would be preferred, 
t " Der Kropflod und die Radicalour der Kr5pfe," Areliir f. tllit. CTir. 
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not less than six cases in which sui^eons have lost healthy 

patients from injection of iodine into a goitre, death occurhng 

either upon the operating table or within a few hours of the 

injection. 

. Dr. Johannes Seitz,* in a monograph upon death from goitre, 

mentions the following cases : 

The first is that of a woman under the care of Dr. Schwalbe ; the 
injection of ten drops of tincture of iodine into a small goitre caused 
after a few minutes numbness and then paralysis of the left arm 
and leg, partial loss of speech, slight facial paralysis, general convul- 
sions and death at the end of twenty hours. No post-mortem 
examination was made. After this case Dr. Schwalbe gave up the 
use of iodine injections and employed alcohol instead. 

The next case is that of a young woman into whose goitre iodine 
had many times been injected ; after the last injection she took 
violent exercise for some hours ; the tumour then began to cause 
great pain ; the goitre became greatly swollen, and in three days 
the patient was dead. 

The third ease occurred in the practice of Dr, K. St——. The 
patient was a woman of 27, the goitre was as large as a small ap])lej 
moderately hard, and affecting the right lobe of the gland. A 
common Pravaz syringe of small size was three-quarters filled with 
tincture of iodine, and the injection made in the ordinary manner. 
Ininiediately after the injection the patient complained of jmin in the 
right eye. She then began to sway about in her chair,and quickly 
lost all power of speech. The right upper ,ind lower eyelids became 
(edematous, and the right eye apfieared to be pushed forwards. In 
the ripht half of the face appeared several blue spots, which 
increased in size until death occurred. In the first half-hour she 
was very restless, then became more quiet ; the breathing was quiet 
and regular, the pulse rather slow (48 to 50). The pupils were 
natural, and there was no facial paralysis. The patient remained in 
the above condition for about three hours ; then the pulse became 
much more rapid, and breathing became deeper and irregular 
Death occurred eight hours after the injection.t 

The post-mortem examination was unsatisfactory. In the vessels 
of the brain and its membranes no thrombosis or embolism was 

* '■ Der Kropftod diirth Stiiiiiiibiindlalimmi];." Langenbeek'a Aivliirf. llin. 
Vhh: xiii. 1. 

t Dr. K. St. alludes to anotlier case which appears tc have occurred at 

Berne and in which ajiullar symptomg otcuiTcd ; no parUcularn, however, are 
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found; on section the right side of the brain showed r 
bloody , points ; the choroid plexus was of a darker colour than 
natural. Several ounces of serous fluid were found in the pleural 
and pericardial cavities. The goitre was chiefly parenchymatous, 
but contained also a small cyst, of the size of a hazel nut, in the 
posterior wall of which was a large vein, into which it seemed 
possible that the iodine had been injected. Chemical examination 
of the contents of the cyst showed no iodine to be present 

In 1884, Dr. Kiieg* related to the Medical Society of 
Stuttgard, a case in which sudden death had followed the injec- 
tion of two drops of tincture of iodine into a goitre : 

The patient was a cretinous girl, aged fifteen. Dyspnoea had. 
been present for many years, but had increased considerably in the 
last fortnight. Two drops of tincture of iodine were injected into 
the middle of the goitre and the syringe withdrawn. In less than 
a minute the dyspnoea became much more severe, and the right 
side of the neck began to swell. The child became livid, lost con- 
sciousness, and in two minutes was dead. 

At the post-mortem examination it was found that the goitre 
consisted of a nodule as large as a hen's egg, involving the right 
lobe of the thyroid gland. The injection had been made quite 
correctly into the centre of it. The small wound made by the 
syringe had led, however, to considerable hteraorrhage into the 
tissues between the tumour and its capsule. The ejitravasated 
blood, pressing upon the already much narrowed trachea, and upon 
other surrounding structures, had been sufficient to cause death. 
The trachea opposite its second, third and fourth rings was so 
narrow that its walls were almost in contact. It was found, however, 
that this extreme narrowing was due, not merely to the pressure of 
the goitre, but also to the presence of a firm papillomatous fibrous 
tumour, which grew from the left wall of the trachea and filled up 
more than half its lumen. 

These cases show pretty clearly that injection of iodine into 
a parenchymatous or adenomatous goitre, is an operation by no 
means devoid of danger, even when performed carefully, and 
when only a small quantity of fluid is injected, as in Krieg's 
case. 

* " Plotnlicher Tod durch pareuchymatose laJKCtion von ludtinctur in i^iii^a 
flbrosenKropf." 3fe/i.-. Correipo-ad. Bl, d, W&rttemb, aer^ll. LaHdetrer.,StMtt- 
gnrd, 1884, liv. pp. 145-14!). 
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Professor v. Mosetig-Moorhof " advocates the injection of a 
solution of iodofomi for the treatment of soft parenchymatous 
goitres. Formerly he used tincture of iodine but this caused 
suppuration in one of his cases. He, therefore, gave up the use 
of it and used, instead, one of the following solutions : 

Iodoform .... 1 gramme \ fl gramme 

Ether . , !i grammes !■ or J 7 granunes 

Olive oil . . -9 grammes' 1.7 grammes. 

The solution should be freshly prepared, and is then of a light 
yellow colour and transparent. Un exposure to light It is apt 
to become brown from liberation of free iodine, and should not 
then be used. It should therefore be kept in the dark when 
not required for use. v. Mosetig-Moorhof injects one gramme 
(15 minims) or more at a time, and usually makes from five to 
ten injections in each case. The reaction after each injection is 
usually very slight and does not prevent the patients from 
following their ordinary occupations. 

He has performed, altogether, some 400 injections upon 
teventy-nine patients, and says that he has always succeeded in 
reducing the size of the swelling. He has never had any bad 
result He recommends this treatment only for soft parenchy- 
matous goiti-es, and not for the fibrous, cystic, or any other 
kind. 

Injection of Cystic GKiitre. — For the injection of cystic 
goitre, iodine has been largely employed. It is open to the 
same objections that have been mentioned in connection with 
the injection of parenchymatous goitre. The use of perchloride 
of iron, instead of iodine, has been recommended for cystic 
goitre, and is often employed. The chief advantage of employ- 
ing perchloride of iron is that haemorrhage is more i-eadily 
checked. ITie injection of perchloride of iron has been 
especially advocated in England by Sir Morell Mackenzie,^ and 
as his description of the method is the best with which I am 
acquainted, the directions that he gives may be quoted here : 

"The cyst is first punctured and emptied with a trocar at its 
most dependent part, a drachm or two of the solution of perchloride 

• Wieaer Med. Preite, 1890. xxxi. [i. 1. 

■j- Heath'3 " Diet, of Hurgei-y," Ait. Diseases of Tliyroid Gland. 
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of iron* is then injected, the canula with its plug and the iron 
solution being left in the cyst After twenty-four hours the plug 
is removed, and the contents of the cyst withdrawn. If the fluid 
be then found to contain much blood, or if it be thin and serous in 
appearance, a second injection must be made. In other words, 
while hemorrhage must be carefully prevented, a slight inflamma- 
tion of the lining membrane of the cyst is essential. One injection 
is generally sufficient, but if the first injection fluid be too quickly 
removed, the process may have to be repeated three or four times 
at intervals of two or three days. When reaction has taken place 
and the discharge is free from blood, the canula with its plug must 
still be kept in the cyst. Poultices of linseed meal should be kept 
constantly applied for three or four weeks, sometimes longer. 
When suppuration is well set up the plug may be removed ; the 
canula, however, being allowed to remain until the secretions 
become limited in amount and thin in consistence. When the cyst 
is very large it is best to try to reduce the quantity of fluid before 
injecting. This can often be done by drawing off a small amount, 
say two or three drachms, at intervals of a day or two on several 
occasions. No attempt must, however, be made to empty the sac 
entirely, for if this is done htemorrhage takes place from the lining 
membrane of the cyst into its cavity, which soon becomes full 
again. The duration of the treatment is from three weeks to four 
months, according to the size of the cyst, the usual time being six 
to eight weeks." 

Those who desire further information concerning the details 
of Mackenzie's method of treating thyroid cysts will do well to 
read a paper by Mr. Mark Hovell on the treatment of cystic 
goitre, f 

I have never employed this method myself, as I consider it to 
be too dangerous. Suppuration appears to be a necessary part 
of the curative process, and having been once started, may be 
very difficult to control. It is very apt to lead to death from 
septic absorption. The dangers of suppurating goitre ai«, 
however, too well known to require further comment. 

Although there can be no doubt that this method does, in 
many cases, effect a cure, yet there is equally little doubt that 
it often fails. Either the patient is left with a fistula or the 
tumour returns after a while. A more or less permanent fistula 
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is especially likely to be produced if the walls of the cyst be 
firm and unyielding. Of this I have seen several distressing 
examples. (Fig. 86.) 

Another objection to injecting encapsuled thyroid tumours is 
that if the injection 
fails to cure, and enu- 
cleation becomes neces- 
sary, the latter opera- 
tion may be rendered 
more difficult owing to 
the adhesions set up 
round the tumour. 
Some of the most 
troublesome enuclea- 
tions that I have had 
to perform have been 
in cases in which injec- 
tion had previously 
been performed. Never- 
theless, the method has 
its advantages. It is 
simple and requires no 
great knowledge of 
aseptic surgery for its 

performance. More- fiq, at.— a man lu whom » or«tio troitn hwi been 
over, if successful, the "p?^ '"" '""f"'^ »"" r«-" P«yio«.iy ,« 

scar that is left may aver ■Incc tlie opcnillon. (SPPii ftt SI, Bsrt. Ho«p. 

be much smaller than iuisse.) 

that produced by any cutting operation. 

At the present day this method of treating thyroid cysts is 
employed chiefly by those who are not familiar with the details 
of modem aseptic surgery, and upon those who, being exceed- 
ingly anxious to avoid a linear scar, are willing to incur a greater 
risk in order to attain this object. 

Incision. — Dii^ect incision of a goitre is a method employed 
chiefly in cases of cysts and is of very limited applicability. 
The practice of incising thyroid cysts, and stitching their cut 
edges to those of the skin, is one which has now been almost 
entirely superseded by the much safer and more rapid method 
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of enucleation. It is still, however, to be recomnientied for 
certain cases in which, from old or recent inflammation or other 
cause, the cyst is too adherent to surrounding parts to permit 
of enucleation. Some cases of suppurating goitre have to be 
treated, at any rate at first, by incision. Enucleation or extir- 
pation may have to be undertaken later. 

Incision of the isthmus as a means of treating parenchymatous 
goitre will be discussed separately in the next chapter. 

Setou. — A method of treatment of goitre formerly much in 
vogue, but now happily becoming obsolete, is that of the intro- 
duction of a setnn, A piece of silk or some similar material is 
passed right through the substance of the goitre and left in 3itu- 
for days or weeks. Usually the goitre shrinks in size and may 
become permanently cured. 

This method is obviously open to two serious objections. 

First, tbi're is considerable danger of transfixing some large 
vein and thus causing serious or fatal hEemorrhage. 

Secondly, there is very serious risk of setting up septic inflam- 
mation in the goitre, and in the cellular tissue of the neck, and 
this, in its turn, is very likely to lead to pytemia. 

A case, illustrating this latter danger, has been kindly com- 
municated to me by Di*. Bankart of Exeter i 

A young man had a goitre, probably parenchymatous in nature, 
into which a seton was inserted on account of the dyspnoea from 
which he was suffering. Suppuration in the neck and mediastinum 
quickly ensued ; necrosis of several rings of the trachea took place 
and the patient died. 

In the museum of the Koyal College of Surgeons is a speci- 
men • of a thyroid cyst some three inches in diameter. " A 
seton introduced through the cyst by the surgeon in attend- 
ance caused diffuse inflammation, resulting in the death of the 
patient.^ 

There is also a similar specimen in the museum of St, Greorge'a 
Hospital, t 

A seton is probably more eflicacious in the case of a cystic 
goiti-e than in that of a parenchymatous one. In the former 
case, the fluid would be drained away by the side of the seton. 

• No, 2WJ4. t No. 20a. 
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The method is, however, too dangei'ous to warrant its recom- 
mendation for any kind of goitre. 

Ligature of Thyroid ArterieB. — This operation has 
been recommended and pei-formed many times in the hope that 
by cutting off the blood supply to the goitre, its size might be 
diminished. 

The operation is bv no meaoN a new one. 

In 1814, Walther* of Landshut tied both superior thyroid 
arteries in a young man, the subject of dyspncea caused by 
goitre. 

Four years later, Mr. Coates of Salisbury tied the left 
superior thyroid in a similar case. In a case of Sir William 
Blizard's, the operation was followed by sloughing and death 
from secondai-y hfemorrhage. 

McWhinnie,f in his lectui-es upon goitre, delivei-ed at the 
Roval College of Surgeons, mentioned a c&sb in which Mr. Karle 
tied this artery, at St. Bai-tholomcw's Hospital. :J Giinther has, 
according to Liebrecht,i! collected twenty-one cases of ligature of 
the superior thyroid ai-tery for the cure of goitre. In two cases 
a cure is said to have been the result ; in fourteen there was 
some improvement ; in two there was none, and in three death 
ensued. All, or nearly all, the preceding cases, occurred befoi-e 
the days of antiseptic surgery. In all of them it was the thyroid 
artery alone that was tied, on one or on both sides of the 
body. 

For many years the operation was completely out of fashion, 
and was never performed. 

Of late years, however, it has been revived b)- Wiilfler and 
Billroth, who have i-ecommended that not only the superior but 
also the inferior thyroid arteries should be tied. By this means 
the blood supply to the gland is cut off far more effectually 
than by ligature of the superior arteries alone, which ai-e con- 
siderably smaller than the inferior. 

Ligature of the superior thyroid arteries was recommended 

* '■ NeuH Hyilait (lea Kropfes (luri;li die Unterbiiidiing der ubereii Selilii^;- 
adem," Sniiilmch, 1917, p. 2:1, quotud iu Ciwper'a Difil. of Surgery. 

t Lancet, 1861, ii. 30. 

t See al»o cases by Dowoea at the Kaslmiir Hoapital, Lanref, IWl^l, i. 4.'iS ; 
temporary benefit is aaid to have oecurred. 

II " De I'eicision d« goitre pureiiehyniateus," 1CM3, 170. 
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largely on the gi-ound that it is a simple operation and tolerably 
easy to perform. ITie same argument tan hardly be urged in 
favour of ligature of the inferior thyroid arteries. From their 
deep situation, lying as they do upon the vertebral column at 
the back of the goitre, and from their close proximity to the 
sympathetic nerve, it is evident that the operation of tying 
them is one of much difficulty ; in fact it may be more difficult 
than that of removal of the goitre. 

Valuable information upon the subject of simultaneous ligatui-e 
of both superior and inferior thyroid arteries, is to be found in 
two papei-s by Rydygier* of Cracow, He publishes sixteen 
cases in which he had performed the operation. In the first case, 
the two arteries were tied only on one side of the neck. In the 
others all four ai-teries were tied at one operation. He operated 
by Drobnik's method at the posterior border of the stemo- 
mastoid in all cases except the last two; in these he used a 
horizontal incision in order that the scar might be less visible. 
All the wounds, with one exception, were treated without 
drainage. ITie results were good in all cases except two. One 
of these was that in which the arteries of the right side only 
had been tied ; only slight diminution occun"cd in the size of 
the goitre, which was a parenchymatous one. The other case 
was one in which one lobe only of the gland diminished in size 
and it was then discovered that the opposite lobe contained a 
cyst. This was subsequently enucleated and the patient made 
a good recovery. In one case only did troublesome haemorrhage 
occur. In this case the right superior thyroid artery gave way 
while the ligature was being placed upon it. Violent haemor- 
rhage took place, and coidd be controlled only by leaving 
pressure forceps in the wound for more than a week. The 
patient eventually made a good recovery, and the goitre dimin- 
ished in size. In several cases there was a slight rise in tempera- 
ture (in one case up to 102^), but this quickly subsided. 

Rydygier discusses the question whether it is enough to tie 
the arteries on one side of the neck only, and expresses himself 
strongly in favour of simultaneous ligature of all four arteries. 

Whether the operation can lead to the subsequent occurrence 
of cachexia strumipriva is a point which seems doubtful. 
• Omfralblattf. Chii-., ISHlt, p. 241. 
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The cases that appeal' to be most suitable for ligature of the 
thyroid arteries are early cases of pai-enchymatous enlargement 
and cases of exophthalmic goitre. With regard to the former, 
however, it seems to be better to treat them by medical means 
or, if operation is demanded, to do some more radical operation 
such as unilateral- extirpation or i-esection, the results of which 
are extremely satisfactory. Ligature of the thyroid arteries for 
exophthalmic goitre has received the support of Kocher, who is, 
however, in favour of tying three only of the foui- arteries. 

It is obviously useless to treat cases of cystic, fibrous, or 
fibro-adenomatous goitre by ligature of the arteries. 

Ligature of the superior thsrroid artery is best per- 
formed through an incision along the anterior border of the 
stemo-mastoid opposite the great comu of the hyoid bone. 
The artery may be tied either near the tip of the great comu of 
the hyoid or at the inner edpe of the omo-byoid muscle. The 
latter method is said to be the better when the goitre is large 
and the artery consequently much displaced. The apex of the 
upper horn of the gland is natumlly a good guide to the 
vessel. 

Ligrature of the inferior thyroid artery is much more 
difficult. This operation may be performed by one or other of 
three principal methods. 

(!) Internal to the stemo-mastoid (Velpeau's method). An 
incision is made along the anterior border of this muscle. The 
veins passing from the thyroid gland to the internal jugular vein 
are tied and divided. The carotid sheath is drawn outwards 
away from the gland. The thyroid artery is then found at the 
inner border of the scalenus anticus muscle. The artery should 
be tied just where it changes its direction from the vertical to 
the horizontal. 

This operation is usually difficult. Many veins have to be 
tied. The artery is much overlapped by the goitre. The latter 
has to be lifted up out of its bed before the ai-tery can be 
exposed. 

(2) Through the utemo-mastmd (Langenbeck's method, modi- 
fied by Wolfler). The incision is made over the stemo-mastoid. 
Its lower end is at the junction of the inner sixth of the clavicle 
with the remainder. The fibres of the muscle must be partially 
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divided. Several large veins, including tbe external jugular^ 
usually require ligature. Search is now made for the tendinous 
part of the onio-hyoid, au important guide to the artery. The 
tendon is drawn upwards or divided. The carotid sheath is 
drawn inwards, the phrenic nene outwards. The artery is then 
seen lying at the inner edge of the scalenus ant-icus. If neces-sai^' 
this muscle must be drawn a little outwards. 

(3) Ertemal to the uterno-mastoid (l>i-obnik's method,* as 
practised by Rydygier), This appears to be the best method, 
at any rate for cases in which the gland is much enlarged. 

The incision is made at the posteiior border of the stemo- 
mastoid. It begins at the clavicle or a little above it and is 
carried upwards to the point at which the external jugular vein 
crosses the posterior boi-der of the stern o- mastoid, usually on a 
level with the lower border of the thyroid cartilage. The 
stemo-mastoid muscle and carotid sheath are drawn inwai-ds and 
the artery found as above. It 'm best tied immediately above 
the place where it is crossed by the omo-hyoid muscle. 

Rydygier f has proposed a slight inodiAcation of Drobnik's 
original operation. He makes the skin incision not vertically, 
but horizontally, a little above the clavicle. Ry this means the 
scar is rendered less visible. 

Exothyropexy. — -lliis operation consists in cutting down 
upon the thyroid gland, dislocating it through the wound, and 
then leaving it exposed to the air. 

It has a twofold object, that of mechanically relieving the 
ti'acheal pressure and that of inducing atrophy of the exposed 
gland. 

Fii-st pi-actised by Jaboulay of Lyons in 1892, the operation 
has been performed much more often in France than in any 
other country. It is especially at Lyons that it is apparently in 
gi-eatest favour. Our knowledge of it is due mainly to the 
experience of the sui-geons of that town. In this country exo- 
thyropexy has not become popular, and it does not seem to me 
at all likely that it ever will. 

The best account of exothyropexy that has come under ray 
notice is that of Dr. Leon Rerard, who in his excellent work on 
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goitre " has published many cases of exothyropexy ; nearly all 
of these occurred at Lyons in the practice of Poncet, Jaboulay, 
and their colleagues. 

The operation has been performed upon various kinds of 
goitre. It appears to have been performed most often upon, and 
to be most suitable for, the more solid and vascular forms of 
parenchymatous goitre and exophthalmic goitre. It is intended 
to obviate the risks of extii'pation of such goitres. The 
proceeding has, however, risks of its own, and the objections to 
it are considerable and obvious. I have never myself performed 
an exothyropexy, believing extirpation, if properly performed, 
to be a safer, more satisfactory, and altogether better operation. 
The principal objections to exothyropexy are the mechanica 
didioulties of effecting the dislocation in cases in which the 
goitre is deeply seated and causing much dyspncea, the risk of 
venous hsmoiThage and sepsis, the long time occupied by the 
healing pi-ocess, the liability to recurrence, and the very con- 
siderable deformity which is necessarily produced by the opera- 
tion. The cases hi which it is most likely to be justifiable stxm 
to me to he those of prominent and bilateral goitres of a paren- 
chymatous nature, in patients who are not suffering urgently 
from dyspnoea, and who do not object to the unsightly appear- 
ance of the resulting scar. 

It may perhaps be justifiable in certain unusual forms of 
prominent exophthalmic goitre of large size. 

It has also the advantages of being usually a short operation 
and one which requires very little of that exact knowledge of 
anatomy so essential for the successful performance of extiroa- 
tion. 

Method' of Operating'.-^A median incision of suitable length 
is made in the middle line of the neck. This should extend 
downwards as far as the episternal nott'h. Any large superficial 
veins that may be encountered are clamped, cut, and tied. The 
incision is carried through the skin, fascia and layers of cellular 
tissue, until the capsule of the gland has been exposed. TTie 
wound is then enlarged with the fingers, which are insinuated 
gently between the surface of the goitre and the superficial 
tissues until the lateral borders of the goitre have been reached. 
* ■■ Thernpeiitique ohirurjtitiile dii goilre," Paris, 1897. 
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At this stage no instruments should be used for fear of tearing 
or cutting veins and other important structures. If, owing to 
the size of the goitre, the fixity of the structures over it, or any 
other reason, the edges of the goitre cannot easily be reached 
with the fingers, the operator must not hesitate to divide trans- 
vei-sely the skin and muscles, so as to give more room. Each 
lateral lobe of the goitre has now to be dislocated forwards. 
1'his is efiected by hooking one or more fingers round the 
external boi-der of the lobe and then di«wing it forwards. As 
a rule each lateral lobe must be dislocated separately, one after 
the other. Occasionally it is possible to dislocate both lobes 
simultaneously by widely opening the wound with the thumbs, 
while pressure is exerted upon the back of the lobes by fingers 
placed upon the skin at the sides of the neck. This proceeding, 
however, exposes the trachea to serious risk of dangerous or 
even fatal compression. The moment of affecting the dislocation, 
even of one lobe, is always a dangerousone, owing to the increased 
pressure exei'ted upon the trachea. The gieatest care should be 
taken that the thyi-oid gland itself or the thyroid veins be not 
torn by the fingers. The fingers should be inserted at the sides 
of the gland, and not beneath its lower horn, where the veins 
are usually large and numerous. The Angel's must never 
penetrate the thyroid capsule. 

The goitre having been dislocated, strips of sterilised gauze 
are now packed round the tumour in the cleft between the 
goitre and the edges of the skin wound. An antiseptic dressing 
is then placed over the whole of the exposed surface of the 
goitre. 

The strips of gauze which have been placed in the grooves 
between the goitre and the edges of the skin ai-e intended to 
protect the mediastinum ft-om infection by the fluids which 
exude abundantly at first from the exposed surface of the gland. 
These strips may be removed on the fourth day and need not 
be replaced. The skin is then allowed to unite with the goitre, 
and gradually re-t-overs it. Great care must be taken to keep 
the whole of the exposed surface aseptic during the process of 
cicatrisation. " Cutaneous cicatrisation is complete, on the 
average, by the end of sis weeks or two months."* 

• Wriird, ri^. ,-it p. .121. 
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During the first few days after the operation there is a 
copious exudation of serous fluid from the exposed surface of 
the gland. This exudation conies partly from torn lym- 
phatics, partly from the turgid veins compressed by the edges of 
the cutaneous wound, and consists also in part, no doubt, of 
the colloid secretion of the gland itself. 

After a day or two the veins on the surface of the tumour, 
which are at first swollen and prominent, become thrombosed. 
They then gradually become smaller, until at the end of about 
a week they appear only as small brownish cords. 

It is worthy of note that Berard states that elevation of 
temperature is almost always (" presque constamment ") present 
during the first eight or ten days after exothyropexy. He 
explains this as " thyroid fever" due to absorption of secretion 
from the interior of the gland. 

In the course of several weeks after the operation the exposed 
glaud gradually shrinks and recedes behind the skin. The latter 
encroaches upon the surface of the tumour, which becomes 
covered with a decreasing area of granulations, and finally by a 
scar. With regard to the ultimate appearance of the cicatrix, 
Berard expi-esses himself as follows: " What is usually found at 
the end of some months (after exothyropexy) is a decolorised 
disc, the dimensions of which vary from those of a two-franc 
piece (liV inch) to those of a five-franc piece (IJ inch), very 
smooth and shiny or else bossy, and which is adherent to the 
deeper parts of the neck, fixing them to the skin. Sometimes 
the appearance is still more ugly ; the little cysts which form 
during the shrinking of the tumour become adherent to the 
skin and project externally like true grafts of thyroid tissue, 
resembling grapes embedded in the skin." 

Berard gives an excellent photograph of a scar produced bj 
an exothyropexy. It is certainly more ugly than any scar I 
have ever produced by any extirpation or enucleation operation. 
CompUcaiione of the Operation. — With regard to serious haemor- 
rhage, Berard is of opinion that with ordinary care it may usually 
be avoided, except in the case of very vascular goitres and of 
those which are vej-y adherent to surrounding parts. He lays 
down a rule with regard to hsemorrhage due to wound of 
capsular veins, namely that the lobe that bleeds should be 

Digilized by Google 



2+8 THE THYROID GLAND. 

immediately )uxat«d externally. This tends to obviate dangerous 
bleeding into the cellular tissue of the neck. The btemorrhage 
moreover tends to stop spontaneously after dislocation has been 
effected. If bleeding still continue, it can more easily be arrested 
by pressure or ligature. If luxation of the lobe prove to be 
impossible, the bleeding must be an-ested by leaving clamp forceps 
applied to the bleeding points. 

Secondary haemorrhage appears to he rare, occurring only when 
the wound has accidentally become infected. 

Painful dysphagia appears to be common during the first t»'o 
or three days after the operation. In about one-third of the 
cases bronchitis appears to be troublesome. 

Complications due to the mechanical disturbance and dis- 
placement of the trachea appeai- to be not uncommon, although 
as a rule after exothyropexy the dyspnoea is relieved. In some 
cases of exothyropexy not only has the dyspncea not been 
relieved but it has positively been aggravated. ITiis will readily 
be believed by those who, like myself, have had practical 
experience of the injurious effect of traction upon the trachea in 
the course of an oidinary operation of extirpation. If the 
dyspntea be aggravated by exothyropexy it is recommended 
that the goitre be replaced, the surgeon contenting himself with 
the benefit that may follow mere division of the tissues in front 
of the goitre ; or tracheotomy may become necessary. This is, 
however, always a very serious complication of any operation 
upon a goitre, owing to the danger of setting up sepsis in the 
wounded cellular tissue of the neck. 

In at least one case, that of Jaboulay, i-emoval of the manu- 
brium of the sternum has been performed to obtain access to a 
substernal goiti-e that was causing severe dyspnoea and that 
could not be reached by any other means. This is however a 
very serious complication and one that can be veiy rarely 
necessary. 

In some cases in which exothyropexy was found impracticable, 
owing to the impossibility of effecting the dislocation, the 
tumour ha« merely been laid bare by the operation. 'ITie wound 
has been packed with gauze. Shrinking of the goitre may 
follow this simple operation just as it may after a simple 
division of the isthmus, 'ITie possibility however of serious 
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increase in the amount of dyspntea due to inflammatory 
swelling must be borne in mind. Infection of the wound is 
obviously a serious danger and one which is not easy to avoid. 
Even Berard, who is on the whole a warm advocate of exothyro- 
pexy, is obliged to admit that " it is very dififcuit to keep the 
dislocated goitre free from all infection." It is in the later 
stages of the healing process, when antiseptic precautions tend 
to become relaxed, that infection is apt to be produced. It may 
be followed by sloughing of the exposed gland and extension of 
the inflammatory process to the deeper parts of the neck and 
chest. 

Mortidity after Exothyropeccy.—W. is <lifficult to judge of the 
ti'ue mortality after this operation. Berard has collected sixty- 
five cases of exothyropexy performed* chiefly upon parenchy- 
matous goitre but also upon several exophthalmic goitres. In 
four of these cases death resulted from pneumonia, septic 
infection with hiemon'hage and acute Graves's disease (two cases) 
respectively. 

Among the sixty-one (rases that recovered wei^e cases in which 
sloughing occun-ed, in which tracheotomy became necessary, or 
in which other operations such as extirpation or enucleation 
were subsequently performed. Many of the cases appear to 
have benefited greatly by the operation, others seem to have 
been improved but little if at all. 

• By Poiic«t (l.j eaaep), Jaboulay (3r.), PollusBoii (S), Bbinc (3), Guillemot (3), 
Rr)cket, Allwrtin, Buthannn, und Hortinann (1 each). 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

DIVISION OR RESECTION OF THE THYROID ISTHMUS. 

Early caeeB — '"Atrophy" of iateral lobes — Explanation of — DyBpncen 
■not dne to backward pressure of iBthuiuB — Results of the operation — 
Reappearance of goitre^ConclneionB. 

This opetatiun ia performed much more often in England than 
in other countries, and has been more highly praised hy Englisb 
than by Continental sui^ons. 

Duncan Gibb appears to have been the first to advocate its 
peifoimance. In the Lancet for 1875 he published two cases 
in which Mr. Holthouse, of the Westminster Hospital, had put 
into practice the operation suggested to him by his medical 
colleague. The first case was that of a cook, aged S9, who had 
had a goitre for about two years. Both lobes and the isthmus 
were affected. The amount of dyspnoea does not seem to have 
been great. On July 11, 1874, Mr. Holthouse exposed the 
thyroid isthmus, passed a ligature round each end of it, and 
removed the intervening portion. On July 17 the last ligature 
came away, and the woman subsequently made a good recovery. 
Four months later she was in good health ; the goitre was 
smaller and caused no trouble. 

The second case was that of a girl, aged 17, who had had a 
goitre for many years. The whole gland was enlai^ed, and 
caused dysphagia, dyspnoea, and cough. Some severe paroxysms 
of dyspDcea which had recently occun-ed made surgical inter- 
ference desirable. On December 15, 1874, an operation some- 
what similar to the last was performed by Mr. Holthouse. 
Instead, however, of dividing with the knife that portion of 
the gland that lay hetween the ligatures, he left it to slough 
away. After the operation the circumference of the neck 
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tliminished from 14^ to 13^ in. The patient recovered, 
apparently much relieved. 

For a period of nearly nine years the operation appears to 
have attracted very little notice, no cases having been published 
during that period. About the year 1883 M. Tillaux, of Paris, 
began to perform the operation, and soon afterwards Mr. Sydney 
Jones followed him and published some cases.* From this time 
onwards the operation has been practised extensively in this 
country. 

I have collected twenty cases from various sources published 
and unpublished. In eight at least of these the goitre diminished 
in size and the improvement lasted many months, in several 
cases more than a year. In four cases death occurred. In two 
at lea.st of the cases the dyspnoea had been very severe ; in one 
of them death occurred during the operation. In one case the 
operation failed to relieve the dyspnoea, and removal of one lobe 
had to be performed. 

Mr. Jones has pointed out that the operation not only often 
gave relief from the dyspncea, but that it caused a remarkable 
diminution in the size of the goitre, or, to use his own words, 
" an ati-ophy of the lateral lobes." 

That both these results — namely, relief from the dyspncea 
and diminution in the size of the goitre, at any rate for a time 
—do usually follow the operation there can he no doubt, judging 
from the twenty cases before mentioned. 

Two questions may he discussed in connection with this 
operation : " What is the mode in which the relief from the 
dyspnoea is effected ? " and " Is the diminution in the size of the 
goitre, and with it the relief from dyspnea, permanent ? '" 

It is frequently stated that as the isthmus is a band uniting 
the two lateral lobes, division of it will allow these lobes to 
sepai-ate from each other and so relieve the dyspncea. This 
seems at first sight a plausible explanation, but it is, nevertheless, 
probably not usually the correct one. That this may be the 
result of the operation in some cases is not improbable. That 
it is so in all or nearly all cases cannot be admitted. I have 
seen the operation performed many times, and have frequently 
1 the Lancet, 1M83. ii. 900, 
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noticed that after the division has been efPectetl the cut surfaces 
have not sepai-ated fi-om each other at all. Sometimes, not 
only has the isthmus been divided but a considerable portion 
of it removed. What frequently happens, then, is that the 
lateral lobes, far from receding, actually come closer together 
to fill up the place of that portion of the gland that has been 
removed. 

Mr. C. A. Morton," describing a case in which he operated 
for severe dyspncea caused by a parenchymatous goitre, says 
that "after excision of more than an inch of the median part 
of the gland the lateral lobes came together in the middle line." 

Then again, the relief from the dyspncea frequently does not 
occur immediately, but only after the lapse of some hours or 
days. In several of the cases before mentioned no relief what- 
ever followed the operation. Thus, in an operation thai I 
witnes'ied at University College Hospital some yeais ago upon 
a boy with a lai^ parenchymatous goitre causing considerable 
dyspnoea, a portion of the isthmus was removed. The cut 
surfaces on either side immediately came into contact, and the 
boy died of dyspnoea a few hours later. 

But relief from the dyspnoea should occur immediately after 
division if the constricting isthmus were the cause of the 
dyspnoea. 

Gibb, in his remarks upon the two cases published by 
himself, sa^is that his object was " to divide or remove that 
portion of the goitre which was in relation with the trachea 
itself, namely, the isthmus, before it had commenced to encircle 
the tube or had become too firmly adherent," Speaking of his 
first case, he says that he considered that "the cure of the 
attacks of dyspnoea was impossible without the removal of that 
portion of the tumour over the windpipe." 

It is clear, then, that he had fallen into the rather serious 
mistake of supposing that the cause of the dyspncea lay in the 
direct pressure of the isthmus upon the front of the ti-achea. 
Hence that division or removal of the isthmus relieves the 
trachea from pressure. 

I venture to think that this view is wholly untenable. 

' ''The L'auiiation and TreatiiienC of (Sudden DyspiinMi in Goitre," Brittul 
Med. Chh: Juvi-H., IHSfi, p. 221. 
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The pressure of the goitre upon the tra</hea does not cause 
an an tero- posterior but a lateral flattening of the trachea, as 
may be seen in Fig. 2, In this case the patient died from 
suffocation, and it will be seen that the trachea is gi-eatlv 
flattened laterally like the scabbard of a swoiil, as Demme long 
ago explained. 

The trachea is never flattened antei-o- posteriorly by any 
parenchymatous goitre or by any other form of general and 
uniform enlargement of the gland. When the isthmus alone 
is involved without the lateral lobes, as by the presence of a 
tumour within it, there may be a slight amount of antero- 
posterior flattening; but such goitres never cause serious 
dyspn(ea unless the tumour lies actually behind the sternum, 
and even then the pressure is usually oblique rather than 
an tei-o-posterior. 

The cause of the dyspntea must be sought, not so much in the 
condition of the isthmus, as in that of the lateral lobes of the 
goitre. In suffocating parenchymatous goitre, all parts of the 
gland are swollen and exert pressure upon evepything in contact 
with them. That is, they exert pressure not only upon the 
muscles and other structures outside of and around them, but 
also upon the trachea which lies between the two lateral lobes. 
Hence, it happens that mere division of the isthmus will not of 
itself free the trachea from the inward pressure of the lateral 
lobes. 

The effect of removal of the isthmus may even be, as in the 
cases mentioned above, to cause the latei'al lobes to come nearer 
to each other and so to increase the latei'al flattening of the 
trachea. 

'I'he real cause of the relief from the dyspnoea lies chiefly in 
the shrinking of the gland which follows the operation, and not 
in the mere mechanical separation of the two halves of the 
goitre. 

The next question is, " How is this shrinking caused ? " 

We must bear in mind that the enlargement of the gland in 
parenchymatous goitre is very largely due to over-distension of 
the vesicles with secretion ; therefore it is easy to undei-stand 
that removal of that secretion will naturally cause diminution 
of the swelling. This is shown by the fact that the diminution 
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doeBnot occur at once but in thecourseof thefewdaysfoliowinjf 
the operation. During this time the viscid colloid secretion 
has had time to ooze slowly away from the surface of the 
wound. Indeed, I have more than once, after operations upon 
parenchymatous goitre, seen this colloid secretion coming away 
from the gland. Thus in one case there formed in the neck, 
under the recently healed skin wound, a fluctuating swelling 
which was at first thought to be an abscess, but which, when 
opened, was found to contain a quantity of viscid colloid material 
that had evidently drained from the gland into the wound. 
Notes of a similar occurence will be found in a good many 
published cases. 

Again, the more fibrous the goitre the less the diminution in 
size that will take place. In a rare case of truly fibrous goitre 
on which division of the isthmus was performed some years ago 
at St, Bartholomew's Hospital by Sir 'ilionias Smith, little or 
no diminution in size followed the operation and the dyspmea 
was not relieved. 

Lastly, as the wound in the gland heals, and the further 
escape of colloid material is thus stopped, the goitre often 
slowly reappears, if the conditions which originally produced it 
continue to act. The reappearance of the goitre is doubtless 
due to reaccumulation of its colloid contents. 

The following case, which came under my notice in St. Bar- 
tholomew's Hospital in 1886, afibrds a good illustration of this 
point. The patient was a girl, aged 17, with a bilateral 
parenchymatous goitre, causing such extreme dyspnoea that she 
was almost suffocated by it. Division of the isthmus was 
performed by Mr, Langton. Not the least relief followed and 
immediate tracheotomy became necessary. Within a week from 
the time of the operation the goitre had shrunk so much that 
scarcely any swelling of the neck was noticeable. Then as the 
wound in the gland healed, the goitre gradually re-enlarged 
until, at the end of some weeks, it had nearly regained its former 
size. As dyspnoea was found to occur whenever the tracheotomy 
opening was closed, it became necessary to do some further 
opei-ation and the right half of the gland was removed. The 
same sequence of events now occurred in the remaining half of 
the goitre. At first it gradually diminished in size, and then, as 
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the wound healed, it gradually and slowly enlarged again. In 
most of my own cases of unilatei'al extirpation of parenchy- 
matous goitre, the operation has been followed by marked 
diminution in size, and then by re-enlai^ment, of the remaining 
half of the goitre. 

The exact manner in which the colloid of the vesicles passes 
from them to the cut surface of the gland is a point upon 
which it seems unwise to express a definite apinioa. There is 
some evidence in su{^rt of the view of Boechat and others, 
that all the thyroid vesicles communicate with each other. If 
this be so, it follows that any incision into the gland will tend 
to drain all the vesicles. Possibly, however, the drainage is 
efifected, not directly but indirectly, through the medium of the 
lymphatics. 

All these facts seem to point to the following conclusions : 

(i) That divisionofthe thyroid isthmususuallyrelievesdyspncea, 
not by mechtuiically allowing the two halves of the goitre to 
separate, but by dmning the gland of its colloid secretion. 

(ii) That the relief afforded may be permanent, but that fre- 
quently the goitre reappears when the wound has healed and 
the secretion is again pent up in the gland. 

(iii) That in many cases in which very ui^ent dyspnoea is pre- 
sent, a mere division of the isthmus will nut relieve the dyspnuea 
sufficiently quickly, and it becomes necessary to do some further 
operation, either tracheotomy or, better, removal of some con- 
siderable portion of the goitre. 

The operation is therefore not one which can now be recom- 
mended, except perhaps in certain exceptional cases. For 
parenchymatous goitre without dyspntea it is not necessary, 
because such cases are better treated by medical means, such as 
the administration of iodine or thyroid extract. Cases of 
parenchymatous goitre in which dyspn<Ea is considerable and 
which do not yield to medical measures generally require re- 
moval of a considerable portion of one or other lateral lobe. The 
possible danger of trusting to a mere division of the isthmus 
has already been mentioned. When the dyspnoea is very severe 
and urgent, division of the isthmus cannot be relied upon to 
give relief sufficiently quickly. In some few such cases how- 
ever, it may be advisable to divide the isthmus and then to 
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watch carefully the efi'ect of this before doing tracheotomy. 
But tracheotomy is scarcely ever desirable for parenchymatous 
goitre, except at the bauds of those who do not feel able to 
perform the larger but much safer operation of aseptic uni- 
lateral extirpation. 

The dangers of an open wound such as that produced by 
division uf the isthmus, or of the necessary septic wound of a 
tracheotomy, are. obviously gi-eater than those of a pi-operly 
performed aseptic extirpation of one lobe. 

An extensive i-esection of the isthmus may sometimes be 
preferable to unilateral extirpation, in some cases of parenchy- 
matous goitre in which the goitre is unusually prominent in 
the middle line. Such an opei-ation is however usually more 
severe than a simple unilateral extirpation. 

For all cases of adenoma or cyst, division or resection of the 
isthmus is unsuitable, being far inferior to enucleation. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

TREATMENT BY EXTIRPATION (THYROIDECTOMY). 

Ditference b*tween eitirpation and enuelsation — Partial extirpatiun — 
Freparotion uf patient — Question of geoerat utueBthetic: — -Lucal aniEa- 
thetic— POBition of patient—Skin ineiaion : oblique, vertical, traosverse 
— Treatment of infra-hyoid (iiuBcleB — Beeognition of gland- — Isolation 
of lobe — Ligature of thyroid vessels^Veins often thin and liable to 
tear — Treatment of inferior thyroid artery— Avoidance of recurrent 
ner>e — Treatiiient of isthmus — Arrest of hiemorrhage^Cleansiog of 
wound — Asepsis better than antisepsis^Sutiire of iiiuscles, of skin — 
Question of drainage^DreBsingB— Use of sponge— Fiiation of head 
and neck— Position of putient after operation — Aft«r-treatuient — 
Convalescence. 

The removal of a goitre by a surgical operation may be 
performed by one or other of two widely different methods. 
I'hese two operations are known by the names of extirpation 
and enucleation and it is highly important that the difference 
between them should he clearly borne in mind. 

By extirpation is meant the removal of the gland or some 
part of it (generally one half) by an operation conducted as far 
as possible outside the capsule. The principal vessels are all 
tied or clamped before they are cut. The operation is performed 
deliberately, step by step, by careful dissection. The wound 
being kept fi-ee from blood, the operator is enabled to see 
exactly what he is doing. He thus avoids wounding, on the 
one hand the plexus of veins which lie on the surface of the 
gland beneath its delicate investing capsule, on the other hand 
the important anatomical structures which lie in close proximity 
to the gland. 

Enucleation, on the other hand, consists in the shelling 
out of a tumour from the interior of the gland. TTie removal 
of the tumour is usually effected rapidly and no attempt is 
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made to tie the veB.sels until after the tumour has been 
removed. 

The difference between the two operations is analogous to the 
difference between the removal of a breast as performed for 
carcinoma and the removal of a fibro-adenoma from that organ ; 
or to the difference between a hysterectomy and the enucleation 
of a fibro-myoma from the uterus. 

Each of these operations has several modifications which will 
be described later. 

Total Extirpation. — This operation is one which is not 
now to be recommended on account of the grave after-results 
which are known to follow if the patient be deprived of the 
whole thyroid gland. Moreover it is in my opinion never 
necessary, except possibly in seme vei'y exceptional cases of 
malignant disease involving both sides of the gland. 

'llie performance of total extirpation diffei-s in no way ft'oui 
partial extirpation, except that both halves of the gland ai-e 
removed. 

Partial Extirpation. — In the great majority of cases 
extirpation is performed upon one lateral lobe and it is this 
operation therefore that will be described in detail. In some 
eases extirpation of one lobe is followed by extirpation of a 
portion of the opposite lobe. 

The preliminary preparation of the pafaent includes the 
administration of a purgative on the day before the operation and 
the preparation of the skin of the neck. The skin of the whole 
of the front and sides of the neck must be thoroughly scrubbed 
with hot water and soap, and then washed with spirit, ether or 
turpentine to remove all greasy matter. An antiseptic dressing 
of carbolic acid lotion 1 in 30, or perchloride of mercury 1 in 
SOOO is then applied for several hours before the operation ajid 
is to be removed only when the operation is about to be 
commenced. 

AnSBSthetic. — 'Vh*'- question of the administration of an 
anaesthetic is au important one. If the patient has little or no 
dyspnoea or stridor, and if there is no history of paroxysms of 
dyspnoea, then there can be no objection to the administration of 
a general aniesthetic. 

But if, on the other hand, there seems to be any probability 
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that serious dyspncea may occur during the course of the 
operation, then it is certainly better to dispense altogether with 
a general anesthetic and to do the operation under cocaine or 
eucaine. In cases where severe dyspncea is actually present at 
the time of operation the use of a general anaesthetic involves 
much danger. Many cases have been recorded in which suddeu 
death from the ansesthetic has occurred in the course of the 
operation or even before the operation has actually begun. 
With the help of cocaine or eucaine the removal of a goitre 
may be effected with very little pain. Patients upon whom 
I have operated without the use of general antesthesia have, 
after the operation, always assured me that the amount of 
pain felt by them was i-eally quite trivial. Directly the tumour 
has been removed, and the danger of suffocation is over, an 
antesthetic may be given, if it be thought desirable, while the 
wound is being sewn up. I have been in the habit of offering 
an ansesthetic to the patient at this stage, but up to the pi-esent 
time in no case has the offer been accepted, the patient always 
saying that the pain was not sufficiently great to demand it. 
Even if no nntesthetic of any kind, either local or general, be 
used, the pain of an operation for goitre is confined chiefly to 
the beginning and the end of the operation, when the skin is 
being incised or sewn up. Ilie patients often complain also 
when traction is exerted upon the tumour or upon the deeper 
parts of the wound. In cases of severe dyspnoea there is a great 
advantage in the patient being conscious, since he can then 
immediately give warning if the operator be pressing unduly 
upon the narrow trachea. Patients suffering from suffocative 
goitre have on several occasions informed me that they dreaded 
the taking of an anaesthetic more than the actual opei-ation and 
have felt relieved at being informed that the administration was 
neither necessary nor desirable. At the same time probably 
few patients will go so far as to declare, as one of Kocher's 
patients did, that it was a real pleasure to be operated upon ! 
By this he meant no doubt that the relief produced by the 
removal of a suffocating goitre was so great that the discomfort 
of the operation was as nothing to him. 

A minor advantage in dispensing with the use of an anesthetic 
is that the patient is saved much of the retching and vomiting 
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that frequently follow a prolonged operation perfonned undco- 
general antesthesia. The rapid healing of the wound is thereby 
facilitated. 

If a general anaesthetic be employed it is well to give as small 
a quantity of it as po^ible, and to keep the patient only lightly 
under its influence. 

If cocaine be used, a solution containing not more than half a 
grain should be injected in several places in the line of the 
proposed incision. The use of cocaine in lai'ger doses is apt to 
be followed by faintness or even by more dangerous symptoms. 
F.iicaine may be used in much larger doses and has further the 
advantage that it can be sterilised by boiling. Both solutions 
decompose easily and should therefore be freshly prepared 
shortly before use. An injection of a quarter or a third of a 
gi'ain of morphia about twenty minutes before the commencement 
of the operation is a useful adjunct to the use of the local 
anaesthetic. 

Position of the Patient. — i^ome surgeons prefer to have 
the patient in a half-sitting position. For myself, I prefer that he 
should be in the recumbent position, but with the shoulders well 
raised. The head should be extended as far as is compatible 
with safety, so as to draw the goitre as much as possible away 
from the thorax. Much extension of the head, however, may 
interfere seriously with the patient's respiration. It is well to 
ascertain, before the operation is begun, in what position the 
patient can breathe most comfortably, and then to get an 
assistant to hold the head ^rmly hi that position throughout 
the operation. By these means the trachea, often greatly 
narrowed, is less likely to become kinked and occluded. 

Skin Incision. — Many different skin incisions have been 
practised. The choice depends lately upon the size and shape 
of the goitre. 

There are three chief varieties : (1) The oblique incision in the 
long axis of the tumour that is to be removed ; generally along 
the inner border of the stemo-mostoid muscle. This is the 
incision that should be adopted in most cases of extirfiation and 
in those generally in which the operation is likely to be difficult 
or dangerous. It gives the operator plenty of room, and 
enables him to reach the upper horn of the gland without undue 
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difficulty. The lower end of the incision should, in almost all 
cases, be carried down to the upper horder of the stemum. If 
it be intended to operate upon both lobes of the thyroid, the 
incision should be made in a more slanting direction, the lower 
part of the incision being carried well across the middle line at 
a somewhat higher level than the top of the stemum. In some 
cases of bilateral extirpation the angular or Y-shaped incision, 
with the point of the angle opposite the cricoid cartilage, origin- 
ally recommended by Kocher, may be employed, but is seldom 
necessary. I have never yet found any difficulty in getting easy 
access to both lobes through a single incision, and have rarely 
employed the angular incision. 

Occasionally, when the tumour is very lai^, it is desirable to 
make an elliptical incision, so as to remove a large portion of 
skin. Thus in the patient from whom I removed the large goitre 
shown in Figs. 34r-37 (pp. 78-80), an oblique incision was made 
aa-oss the front of the tumour and a second curved one along 
the right and lower borders. As a rule, however, no excision of 
skin is required, even in removing goitres of considerable size. 
The redundant skin soon contracts, (SeeFig^. 87, 103, and 111.) 

(2) The vertical incision may be used for goitres situated in or 
near the middle line of the neck, especially if they be small. It 
involves less interference with the infra-byoid muscles, but, on 
the other hand, renders access to the region of the superior 
thyi-oid artery less easy. In some cases of deep-seated tumour 
behind the stemum in which the operator is uncertain which 
half of the gland should be removed, the vertical incision may 
be employed for exploratory purposes, the incision being sub- 
setjuently prolonged obliquely upwards to the right or left, as 
desii'ed. 

It has the disadvantage that in young people the resulting 
scar is apt to become contracted and ugly. 

(3) The transverne incision a little above the upper border of 
the sternum gives the best results as regards the scar, but, on the 
other hand, it does not give the operator nearly so much room. 
It is consequently less easy to reach the upper bom of the gland 
unless the goitre is large and prominent. To obtain sufficient 
room, it is often necessary to divide very freely the infra-byoid 
and even the stemo-mastoid [muscles. It is most suitable for 
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prominent goitres, for smaJI goitres low down in the neck, and 
for easy ciises ttf enucleation in general. It is, in my opinion, 
not to be recommended, as a rule, to those operators who have 
had but little experience in removing goitres. 

If care be taken to place the incision in the line of one of the 
natural creases of the skin, the subsequent scar will be scarcely 
visible, and cafi, moreover, be easily concealed by the dress. In 
the case of ladies who wish to wear low dlvsses the scar can l>e 
easily hidden by a! necklace or a band of velvet. 

After division of the platysma and fascia, the Buperflcial 
veins of the neck are exposed, and several of them will probably 
require ligature. The oblique anterior jugular vein will generally 
be found running along the inner border of the stemo- mastoid, 
and should be tied. Care should be taken in making the oblique 
skin incision not to split open this vein. At the lower end of 
the incision, just above the sternum, a transverse vein will 
generally he found, requiring a double ligature. 

The infra-hyoid muaoles must now be dealt with. In the 
case of small goiU-es near the middle line, it may be possible to 
draw these muscles aside without dividingthem. Care should be 
taken, whenever possible, to draw them outwards, not inwards, 
in order to avoid dividing the nerves which enter their outer 
borders. If these nerves be divided the muscles ati-ophy, and 
afterwards cause an unsightly hollow in the neck. For the 
same reason, if the muscles have to be divided, as is usually the 
case, they ahould be cut near their upper ends, close to the hyoid 
bone, and then thrown downwards and outwards. At the end 
of the operation they can then be replaced and sutured without 
much harm having been done to them. If the operation is 
likely to be a difficult or dangerous one, it is not worth while to 
spend time over a comparatively unimportant point like this ; 
in such cases the muscles may bo divided wherever it seems most 
convenient to do so. When the transverse incision is used, the 
skin should be drawn upwards {or downwards) before the 
muscles are divided, so that the wounds in the skin and muscles 
do not correspond. Otherwise the muscles are likely to adhere 
to the cicatrix and cause a certain amount of deformity. 

The infra-hyoid muscles are often very much thinned and 
spread out over the surface of the goitre, I have even seen them 
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mistaken by an inexperienced operator for the proper capsule 
of the goitre. Sometimes they lie in deep grooves on the 
surface of the gland, and must he care^lly lifted out of these. 

The surface of the thyroid gland has now been laid bare. It 
is covered by a layer of loose connective tissue lying immedi- 
ately outside the capsule «f the gland. TJiia layer is very 



ria. »3.— Tlii^ prccediiiK {Ylg. »1>. threu weeis after opcrajou. 
ShowliiK Bmall trausverse scar Ion- don-n In the neck. (S« 
Appvudlx. Case ft. p. 14fl,) 

distinct and easily recognised in all cases except those in which 
previous inflammation has matted the parts together.^ This is 
likely to be the case when the goitre has been subjected to 
injection, or if suppuration hps taken place in it. 

The capBule of the gland can usually be i-ecognised without 
difficulty by the network of large veins that ramify beneath it. 

The gland together with its capsule has now to be separated 
from the surrounding parts, and iu pcrfoiming this part of the 
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operation the greatest care must be exereised not to wound, on 
the one hand the plexus of the vein lying beneath the capsule, 
on the other hand the important structures lying in close contact 
with the gland. 

If the capsule and its veins be wounded the hEemorrhage 
may be very difficult to control. If forceps be applied, the 
vessels or the glandular tissue are very apt to tear, and further 
hsemoirhage takes place. Often the wounded gland oozes blood 
.in an alarming and uncontrollable manner, the wound is obscured 
with blood and the aubsequent steps of the operation become 
much more difficult. Even rough handling of the gland may 
lead to tearing of its thinned and dilated veins. The greatest 
care should therefore be taken to conduct the dissection with the 
utmost carefulness and delicacy. Should a vein be wounded 
accidentally, it may be possible to stop the haemorrhage by 
means of a ligature carefully applied. But in cases in which a 
small puncture only has been made it is often better to get an 
assistant to put one finger on the bleeding point and to continue 
the dissection. 

The front of the gland is easily cleared and the muscles 
being held on one side by retractors, search is made for the 
principal vessels, which must be tied just outside the points 
at which they penetrate the capsule. 

It is generally best to begin by clearing the upper horn and 
placing ligatures upon the superior thyroid artery and vein. But 
if severe and dangerous dyspnoea be present it may be best to 
begin by disengaging the lower horn, so as to relieve the trachea 
from pressure. If the vessels are small they may be tied in a 
common ligature, but if they are large they should he tied 
separately. It is otten best to tie the artery before the vein, so 
as to diminish the amount of blood in the gland. 

The artery will generally be found without much difficulty at 
the inner boi'der of the apex of the upper horn. It is desirable 
to tie it rather high so that the ligature may be above the 
origin of a large branch which is frequently found running from 
near the apex down the back of the gland. 

Sometimes when the goitre is large and extends nearly to the 
lower jaw, there is considerable difficulty in obtaining access to 
the artery, which lies at the bottom of a narrow space between 
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the tumour and the jaw. This difficulty is increased if the 
head, on account of the dyspnoea, cannot be thrown well back- 
wards. 

Both veins and arteries are secured with double ligatui-es and 
the vessels then divided. 

The superior thyroid artery and vein having been secured, 
attention is next directed to the middle and accessory thyroid 
veins. The most common situation of these veins is shown in 
Fig, 7. They should be tarefully isolated and tied with double 
ligatures before being divided ; they should be tied just where 
they leave the capsule of the gland. 

In dissecting towai-ds the outer border of the goitre, care 
should be taken to avoid wounding the internal jugular vein, 
which is frequently expanded over the side of the tumour and 
may easily be wounded. It frequently lies in front of or even 
internal to the carotid artery and the pulsation of this vessel is 
consequently nut a safe guide to the position of the vein. 

The branches of the inferior thyroid veins running downwards 
from the lower part of the goitre must now be dealt with in a 
similar manner. Here, again, there may be much difficulty in 
obtaining access to the veins if the goitre be a large one and 
extend down behind the sternum. The impoi-tance of raising 
the goitre so &s to obtain as much room as possible is obvious. 
Care should be taken not to cut or tear any of these veins before 
they ai-e tied, lest they should retract into the cellular tissue 
behind the sternum and there give rise to troublesome htenior- 
rhage. 

The goitre having been completely freed from its vascular 
connections above, below, and on the outer side, should now, if 
possible, be lifted up out of its bed and turned over towards the 
opposite side,* in order that the inferior thyroid artery tuid 
accompanying veins may be dealt »vith. 

If the fixity of the tumour be such that tiie latter cannot be 
lifted out of its bed, then the difficulty of tying the artery is 

* In iM)iiie (-iisf». iiud in<im'iHl1y when the guitre U ii [HMiiiineiit une. this 
ilislw-utioii uf the tumour out of the wuiind may be effected with tul vantage ut ii 
lunch earlier stage uf the upenitioli, before the superior th}'ruid vesaeln and 
inferii>r Ui_\-niid reiiiA hnve been tied. In tlie»^ catiee the lateml thyroid veinn 
must be tied before the dislocntion is effeet^. The pari; dislocation of tlie 
tumour has the ndvniitn];ct of atfordintc relief In the iiressiuv on the tmcbeo. 
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much incneased. Access to the artery is favoured^ by drawing 
the steroo- mastoid muscle well outwards, or even by dividing 
some of its fibres. Or it may be advisable to postpone ligature 
of the artery until the isthmus has been cut through, and the 
tumour thus rendered more movable. 

The inferior thyroid artery may be tied in one or other of 
two situations. The main trunk may be tied at the inner 
border of the scalenus anticus muscle, just at the point where 
it changes its direction from vertical to horizontal, curving 
inwards to enter the gland. Or the branches may be tied close 
to the gland itself. 

If the main ai-terj' be tied, care must be taken not to wound 
the sympathetic nerve which lies in very close relation to it. 
It is quite possible also to mistake the vertebral for the thyi-oid 
ai-tery. 

The branches of the artery are more easily found, and should 
be tied inside the line of the recurrent laryngeal nerve. Which- 
ever method be adopted, the position of this nerve should be 
constantly be borne in mind lest it be accidentally cut or 
included in a ligature. It lies, most commonly, superficial to 
the artery, but may pass behind it. It may lie among the 
branches, some of these passing in front of and others behind 
the ner\'e. 

Some operators recommend that search be made for the 
nerve and that it be dissected out and held on one side. If 
the operator is doubtful about the position of the nerve, he 
may do well to follow this advice. It is better, however, to 
know exactly where the nerve should be and to avoid it without 
unduly exposing it. The wound must be kept as free as possible 
from blood while this stage of the dissection is being carried 
out. 

In removing the posterior border of the gland iram the 
pharynx and other structures on its inner side, the anatomical 
arrangement of the fascia at the back of the gland (described 
on p. 7) must not be forgotten. In those cases especially 
in which the goitre sends a prolongation inwards behind the 
pharynx and oesophagus, the arrangement of the fascia is liable 
to deceive the operator, and to carry him, in his dissection, away 
from the surface of the gland. It is probably a want of due 
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appreciation of this important anatomical point that has led in 
some recocted cases to an unexpected wound of the pharynx or 
trachea. 

The next step in the operation is the division of the isthmus. 
The principal vessels lie along its upper and lower borders and 
should be secured in these situations with double ligatures. 
Any veins visible upon the anterior surface may be clamped. 
The isthmus is then ireely divided with knife or scissors. The 
few vessels that bleed from the cut surface of the isthmus must 
he picked up with forceps and tied. If the isthmus is nmall, it 
may -be included in a single ligature, which is drawn tight as 
the glandular tissue is divided. This proceeding tends to 
prevent the escape of colloid into the woimd. If the isthmus 
is very thick it may mechanically prevent the goitre from being 
turned over in the manner previously described. 

In such a case it may be impossible to reach the inferior 
thyroid artery satisfactorily, and the isthmus must then be 
divided at an earlier stage of the operation before search is 
made for the artery, 

I hiive never found the hsemorrhage from the substance of the 
isthmus to be serious. The principal vessels lie upon the surface 
immediately beneath the capsule. 

After the isthmus has been divided, the few remaining 
connections of the tumour may be severed and the tumour 
removed. 

In dividing the band of connective tissue that unites the gland 
to the cricoid cartilage, care must again be taken to avoid 
wounding the recurrent nerve which lies in close proximity. 

Indeed, at this, the final stage in the removal of the tumour, 
it is frequently a good plan to carry the knife a little outwards 
into the gland itself. By thus making the section a little 
outside the nerve and leaving a small portion of the gland 
and its capsule to protect it, the risk of wounding the nerve is 
still further obviated. 

The goitre having been removed, the treatment of the ex- 
tensive wound of the neck next demands attention. 

All hsemorrhage must be scrupulously arrested. It is espe- 
cially on the inner surface of the wound that several small bleeding 
points may be found to require ligature. 
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Any bits of blood-clot that may remain in the wound must 
be carefully removed by sponging. 

If perfect asepsis has been maintained throughout the operar 
tion, as it should have been, the wound requires no further 
cleansing than is afforded by gentle sponging with sterile saline 
solution, or by laying against it a sponge that has been wrung 
out of weak sublimate solution. Irrigation of the wound with 
strong solutions of carbolic acid or perchloride of mercury should 
be avoided as being unnecessary and harmful. It is aseptic 
rather than antiseptic treatment that is desired in the removal 
of a goitre. 

In order to preserve asepsis during the course of the operation 
it is desirable that as little as possible of the wound should be 
exposed at any one time. While the operator is working at any 
one part bf it his assistant should take care to cover the rest 
of it with layers of sterilised gauze. This not only keeps the 
wound clean but also checks htemorrhage from minute vessels. 

The dangers of sepsis in ah extensive wound involving the 
cellular tissue of the neck are too well known to require further 
mention. 

If the infra-hyoid muscles have been divided, the cut ends 
ai-e replaced and accurately united by fine buried sutures. A 
few points of suture may also be used to unite the cut edges of 
the platysma. 

It is generally advisable to drain the wound for twenty-four 
hours. This is best effected by laying in it a sterilised strip of 
gutta-percha tissue or gauze, or a draini^e-tube. 

In cases in which the asepticity of the wound is doubtful, as 
in some cases of suppurating goitre, the safest course to pursue 
is to pack the whole wound with strips of gauze. For such 
cases it has been recommended to cover the whole internal 
surface of the wound with a layer of iodoform gauze and then 
to place inside this, strips of gauze wrung out of some antiseptic 
solution. The latter must be changed daily, but the former 
may be left in for many days until it becomes loose and can be 
removed without difficulty. 

The edges of the skin wound must be accurately united by 
line sutures of silk or fishing gut. 

The wound is then covered with strip of antiseptic gauze 
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wrung out as dry as possible. Following the practice of Julliaaxl 
and others, I usually place outside the first layer of gauze one 
or more marine sponges at the sides of the neck. These tend 
to keep the surfaces of the wound in contact and also help to 
keep the trachea in place. 

Outside the gauze dressing a thick layer of cotton-wool must 



be placed. This should cover a !ai^ area, from the chin to the 
lower part of the sternum, and laterally as far as the shoulder on 
either side. 

It is important that the bandages should Ije applied so as 
to hx the head, neck, and shoulders, and thus keep the wound 
as quiet as possible. It has been recommended that strips of 
plaster of Paris be applied to the sides of the head and neck 
toensure rest to these parts. I have never adopted this plan. 
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I make a point, however, of always impressing upon the patient 
before the operation the gieat importance of keeping the head 
and neck as still as possible for the first two days after the 
operation. 

After the effects of the annesthetic have passed oft', unless 
collapse contraindicate this position, the patient should lie in 



■wdliiu ( V[u. 94), Bis dnys nl 



a semi- recumbent position, the head and shoulders being well 
propped up with pillows. Most patients after an operation for 
goitre are much more comfortable in this position than when 
kept lying down. 

A sandbag on either side of the head helps to steady it and 
keep it in position. 

The after-treatment of the case is usually simple. For several 
hours after the operation no food should be given ; then milk. 
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beef-tea, and other fluids may be given for a day or two, unti! 
the patient can swallow solid food without difficulty. 

Deglutition is usually somewhat painful for the first day or 
two. It is occasionally advisable, in bad cases, to feed a patient 
partly or wholly by the rectum for a few days. 

My patients are almost always allowed to get up on the 
second or third day after the operation, but occasionally bad 
cases are kept in bed a little longer than this, 

'The di-ainage-tube is always removed at the end of twenty- 
four hours, except in the few cases in which prim&ry union is 
not to be expected. 

The stitches should be removed on the third or fourth day 
after the opei-ation. By the end of a week the patient is usually 
completely well and able to return home. 



by Google 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

MODIFICATIONS OF EXTi R PAT ION—RESECTION— 
RESECTION-EXTIRPATION— AMPUTATION. 

Mihulicz"B reaoetion— Description— Keaults—Koclier's reseotiozL- 
extirpatiOtt^Coinpariaon of the two operationB — Advontages oyer 
other operations— Amputation. 

Hesection, — Mikulicz of Cracow has given the name of re- 
section to an operation which is particularly suitable for cases 
of parenchymatous goitre. The object of it is to remove the 
chiel' part of one or both lobes and to avoid any risk of wounding 
the recurrent nerves. At the same time enough thyroid tissue 
is left behind to carry on the functions of the gland. 

The following is Mikulicz's description of the operation as he 
performed it upon a boy of sixteen who had a large bilateral 
goitre causing much dyspnoea : * 

" I began the operation," he says, " intending to perform the 
ordinary one of removal of the left lobe, and hoping to be able to 
leave the right intact. In the course of the operation, however, 
it became evident that the right lobe lay partly behind the sternum, 
and would, if left, prove a source of danger to the patient. So in- 
stead of doing the usual extirpation, I resected this lobe in the 
following manner. First of all it was isolated as far as possible 
in the usual way with blunt instruments. The smaller blood 
vessels were tied with double catgut ligatures. I then tied the 
superior thyroid artery and vein in the ordinary manner at the 
summit of the lobe ; also the superficial vessels passing to the lower 
part of the gland. ! now, by means of short snips of the scissors, 
freed that portion of the tumour which was adherent to the front 
and side of the trachea, but took care not to go too far back, so as 
not to come into collision with the recurrent laryngeal nerve, 

• "TJeber die Hesektion dea KropteB nebat Bemerkungen ueber die Folgeau- 
Bl&nde der TolaleKstirpation der Schiiddrttge," CentralUatt f. Cliir., Dec lit, 
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Eventually the whole tumour was attached only to the angle 
between the trachea and lesophagus, where it covered the recurrent 
nerve and inferior thjT^id artery. This attached portion, the hilus 
of the gland, I treated like the short thick pedicle of an ovarian 
tumour. [ had already on previous occasions convinced myself 
that the parenchyma of the gland was extraordinarily tolerant of 
mechanical injury, and this knowledge led me without scruple to 
put a row of ligatures upon the gland substance Itself. While my 
assistant with his fingers compressed the vessels entering the hilus, 
I split the pedicle lengthwise with blunt scissors into several por- 
tions, seized each of these in a strong pair of pressure forceps and 
placed catgut ligatures in each of the clefts so formed. Then the 
goitrous mass was cut off with scissors, leaving a pedicle of 5-10 mm. 
(g-jinch) in length. The forceps squeezed out nearly all the 
glandular tissue, leaving in their grasp little but connective tissue. 
The result was that the catgut ligatures could easily and safely be 
placed round the separated portions of the pedicle. Not a drop of 
blood came away from the cut surfaces ; only here and there in tlie 
intervals was a little oozing ; this slight htemorrhage was easily 
stopped by the application <if a few ligatures. The remainder of 
the gland had now shrunk to a lump about as large as a chestnut, 
which lay in the angle between the trachea and oesophagus. 
Neither recurrent nerve nor inferior thyroid artery came into view 
on this side." 

The wound healed by first intention and the patient was dis- 
chai^ed ten days after the operation. Breathing was easy, the 
voice was weak but clear and the vocal cords were intact. Four 
months later the patient was seen again ; there was not the 
slightest trouble in breathing and the voice had regained its 
strength ; the neck was slender and presented no sign of 
swelling. At the time of the la-st report seven months after the 
operation, the condition of the patient was in every respect 
satisfactory. 

Besults of Mikulicz's Besection.— Trzebicky • has pub- 
lished details of twenty-three cases of Mikulicz's resection per- 
formed by Mikulicz or himself. The patients were nearly all 
young subjects, fifteen of the number being under twentv-five 
years of age. In all cases dy.spncea was present, in many it 
was very severe. 

• -Weitere ErfahriiiiB«u uIht din Rr-,i«ctii.ii i\<-x Knjiif.^s iiiicli Jlikiilii-x." 
Liiniteiibwk'rt Ai-rA. f. III. a. Cliir.. \MM. vr.l. xs.-Lvii. p. 4!IS. 
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In the first five cases, one lobe of the gland was completely 
removed, then the other was resected. 

Nine times resection of one lobe only was performed, nine 
times both lobes were simultaneously resected. 

ITie only fatal raise occurred among those in which both lobes 
were resected. 'I'he patient was a girl aged 16 ; after resection 
of the right lobe and during the separation of the left lobe an 
attack of severe dyspncea occurred which necessitated the per- 
formance of tracheotomy; the operation was hurriedly concluded 
and the wound packed with iodoform gauze. Two hours later 
severe recurrent haemorrhage took place from the right side of 
the wound, the bleeding could not be controlled and the patient 
died. At the post mortem, it was found that the ligature had 
slipped from the superior thyroid artery. 

Of the remaining twenty-two cases, in one tracheotomy had 
to be perfonned ; this necessarily prevented primary union in 
the wound, which nevertheless healed by second intention without 
any trouble. 

Twenty-one times the wound was closed and drained ; in only 
one of these did the wound fail to heal by primary union ; this was 
a case in which artificial respiration had to bt performed several 
times in the course of the operation. Perfect asepsis could not he 
maintained and in consequence, suppuration, with necrosis of the 
stump, took place, and recovery was delayed for about ten weeks. 

In the remaining twenty cases, with the exception of two in 
which a little superficial suppuration occurred, healing by first 
intention was perfect. In three casss, the otherwise normal 
convalest^nce was complicated by an attack of slight inflamma- 
tion of the lungs which however exerted no deleterious effect 
upon the healing of the wound. As regards the vocal cords in 
the twenty-two cured cases, they were intact both before and 
after the operation. In nine cases there was either marked or 
slight paralysis of the cords before operation ; in four of these 
the paralysis remained after operation ; in two cases it dis- 
appeared immediately after the operation, in two other cases, 
only after the lapse of a few months. In no case did the 
operation produce any deleterious effect upon the voice, or injury 
to a previously healthy vocal cord. 

As regards after-results, in three cases no information could 
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be obtained. The others were known to be in excellent health, 
in eight cases two to three and three-quarter years after the 
operation, in five cases one to two years, and in six cases six 
months to a year afterwards. 

The dyspnoea in all cases disappeared almost immediately 
after the operation and, so far as is known, did not return. In 
one case, an attack of suffocative dyspntea occuired immediately 
after the operation. In no case was there any report of a return 
of the goitre in that part of the gland which was left hehind, 
although many of the cases were examined personally, and in 
many others infonnation upon this point was obtained from the 
local doctor. 

In no case did any impairment of general health (cachexia 
strumipriva or tetany) follow the operation. Of the fourteen 
patients on whom the operation was performed on both sides, 
twelve are known to have remained in good health. 

Besection-extirpation. — This name has been given by 
Kocher* to an operation similar to that of Mikulicz. As the 
name implies, the operation is a combination of two operations. 
Kocher first isolates the lateral lobe of the gland as in extirpa- 
tion, tying the superior and inferior thyi-oid arteries and their 
corresponding veins. Then the isthmus is cut through at its 
thinnest part. TTie vessels at the upper and lower borders ai-e 
tied. Then a section is made through the gland from before 
backwards, beginnuig near the junction of the isthmus and 
lateral lobe and ending on the posterior surface of the gland 
outside the line of the recurrent laryngeal nerve. 

It should be borne in mind that the nerve is sometimes 
drawn out of its normal groove between the trachea and ceso- 
phagus and is stretched over the posterior surface of the gland. 
Care should therefore be taken, in making the section through 
the posterior surface of the gland, to keep well away from the 
nerve lest it be accidentally wounded. Kocher lays stress on 
the importance of making the section on the inner side of the 
upper horn well above the level of the cricoid cartilage, so as to 
avoid any possibility of wounding it. 

TTie whole of the mass external to the line of section is then 
removed and any bleeding vessels are tied. 

• CoFi-ei<ponde>i:blan f. trhtrr-i:. Apr:lp. Biisli". 1889, p. 38. 
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During the whole operation the isolated thyroid lobe lies in 
the operator's left hand so that even if the main arteries have 
not previously been tied, the bleeding can be canti'olled by 
digital compression, and ligatures are then required only for the 
cut surface of the stump. 

Comparing Mikulicz's with Kocher's operation, it will be seen 
that both agree in leaving intact that portion of the gland that 
lies nearest to the recun-ent nerve. Bat the latter sui^on 
avoids separating the gland from the surface of the trachea and 
especially refrains from tying up masses of thyroid tissue, a 
practice which he, quite rightly I think, strongly condemns. 
He says that not only does this practice tend to prevent that 
primary union which is all important, but that the application 
of the ligatures is apt to endanger the safety of the nerve. 
Such an accident may occur even when the greatest care is 
taken. With reference to this point Kocher says that fonnerly, 
when he had had less experience in removing goitres, he had 
sometimes, when attempting to remove one, been obliged on 
flccoimt of bleeding or dyspnoea to ligature the pedicle in one 
«r more masses, in order to cut short the operation. But he 
had noticed tolerably often that hoarseness, from paralysis of 
the vocal cord, was produced at the moment of applying the 
ligature. 

The chief advantages of resection and resection-extirpation 
«xe: 

(1) That they enable the operator to remove, when necessary, 
both lohes of a goitre and yet to leave behind suflicicnt gland 
tissue to carry on the function of the organ. 

(2) By leaving intact that portion of the gland which covers 
the recurrent ner\e, they lessen the risk of injuring that 
structure. 

The operation of I'esection -extirpation is the one which I 
myself now usually adopt when removing a parenchymatous 
goitre. I find it to be a very satisfactory operation. 

Amputation. — This is a tei'm used for an operation the 
indications for which are rarely present. It consists in simply 
cutting off, with knife or scissors, the projecting portion of 
the goitre. It is suitable only in some few cases in which the 
tumour forms a prominent more or less pedunculated mass. 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

TREATMENT BY INTRA-GLANDULAR ENUCLEATION 
AND ITS MODIFICATIONS. 

Intraglandtilar enoalestioQ : HiHtory— CasBH suHubio for — 
DeEicriptioriofoperntJini — Hieinoirhiifre —Suture of glnnd. Seasotion- 
enucleatioa.: Caseii suituble for — DeBfripttun — AdvnutuKiw mxl 
diwidvnotuirps. lotraoapsular enuclestioc- ** Bloodless" 
eaucleatioD. " Evidemect " : vofef suitahie for. 

Bv iutra-glandular eaucleation is meant the removal of 
a cystic or solid tumour from the interior of the thyroid gland, 
the sun'ounding glandular tissues being left intact. 

Enucleation of cysts appears to have been performed as long 
ago as 1840 by Porta of Pavia.* 

Billroth, too, more than thii-ty years ago practised a similar 
operation. 

More recently, enucleation of cysts was recommended and 
practised, with success, by JuUiard of Geneva and Kottmann of 
Soleure. Bni-chkardt of Stuttgart, Miiller of Tiibingen and 
many others have also written upon the subject of enucleation 
of cystic goitres. 

Solid tumours of the thyroid gland were, however, rarely 
treated in this way until Professor Socin of Basle, some twenty 
years ago, began to practise enucleation upon these also. Dr. 
Keser of Vevey contributed materially to our knowledge of the 
operation by the publication in 1887 of an excellent mono- 
gmph upon the subject. f He gave full details of thirty-seven 
enucleations perfoniied by Socin. Of these, seventeen were for 
cystic and twenty for solid tumours. 

In this country Mr. Charters Symonds, in 1889, brought the 

* -- Uflle tunlattie v dt-llf ()]ieriu<i(>iiL dtllii gliiiindolii tiruiiteii." Lnigi Porta, 
MilHn. 1H4U. 
t " L'^uuel^ntiiin on i'xtii']Hitii)u iiitni-f;liiii<lulnire <lu puitre {Hireiichyiiiateux," 
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subject prominently before our notice by publishing an excellent 
series of cases.* 

In the last few years the operation has been practised exten- 



Fio. »8.— shnH Ills ■ Transverse Boar low down lu tim uecu, oiio 

luentb after caucleatiuu ot h leh cfUtc luleuamB as large u a duck's 
OBE. TbclnmourliadaHisedcauBldfrabli^dyBpuceit, {Srr Appeiidlx. 
Cue M, p. >4«.) 

sively hy very many surgeons and its excellence thoroughly 
proved. 

The operation of enucleation depends for its feasibility upon 
the following facts : 

Many goitres consist, not of an enlargement of one or both 
lobes of the thyroid gland, but of a circumscribed tumour lying 
in more or less healthy gland tissue. Sometimes the tumour 
is a cyst, unilocular or multilocular ; sometimes it is solid, of an 
s and Adenoranlti trented hy Enuflwtion," 
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adenomatous nature, like the corresponding tumours which are 
found in the breast and other glandular organs. 

Of whatever nature, the tumour is surrounded by a well- 
marked capsule composed of connective-tissue, and of thyroid 
tissue altered and atrophied by pressure. 

It is owing to the existence of this capsule that enucleation 
can be performed, the tumour alone being shelled out without 
interference with the remainder of the gland. 

The nature of the capsule surrounding the goitrous tumour 
varies according to the size and position of the tumour. If the 
latter be small and deeply seated, it is surrounded by what is 
obviously, to the naked eye, thyroid tissue. If, on the other 
hand, the tumour be large and project much, it will pit)bably be 
covered on its superficial aspect by what appears, at first sight, 
to be merely connective tissue, but which is really a thin layer 
of thyroid tissue. Whether thick or thin, then, the capsule of 
the tumour is composed everywhere of thyroid tissue, the 
presence of which can easily be demonstrated by means of the 
microscope. 

It is very impoiiant that the distinction between the con- 
nective tissue capsule of the gland and the glandular capsule of 
the tumour proper, should be carefully borne in mind. 

The earlier stages of the operation, that is down to the 
exposure of the thyroid gland, are the same as in extirpation 
already described. 

An incision is now made through the capsule of the gland 
and thi-ough the gland itself, until the surface of the tumour 
has been reached. 

Any large vessels that may he seen on the surface of the 
gland may be clamped before this incision is made, or they may, 
perhaps, to some extent be avoided by placing the incision in a 
part where the vessels are least conspicuous. As a rule, the 
incision should be made dii-ectly over the most prominent part 
of the tumour without much attention to the vessels. 

If the capsule of the tumour be veiy thin and transparent, as 
is often the case, it may be closely adherent to the eapsule of 
the gland and the two may appear to form but a single layer, 
which may be closely adherent to the tumour itself. As it is 
very important that the surface of the tumour be distinctly 
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recognised, it is sometimes advisable to begin the incision somewhat 
higher up, where the glandular layer is thicker and more easily 
distinguished by its reddish colour from the subjacent tumour. 
The tumour itself is most easily recognised by its colour, which 
is almost invariably different from that of the healthy gland. 
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It c'oiiuiiis a Cystic Adanoma, 
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• See Roj-al Prev H» 
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It is generally of a dark blueish hue from the presence of 
blood-stained fluid within it ; it is frequently of a light yellowish 
colour, especially if the tumour be old and have thick walls. It 
is only in the case of soft, very vascular, solid adenomata that 
the colour of the tumour at all I'esembles that of the healthy 
gland. 

• Published in the Bnl. AM. /„«>■«., July 7. 11IU0. 
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The operator must cut boldly through the gland until the 
surface of the tumour has been clearly defined. He must be-, 
careful, however, not to cut into the tumour itself, and thus 
miss the proper layer Iietween tumour and gland, in which 
alone enucleation can be properly performed. 

As soon as the tumour has been reached, the knife is laid aside 
and the tumour shelled out of its bed with fingers oi- with a 
blunt instrument, such as a goitre scoop (see Fig. 98). In the 





absence of a better instrument, the handle of a scalpel or a 
closed pair of curved, blunt pointed scissors, will do very well 
for the enucleation. 

Some operators think it desirable to remove the tumour in an 
unbroken condition. I attach, however, but little importance 
to this. If the tumour is soft and contains fluid, as is very 
often the case, it is very liable to be ruptui-ed during the 
removal. In the case of a tumour which is suspected to contain 
fluid, I often begin by plunging a knife or some blunt instru- 
ment into the interior to let out this fluid. Through the 
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opening thus made I put the left forefinger and thus grasping 
the wall of the tumour hetween the finger and thumb, draw it 
forwaixls and effect the rest of the enucleation by peeling the 
gland away from the tumour with a pair of dissecting forceps 
held in the. right hand. 

Or the wall of the tumour may be grasped with bi-oad forceps 
instead of with the finger and thumb. 

In many cases of soft solid tumours and in some cysts, the 
wall is so thin that it tears readily when traction is made upon 
it. In these cases it is best to place several pairs of forceps on 
the cut edges, so as not to exert too much traction upon any 
one point. 

The preliminary evacuation of the contents of the tumour, 
by diminishing its size, often enables the operator to draw the 
tumour well forwards o'lt of the wound through a comparatively 
small incision. I have often, by adopting this raanceuvre, 
succeeded in removing large cystic and even solid tumours 
through skin incisions considerably shorter than the diameter of 
the tumour itself. It must be remembered, however, that inter- 
ference with the interior of the tumour often causes smart 
hEeniorrhage, and that no attempt can be made to control this 
ha;morrhage until the tumour has been removed. Before 
attempting to enucleate a tumour through a small incision, the 
operator should feel certain that the tumour will permit of rapid 
aud easy enucleation ; otherwise he may get into serious trouble 
with the hiemorrhage. 

In perfoi-ming the enucleation, whether by finger, scoop, or 
forceps, the operator must be careful to keep always close to the 
external surface of the tumour, and not to let the point of his 
instrument wander through the gland tissue into the tissues 
outside the gland. This is easily done if the gland be much 
atrophied and form only a thin layer over the tumour. 

Directly the tumour has been removed attention must be 
directed to the hffimonhage, which is often profuse during the 
few moments occupied by the actual enucleation. A sponge 
should be placed in the cavity formerly occupied by the tumour 
and the whole cavity drawn forwards, either by means of the 
forceps previously placed on the cut edges, oi- by foi^ceps applied 
to the inner suiface of the posterior wall. It is often a good 
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plan to evert the bottom of the cavity by pushing its posterior 
wall forwards from behind by fingers placed outside the gland, 
or even in the posterior triangle of the neck. The hiemorrhage 
is thus kept well under control, while the bleeding vessels are 
picked up one after another and securely tied. 

It is of the greatest importance that all hctmorrhage should be 
completely arrested before the wound- is closed. If oozing be 
allowed to take place into the wound primary union is prevented 
and serious trouble may follow. 

When the wound is quite clean and free from blood it must 
be closed. This is best effected by three layers of fine sutures, 
one in the gland, one in the muscles, and a thii-d in the skin. 
The sutures in the gland should Iw passed transversely in and 
out several times through the wall of the cavity, so as to 
obliterate as far as possible the space in which the tumour lay, 
and thus prevent the accumulation of blood within it. The 
layer of gland forming the wall of the cavity may be very thin, 
and care must therefore be taken not to transfix or include iti 
the suture any of the structui-es lying immediately outside it, 
especially the internal jugular vein and the recurrent laryngeal 
nerve. The subsequent steps of the operation are the same as 
in extirpation. If the cavity to be closed is small and the 
wound is a perfectly clean one, drainage need not be employed. 
If the cavity is large, drainage for twenty-four houi-s is 
advisable. 

The after treatment of the case differs m no essential point 
from that of extirpation. 

Modifications of Enucleation. Resection- enuclea- 
tion. — The most important modification of enucleation, and one 
which I frequently employ, is that which has been described by 
Kocher under the name of resect ion -enucleation. Just as 
resection -ex tiipation is an extirpation in which the inner and 
l)ack part of the lobe is left intact, so is resection-en ucleation an 
enucleation which leaves behind this portion of the lobe but 
removes all the rest. It is suitable, of course, only for encap- 
suled tumours, and is most useful in cases of very large tumours. 
The enucleation of a very large thyroid tumour, if performed in 
the ordinary manner, may involve considerable hsemoirhage 
from the surface of the vast cavity in which the tumour lay. 
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Moreover, a very large tumour has in its growth so compressed 
the gland tissue lying over it, that the latter is functionally well 
nigh useless. In resection -enucleation a large portion of this 
thinned glandular capsule is removed with the tumour. The 
latter is enucleated only from its connections at the inner and 



back part. Reference to Figs. 106 and 107 will make the steps 
of the operation clear. 

A vertical incision is made along the line aa* on the front 
and inner part of the tumour. Enucleation is then performed 
on the inner side only of the tumour. When the posterior wall 
ot' the tumour has been reached the glandular capsule is again 
cut through, at a point well external to the recurrent laryngeal 
* I usually uiake this iDciHion a little further oiitwnrii? thttti U ^liown in thr 
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nerve. The tumour, with all the rest of its glandulai* capsule 



a. 106— Diai,'niniinsUc horiiontal aoctioii thraHirli tht lliyroid Klsncl. tracliKii, 
iE«op1ui^if.anarecuiTciit DerTi!,to iiiuBtrnti^Raseotion-BnuoIention- 
The li^lit lolK ol Ihv Eland Is occupied bj nil euvapitiilLil tumonr n-hloh b 
embedded in s Ihili !».rcr or cspirali.' of glniid tisane l_c). At a la seen the 
pliiei.- oil tbe front ol tbv ^lind n-licre Iliit ulnud capaulv Hhould be eat 
verticHll}-. At 6 ia the cam-spondin^ place wlierc the g-laud la ciic pox- 
leriorl)-. Along the Hue aJJ the Burface of [hetiiunnirhaa to lie aepsrated 
from the healthy gtand tisane on Its luiior nidi'. The rest of the irlandntar 
diHiile acb in removed tvitb the tiimonr. ( .Vf ler Koehcr. ) 



FlO. 107.— Front view of ■f,'Oltn-slnillBrtoihi[ of Fig-. 1»«. Thei-enicil line 
aa ahon-B the poaltlaa of tiie Incision tlirou^h the suterlor part of the 
({laud capaiile. 'Die dotted liae bb rluiva the line of Ineixion throuM-U thu 

removnl. the lueMons are miide aloiii,' tlie IIiilv aat in front mid fbh 



still attached to it, is then removed. Various thyroid vessels 
have to be ligatured in the coui-se of the operation, as is done in 
extirpation. 
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The operation may be variously modified according as the 
tumour lies at the upper or lower part of the gland (see Fig. 107), 
hhe object always being to leave behind healthy gland tissue and 
to remove the tumour and the atrophied glandular tissue lying 
in immediate contact with it. After removal of the tumour I 
frequently unite with a few points of suture the anterior and 
posterior edges (aa, bb) of the remaining gland. This tends to 
diminish still further the size of the wound. Resection -enucle- 
ation, when compai-ed with simple enucleation, has therefore 
the advantages that : 

(1) It lessens the severe haemorrhage that often occurs in the 
separation of the tumour from its capsule. 

(2) The capsule of functionally useless gland tissue is not left 
in the wound. Thus the very deep sutures necessary to bring 
the sides of this c-apsule into contact to secure primary union 
may be avoided. 

On the other hand, the cellular tissue of the neck is opened 
up more freely in resection-enucleation than in enucleation, 

Intra-capsular Enucleation (Julliai-d). — Julliard of 
Geneva* has ad vocated a method of removing goitres which, in his 
hands, appears to have pi-oved very successful. Instead of keeping 
outside the capsule as Kocher does in his operation of extirpa- 
tion, Julliard removes the tumour from within the capsule. 
Tliis pi-oceeding must not however be confounded with Socin's 
enucleation. Socin removes the goitrous tumour from within 
its glandular capsule, that is the capsule formed by thyroid 
tissue. Julliai'd's operation is really not a true enucleation but 
a variety of extirpation, the tumour being however removed 
from within its capsule. 

For my own part I cannot but think that JuUiard's operation 
is inferior to Socin's on the one hand and to Kocher's on the other. 
Inferior to Socin's in that it removes not merely the tumour but 
also surrounding tissues : inferior to Kocher's, because by opening 
the capsule, hseinorrhage is produced which might have been 
avoided by keeping outside the capsule. 

" Bloodless " Enucleation (Bose). — Bose of Giessenf has 

• " Trente et une eitirpatinns de KO't"^*" li^f- lie C'lih:, Fari?, 1883, iii. .$85. 
t '" Die kuHBtliuhe Blutleere bei AuJ^schilliing vou Kroptkuoteu," Ce^ralbl. f. 
dtir., 1S89, xvi. p. 1, 
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devised a so-called " bloodless method of performing enucleation." 
It is intended to facilitate enucleation by enabling the operator 
to see more clearly the limits between healthy and diseased 
thyroid tissue. He isolates one lobe of the gland sufficiently to 
enable it to he raised up from its bed. The amount of blood in 
it quickly diminishes as is the case when one of the limbs is held 
in the vertical position for a few minutes. An elastic ligature 
is then passed round the tumour at a point a little lieyond its 
widest part and then fastened. A piece of ordinai-y rubber 
drainage tubing is used for this purpose. 

The gland thus emptied of much of its blood can then be 
incised and the tumour or tumours dissected out without 
difficulty. The elastic ligature also assists by squeezing the 
tumours out towai'ds the wound. TTie bleeding which occiu-s 
after the ligature has been relaxed is said to be but trifling. 
Bose's method is of course not applicable to cases in which the 
goitre is deeply seated and fixed. The whole proceeding seems 
to be somewhat rough and unsurgical and is open to the serious 
objection that it involves far more disturbance of the gland and 
more opening up of the cellular tissue of the neck than in the 
ordinary enucleation. I have myself never employed this method 
of enucleation. 

£!videment. — Under the name of h*idement {evacuatio 
struma) Kocher has described a proceeding which differs slightly 
from enucleation. 

In the latter operation the capsule only is at first divided, the 
tumour being then isolated and removed. 

In evacuation, the tumour itself is " cut across in its whole 
thickness, the two halves being then extracted by means of 
fingers and sharp spoons." 

This operation is however of only limited applicability. 
Accoi-ding to the originator of it, it may on account of its 
simplicity be employed with advantage in : (1) Isolated small or 
lai'ge tumoui-s of soft consistence, lying in comparatively healthy 
gland tissue ; (2) Large tumours lying in goitres not freely 
movable, even though the goitres may contain numerous 
other nodules, a condition which, had the goitre been 
movable, would have demanded extirpation; in order to 
justify the perfonnance of evacuation, however, the tumour 
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must be soft and have numerous vascular connections with 
surrounding parts. 

I have myself employed this method in a few cases. These 
have been chiefly cases of very soft adenoma in which owing to 
the friabihty of the tumour simple enucleation would have been 
difficult. (See cases 72 and 80 on p. 348.) 
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CHAPTER XX. 

COMPLICATIONS OF OPERATIONS FOR REMOVAL 
OF NON-MALIGNANT GOITRE. 

I. Aooldents ooourrln^ during tlie opsratiOD : Sudden 
death — Chusks of — Cases — Imporlimcf of avoiding tracheotomy, if 
]>OBBible — Primary hwrnorrhage in eitirpalion. in miucleatioii — Injury 
to nerves — Recurrent laryngeal nerve, syinpnthetic, vagus — Injury to 
trachea, pleura, pharynx and cesoph&gus. II. OompIioatlOllB 
occurring shortly after the operation : Secondary hemor- 
rhage — Recurrent hieuiorrhage — Sepsis — Treatment of — Rapid pulse 
with restlessness — Causi^s of — Late compression of recurrent nei-ve by 
scar^Tetany. 

These may conveniently be divided into the following groups : 
L Accidents occurring during the operation, 

II. Complications occurring shortly after the opei-ation. 

III. Remote complications. 

I. Accidents occiarring during the Operation. — 

These are generally caused by dyspnoea, by the antesthetic, or 
by injury of blood-vessels, nerves or other important structures 
in close proximity to the goitre. 

Sudden death during the operation is the most serious of 
these accidents. It occui-s almost exclusively in cases in which 
severe dyspnoea is present before the operation has been begun, 
or in which there is a history of severe paroxysmal attacks of 
dyspnoea. Many such cases have been i-ecorded and many others 
remain unrecorded. This calamity is due usually either to the 
administration of an anaesthetic in an unsuitable case, to the 
severity of the dyspnoea or to syncope. Very severe dyspnoea 
may have been present before the operation and may lead to 
death before .the operator has had time to give any relief ; or 
dyspnoea may be suddenly induced by undue traction or pi-essure 
upon the trachea during the course of the operation ; or may be 
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caused by spasm of the glottis from irritation of the recurrent 
laryngeal nerves (a rare cause). Finally dyspnoea may be due 
to syncope caused by irritation of the vagus or its cardiac 
branches, acting perhaps upon a heart already much damaged 
by prolonged respiratorv^ distress. 

Sometimes death occurs at the very beginning of the operation 
immediately after the first incision through the skin has been 
made. Julliard records a case of this kind. The patient was a 
man aged S6 with severe dyspnoea. I have recorded * a similar 
case which unfortunately occurred to myself many years ago. 
The patient was an elderly woman who had had a large goitre 
for many years. In the last few months it had given her much 
more trouble and she had had many severe attacks of dyspnoea. 
An attack which occurred just before I first saw the patient wa,s 
so severe that her medical attendants who witne.ssed it told me 
that they did not expect she would have survived it. An 
operation for the removal of the goitre was undertaken. 
C'hloroforni was administered and the usual oblique incision bad 
just been made when breathing suddenly stopped. Tracheotomy 
was immediately performed and artificial respiration kept up for 
some time, but without avail. I have no doubt now that it 
would have been better to have done this operation without 
chloroform, using only a local anaesthetic. The only other case 
of death during a goitre operation that has occurred to 
myself was that of a woman aged 43 who had a parenchyma- 
tous goitre and had had severe paroxysms of dyspnoea. Chloro- 
form was administered and the superior thyroid vessels and 
middle thyroid veins had been tied and divided. The tumour 
was being lifted up out of its bed prepai-atory to tying the 
inferior thyi-oid artery when the patient suddenly died, twelve 
minutes after the beginning of the operation. In both these 
cases the chloroform ists, although anaesthetists of considerable 
experience, had, I believe, never before given an ana?fithetic for 
a goitre opei-ation. Both cases were among my earliest opera- 
tions. 

The following case, of which I was a witness, although taking 
no part in the operation, occurred at St. Bartholomew's Hospital 

• " Lectures on Goitre iit the Ho)-aI <.'olle(re of Surgeons," Brit. Mnl. Jimru. . 
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in 1896 : " A woman aged S6 had Iiad for four years a swelling 
of the thyroid with some dyspncea, especially at night. She 
was a healthy young woman with a cystic adenoma as large as a 
hen's egg at the lower pai-t of the right thyroid lobe. When 
quiet she had no stridor, but after exertion or on taking a deep 
breath the tumour descended behind the sternum and caused 
audible stridor. When the tumour was in the latter situation 
it was no longer visible. Intra-glandular enucleation was per- 
formed; the operation lasted only a few minutes, but in the 
course of it the patient stopped breathing and could not be 
brought round again, in spite of tracheotomy and other efforts 
to restore her. The cessation of respiration occurred just at 
the moment when the tumour was being enucleated with the 
finger." * 

In Kivff^x College Hospital Repwts f is a brief account of a 
similar death during the removal of a fibro-adenoma from a 
female patient, " I'he death was due to sudden dyspnoea owing 
to the pressure of the gi-owth during the operation," 

The knowledge of these cases and of a good many othei-s, 
some published and some communicated privately to me, have 
led me to take a somewhat serious view of the question of a 
general anaesthetic in cases where there is much dyspncea. I 
believe that when dyspncea is severe there may be grave danger 
in the administration of a general anassthetic, especially if the 
administrator is not thoroughly familiar with goitre operations. 
Whenever possible I prefer either to have a skilled anjesthetist 
thoroughly familiar with these operations, or in some cases of 
bad dyspncea to dispense altogether with general anaesthesia, 
using only cocaine, eucaine, or morphia. 

The danger of the supervention of sudden dyspna?a or syncope 
appears to be specially great just at the moment when the 
tumour is being lifted up or turned over. It is at this time 
that the flattened and narrowed trachea is most likely to be 
still further compressed. It is well, therefore, that, at this 
stage of the operation, both operator and anKsthetist should 
pay especial attention to the respiration and circulation. 

If the dyspncea becomes very urgent, tracheotomy may become 

• St. Barf, llosp. Rfji-i., xxsiii. 1897, appendix ii. p. U'l. 
+ Vol. ii. 1894-5. 



by Google 



29« THE THYROID GLAND. 

impemtive. But it is very rarely accessary, and it should be 
reineinbei'ed that the performance ^'tracheotomy greatly increases 
the danger of the operation, since the all -important primary 
union is thereby necessarily prevented. 

It is obvious that in some cases in which the operation is 
unusually severe and pi'olonged, or in which the patient's general 
condition is very bad, death may occur from shock, dyspnoea, 
or haemorrhage before or very soon after the conclusion of the 
operation. 

The danger is naturally gi-eater if the goitre be of enormous 
size, or very fixed, or if the patient be very old. The following 
case is an esaniple of what may occur when the operation is 
postponed until the patient is in extremis. It has been kindly 
communicated to me by Mr. Stanley Boyd, who was present at 
the operation, although he was not himself the operator : 

The patient was a middle-aged lady who had had a large bilateral 
goitre for many years. In the last ten years she had been under 
the care of a physician who had from time to time injected tincture 
of iodine without, however, causing any decrease in the size of the 
tumour. 

Breathing had for some years been getting gradually worse, and 
there had been much stridor for a year or more. In the autumn 
of ISi^O she had an attack of bronchitis, and her condition rapidly 
became extremely serious. It was then recommended by the 
injector of iodine that one half of the gland should be removed, 
and a well-known London surgeon, now deceased, was asked to go 
down into the country to perform the operation. 

The patient was found sitting up in bed with a Uvid face, gasping 
for breath. Loud stridor was present, and it was obvious that the 
trachea was greatly compressed by the goitre. 

It seemed evident that unless something was speedily done to 
relieve the dyspntea, the patient would certainly die very soon. 

The extreme gravity of the case having been explained to the 
pntient's friends, and it being their wish that the attempt, however 
hazardous, should be made to save her life, extirpation of the goitre 
was begun. The difficulties of the operation were, however, so 
great, and the dyspntea became so severe, that tracheotomy seemed 
imperative. A deep incision was therefore made through the very 
broad isthmus down to the trachea, which was found to be so much 
compressed that its walls were almost in contact Tracheotomy 
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and artificial respiration were performed, but in vain. The unfor- 
tunate patient gave a few gasps and expired. 

Primary Hssmorrhagro may prove to be a serious com- 
plication, if the operation be a very lung and tedious one, nr if 
the goitre be very large. In extirpoiion, haemorrhage ought never 
to be severe, if sufficient care be taken to tie or clamp all the 
principal vessels before they are cut. Tlie surgeon who operates 
by cuttin£r freely, and then picking up and tying the vessels 
that bleed, will cause a great deal of unnecessary loss of blood, 
and often seriously endanger the life of his patient. It cannot 
be too strongly insisted upon that in this operation every vessel 
of importance 'inust betted or clamped he/ore it is divided. In 
, this way even large and very vascular goitres may be removed 
with the loss of less than an ounce of blood. A knowledge of 
the exact position in which the principal vessels are to be found, 
is. of course, of much importance. 

With eiiackation the case js, of course, different. ITie tumour 
is in this operation generally enucleated rapidly, without regard 
to the vessels. The hjemorrhage is often considerable for a few 
moments. But by rapidly removing the tumour antl then 
tlrawing forward the bottom of the wound, control of the bleed- 
ing points is soon obtained, and the hiemon'hage arrested. It 
should be borne in mind that if the tumour to be enucleated is 
very large, and especially if it be solid, a very considerable 
amount of blood may be lost in a very few minutes. If it 
seems likely that an enucleation would be attended with great 
loss of blood, it may be better to perform an extirpation rather 
than to attempt enucleation. With regard to haemorrhage in 
enucleation operations, Bruns, speaking ot 200 enucleations 
jiertbrmed by him, says that " in seventy per cent, the bleeding 
was unimportant, in twenty per cent, considerable, and in ten 
per cent really profuse, so that many times the enucleation had 
to be abandoned altogether." • My own experience of enuclea- 
tion operations is more favourable, as I have but rarely met 
with htemorrhage that could be described as really profase. I 
have never had to abandon an enucleation on account of haemor- 
rhage. On one occasion only (in 1890) did I begin an enucleation 
• Vei-k. il. ilenlnrfi. Gnflhrh. f. C%h:. Berlin. IS'JH, xsv. pt. ii. p. »7. 
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and then, finding that the tumour was not sufficiently cncapsuled, 
perform an extii-pation instead. On one single occasion only 
have I had to pack the wound with gauze on account of hsemor- 
rhage and this was one of my earlier operations, performed 
when I had had but little practical experience ; the patient 
made a good but somewhat tedious recovery. 

Hsemorrhage from veins is more to be feared than hsemorrhage 
^m arteries. The former are often greatly dilated and their 
walls may be so thin that they tear very i-eadlly. The applica- 
tion, even of a ligature, may sometimes lead to the vein being 
cut through by it. 

A Swiss surgeon has related to me that, on one occasion, 
when removing a deep-seated goitre, he was unfortunate enough 
to tear a large hole in one of the innominate veins. Blood 
poured out, the luemorrhage could not be controlled, and the 
patient died on the table. 

Veins, even large veins, may be so pressed upon by the goitre 
that they are emptied of their blood. They may then resemble 
bits of fascia, and the operator may easilv tear them across if 
he is not very careful. The torn end of a vein may retract 
into the cellular tissue of the neck or mediastinum. It may 
then be very difficult to secure the bleeding vein. The blood 
exti-avasated into the cellular tissue renders recognition of the 
various structures difficult, and the operator may be seriously 
embarrassed. Such accidents, however, may with ordinary cai-e 
be avoided. 

Primary haemorrhage in a goitre operation is not, at the 
present day, very greatly to be feared, pi-ovided that due care 
be taken to avoid it. At the same time it must he remembered 
that any goitre operation, whether extirpation or enucleation, 
if carelessly or improperly performed, may be attended by great 
and even fatal loss of blood. 

Injury to Nerves. — Wound of the reourrent laryngeal 
nerve is an important and serious complication of the operation 
of extirpation, although it cannot occur in a well executed 
enucleation. Although I have never yet had the misfortune 
to cut this nerve in any operation for goitre, yet several cases 
have come under my notice in which the nerve has been cut by 
others. As the nerve lies in contact with the goitre at its inner 
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and back part, it will readily be understood that unless con- 
siderable care be taken when dissecting in this region section of 
the nerve may easily occur. This danger, in most cases, can, 
without difficulty, be avoided by keeping close to the surface 
of the goitre. Sometimes it is advisable to dissect out the nerve 
and hold it aside, but it is better, if possible, not to expose it 
at all. It should be remembered that the nerve is occasionally 
displaced from its normal groove between trachea and cesophagus, 
and may lie spread out upon the posterior surface of the gland 
even as much as half an inch outside its normal position. When 
in this abnormal situation it runs much risk of being wounded. 

Section of the nerve leads, of course, to paralysis of the 
corresponding vocal cord and consequent alteration of voice. 

I have once seen an unfortunate patient whose recurrent 
nerves had been wounded on both sides of the neck. 

The patient was a man aged 32, admitted to St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital on account of severe dyspnea. Four years previously a 
large parenchymatous goitre, which had lasted for at least thirteen 
years, had been removed at a hospital in the country. Dyspntea 
and dysphonia were the immediate result of the operation. The 
latter was permanent. The former was at times so bad that even- 
tually tracheotomy was performed. Subsequently the larynx was 
laid open, and the paralysed vocal cords were cut away. The 
wounds were then allowed to heal, but dyspniea again returned, 
and for this he came to the hospital. Tracheotomy was again 
performed, and subsequently all the old scar tissue within the 
larynx was freely removed, after the latter had again been split 
open. The tracheotomy tube was worn for sixteen days, and then 
discontinued. The patient made a good recovery from this opera- 
tion, and left the hospital six weeks later with a false glottis of fair 

Short of actual section of the nerve, it may be damaged 
during the operation by undue traction, by clamping with 
forceps, or by inclusion in a ligature. Washing out the wound 
with sti'ong antiseptic lotions has pixibably in some cases been 
the cause of transient paiulysis of a vocal cord. 

• St. Bart. Hutp. Heps. vol. xiiiii., 1897, p. 179. I was Bubaequtntly 
informed that shortly after leaving the hospitui the dyspnoea returned and 
tracheotomy was performed for the third time. 
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Wound of the cerrioal sympathetio nerve has been recorded 
a few times. 

It ia most likely to occur when the main trunk of the inferior 
thyroid artery is being tied. 

In several of Rydygier's cases (see p. 242) the sympathetic 
was injured. 

Wound of the vagus is a i-are accident. Bramwell * records 
one case of the kind. After death the nerve was found to have 
been included in a ligature. 

Another case in which the nerve was cut occurred at a 
provincial hospital in England and has been reported privately 
to me. The patient died. 

Even the hypoglossal nerve has been wounded on at least 
one occasion. -f 

Injury to the trachea. — This in fortunately a rare accident. 
Eiebrecht records four cases in which it occurred. A fifth case 
has been communicated to me privately by a surgeon who was 
present at the opei-ation. A considerable portion of the trachea 
was removed with the goitre. The patient died soon afterwards. 
BerardJ mentions another case which occurred to Billroth. 
This accident can scarcely occur except from gross carelessness, 
or from want of knowledge of the anatomy of the parts. 

A goitre is closely connected with the trachea and often very 
firmly adherent to it. Frequently a careful dissection is i-e- 
quired to separate thess stractures. Again, the trachea is often 
much displaced, and niny ne more or less surrounded by the 
goitre, in such a manner that the operator, if inexperienced, 
may suddenly meet with the trachea quite unexpectedly. 
If the goitre be hard and the trachea soft and flattened, 
wound of the latter may thus sometimes occur. 

In Guy's Hospital Museum is a specimen which is thus 
described in the museum catalogue; 

No. 137. — A trachea with an enlarged thyroid gland, of which 
the right lobe has been removed by operation. There is an oval 
perforation of the trachea situated one and a half inches below the 

■ Brit. Mfil. Jtmi-a. IWtU. 

+ MutiM iillmli-« to a cmw in wliji^h tills netident otdirred. J\>/r Orlmiu 
Med. >i»d Sarg. JoUFu. IHKll, p. «H.i. 
t ■■ThfTapi'iitiipie ChirtirRienle dii Goitre," Puris. 1B97, \i. 20. 
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glottis, which was produced by the pressure of the end of a clamp. 
Mary W., eel. 17, was admitted under Mr. H., for an enlarged 
thyroid gUnd. The right lobe was removed, and a clamp applied 
to the pedicle. The patient died on the seventh day after the 
operation, from acute bronchitis. 

The appIicatioD of a clamp to a thyroid pedicle is not, 
however, to be recommended. Berard" mentions a curious case 
of Poncet'a. In the course of the operation tracheotomy was 
performed on account of urgent dyspnoea ; the canula was 
pushed through the posterior wall of the trachea into the 
oesophagus, and the jmtient succumbed. 

Injury to the Pleura. — The lower horn of a goitre descending 
towards the thorax is frequently in contact with the pleura. 
In removing this part of a goitre it is possible to wound the 
pleura. This serious accident is, however, not likely to occur 
unless inflammation or malignant disease have caused adhesions. 

Liebrecht records an early case of Nussbaum's in which one 
lobe of the goitre was adherent to the pleura. In effecting its 
detachment pneumothorax was prodi^ed and the patient 
died. 

The only case that has occurred in this country, so far as 
I know, is an unpublished one, of which notes have been sent 
to me privately. The patient died very soon after the removal 
of the goitre, and at the autopsy one pleural cavity was found 
to be full of air. Doubtless there had been a wound of the 
pleui-a, although my informant tells me that the actual opening 
was not detected. 

There are many museum specimens of malignant disease of 
the thyroid which show involvement of the pleura in the morbid 
growth. 

In both the above-mentioned cases death resulted fivim the 
pneumothorax that was produced. Yet it is quite possible that 
a wound of the pleura might be caused and the patient never- 
theless survive. 

Some twenty years ago I was myself a witness of a puncturt; 
of the pleui-a in an operation for ligature of the subclavian 
artery. Although alarming symptoms at once manifested them- 
selves, the patient nevertheless eventually i-ecovered. 

■• Op. rif. p. 22li. 
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Injury to the Pharynx and GIsopIiagus. — Berard* mentions 
a case communicated by Roux, in 1894, to the French 
Congress of Surgeons. Old inflammation of the goitre had so 
altered the wall of the pharynx that the latter was accidentally 
opened. 

A case that occurred at Charing Cross Hospital a few years 
ago was that of a hydatid of the thyroid. During the operation 
for its removal the oesophagus was opened. The wound was 
sutured. Both these patients recovered. 

Collapse of the trachea is a serious complication that occurs 
occasionally in very bad cases. The trachea, which has been 
greatly flattened and has lost its resiliency, may, after removal 
of the goitre, fail to expand: Its walls become sucked together 
by the movements of i-espiration, and death may ensue suddenly 
during or soon after the operation. This complication is 
fortunately very rare; in most cases the trachea quickly or 
gradually expands when the pressure of the goitre has much 
removed. Attempts have occasionally been made to separate 
the flaccid walls of the trachea by passing a suture through its 
walls on either side and tying these sutures across the front of 
the ti-achea. The results obtained, however, are not altogether 
satisfactory ; it may be necessary to perform tracheotomy if the 
collapse of the trachea is extreme and suffocation is imminent. 
Tracheotomy should, however, if possible be avoided, on account 
of the grave risk of sepsis which it entails. 

II. Complications occurring: shortly after the 
Operation. 

Secondary hcemorrhage, once a serious danger of thyroid 
operations, has now, since the introduction of aseptic methods 
of treating wounds, become almost a thing of the past. 
Liebrecht, writing of the operations performed before 1883, 
mentions no less than thirty-one cases in which this serious 
complication occurred. At the present time it is to be feared 
only in some few cases of operation for malignant disease of the 
thyroid, for suppurating goitre and in the rare cases in which 
serious sepsis follows extirpation of an innocent goitre. 

I have never seen secondary tuemorrhage after any thyroid 
operation. 

• Ojn nit. p. 238. 
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Beonrrent heemoTTlii^;e is, however, a real and sometimes a 
swious danger. From an artery it is rare, although it may 
sometimes occur from the slipping of a ligature which has been 
insecurely applied. 

It need scarcely be said that the greatest care should alwaj-s 
be taken to tie all the arteries fii-mly and with a sufficiently 
stout ligature. 

Recurrent heemoirhage irom veins is more common than from 
ai'terics, because it is more easy at the time of operation to 
overlook a wound of a vein than one of an artery. 

It is especially after enucleations that recurrent haemorrhage 
is apt to occur. A wounded vein may, while the patient is 
under the antesthetic, give rise to no haemorrhage. But sub- 
sequently, especially during the cou^ing or vomiting that may 
follow the operation, the temporarily closed mouth of the vein 
may re-open and allow of serious hemorrhage. 

Troublesome recunent hemorrhage may occur, too, in the 
form of a general oozing from numerous small vessels. 

It has already been mentioned that it is of the utmost import- 
ance to see that all bleeding has been completely arrested before 
the wound is closed. 

Sometimes, especially after enucleation of a large goitre, it 
is well to let the patient recover partially from the anaesthetic 
before the wound is closed. The straining that attends efforts 
at vomiting thus tests the efficiency of the hsemostasis. 

Some years ago I was watching the performance of a large 
goitre operation. The opei-ation had been successfully accom- 
plished, all bleeding had apparently been arrested, and the last 
sutures were being inserted. The patient then began to retch. 
Suddenly blood poured out from between the stitches ail along 
the wound. This was rapidly opened, and it was then found 
that a large vein at the root of the neck had escaped ligature. 
Until the patient began to retch it had lain collapsed and did 
not bleed. The vein was tied, and no harm ensued. But had 
this accident occun-ed an hour or two later, alter the patient 
had returned to bed, the result might have been very different. 

Dr. A. H. Corley* has recoi'ded in full an interesting case of 
a very large thyroid tumour removed by " rapid enucleation 

• Truii:!. Hoij. .tr'i'/. i-f -tferf. til Ireland, Dublin, IHS'J, vii. 16'J-17.'i. 
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with the finger and director.'' After the sutures had been 
inserted, and the patient was ahout to be transferred to bed, 
"a sudden, most alarming gush of haemorrhage took plact^; 
the blood welled up in dark streams between all the points of 
suture, the patient's face blanching and his pulse becoming 
feeble,'" The sutures were immediately cut and pressure applied 
to the interior of the wound by means of sponges. After in- 
effectual attempts had been made to secure the bleeding vessel 
or vesseb with ligatures, it was decided to plug the wound with 
gauze and wooL I'he plugs were left in for several days, and 
the wound healed eventually by granulation. 

If the wound has to be opened up some hours after the 
operation, it is frequently a matter of the greatest difficulty to 
find the bleeding point. The tissues are so infiltrated with 
blood that the actual bleeding point or points cannot be seen. 
Under these circumstances it is generally best to pack the 
wound with gauze. 

Recurrent haemorrhage is dangerous not only on accoimt of 
the loss of blood which it occasions. By filling up the cavity 
previously occupied by the goitre, the blood may press most 
injuriously upon the trachea and set up serious, or even fatal, 
dyspnoea. 

Mr. Stanley Boyd has been kind enough to give me the 
following details of a case that occurred at Charing Cross 
Hospital : 

A young woman had an adenoma of the thyroid. The tumour 
was remove<l by operation without any difficulty. Bleeding was not 
excessive, and was easily controlled. The wound was sewn up 
without drainage. A few hours after the operation an urgent 
message was received from the house surgeon, saying that the 
patient had severe dyspncea. The patient was found to be livid, 
and in great distress. The stitches were at once removed and the 
whole wound opened up. A handful of blood clot was taken away, 
and the dyspncea immediately relieved. Considerable oozing of 
blood was found to be still going on, and could not be controlled 
by ligature. Eventually the bleeding was arrested by plugging, 
and the patient made a good recovery.* 

• See nldo » Bumewhat similar case deBCribed in my Lectures at the Koyal 
Colkga of Buntuoim, Brit. Med. Juvm., June 1890. 
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An almost identical case came under my notice when Surgical 
Registrar at St. Baiiiic)lomew''s Hospital. 

Sepsis. — It is of the utmost importance that the wound 
produced by a goitre operation should heal by primary union. 
The gi-eatest care should therefore be taken to maintain the 
strictest asepsis throughout. It is mainly owing to great im- 
provements in the aseptic details of the operation now performed, 
that the removal of a goitre at the present day is no longer as 
dangerous as it used to be twenty or thirty yeai-s ago. Indeed, 
the danger from sepsis is now so slight that serious complications 
due to this cause ai-e very rarely seen. Out of the 126 opera- 
tions for the removal of goitre that it has fallen to my lot to 
perform, there has not been one in which I have lost a patient 
from any kind of sepsis. Occasionally a mild amount of sepsis 
has ficcurred, and has been sufficient to prevent primary union 
of the wound. Very rarely, indeed, has the sepsis been sufficiently 
marked to cause any real anxiety on this score. Reference to 
the table of cases in the Appendix will show that in the last 
hundred operations primary union took place in 91 cases. 

The extensive involvement of the cellular tissue of the neck 
in the operation of extirpation renders sepsis, should it unfortu- 
nately occur in this tissue, a matter of grave clanger. The 
serious nature of cellulitis at the root of the neck and in the 
mediastinum is well known. Such cellulitis is the more to he 
dreaded, as it is very insidious in its onset and consequently 
its existence is apt to be overlooked in its earliest stages. There 
may be very little elevation of temperature, and acute symptoms 
of inflammation may be conspicuous by their absence. A per- 
sistently rapid |mlse may be the most important early symptom. 
Later, pleural friction, cough, and other signs of septic trouble 
in the chest may render the diagnosis only too clear; but at 
this period treatment is usually of but little use in stopping 
the progress of this very fatal complication. 

If, shortly after the performance of an extirpation or an 
enucleation of a goitre, decided symptoms of sepsis occur, the 
wound should at once be thoi'oughly opened up. Strips of 
antiseptic gauze should be laid in it and the wound treated as 
an open one, all attempts to procure primary union being 
abandoned. 
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The most troublesome case of a sinus that has occurretl in 
my own practice is that recorded in the table on p. 350 (case 97). 

The patient was a lady, aj^ed 2B, upon whom I had to perform 
a double enucleation. The tumours were solid and very deeply 
seated on either side of the trachea, and behind the sternum. 
They caused a good deal of respiratory trouble. The operation 
presented no special difficulty, and was performed in the usual 
manner. The wound was sewn up and a small drain inserted into 
the superficial part of it through a separate opening in the skin. 
The drain was removed on the day after the operation. The 
condition of the patient in the next five days was not altogether 
satisfactory. On two occasions during this period the temperature 
was a little over 100" (100.*° and 100.2"). During the same period 
the pulse was almost constantly a little over 100. On the sixth day 
after the operation the temperature suddenly rose to 102.2, the 
pulse rate being IIS, The wound was then immediately opened 
up to a certain extent, but as it seemed healthy and contained 
little or no Huid, the deeper parts were not disturbed. Wet dress- 
ings of perchloride of meivury were applied, and the temperature 
and pulse rapidly subsided. Two days later the temperature was 
normal, and it never afterwards rose above the normal. Three 
weeks after the operation the patient went back to her home in 
the country ; she was in good health, but a small sinus was still 
present, which appeared to be on the point of healing. It did not 
heal, however ; silk ligatures from time to time came away, and 
there was constantly a small amount of discharge from the sinus. 
Three months after the first operation, the sinus was opened up 
again, and found to extend to a depth of nearly an inch on either 
side. 

During this time the patient was not confined to bed or even to 
the house ; she went about as usual, or rather, far more than she 
had been accustomed to do before the goitre was removed. She 
was able to ride, play lawn tennis, and take active exercise of all 
kinds. After the second operation the left portion of the sinus 
healed up, and never afterwards gave any further trouble. The 
pocket, however, that led towards the right lobe of the gland still 
refused to heal. The patient was very averse to a further operation, 
especially as the sinus appeared to be almost healed. She then 
went abroad for several weeks, the sinus being dressed and plugged 
with gauze every day. Finally, seven mouths after the original 
operation, the sinus was again opened up. It was plugged with 
gauze and dressed twice a day, and at the end of four weeks it was 
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at last soundly healed. Much of the trouble in this case was due 
to the £sct that the patient was exceedingly anxious about her scar, 
which had been placed transversely at the root of the neck, and 
was but little over two inches in length. Neither of the three 
secondary operations involved any of the surrounding skin. Had 
the whole wound been freely opened at an early stage without any 
regard to the situation or extent of the scar, no doubt healing 
would soon have taken place. As it was, the patient was eventually 
left with a short and not very wide scar, but at the cost of a con- 
siderable amount of time and trouble. 

Deep-seated suppuration in the neck is extremely likely to 
extend to the thorax and cause fatal mediasttnitts. In some 
cases the pus makes its way into the trachea or oesophagus. 
The following* is an example of such a case. It occun-ed at 
St. Bartholomew's Hospital in 1886, and is the only example 
that I have myself witnessed of a death due directly to sepsis 
after removal of a goitre. It is a very good illustration of 
what may happen when this opei-ation is performed without 
antiseptic precautions. 

Edward B., let. 41, was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hospital 
under the care of Sir William Savory on account of a goitre that he 
had had for some four years. The tumour, which was partly cystic 
and partly solid, was situated unusually high up on the right side 
of the neck. (It is depicted in Fig. 41.) It had been tapped on 
more than one occasion. 

On October l6, 1886, the tumour was removed by Sir William 
Savory. A portion, which was thought to be adherent to the great 
vessels of the neck was lefl behind. " A plug of dry unsterilised 
lint was placed in the cavity and the wound stitched up, except at 
its lowest part, and dressed with carbolic oil lint." 

The operation was followed immediately by a rise of temperature 
to 102". On October 18 the plug of lint was removed. The 
temperature remained at about 102" until October 21, when it 
began to fall, and it became normal on the t^4th. The patient was 
thought to be doing well until November 2, when his "tempera- 
ture began to rise again, and loss of appetite, sleeplessness, furred 
tongue, pain in the wound and right side of the neck, and slight 
difficulty of swallowing ensued. On the 4th of November these 

• Thin cn»« has betn published in full by Mr. C. A. Parker iu St. Bart. J/mp, 
Jteji'.. 1«W7, xxlii. p. 21». The piirtieiiliirs givtii iibovB ute t«iken partly from 
]\U itnd partly from my own □uttw. 
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symptoms had increased in severity, and there was a good deal of 
heat, redness and swelling about the wound and extending across 
the middle line to the left side of the neck. The wound was 
slightly enlarged and examined with a probe, but nu collection of 
pus could be found. ... On November 6 the temperature was 
102.8, and a cough with pneumonic expectoration made its appear- 
ance. On examination impairment of reiionance at both bases, with 
fine crepitations, was found. The swelling of the neck and difficulty 
of deglutition having much increased, the patient was anaesthetised 
and the wound freely reopened. No collection of pus was dis- 
covered. A long incision was also made in the middle line to 
relieve tension. ... By November 11 the swelling and inflam- 
mation of the neck had almost entirely subsided, and the wounds 
looked perfectly healthy. The temperature, however, bad risen 
again to 102.6'^, and the patient's general condition was decidedly 
worse. He was very weak and prostrate. His cough got more 
troublesome, and was accompanied by an abundant and offensive 
expectoration. Pulse weak, 112." On November l6 it was 
noticed that air was passing in and out of the wound. Next day 
the patient had a severe rigor and a temperature of lO+.S". He 
gradually became weaker and weaker, and died on November 19. 

The post mortem showed a minute opening between the unhealed 
portion of the wound and the interior of the trachea. Tliis opening 
was between the second and third rings.* There was pneumonia 
of both lungs, with pus in the tubes and a gangrenous condition of 
a small portion of the right base. 

Bspld Pulse and BestlessnesB. — ^A very serious complication, 
which is fortunately rare, is characterised by two prominent 
symptoms : restlessness and great rapidity of the pulse. 

Very soon after the operation the pulse is noticed to be rapid. 
It rises quickly to 150 or even 200, and then becomes so feeble 
that it cannot be counted. At the same time the patient is 
very i-estless and excitable. Death may occur within a few 
hours, or at most a day or two. 

Post mortem little or nothing may be found to account for 
the death. 

I have never met with this fatal complication in mv own 
practice, and have seen but little of it in the practice of others. 
Occasionally a minor degree of restlessness and a pulse of ISO 



* The specimen is now in St. Burt. Hos[i. Miis. So. 2319D. 



oogle 



COMPLICATIONS AFTER OPERATION. 311 

or 130 in cases of my own have caused me some little anxiety 
for a few hours or even a day or two. 

The following case is one that I witnessed in St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital in 1889 : 

A young man was admitted to the hospital on account of an 
innocent tumour of the left lobe of the thyroid. It was about as 
large as an orange. It had caused some trouble in respiration, and 
had caused paralysis of one vocal cord. 

The left lobe was removed by extirpation, and the wound washed 
out with carbolic acid lotion. The operation presented no especial 
difficulty, and was not an unusually long one. Immediately after the 
operation, the patient's condition was good. But very soon the 
pulse became very rapid, and the patient showed great restlessness. 
The rapidity of the pulse increased quickly until it was over 200, 
and could scarcely be felt. This continued until the patient died 
on the second day after the operation. 

At the post-mortem examination, which was performed by Mr. 
Bowlby, nothing of importance was discovered. The wound had 
nearly healed by first intention. No nerves of importance had 
been cut, nor was there any obvious bruising of them. The vagus 
nerve was carefully examined and found intact. There was no 
evidence of septicaemia. The tumour* that was removed consisted 
of a number of adenomata, some of which were solid while others 
had undergone cystic degeneration. 

Dr. Rodocanaehi has published in fullf an intei'esting case 
of a similar nature which occurred in University College Hospital 
during his house-surgeoncy there. The following is an absti-act 
of his report : 

A married woman, aged 49, was admitted to the hospital on 
Februarj- 20, 1896, on account of a very large cystic goitre, in- 
volving both lobes of the gland, and causing serious dyspnoea &om 
pressure on the trachea. When the patient was quiet the pulse 
was 1I6 and the respiration 40 per minute. On the day after 
admission " the right lobe of the gland, which was the larger, was 
dissected out through a free incision, all the vessels being clamped 
before they were cut. A cyst on the left side was afterwards 

■ St. Bart. HiMip. Hus. No. 231UD. 

f "OnlFour Caws of Guitre Treated bj- Operntiun and Certtiin DangerouB 
Symptoms which may follow the Operation," by A. J. Rodopannchi, M.D., 
ioiwof, 1897, ii. 911. 
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enucleated, but it was ruptured during removal, and a good deal f>f 
the pale brown contents necessarily escaped into the wound. No 
irrigation was employed, but the wound was closed, a small drainage 
tube being inserted in the lower end." After the operation, which 
appears to have been uncomplicated, the patient's condition seemed 
to be quite satisfactory. She was quiet and comfortable, and 
continued to be so until about ten hours after the operation, when 
" suddenly her symptoms changed completely. She became ex- 
tremely restless, tossing herself about in be<l. This was the most 
striking symptom, as previously she had been a most tractable 
patient. The pulse ran up to about 180; the respiration became 
very rapid, from 50 to 60, and shallow, but not embarrassed ; there 
was no stridor. The temperature was found to be 99.2^- Whereas 
previously she had been hopeful, she now declared that she nvas 
about to die." Although a little quieter after a hypodermic injec- 
tion of morphia, the symptoms soon returned in all their intensity, 
and death occurred some fifteen hours after the operation. 

The post-mortem examination showed but little. The tumour 
removed seems to have been an ordinary parenchymatous one, with 
numerous small cysts and much fibrous tissue, as might have been 
expected in a woman of her age. The remaining portion of the 
gland was exactly similar. A careful dissectiou of the neck showed 
that there had been no damage to any of the main nerves. There 
appears to have been no evidence of septictemia, and it was clear 
that the death was not due to hstmorrbage. 

Mr. V. T. Paul* of Liverpool has recorded a somewhat similar 



The patient was a girl aged 15, with a rather large parenchy- 
matous goitre. The tumour was soft, and did not pulsate ; it 
involved both lobes about equally. The heart was excitable, the 
impulse diffused, and there was a soft systolic bruit at the apex. 
The patient appeared to be quite strong enough to bear a serious 
operation. The left lobe and isthmus of the thyroid gland were 
removed. " The operation was (lerfectly straightforward, and the 
patient left the theatre in excellent condition. All details as to 
dressings, drainage, Ike., were carried out in the usual manner. 
During the night she became restless and uneasy, an irritable cough 
set in, with a mucous rattle in the throat. The temperature was 
100', the pulse 130, and the respiration 26 and laboured. On the 
morning after the operation the same condition was present ; the 

■ -A Fiitiil <.'ii-<L' uf Tliyr(.iilt^itouiy.'* Bril. Med. J.n-rn., Jan. 1, 1898, p. 17. 
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wound was dressed and appeared perfectly healthy. In the after- 
noon the temperature rose to 10.^, and fearing that the ether 
inhalation had set up ether bronchitis, steam and eucalyptus vapour 
were used, with stimulants and extra nourishment. Subsequently 
the restlessness, anxiety, distressed breathing, and frequency of the 
pulse increased, and the temperature was generally between 101° 
and 102^ F. There was no further evidence ol bronchitis . . , 
the Graves's disease-like symptoms increased in severity, the pulse 
became uncountable, and the patient died just two and a half days 
after the operation." 

A post-morleni examination showed the following : " In regard 
to the wound, there was a want of healing action, and the fluid 
contained in it was of a very watery character, but there was 
nothing suggestive of septic changes. The divided surface of the 
thyroid looked quite fresh, as though rejwir had not yet commenced. 
The bases of the lungs were congested, an'' there was a little 
tenacious mucus in some of the tubes, but no (general bronchitis. 
The heart and all the other internal organs were healthy, except 
the liver, which was very fatty and perfectly nodulous throughout 
from idiopathic cirrhosis." 

In St. Thomas's Hospital Reportx is an account of another fatal 
case in which the operation was excision of the isthmus only of 
a large parenchymatous goitre. The patient was a woman aged 
38. Before the opei-ation the pulse was 108, Double ligatures 
were applied to the isthmus before its removal. The wound 
WHS drained. The patient was extremely restless after the 
operation and was little relieved by morphia. The pulse was 
very rapid, reaching 160, and nine hours after the operation 
the patient died suddenly. 

In St. Bartholomew's Hospital, in 1899, the same ;rroup of 
symptom surest lessness and rapid pulse — set in after division of 
the sympathetic nerve on both sides of the neck. The patient was 
a young woman with well-marked symptoms of Graves's disease. 
In this case the temperatui-e also rose to a great height (lOS'S"), 
and the patient died a few haul's after the operation. 

Instances in which similar fatal symptoms have occurred after 
operations upon the thyroid gland in Graves's disease are too 
well known to i-equire detailed notes of cases. 

Sometimes severe symptoms have followed operations both 
upon exophthalmic and simple forms of goitre, but have subsided 
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afterauhoi't time,and the patients haverecovered. Rodocanachi* 
repoi-ts the case of 

a woman aged 35, from whom a tliyroid cyst was removed, the 
cyst being ruptured in the course of the operation. Thirty hours 
later the temperature, pulse, and respiration were respectively 
10]. 3', 136, and S6, and there was much restlessness, Tlie symp- 
toms all subsided after a dose of morphia, and the patient made a 
good recovery, 

Paulf also nan-ates a case in which he operated for chronic 
Graves's (iisease, removing one half of the gland : 

The patient was a woman aged 4,1. When the pulse and tem- 
perature began to rise and restlessness set in^ the wound was 
freely opened up and packed with salicylic wool. Nevertheless, 
the temperature subsequently rose to lO+.tf, the pulse became 
almost uncountable, and the respirations were 3(i, There was in 
this case a profuse discharge of watery secretion from the wound. 
The packing in the wound was frequently changed — about every 
two hours — and by the fourth <lay aftei- the operation all alarming 
symptoms had subsided. 

The cause of the alarming grouj) of symptoms in these and 
similar cases is not altogether clear. That such symptoms are 
sometimes due to sepsis there can be no doubt. It must be 
remembered that sepsis may occur and rapidly pi-ove fata] 
without causing anv verv obvious changes that can be detected 
post mortem. 

Bacteriological examination alone may afford the necessary 
proof of sepsis, but sepsis will certainly not account for the 
symptoms in a great many of the cases. 

It has been suppmsed by some that they are due to athyroid- 
ism. But if this were the true explanation we should expect 
to find these symptoms more common than they are in cases 
where lai-ge portions of both lobes have been removed, as for 
example in cases of double resection. It is difficult, also, on 
this supposition to explain their occurrence after comparatively 
small operations like division of the sympathetic nerves and 
resection of the isthmus. 

A more probable supposition is that they are due to hyper- 
• Op. /-it. i Op. rit. 
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thyroidism, that is, to sudden absorption of a large quantity of 
thjToid itecretion. 

This is the view taken by Rodocanachi and Paul in their 
excellent papers upon the subject. This absorption may be 
caused by prolonged and rough manipulation of the gland 
during the operation, whereby the colloid is squeezed into the 
lymphatics. Or possibly it may be caused by the exudation of 
colloid into the wound from the cut surface of the gland. 

To the theory of hy[>erthyroidism, however, it may be 
objected that the same group of symptoms may supervene 
after operation upon tumours by no means very full of secretion 
— e.g., old fibrous goitres and malignant tumours. Further it 
would not account for their occurrence after division of the 
sympathetic, or ligature and resection of the isthmus. If 
secretion from the cut surface of the gland into the wound 
were the cause, then drainage would surely suffice to prevent 
their occurrence. But in some of the recorded Kises drainage 
has been employed throughout, and yet this complication set in. 

Again, I find it difficult to understand why I have never 
witnessed this complication in the numerous cases of my own 
in which I have removed large parenchymatous goitres without 
any ligature of the isthmus. I have seldom tied the isthmus 
en masse. Indeed, in very many cases where the isthmus is 
thick, measuring two or more inches in diameter, it is quite 
impossible to place such a ligature satisfactorily upon it. 

The question may be raised whether the rapid action of the 
heart may not be caused by some irritation of or injury to the 
cervical cardiac nerves. 

It is at least conceivable that such injury might be caused 
either by rough manipulation, by sepsis, or by irritating anti- 
septic lotions. It seems clear that the use of antiseptic lotions 
in operations upon exophthalmic goitre has a marked tendency 
to produce these dangerous symptoms. 

Against this cardiac nerve theory must be placed the undoubted 
fact that these symptoms are far more likely to follow operations 
upon the thyroid gland than those performed upon other tumours 
at the root of the neck. 

It is, perhaps, best to admit that the exact cause of this 
gi'oup of unpleasant symptoms is not yet thoroughly understood. 

,,_,dbyGoogle 



316 THE THYROID GLAND. 

The theory of hyperthyroidism, tempting as it is, can hardly be 
considered as proved. 

It is well, however, as a matter of practical importance, to 
bear in mind that restlessness and extreme rapidity of pulse are 
more likely to follow operations upon the goitre of Graves's 
disease than upon any other kind of goitre ; that they are by 
no means unknown in operations upon parenchymatous goitre, 
and that they may even occur in other thyroid operations. 
They can best be avoided by taking cai-e to handle the gland 
as gently as possible, and by eirercmng the most rigid asepsis in 
tlm per/brmance qft/u; operatvms. 

Drainage of the wound is probably adviisable in cases where 
the supervention of these symptoms seems likely. 

Patients who have a somewhat rapid pulse before the operation 
are those in whom the symptoms are most likely to occur. 

In my o»-n practice I am in the habit of giving three grains 
of quinine every four or six houi-s in every case in which, after 
a goitre operation, the pulse or temperature reaches 100, If 
the patient shows any sign of restlessness, a moderately large 
dose of moiphia is given at once. 

Whether this treatment is really efficacious in warding off 
further development of these dimgerous symptoms, whether 
their absence is due to the technique employed at the operations, 
or whether it is simply that I have been more fortunate than 
some other surgeons in not having yet lost apatient from this cause, 
are points upon which I hesitate to express a definite opinion. 

Compression of Becurrent Iiaryngeal Nerve by Scar.— As 
the wound heals, it will occasionally be found, after extirpation, 
that paralysis of a vocal cord ensues. 

This late paralysis is especially apt to occur in cases in which 
the nerve has been exposed or dissected out in the course of the 
operation. It is due to involvement of the nerve in the deeper 
portions of the scar. 

Tetany is a serious complication which has-been recorded 
many times, but chiefly in the earlier history of the operation 
before total extirpation had been given up. Liebi'echt mentions 
seven cases which occurred in the practice of Albert, Billroth, 
and Schoenbom. Weiss has collected thirteen cases." Reverdin 
• "Ueber Tetuiiir," Saiiiail, Mia. Voiirieije, No. 189. 
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noticed this complication in three cases.* Kocher has had 
several examples in his practice. Szumann has published one 
case. Schramm and Hicguet f have also recorded cases. 

Most of the cases have occurred in women and after total 
extirpation of the gland. Reverdin^s three cases and Billroth^H 
ten cases were all of this kind. One of Kocher^s patients was a 
boy. Hicguet's patient was also a boy. 

Symptoms. — Liebrecht, speaking of the seven cases recoi-ded 
by him, says, "The attacks began by pain, twitchings Eind 
tingling sensations in the upper limbs, followed by intermittent 
and clonic spasms, very painful and of varying duration and 
intensity. The spasms were sometimes limited to the upper 
limbs and sometimes extended thence to the lower limbs and 
even to the muscles of the trunk, to those of respiration and of 
the face. In the intervals between the attacks there was com- 
plete intei-mission of the symptoms.^ 

In some of the cases the symptoms appeared immediately 
after the operation, in others not until several days had 
elapsed. 

Some of the older authors considered that the cause of the 
tetany lay in the circulatory troubles, others that the symptoms 
were of " reflex spinal origin." There can, however, now be no 
doubt that the symptoms are due to loss of function of the 
thyroid gland. Similar symptoms have been produced by 
Horsley in monkeys and other animals by complete removal of 
tbis^and. 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

REMOTE COMPLICATIONS— CACHEXIA STRUMIPRIVA. 

Historical — Keverdin and Kocber — Horsley's eiperimentB — Early 
observation of Paul Sick— Symptoms — Kelation to complete removal, 
to partial removal — Hypertrophy after partial removal— Treatment of 
caeheiia strumipriva. 

m. Remote ComplicationB. — The remote complications of 
a goitre are those which are due to loss of function of the 
thyi-oid gland, and are comprised under the terms cachexia 
strumipriva, cachexia thyreopriva, and operative myxcedeoia. 
These are but different names for the same disease. 

In its most typical form this complication is seen only after 
complete extirpation of the whole gland, and as this proceeding 
is now known to be seldom if ever necessary, the complication is 
one that is chiefly of historic interest. 

The credit of the discovery of this remarkable affection 
belongs to Drs. Reverdin of Geneva and Kocher of Berne. 

In September 1882, Reverdin" drew attention to a peculiar 
group of symptoms which he had observed after some of his 
operations for goitre. Kocher then took up the subject, insti- 
tuted an inquiry among his own patients and found that a 
large number of them presented symptoms similar to, or 
identical with, those described by Reverdin. In April 1883, 
Revei-din t published an excellent description of these symptoms 
and shortly afterwards Kocher X brought the matter still more 
prominently forward in an admirable paper which be read at 
the twelfth Congress of Surgeons held at Berlin in 1883, and 

■ Soc. de M6d., Geneva, Sept. 7, IB82. 

t " Not« aiir vingt-deui operations de goitre," par J, L. et A. Keverdin, Ber. 
med. de la Suiste rumaade, Geneva, April 15, 1883. 

J '■ Ueber Kropfoperationen und ihre Folgen," Th. Kocher, Arehiv f. Mia. 
Chir., 1S83, vol. nix. pp. 254-337. 
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which uaturally atti-acted great attention. Kocher gave the 



Fia. IDS.— A mlddle-iiKBd nomau nith Caoliexla StrumlprlTa (opmi- 
ave mjiffiilviu;, elovL'u jeara ntCet cumjili^li^ remavftl ul B KOitru. One 
jear lau^r tlila pailviit iliod of vm-bral ]wiui>rrbi>t;e, (liu gf^iicral coiidltiou 
harlug remaiiict iiiictiau^il. (Ei-vu Ht Eaal LLiiIuu, X.B,, in 18B7.) 

nanie of cachexia struuiipriva * to the disease, while Reverdin, 
ill a paper published in June 1883,f suggested that in some 

' From Germ. striimB = goitre, »nd pri¥a = privative. 
+ lUrue Midirale, Juno 15. 1S83, p. 3«0. 
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respects the symptoms observed by him in man after removal of 
the thyroid gland resembled those of idiopathic myxoedema, 
and he consequently introduced the name of operative myx- 
edema (myxcedeme operatoire). 

In this countjy Sir Felix Semon" appears to have been the 
first to make the detinite ^statement that " CL-etinism, myxcedema, 
and cachexia Ntruioipriva were merely diffei-ent phases of one 
and the same condition and due to one and the same cause — 
viz., to aiTest of the function of the thyroid gland." 

Numerous experiments upon animals performed on the amti- 
nent by Schiff, Zesas, Wagner and others, had led to the belief 
that the symptoms of cachexia sti-umipnva were produced by 
and were due to, the los.s of the thyroid gland itself. 

Still further proof of the connection between cachexia struini- 
priva and myxiedema was afforded by the well-known and 
admin^ble researches of Mr. Victor Horsley. ITiis observer, 
experimenting upon dogs and monkeys, found that complete 
removal of the thyroid gland produced symptoms identical with 
those seen in man after complete I'emoval of a goitrous thvroid. 
Moreover, he found that in animals so treated there was an 
accumulation of mucin in the subcutaneous tissues and else- 
where, thus definitely (;orrelating their condition with that of 
myxcedema described by Gull and Ord. 

Although Reverdin Eind Kucher were the first who gave a full 
description of cachexia strumipriva, and connected it definitelv 
with removal of the thyroid gland, yet a previous obsener had 
noted the occurrence of very remarkable symptoms in a patient 
from whom he had removed a goitre. These symptoms are now 
seen to be the same as those of the disease described many yeai-s 
later by Revei-din and Kocher. The case is of such interest 
that a short ai-count may here be given. 

The case occurred in the practice of Dr. Paul Sick of Wur- 
temherg, and was published by him in the Wurtemberg Corre- 
spondenzblatt for 1867, vol. 31.f 

The patient was a Iwy aged ten, who had & goitre as large as an 
apple, which caused severe dyspnwa. On September 11, 1866, 

■ TriiHt. Clin. /i«r , 18H3. 

t I linve been unuble to procure a topy of thu ori([inBt paper, but an eicclli-iit 
iibBtniot of it is given in Seliiiiidt'ii Jakriiurh for 1M6K, vol. cxzxriii. p. IU7. 
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both lobes of the gland were completely removed. The operation 
was a very severe one, and was followed by suppuration. By 
November 4 the wound was completely healed, and the boy had 
left the hospital. During convalescence the patient had had several 
attacks of bleeding from the nose.* By December 12 these 
attacks had ceased, but there was considerable discharge from the 
nose of a thin acrid fluid looking like the washings of meat (fleiscli 



Fio. 109.— A tromau a^wl 23 In n late atiffe of Cachexia StrumlprJTa. 
A iroitruDs th)TOldi;]iiDd lind bei-ii complctol)' rtmovca four ycsm pitvionsl]', 
iho left holt belugextlrpalcd In Jannar; I8H3. the rl^ht li&lf In tht followiug 
Xovcmber, by Prot Kocher uf Beru«. Thepiiotosraph shown the couilllioii 
in AiiKOst 1986. Death oociirttd «hiirciy nttonv»rd».+ (Soeu si Berue.) 

wasserahnlich). On June 1, 1867, Dr. Sick saw the patient again. 
He was completely cured ; he had had no further trouble with 
respiration, but according to his father's account he had become 
remarkably taciturn and wrapped up in himself; but as regards 
capacity and willingness for work no change had been noticed. 
The discharge from the nose had ceased. Both tonsils showed 
considerable enlargement. 

Sick explained all these phenomena by assuming that there 
was increased pressure in the cerebral circulation, an explanation 

* A point wortiiy of note in connection with the tendency to hiemorrhagB 
observed in myxcedeuia nnd some other thyroid tUfectiiins. 

t Tliia is one of the 18 casea of cachexia strumipriva originally described by 
Prof. Kocher in hia well-known paper. 
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now known to be utterly erroneous. If we turn to another 
Gterman paper we find the description of this same patienfs 
condition eighteen years later, when he was visited by Prof. 
Bruns of Tubingen, 

This author writes as follows : * 

" Being curious to find out the condition of this patient, I 
ascertHined that he still lived, a cretinous dwarf, in his native 
village. Upon a stout and boyish body stands the head of 
a beardless man. His height is 51 inches. Although the head 
is normal in size for a man of his age, yet the body is that of 
a boy of ten, in whom the trunk and legs are well proportioned. 
The growth of the body vertically since the operation has been 
tdl. There is a markedly idiotic expression on his face, caused by 
much puffiness of the whole face, especially the lips and lower 
eyelids. The skin and visible mucous .membranes are of a pale 
colour. The skin of the whole body is dry and scaly. The hair of 
the bead is very thick and scattered. There is no beard, but the 
pubic hair and the genital organs are fully developed. The speech 
is slow, and evidently made difficult by the swelling of the tongue, 
palate and tonsils. On the neck are found the scars of the opera- 
tion. The thyroid gland is entirety absent. The trachea and 
larynx are normal ; breathing easy ; action of the heart weak ; 
spleen natural; increase of white blood corpuscles. 

"A further characteristic feature of the case is well marked, 
namely, that mhile sensibility arid muscular pomer are preserved, yet the 
patient cannot do n>ork requiring delicacy and skill, and he can scarcely 
ivatk Jifty yards. This incapacity did not become complete until 
some years had elapsed ; for when he left school at the age of 
fourteen he was incapable of learning any trade, but employed 
himself industriously for many years in netting, until be became 
incapable of doing even this. A remarkable impairment in his 
intelhgence has since occurred. While the boy before and just 
after the operation was one of the best pupils in his school, now 
his mental faculties are less developed than those of a boy of ten. 
His reasoning powers are extremely weak and slow. There is also 
a marked impairment of sight and hearing." 

Since the date at which the above was written the patient 
has died. 

* " Ueber dea gegenwSrtigen Stand der Kropfbehandlung," by Dr. P. Bruns, 
Samml. kllit. Voi-traei/e, Leipzig, 1884, Ho. 2ii. 
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The i-esemblance of the above case to one of ordinary cretin- 
ism is obvious. 

Symptoms. — The symptoms of a well-mai'ked case of 
cachexia strumipriva are thus given by Reverdin : * 

" It is usually in the course of the second or third month aft«r 
the operation that the patient begins to complain of a feeling of 
weight and fatigue in his limbs. Walking becomes difficult. The 
patient's limbs seem to him heavy and indolent, and respond but 
slowly to the patient's will. He is easily tired and obliged to rest 
frequently. His hands are often swollen and clumsy. One patient 
is unable to do her usual work of embroidery or crotchet ; another 
is apt to drop objects which she is holding. At the same time the 
skin becomes pale and slightly swollen. The pallor is general and 
has a slightly yellowish white tinge like that of ansBmia. The 
swelling, which may be general, appears first of all in the face and 
extremities, especially in the hands. It is usually very marked in 
the eyelids, and at once suggests the idea of some renal disease ; 
nevertheless the urine when examined is found to contain no 
albumen ; besides, if the swelling be examined carefully, it is found 
that it is not true oedema. The finger makes no impression upon it. 
The swelling involves the forehead, the cheeks, it may even extend 
to the tongue. The features, swollen and fixed, give to the patient 
an expression of dulness and vacancy which recalls that of a cretin. 
The swollen fingers are hampered in their movements, and can no 
longer be flexed completely ; and to this mechanical hindrance must 
be added a muscular weakness which makes all actions difficult. 
Intellectual actions are as slow as the movements of the limbs. If 
a question be asked, the correct answer to it will be given, but not 
at once. It will come slowly. It seems as if the patient had to 
make some effort to collect his ideas. Words do not come all at 
once, but gradually. Speech is slow. Very commonly the memory 
is more or less affected ; and this symptom often remains when the 
others have more or less disappeared. . . . Generally the skin 
becomes dry ; perspiration is suppressed ; then the epidermis becomes 
coarse and desquamation is seen in the extremities, especially in 
the palms of the hands, but also at times on the rest of the body. 
The state of the skin resembles sUghtly that of ichthyosis. The 
hairs become dry ; they break and fall olT readily." 

There is great chilliness and sensibility to cold. Even in 
summer this is very marked. The organs of sense are twcasion- 

* In a clinical lecture delivered Nov. 12, 1885, Lyun midicale, 1886. 
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ally affected — taste may be diminished, vision weakened, heanng 
less acute; in one case there was absolute di^appefirance of 
feeling of hunger and thirst. Nervous symptoms may be well 
marked. Some patients have vertigo. They dare not venture 
into the streets. Various hallucinations may be pi-esent. 
Epilepsy may be present in some t»ses, also vaiious hysterical 
symptoms. Examination of the viscera reveals nothing ab- 
normal. The spleen is not increased in size. Examination of 
the blood has shown that the red corpuscles are sometimes 
decreased in number, sometimes normal. There is no increase 
in the number of the white. 

The symptoms of the affection, as observed by Kocher, are 
pi-actically identical with the above, which will be seen to be 
those of myxcedema. A few other symptoms are usually also 
present and may be added to those already given. The abdo- 
men is often much distended, probably from flatulence. Con- 
stipation is generally a marked and troublesome feature of the 
complaint. The temperature of the body is almost always 
below normal. The urine is generally considerably diminished 
in amount. 

It is now well established that cachexia strumipriva in its 
most marked form occurs only after bilateral and complete 
removal of the whole thyroid gland. If suflicient gland substance 
be left behind to carry on the function of the organ then the 
symptoms of the disease either do not occur at all or are mei-ely 
slight and transient. It is certain that this serious complication 
always occurs when the removal of all the thyroid tissue has 
been complete. In cases in which the whole gland has apparently- 
been removed without the production of cachexia strumipriva, 
it may be taken for granted either that some portion of the 
gland was left Ixjhind at the time of operation or that an accessorv 
thyroid gland is present. 

If the portion of gland left behind be very small, it may be 
insufficient to do the work of the entire gland. It will then 
usually undergo compensatory hypertrophy and the supervention 
of cachexia strumijiriva is theieby prevented. Sometimes if the 
patient be old or feeble or if the operation be very severe, death 
may occur from cachexia strumipriva in an acute form, before 
the remaining gland has had time to undergo compensatorv 
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hypertrophy. Sir W. Stokes * has recorded, under the name of 
acute myxtedema, an instance of this kind. 

In his case, that of a woman aged 18, first the left and then the 
right half of a parenchymatous goitre were removed with an 
interval of three and a half months between the two operations. 
The patient died twenty-one days after the second operation ; 
at the post mortem it was found that a " small nodule of the 
tumour " had been left behind on the front of the trachea and 
that this consisted microscopically of "glandular tissue resem- 
bling that of the thyroid body.'' 

Figs. 19 and 20 (pp. 32, 33) represent the condition of a young 
woman seveiul years aftev what was at first supposed to have been 
a complete removal of a, parenchymatous goitre. The sjjecimen is 
in the Middlesex Hospital Museum f and shows apparently a com- 
plete thyroid gland. The patient recovered from the o)»eration 
and left the hospital six weeks later. She was at that time in a 
feeble state of health. For the next two years she presented 
symptoms of cachexia stnimipriva shown by feebleness, anaemia, 
inability to work, etc. Soon after leaving the hospital a small 
lump was noticed at the upper part of the neck on the left side. 
This slowly increased in size until at the end of two years, when 
I first saw the patient, it had attained the dimensions of a 
walnut. By this time the symptoms of cachexia strumipriva 
were already beginning to pass off. A few years later still the 
tumour had grown much larger and the patient's health was in 
every way excellent. The compensatory hypertrophy which had 
occurred in the small portion of thyi-oid accidentally left behind 
at the time of operation, had restored the function of the gland 
and all danger of cachexia strumipriva had disappeared. 

Fig. 110 shows another girl whom I saw at the RadclifFe 
Infiimaiy, Oxford, Six months before this photograph was 
taken both lateral lobes of a parenchymatous goitre had been 
removed but the isthmus had been left. TTiis had undeigone 
compensatory hypertrophy and formed the tumoitt visible in the 
photograph. No cachexia strumipriva had occurred and the girl's 
health was excellent. 

* Si-it. Med. Jm>-s., Oct. 16, 1886, 

+ No. 1645. The oiwratioo was performed in 1884 by Mr. Henry Morris, to 
whom I Hiu indebted for permission to publish the case. 



byGoogle 



386 THE THYROID GLAND. 

The only case of my own in which I have observed any 
symptoms of cachexia strumipriva is that of the lady shown in 
Figs. ISOandlSl, and in this case the symptoms were sHght and 
transient. The operation was undertaken for severe dyspnoea. 



Tia. 110.— A younj woman Bix month* alter nMHovBl of nil iwtiB of sporenchj- 
matniiB Rultre. except tlie Istbrnue, sliowlug the Be-enlaTgement ol 
thv latter. There were no ■i^nig of cncbexla alrumlpHVB. (Seen at Oxford, 
by the biadneiw of Mr. H. P. Sjmonde.) 

The whole of the right and about two-thirds of the left lobe 
were removed. The operation was a severe one and the wound 
had to be drained owing to the existence of a large cavity 
behind the sternum which had been occupied by the lower part 
of the left lobe, llie wound healed slowly by granulation. 
During convalescence the patient showed a considerable degree 
of mental and bodily dulness and apathy ; some of the hair fell 
out and the skin became rough and dry. 
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After three or four months all these disagreeable symptoms 
passed away and the patient made a complete recovery. 

In 1886 I had the opportunity of seeing at the village of 
Lutzelfluh in Switzerland a remarkable case of Professor Kocher's. 
One lobe only of the thyroid was removed but it was noticed 
towards the end of the operation that the opposite lobe of the 
gland was atrophied or absent. Typical symptoms of cachexia 
strumipriva set in but the patient was subsequently cured by 
appropriate thyroid treatment. 

The treatment of cEichexia strumipriva like that of cretinism 
and myxoedema is at the present day comparatively simple. It 
consists in the administration in one form or another of thyroid 
gland substance (see chap. iii. pp. S3, 33). In any case in which 
large portions of both lobes of a goitre have been removed, I am 
in the habit of administering small doses of thyroid extract for 
several weeks in order to prevent the occurrence of those slight 
and transient symptoms of cachexia strumipriva which might 
otherwise occur. 
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CHAPTER XXU. 

RESULTS OF OPERATIONS. 

Gradual improvement — Mortality after removal of innocent goitre — 
Liebrecht's and Reverdin's statiatica — Mortality after partial extirpa- 
tion, after enutlcation — Cgmplicftted cases — Author's results — Causes 
of death— Relief from dyspiwea — Question of recurrence after eitirpa- 
tion, after enuclention — Effects upon voice — Effect upon general health 
Healing of the wound — Scar. 

Appendix.— Table of one liundred consecutive cases of remoral of 
goitre by extirpation or enucleation. 

Like many other branches of surgery, that which deals with the 
thyroid gland has in the last twenty or thirty years advanced 
very rapidly. Operations such as removal of large goitres, 
formerly considered to be dangerous and desperate proceedings 
only to be undertaken in cases of urgent necessity, may now be 
performed with comparatively little risk and in the vast majority 
of cases with very great benefit to the patients. The frequency 
with which operations upon the thyroid are now undertaken by 
a very large number of surgeons affords evidence of the progress 
which lias been made in this department of surgery. 

We have to consider now what is the average mortality of 
operations upon goitre and what are the results that may be 
expected from these operations. 

The results as regai-ds exophthalmic goitre and malignant 
diseases of the thyroid have ah'eady been discussed in the 
chapters which deal with those affections. We are now con- 
cerned only with the results of operations upon innocent 
goitres. 

Various operations in which the goitre is treated, not by 
direct operative removal, but by other proceedings such as 
tapping, injection, incision, etc., have been sufficiently discussed 
in chap. xv. As most of these proceedings are now well nigh 
obsolete, or are, at any rate in my opinion, of but limited 
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applicability, nothinjif more wilt be said of them. We have 
to consider the results that follow removal of innocent goitre 
by the two important operations of extirpation and enucleation 
together with their various modifications. 

Mortality. — In discussing the mortality of opei-ations upon 
innocent goitre it is interesting to notice the gradual diminution 
in the gross mortality during successive periods, Liebrecht in 
Jiis exhaustive work published in 1883,* has collected as far as 
possible all the cases recoi'ded up to that date and has given us 
the following figures for successive periods. 

Operations for Removal of Innocent Goitres, 
Before 1851: 

54 cases, 35 recoveries, 17 deaths (31.48 per cent.) 
Two results unknown. 
From 1851 to 1876: 

133 cases, 101 recoveries, 27 deaths (20.30 per cent.) 
Three results unknown, two incomplete operations. 
From 1877 to 1882: 

l64 cases, 140 recoveries, 24 deaths (14.63 per cent.) 

J. L, Heverdin, of Greneva, in a recent and very valuable 
report published in 1898 has given us figures for the more 
modem period up to that date.f 

The cases that he has been able to collect amount to 6103 
(including a good many operations performed before 188S) and 
among them were 176 deaths, a mortality of 2.88 per cent. 
These figures t show a very great improvement upon those of 
the earlier periods. 

Too much faith must not however be placed in statistics of 
this kind, especially when derived fi-om the recoi-ds of published 
cases. Successful cases naturally find their way into literature 
more readily than do the unsuccessful ones. 

■ '■ De rExcision du Goitru Parenchymateui," P. Liebrecht, Brussels, 1883, 
1). 248. 

+ " Rapport BUT le Traitement Chirurgicale tlu Goitre (Caocer ut Goitre 
Esoplitalmique Except^s) " J. L. Keverdiii, Paris, 1898. 

J These figures include, however, a certain number of cases of eiothjropesy 
and ligature of thyroid arteries with which we are not now concerned. They 
also ineiude at least 137 caaes of total extirpation, an operation that has now 
been abandoned and which alone accounts for 26 of the 17ti deaths. 
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Reverdin's 6103 cases were obtidned from three i 
Published statistics, SI SO cases with 43 deaths; statistics 
communicated privately to him, but without details as to the 
exact nature of the operation, 575 cases with 15 deaths ; and 
statistics communicated privately with such details, 34i08 cases 
with 118 deaths. The third group of figures is the most 
important and seems worthy of further consideration. 

Deducting all cases of total extirpation, and all of exo- 
thyropexy and mere ligature of arteries we are left with 
3S54 cases with 91 deaths, a mortality of 2"79 per cent. 

These statistics were obtained by Reverdin as the result of a 
laborious inquiry instituted by him among a very large number 
of surgeons of various nationalities who were known to have 
operated upon goitre and a large number of whom replied to 
the inquiries put to them. It may perhaps be suggested that 
those who did not reply to Reverdin's circular may have had 
worse results than those who did. On the other band many of 
the operators reported operations that had been performed as 
far back as the early eighties and seventies and even, as in one 
of Kappeler's cases, from as early a yeai- as 1868. The results of 
these earlier operations were obviously worse than those from a 
more recent period. 

A veiy large proportion of these 3254 operations were typical 
enucleations or typical partial extirpations, and it is instructive 
to compare the figures for these two operations. ITie number 
of each is nearly the same. 

There were 121S pai-tiat extirpations with 42 deaths (mor- 
tality 3'46 per cent.) and 1276 enucleations with 10 deaths 
(mortality 0.78 per cent.) The extirpation operation is attended, 
as would naturally be expected, with a higher mortality. But 
it must not be forgotten that the conditions requiring extirpa- 
tion, parenchymatous goitre with severe dyspsnoea for example, 
are usually far more serious than those for which enucleation 
is demanded. 

It is certain that if the surgeon have a choice, that is 
if enucleation be Jeasibh, it is usually a safer and in this 
respect a better operation. 

Enucleation being an operation of much more recent date 
than extirpation, it follows that a larger percentage of extirpa- 



byGoogle 



RESULTS OF OPERATIONS. 331 

tions will be found in the earlier years of the operation, at a 
time when goitre operations in general had attained a lower 
degi-ee of perfection than is now the case. 

Many of the operations in the above statistics were veiy 
serious ones, performed upon patients suffering from severe 
dyspniea, upon lai'ge goitres and upon goitres situated partly 
or wholly within the thorax, and many of the opei-ations were 
attended with serious complications, such as tracheotomy 
wounds, thyroid fistula? and cardiac and pulmonary complications. 
ITiere can be no doubt that if we were to exclude from our 
statistics all complicated cases and all cases in which the opera- 
tion had been postponed until the patients were in extremis, the 
average mortality both of extirpation and of enucleation would 
be still further reduced. 

Reverdin's own words are : " in practised hands, goitre opera- 
tions at the present day are almost free Irom danger. If we 
excluded from our statistics cases of long standing on the one 
hand and complicated cases on the other, it is probable that the 
general mortality would be but little above 0." 

Turning now to the statistics of my own operations the total 
number of operations performed for the removal of goitre of all 
kinds up to the present time (end of December 1900) is a 
hundred and twenty-six. 

They include operations upon patients of all ages from ten to 
sixty- nine, undertaken for the most part on account of dyspnoea, 
often very severe. The tumours removed were of various sizes 
and up to more than three pounds in weight (see Fig. 34). 
A large number of them extended partly or even largely into 
the thorax. In eleven out of the hundred and twenty-six cases 
the operation was perfonned upon both sides of the gland at 
once." The mortality in the earlier cases was considerably 
greater than in the later ones. 

Among the first twenty-six cases there were four deaths (all 
extirpation cases). All these cases have been mentioned in 
chap. XX. In two of them the operations were formidable 
ones and were performed upon large goitres ; one of the patients 

■ Cases in which extirpation was performed on one aide and enucleation on 
the other are included amoiiB extirpations only. 
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had also valvular disease of the heart. Among the hist hundred 



Fio. 111.— Till' saiui' patk'iit tweln; dnj-s nfwr the opcrMlon* 

cases, details of which are given on pp. 343-345, there was but 
one death. This was in the case of a buy aged eighteen (case 46), 

* A full occuunL of thin chhc has been published by Dr. Edward Jesaop luid 
myself in the St. Bart. Hasp. Sept. 1«89, xiv. p. 97. 
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who had a large bilateral parenchymatous goitre. Death was 
due to recurrent ai-terial haemorrhage caused by faulty ligation 



Kic. lis.— Si-ctiou ol the [{ottro ghowu In Fig. 111. lu tht upper third of the 
specimen are two large Ailenomatu alm<Kt whoLlj solid. Eti the middle third 
ore two adeuamHEawliJchhaye broken donu niid formed cjsta. One of thefie 
In nearly tilled with a mass of cos);nla(«d colloid. In the loirer third are 
other adenomata irlch a Kuod deal of fibrous tlsaue. (Si. Bart. Uesp. Miu, 
No. 2310c.) (RcdDcsd |.) 

of an abnormally situated thyroid artery. The last eighty cases 
have been attended by no death or serious complication of any 
kind. 

The high moi-tality among the earliei- cases is to be attributed 



:i,;p:lbyG00gle 



33* 



THE THYROID GLAND. 



undoubtedly to personal inexperience and want of dexterity in 
operating. It is not due to any essential difference in the 
nature of the cases operated upon. Indeed the largest operations 
and those attended by most dyspnoea have been among those of 
the later series. 

Causes of Death. — Revei'din in his report gives an instnu^ve 
table showing the causes to which the deaths were attributed. 
The following is that part of it which relates to partial extirpa- 
tion and to enucleation. 

Partial Extirpation. Enucletktion. 

Sulfocation ..... 1 4- 

Pneumonia, broncho-pneumonia, 
and bronchitis . 

Syncope . 

Lesions of recurrent n 

Collapse . 

Tetany . 

Myxcedema and tetany , 

Haemorrhage . 

Septicffimia . 

Mediastinitis . 

Various and unknown 



It will be seen that pulmonary complications and septicaemia 
account for more than half the total number of deaths, while 
next to these in importance comes htemorrhage. Doubtless many 
of the eighteen cases under the heading of pulmonary complica- 
tions might fairly be classed among septic complications. 

If the earlier cases could be separated from the later ones 
we should find that the complications more or less under the 
control of the surgeon, namely septic complications and hsemor- 
rhage, were less frequent in the later cases. 

With regard to this point, Reverdin quotes the statistics of 
Kronlein, who in his first series of cases had four deaths, of 
which two were due to suppurative mediastinitis, one to 
pneumonia and one to collapse; in his second series he had 
three deaths, none of which were due to sepsis ; one was due to 
cardiac trouble and two occurred in patients who were the 
subjects of suffocating goitres. 
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3S6 THE THYROID GLAND. 

The five deaths in my own practice were due, as already 
mentioned, to chloroform, shock and haemorrhage, while none 
were attributable to any form of sepsis or pulmonary trouble. 

Turning now to the results of the operations in cases that 
recovered, and referring only to my own operations, we have to 
consider various points. 

Belief flrom Dyspncea. — In all my cases, hitherto, the relief 
from dyspnoea has been complete and permanent, so that a 
second operation has never yet been necessary. In a very small 
percentage of cases operated upon by others, second operations 
have been necessary. These have generally been in cases in 
which the first operation has been upon one lobe only, and in 
which disease of the opposite lobe has subsequently demanded 
operative interference. 

Hecurrence of the Goitre. — This naturally depends largely 
upon the nature of the goitre and of the operation performed. 

Unilateral extirpation of one lobe of a parenchymatous goitre 
is almost invariably followed, at fii-st, by diminution in the size 
of the opposite lobe. This diminution in size is usually followed 
after some months, by re-enlargement of the remaining lobe up 
to a cei-tain point. If the cause which originally pi-oduced the 
goitre continues to act, the remainder of the goitre may con- 
tinue steadily to increase in size, but rarely to such a point as 
to render further operation necessary. To a certain extent, the 
re- enlargement of the remaining lobe may he regarded as com- 
pensatory hypertrophy. (See remarks on p. 31.) 

The question of recurrence after enucleation depends mainly 
upon the state in which the remainder of the gland is left. The 
adenoma or cyst that has been removed cannot of course retui-n.* 
But an adenoma is frequently surrounded by other smaller 
adenomata or cysts, and these may continue to grow after the 
enucleation has been performed, or an adenoma may be imbedded 
in a parenchymatous goiti'e, and after the removal of the 
adenoma, further growth of the parenchymatous portion may 
take place. 

It is in young people more especially that such lecurrence of 
the goitre is apt to occur. One of the objections that may be 
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raised to the operation of enucleation is that sometimes it does 
not remove enough of the goitre. 

In a case of multiple adenomata it is o^n difficult tu decide 
whether it is better to perform enucleation of one, two, or more, 
of the tumours ■ knowing that others will be left behind, or 
whether an extirpation of the whole lobe, tumours and all, is 
not a preferable, although probably a more serious, operation. 



Fio.ll«.— A piitlent >ged SI.Bhowing a TranSverBe Soar, eleren moDtln 

after enucleslion oF a cystic adenoma aa large as a lien's egg. (5m 
Appendix, Cose Si, p. ISO.) 

As a general rule, if there is a small number of relatively large 
adenomata, it is best to perform enucleation. If, on the other 
hand, numerous adenomata exist which are of nearly the same 
size, then extirpation of one lobe, combined if necessary, with 
enucleation of one or more tumours from the other lobe, is 
generally the best operation. 

Effect upon the Voice. — Damage to the recurrent nerve 

may produce paralysis, partial or complete, of a vocal cord. It 

is exceedingly rare after enucleation, but it is not very uncommon 

■ See Cose 88, p. 350, in which I enucleated no lees than fire adenomata 
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after extirpation, in which the nerve is more liable to injury. I 
have already mentioned that in one only of my 126 cases, so 
far as I am aware, did paralysis of a vocal cord super^'ene soon 
after the operation. This was a case in which some suppuration 
took place after a bilateral operation (case 41) in which ex- 
tirpation was performed on one side and enucleation on the 



7.— Sbowing A Bad Oblique Soar iu » woma 



somvivbat Ihlck. i.s'ie Aiipciidix, Ciuk «7, p. 118.) 

other. In three other cases, however, paralysis of a vocal cord 
was found to Jiave gradually occurred as the result of compres- 
sion of the nerve by the scar. Compensation was, however, so 
perfect that no alteration in the voice was noticeable. Two of 
these were cases of extirpation, and were among my earlier opera- 
tions. It is possible that some similar instance of paralysis of a 
cord may have occurred unknown to me, since I have not been 
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able to examine all my patients long after the opefation. But 
this has been done in the great majority of my cases, and up to 
the present time the above-mentioned cases are the only instances 
of paralysis of a cord that have been detected. 

Effect on the General Healtli. — Total removal of the 



yic IIH. — A nomaa aged tl. alx yean after removiit of ■ bllHtcrnl goiav 

(vxtlnutloD oatbv rl^bt Klie. vniiclentiou on tbo Ictc). The Soar, nlthouiih 

vurtli'Al. Ih line, liiicar. niid marcel}- viHiblv. <Caw 17. liee Buj-itl Frvu 
Hosp. Mns. So. x«H. i2.)' 

thyroid gland having never been performed by myself, I have no 
case of pronoimced cachexia strumipriva (myxtedema) to record- 
One case in which slight and transient symptoms of this aifec- 
tion lasted for a few months after a severe operation upon both 
lobes of the gland has been recorded on p. 3S6 (case 41). 
In a few cases in which extensive operations were performed 
• Published in Brit. Med. Jimrii., July 7, 1900. 
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upon one or both lobes of tbe goitre, pallor and general weak- 
ness have been noticed, which have seemed to be greater than 
those which usually follow operations of similar magnitude upon 
most other parts of the body. These symptoms, which were 
probably due to temporary interference with the functions of 



>'Ki. 121,— The praa.'dliiu' (Ftif, 11>), eevoral moDibe after citinxitlou ot tln^ 
whole of Ihe lisfht lolie Bud most ot the left lobe. The lufro-hJ'Old miwrlL« 
were iioc Biititrcil, auil the Boar Is consoqnentlj deeply depresaed 
and ugly, '.■fi^f Apiieudii. Ckbc ii, p. m.) 

the gland, have invaiiably been transient and have given rise to 
no anxiety or alarm. They have rarely lasted more than two or 
three months. They have usually been treated by iron, strychnia, 
and other general tonics. 

In the great inajority of cases, the general health of the 
patient has been impi'oved by the operation. Palpitation, 
lassitude, and other symptoms that have frequently been 
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firominent before the operation, have in most instances either 
greatly diminished, or completely disappeared, after the removal 
of the goitre. These beneficial effects following the removal of 
a local disease are to be explained, I believe, chiefly by the 
removal of local pressure. The freedom from dyspntxa enables 
the patient to take far more exercise than before, and thus 
improves the general health. 

Healing of the Wound, — In 10* of my 126 cases, the wounds 
healed by primary union throughout. In ten cases the wounds 
healed almost by primary union, but a small sinus, generally in 
the ti'ack of a drain, remained open for a few days. In seven 
cases a sinus resulted which remained open for periods varj-ing 
from several weeks to sevei-al months {in one case nearly a year). 
In all these latter cases the suppuration was of a very mild type 
and, except for a short time after the operations, the patients 
were able to go about and pursue their ordinary avocations 
during the slow healing of the sinus. Of profuse and really 
dangerous suppuration I have no case to record. A permanent 
fistula, such as is seen sometimes after injection and of which 
Fig. 86 is an example, is a condition that has never occurred 
after any of my operations. 

The Soar. — ^As has already been mentioned in chap, xvii, 
the nature of the scar depends to a considerable extent upon 
the direction in which the skin incision has been made. Trans- 
verse wounds healing by primary union almost invariably leave 
fine linear scars often scarcely noticeable when the redness has 
passed off. Such scars are shown in Figs. 96 and 116. Vertical 
and oblique scars in young people, even when the woimds have 
healed by primary union, have a considerably tendency to widen 
and become unsightly, {See Fig. 117.) ITiey sometimes 
become thick, pi-ominent and ugly, assuming a keloid nature. 
In elderly people, on the other hand, this tendency is very 
slightly marked. (See Figs. 105 and 118.) Wounds that heal 
by granulation naturally leave worse scars than tho^ that heal 
by primary union. 
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APPENDIX. 
ONE HUNDRED CONSECUTIVE* CASES 

OP 

REMOVAL OF GOITRE BY OPERATION 

lEXTIBPATION AND ENUCLEATION) 
PERFORMED BT THE AUTHOR SINCE FEBRUARY 1894. 

SUMMARY OF THE FOLLOWING TABLE. 



Extirpations 

Bilateral 

Unilateral .... 

Extirpation on one side combined with 

enucleation on the other 
Enucleations 

Bilateral 

Unilateral .... 



* One other caw, of a large, fixed and hopelessly irremovable, malignant 
goitre, in whioli a portion of the tumour turn removed merely to allow of access 
to the trachea for the purposes of an immediate and urgent tracheotomy, has 
not been included in the list. 
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ONE HUNDRED CONSECUTIVE CASES OF REMOVAL OF 
Performed by the Author betwet* 
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OOITEE BY OPERATION (EXTIRPATION AND ENUCLEATION). 
Febrvary 1894 ami Jamum/ 1901. 
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ONE HUNDRED CONSECUTIVE CASES OF REMOVAL OF 
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GOITRE BY OPERATION (EXTIRPATION AND ENUCLEATION). 
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Jan. 1901.— Quite well (pergonal 
Ditto 

Jan. 1»1 —Quite well (letter) 




BB.4' 




„ 


„ 


Ditto 




9B* 




Oblique 
Irani- 


■■ 


April 1909. -Quite weU (personal 
Jan. 1901.— Quite well (peisonal 





».«• 




'S£' 


.. 


Jan. l901.-Qultewelin>r.Maand, 

Jan. 1901. -Quite well; left vocal 

cord InoadaverlepoaltioD but tolce 

natural (personal observation) 

Jan. 1901.— Quite well (letter) 
Jan. ie01.-Quite well (personal 


after » weeks 
' Drainage ; Kcondarf udIud ; 

[^tfaJSy opened up on 6th day ;^- 

^' tlent went home ou Slat day ; 

. sinns penlsted lor 8 months ; wai 

twice laid open, then healed 

Drainage; primary union 


102.2* 


• 


Ttana- 
Oblique 


„ 


Ko drainage ; prtmary union 


loo.y 


1 


Trans- 


„ 


Drain^e; primary union ; waa 

riding a bicycle on 7th day atter 

operation 

Hodialuage; primary union 


9».** 




Ob!!r«e 
Trans- 


" 


Jan, 1901.— Quite veU (letter) 
Ditto 


Drainage; primary union 
No draln^B ; primary union 


S9.4- 




posterior 
Trans- 


■' 


Jan, 190I.-Haa been yerj much 

better tor the operaUon (Dr. 

Evill, B^et) 

Mov. 1900,— Quite well aa regarda 

aneurism (letter) 
'Jan. 1901. -Quite well (letter) 



re taken every tour hours. 
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ONE HUNDRED CONSECUTIVE CASES OF REMOVAL OP 
Performed by the Author betweai 



No. 


Duteol 


««ue. 


i 


Chief BeMO« tar 


Operation. 


Katnre of Goitre. 


! 


lOB 


*-" 


AnoO. 


89 


I>,.pn<™ 


Enucleation (re- 
Kctlun enuclea- 


an orange (Flga. 43, 44) 


106 


June 7 


Elli«v.nl. 


39 


Dyipnoea 




Cystic adenoma, one-teath ' E 
■olid : >iie at hen's egg ; deepi] 


107 


JimeM 


CarollneT. 


43 


Dy.pnffla 




""^'d^p^i^iSS^' "'"''■ 


108 


Jim8«3 


JsneW. 


2S 




."Ssl"* 


Cystic adenoma, size of walnnl : t 
twi>thlrd. wilid ; deeply seated 






EiDlly H. 




Deformity 


Solid adenoma, size of a ■mall S. 














orBU«e(ngB.U4, 11&) 








MapyL. 




Dyspnit* 


right ' 

ExUrpaUon, 
right 


Cystic adenoma 




111 


Julys 


Fanny V. 


64 




Pareuchymatoua ; 10 oi. 

(Fig. B4) 

Parenchymatous, srith much 




lie 


July 6 


SarahM. 


B6 


Dyepnte. 




m 


JulyM 


Fsnuy M. 


.. 


raallgna-icy 


P»rtf»l eitirpa- 


(Figs. 49. fio', 51)"" 
Spindle-celled sarcoma; tum- 




lU 


JolyW 


Mn. G. 


SB 


,Dj.pniEa 


EDUcUBtio^.left 


two-thirds solid 




115 


S.pt.7 


Ellen H. 


37 


Dr.pniea 


right 


Best iUe at wriDM' 




llfl 


Septs 


Elizabeth 


17 


Dyspnoea 


" 






m 


flept.lJi 


EllzabeU. 


36 


Dyipncea 


■• 


Solid adenoma, size ot gaoK'i 




lis 


Oct. 17 


Mi.. A. 


36 


Detonnlty; 
palpitation 


Enucleation, left 


CyiUc adenoma, size of hen'. 
^; mainly solid: much 




no 


0.,. 


Eliza B. 


. 


»ffit^ 


,»?.'asi,. 


Old pareiichymatoua goltn; 
weight of tumour alter re- 
moval, 40 01!l. 
(Figs. 34, 36. 38) 








Mn. L. 


39 


Bulk, weight, 


Enucleation, 


Cystic adenoma, size of iaixe 




121 


Nov. 3 


Grace B. 


SS 


Dyspnoea 


Enu^eatlon 


Cystic Bdeno^IiSftize of hen> 












a=r 


EnucleaUon, left 


Solid adenoma, alie ot a 


























Dy.pn<Ba 


Enucleation, 














right 


rouB tissue ; size at orange : 
very adherent 












Defomilty ; dla- 




«;^ra.r.:!r" 












comfort: slight 






















135 


Hot. 26 


Mli»S. 


32 


»;.pn«a; 


Enucleation, left 


a lemon 




136 


Dee. 8 


Gertrude 
A. 


20 


Dy.pntea 


EnucleaUon, 
right 


Solid adenoma, size of duck'i 

egg : contained alw> a cyst dze 

ofdierry 
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( 359 ) 
OITRE BY OPERATION (EXTIRPATION AND ENUCLEATION). 
chrtmry 189^ and January 1901. 













Kemarks. 


"i 




1 


j 


Latest Report (and Source of). 


Drainage ; pi-iraaly uniuli 


-,r 


« 


;r- 


Mor- 
phia 


Jan. I9IM._l|ulte well (personal 
observation) 




91).4" 




Oblique 


Chloro- 


Ditto 




».■ 








Jan, 1901,— Quite wen (Dr, Tol- 
putt, Kettering) 


Mo drainage; primair uuiwi 


mx 




Trans. 




Jan, 10ai,-Qult« well (personal 


Drainage; pilmaiy union 


99,2- 




.erse 




No drainage; primary union 


99,4" 




„ 


„ 


Ditto 


Draiii^e; primaiy union 


100' 


1 


Trane- 


., 


Dec, IBOa— Quite well (letter) 




ioo.«- 


^ 


" 


Jan, 1901, -Quite well (Dr. Mai', 
shall, Beihlll) 


No drainage; primarj union 


I€0,S' 


* 


Ohllque 
Trann- 


■■ 


eotoniy and died Boon afterwards 
with eitenslve reeurrenee(rig, 7S) 
Nov, 1900,— Quit* well (perawial 

Jan, I901.-Well: Mill wveral 
small adenomata In both lobet ; 

Jan, 1901.— Ke-admitted with a 

small sinus which soon healed; 

otherwise well (petaonal 

Quite well on leaving hospital on 
9th day ; quite well when laaC seen 
seyeral weeks later (Dr, Barron. 

Dec. 1900,— Qnlte well (personal 


Drain^e ; eecondarj union ; slirfit 

suppuration tor about a fortnight; 

left hospital on 17th day after 

Drainage ; primary untoii 
No drain^[e ; primary union 


.„, 


• 


Obh™e 
Trans- 


■■ 


Drainage : primary union 


I 


; 


(Fig, a?) 

Trana- 




Jan, 1001,— Quit* well (Dr, Image 
Bur; St, Edmunds) 

Dec, 1900,-Quite well (letter) 


Xo drainage; primary uuloji 


101.4- 


5 


yerae 




Jan. iflOl— Quite well (Dr. Rob- 
Jan. 1901, -Quite well (1>r, R^laii 

Thoniaa, Eieter) 
Jan, 1901,-Qulte well (Dr, liar- 
shall, Beihlll) 


Drainage; primary union 


99-B- 




Oblique 







.ro.8" 


^ 


Trans- 







w 








Jan. 1901. -Quite well (personal 


Nuilni]u«8e;priiiii.ry union 


w 








Jan. 190I.-Quite well (Dr, Stack, 
Bristol) 

Jan, 1901,-qulte well (letter) 
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Abscbbs of Ibyroid, 130-45 
Accessary thjroid veiD, 268 
thyroids, 

anatomy, 12-13 
cumpeDSBtiDg hypertrophy, 15 
Acute goitre, 4S 

Adei)oiiiata,tniiisitIoDiDtooysts,154-5 
Adenomatous Roitre, 
coloarof, 283 

eDacleatioo of, 280 et eeq. ;— versus 

extirpation, 337 
^videmenC of, 294 
fatal case of removal of, 311 
f<£tal, 39-42 
malignant, 

diagDoaia from innocent, 98, 

199, 211, 221 
results of operations on, 221-2 
Air and annshine, supposed effect on 

goitre, 53-5 
Amputation of goitre, 279 
Amyloid goitre, 48 
AnsEthetic, use of, io thyroid opera- 
tion, 257-60,205-7 
Anearism. diagnosis from thyroid 

tumour, 92-96 
Animals, 

goitre in, 67 

symptoms following removal of 
thyroid in, 320 
Antisepaifi^versua asepsis, in thyroid 

opCTations, 215-16, 270-1 
Arteries, 
carotid, 

relation^to thyroid, 5— to thy- 
roid tumour, 87-9, 92,140,204 
— to trachea, in malignant 
goi'.re, 224 
resection of. 218 
inferior thyroid, 
ligature of, 
daogei tosympatbetic in. 302 
history of operation 241-3 



Arteries, inferior thyroid, ligature of, 
in, extirpation, 268-9 

in, regeclion-eitirpation, 278 
method, 243-4 

htemorrhage from. 



relation to thyroid, 5, 9 
superior thyroid, 
ligature of, 

history of operation, 241-3 

in extirpation, 267-8 

in resection, 275 

in resection.extirpation, 278 

method, 243 



thyroid ea ima, 9 
Aseptic treatment, value of, in thyroid 

operations, 215-16, 270--1, 304 
Asphyxia, due to congenital goitre, 

15, 19 
Asthma, simulating goitre, 106 
Atmosphere, relation to goitre, 51-2 
Atrophy of thyroid, 

in cretinism, 20, 30 

in myicedema, 21-2 

senile, 20-1 
Atrophy of tracheal waif, 114-16 
Austria, goitriferous waters in, 66-8 

Basedow's disease (See Exophthal- 
mic Goitre) 

Bed ford Bb ire, goitre in, 51, 58 

Belladonna, use of, in Graves's disease 
186 

Blood, expectoration of, in malignant 
goitre, 206 
hffimatozoa in goitrous. 69 

Blood-veasels [See under Arteries and 

Bloodless enucleation, 292-3 
Bohemia, goitre in, 65 
Bone, growths secondary to malignant 
goitre in, 209 
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Brecknocksbire, goitre Id. 63 
Bromine, use of, in Giavee's diBease, 

187 
Broochitis, 

causing death r.fter tbrroid opera- 
tions, 208, 225, 334 

eoTOplicaUnp eiothyropeiv, 248 

dfspnwa from, 120 

goitre riranlaUng. lOtl 
Bronchocele (.^n-Goiirel 
Backing bamsbjre. goitre in. 51 

Cachexia strnmipriva 

avoided by compeoBating hjper- 
tiophj of tlijrold, IS. 31, 
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« absence of thjroid, 14, 188, 

), 324 

^0 ligature of thjroid vessels, 



history of. 318-22 
Horsley's eiperiments, 320 
relation to myicpderoa, 320 
symptoms, 323-4 
temporary, 326-7 
treatmem, 327 
Cachexia thy reopriva, 318 
Calcareous rock», distribution of goitre 

on, 55-8, 58-63. 64 
Camorian rocks, distribution of goitre 

on, 63, 64 
Cancer, condition of thyroid in, 35 
Carboniferous rocks, distribution of 

goitre on, 62-4 
Carcinoma {-Sec Malignant Disease of 

Thyroid) 
Cardiac nerves, injury of, in thyroid 

operation, 315 
Carotid artery (See under Arteries) 
CellulitiB, complicating thyroid 

operations, 307 
Cervical lymphatics, 

abscess of. simulating f:oitre, 75 
infiammation of, simulating thy- 
roiditis. 134 
Cervical pleiup (S/^ under Nerves) 
sympatlietic (*'«■ under Nerves) 
Chaik districts, goitre in, 58 
Cbloroform, fatal cases of thyroid 

operation under, 298 
Cholera, causing thyroiditis, 131 
Chronic inflammation of thyroid, 
138-7 

simulating sarcoma, 199 
Climatfl, influence on goitre, 50-2 
Coal measures, goitre on, 62, 84 
Cocaine. 

efteot of injection into eye, l&O-l 



Cocaine, use of, in thyroid operation::, 
259-80 
dose, 260 
Colloid goitre, 46-7 
Colloid secretion, 12 

abnormal accnmulation, 122, 152-3 
absence of, in eiopbtbalmic goitre. 
180, 187-8 
in myxotdema, 21-3 
absorption of, 314-15 
character of, iu cystic disease. 
lBl-2. 167. 169, 172-5 
in eaofhthalmio goitre, 178 
diminntion of, 253-6 
in senile atrophy, 20 
relation to fat formation, 35 
Congenital goitre. 
of, 15-16 



in a: 



mals, 1 



treatment. lS-19 



Cough, in tracheal obstroction, 102, 

132 
Cretaceoas formation and goitre, 56, 

Cretinism, 

atrophy of thyroid in. 26. 30 
cause of, 14. 320 

connection irith cachexia stmmi- 
priva. 320 

endemic goitre, 24. 26, 29-30 

myzoedema. 23-4, 320 
enlai^ed thyroid in. 2S-6. 30 
fatty tumours of, 27-8 
in animal". 67 
sporadic iSee Sporadic Cretinism) 

Cricoid cartilage, division of. in extir- 

patincT goitre. 270 
Crvsialline rocks, goitriferous waters 

in. 68 
Cysts, 

simnlaling thyroid enlai^emeDt, 

73, 75 
thyroid of, 

adenoma (!<ri that name) 

classification. 156-7 

oolour, 283 

description, 37-8 

development. 154-.S 

diagnosis from malignant 

goitre, 210 
hiemorrhagic. 46. 123 
hydatid (.S'rc Hyditid Cysts) 
intra cytio growth?, 184 

hasmorrhpge. 158-60 
origin of. 152-6 
position of, 82-3. 84-5, 91 
papilliferoaR {See Papilliferons 

Cysts) 
strncture, 160-4 
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Cjaig, tbjroid of, suppurating {Set 
SuppnraCiDg Cysts) 
treatment, 
enucleation, aSO rf gf/. 
inoisioa, 239-40 
injection, 237-9 
selOD, 210-1 
tapping, 231-2 

DllATH, 

daring tbjroid operation, causes 

of, and cases, 295-9 
following thjioid operation, 
causes of, 311-16, 334-5 
symptoms, 310-14 
from dyspnwa (iSce Dyspnii-a) 
Derbyshire, goitre in, 52, 61-5 
Devouian and old red sandstone. 

goitre in region of. 03-4 
Devonshire, goitre in. 58, 63 
Diarrbiea, in Graves's disease. 1S3 
Digitalis, a<i ministration in Graves's 

disea.-K, 186 
Dysphagia, 

due to goitre, 102-3 

thyroiditis, 132 
toilovuing eKOthjropeiv, 2 18 
Creatmeut of, 226 
Dyspbonia, 

due to goitre, 102 

extirpation of goitre, 301 
Dyspnoea in goitre, 

analytical taole of fatal 

126-9 
caases of. 97, 102, 

295-9, 306 
influence ot! age and sex oo, 121-3 
occasional effect of exotbyropeiy, 



07-20, 132, 



results of operations in, 336 
varieties of goitre producing, 15, 19, 
91, 92, 105-6, 122-25. 185 
DyspntEa in malignant goitre. 
207, 208. 2]-!. 219 
relief of, 222-6 



Endemic goitre, 

basis of European al 

29-30 
geographical distribution. 51- 
geological distribution, 5.'> 65 
use of term, 43 



England, 

distribution of goitre in, 15. 16, 

34, 61-4, 58-65. 83, 92, 9.H, 95 
geolt^cal formation and goitre, 
57-63 
Enucleation (See Intra- glandular Enu- 
cleation) 
Epidemic goitre, 43 

cause of, 66 
Essex, goitre in, 5S 
Encaina, use of, in thyroid operation, 

259-60 
Evidement, 293-4 
Ezopbtbalmic goitre, 

diagnosis and symptoms. 92, 101, 

dissimilarity to otber forms ot 

goitre, 44, 49 
distribution, 176-7 
fatal symptoms fallowing removal, 

313-14, 316 
influence of age and sex on. 176 
morbid anatomy, 31, 47-8, 179-82 
patholi^y, 178 

prt^nosis without operation, 194 
simulating malignant disease. 210 
treatment, 

medical. 186-7 
table of result', 194-5 
surgical, 187-96, 243, 245, 249 
Ezopbtbaloi' 



from injection of cocaine into eye, 
190-1 

unilateral, IS4 
Eiothyropenj, 

complications in, 247-9 

for congenital goitre. 19 

for eiopbtbalmic goitre, 1S9-90 

history and method, 244-7 

mortality after, 249 
Extirpation, 

after trentmenC, 273-4 
. anesthetic, u^e of, in, 258-60 

compared with ezothyropexy, 245 
wiib refection of isthmus, 256 

complications of, 

cachexia stramlprlva {^e that 

hii-morrbage, primary, 299 

recurrent. 305-7 

secondary, 304 
injury of nerves in. 3CK]-2, 338 

of surrounding structures, 
302-4 
late paralyKisoE vocal cord, 316 
rafjd pulse aad rostlessDess, 
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EitirpatioD, complications of, sudden 
dsath, 2if>-9 

tetaoy, 313-17 
diSerence between eancleation 

and, ^57 8 
method of operation, 

blood- vessela, ligature of, 264, 

267- S 
dissection from Bnironnding 

structures, 266-70 
drainage of wound, 271, '274 
incision of &kiii, 260-4 
infra- hjoid muscles, treatment 

of, 262, 26-1-6 
position of patient, 260 
of eiophthalniic goitre, 188-9 
statistics of results, 
partial extirpation, 
causes of death (table), 334 
of eiopbtbalmic goitre, 188-9 
of innocent goitre. 1S9, 216, 
329-42 (See also Appen- 
dix) 
total extirpation, 

of malignant goitre, 216-22 
total. 258 

of exophthalmic goitre, 18S 

of midignant goitre, 212-22 

Eje.contiactionof papil from goitre. 



s, of 



27-8 



FibroBS goitre, 43-4, ■ 

Vistula after injection of goitre, 

136-7, 238-9 
F<etal adenoma {Hee Adenoma) 
" Formes trustas," 184, 1!)4 
France, 

i, 199 



Gadlt. distribution of goitrO' 

Geological formations, - - - 

with goitre, 55-69 
GIamoi^;alisbire, goitre in, 52. 62 
Glottis, dyspnoea doe to cedema of. 

lis 
Gloucestershire, goitre in, 52, GO, 61, 

93 
Gljcoauria, in Graves's disease. 183 

condition of blood in, 69 
diagnoaU by dyspnita, 10:7-29 
physical signs, 72-96 



Goitre, diagnosis by pressure on snr- 
ronnding structares, 98-104 
diseases simulating. 73-8, 92-4 
distribution of, 50-71 [See also 

under Tarious Coontries) 
in animals, 67-9 
in flam mat] on of. 130-45 
influence of pregnancy on. 33-4 
of puberty on. 34 
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meaning and n 

mixed formsi 44 

relation to fat formation, 35 

simulating asthma, 106 

treatment, 

division or resection of isthmas, 
250-6 

eiothyropeiy, 244-9 

extirpation {Ste that name) 

incision, 232-3 

injection, 233-41 

intra'glaudular enacleation 
(&c that uame) 

ligature of thyroid arteries, 
241-4 

non-operative, 227-30 



i75-9 
seton, 240 
tapping, 231-2 
tracheotomy {See that name) 
■ieties. 36-48 
scoop)!, 284 
nells, 67 
Graves's disease (See Bxophthalniic 

Goitre) 
Greensand, lower, 65 ; upper. 58-9 
Gummataof thyroid, 149-51 

Haupshibe, goitre in. 58 
Hemorrhage. 

into malignant goitre, 209 
primary, avoidance of, in resection 
of gland, 276 
arrest of, in enucleation, 286-8, 
299-30 
in eiothyropexy. 247-8 
in extirpation, 299 
it, after thyroid operation, 



relation of pregnancy to, 34 
secondarv. after thyroid opera- 
tion, 304 

Hemorrhagic cvst, 155-60 
goitre, 46, 123 

Heart, rapidity of. in Graves's disease, 
183-5 

Heredity of goitre, 70-1 

Herefordshire, goitre in. 16 

Hertfordshire, eoitre in, 58 

Hilns of thyroid. 5 . 

Hydatid cysts, 118-9, 185-73 
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Bjoid bone, relation to enliirged thy- 
roid, 84, 85 
Hypertropby of thyroid, 31-5 

compensating, 31, les, 321-5, 336 
restrictioQ of term, 31 
Hypoglossal nerve, woand of, in ex- 
tirpation, 302 



), 64 

lOCisloQ 

of cystic goitre, 236-40 

of akin, in extirpation, 260-4 
IndiaD metbod of curing goitre. 229-30 
Inferior thyroid {See under Arteries 

and Veins) 
InSammation of thyroid, 130-45 
Infiltrating fibroma, 13S 
Infra-hyoid muscles 

Id relation to extirpation of goitre, 
262, 264-6 

relation to thyroid tomour, 86-7 

suture of. 271 

cystic goitre, of, 237-9 

in thyroiditis, 135 

parenchymatous goitre, of. 232- 
37 
Intermarriage, relation to goitre. 70 
Interaal Jugular vein {See under 

Intra-cyslic hiemorrhage. 231 
Intra- glandular enucleatioD, 
after injection, 2^9 
cases suitable. 281-2 
compared with ictra-capsular and 

resection -enucleation, 292 
complications, 

bsmoirbage ; primary, 299-300 



sepsis, 307-10 
sudden death, 285-3 
diSereace between extirpation and, 

257-8 
history of, 280-1 
injnry to recurrent nerve in. 339 
method of operating, 282-8 
modifications, 
bloodless. 292-3 
^videment, 293 
intra-capsular. 292 

' ■ Dn-enucleation, 288-92 
it and malignant goitre, 
212 
recarrence after, 336-7 
results and mortality statistics, 

329-34 (Ste also Appendix) 
unsuitahility in exophthalmic 
goitre, 188 



Iodine, 

injection of, in cystic goitre, 237-9; 

in parenchymatous. 228-9, 233-7 

use of, in Graves's disease, 186-7 

Iodoform solntion, injection, for 

parenchymatons goitre. 237 

perchloride of. injection in cystic 

goitre, 237-9 
relation to goitre, 65. 67 
aseof, in Graves's disease, 1S7 
Isthmus of Thyroid. 
abseDce of, 14 

compensating hypertrophy. 325 
division of, in extirpation, 2fi0-6. 

enlargement of, 81-2, 112--13 
excision of. fatal case of, 313 
in resection extirpation, 278 
position and relations of. 1-2 
relation to tracheal compression. 
251-3 
Italy, 

diatribntion of goitre in. 53 
goitriferoas waters in, 68-9 



Ebht, goitre in. 5S 

Kidneys, hydatid cyst in, 166. 172 

Kcenig's tracheotomy tube, 225 

Labthx, 

displacement by goitre, 101 
perforation by goitre, 118 
relation to thyroid. 3-4, 6-8 

to enlarged thyroid, 72-3, 76-7, 
82. 85. lis 
rupture of abscess into, 119 
total extirpation in a case of 
mal^nanl goitre, 214 
Laryngeal diseases, 

simulating goitre, 73-4 
thyroiditis, 134 
Lias formation, distribution of goitre 

on, 60-1 
Ligature. 

of gland substance in resection of 

goitre. 276 
ol thyroid arteries, 

for exophthalmic goitre, 190 
for innocent goitre, 241-1 
Lime salts, relation to goitre, 64-5, 

67, 68 
Limestone districts {See Calcarcoas 

Rocks) 
Lincolnshire, goitre in, 15, 83 
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Lirer, bydalid cjat of, 166, )68, 172, 



giotrths secoDdar; to maligoant 

goitre in, 206,209 
sepsis following tracheotomy, 
1^25 
Ljmpti glanda, involved in malignant 

goitre, 205-6 
Lymphatics, 
of thyroid, 11 

tumours of, diagnosis from thyroid 
taioour, 83, 86-S 
Lympho-°arcoma, slmalatiog goitre, 

Lyons, eiothjropesy at, 2i4-5 

AlAQNBSiuu salts, relation to goitre, 



S4-5, fl 



, 68 



Magneoian limestone districts, goitt 

In, 61-2 
Malaria, a cause of thyroiditis, 131 
Malignant oyats, contents of, 160 
Malignant disease of thyroid, 
adenoma {."iee that name) 
death, causes of in, 208-10 
diagnosis, 88, 97-101, 199-206 
from adenoma, 199 

chronic inflammation, 199 
exophthalmic goitre, 210 
innocent cyst, 210 
parenchymatous goitre, 210 
dnration of, 206-8 
influence of age and sei on. 197-8 
papilliferous cysts {Sec that 

-1.) 
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complications, 213-14, 218 
danger of recurrence, 213-1 J, 

219-21 
method, 215-16 
mortality statistics, 216-21 
prognosis, 216 
palliative, 
incision, 223-4 
partial extirpation, 222-3 
tracheotomy, 224-6 
arietiesot, 210-12 

e frequency of 
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inbrium of the sternum, complica- 
tion in substernal goitre, 248 

Median goitre. 112-13 

Mcdiaatiniti", 133, 209 

Menstrnatjon, enlargement of thyroid 
during, 32 

Mercury ointment, use of in goitre, 
239-30 

Micro-oj^aoisms, in goitre-producing 



Middle thyroid vein [Sre nnder 

Middlesex, goitre in, 58 

Mikulicz's resection {See Resec- 

Millstone grit, 62, 64 

Molasse, geological structure and 

goitre, 56. 66 
Morphia, nse of. in operation on 

thyroid, 260 
Mountainous districts, goitre in, 51-3 
Mountains, geological structure and 

goitre, 55-6 
Murmur in thyroid tumour. 93-5 
Muscles [See also Infra-byoid. 

Scalenus antic us, and Stemo- 

mastoid ) 
relation to thyroid, S. 6, 8 
to enlarged thyroid, 85-7 
Muscular exertion, relation to goitre, 



Myxedema. 

atrophy of thyroid in, 21 

cause of, 14, 320 

occasional enlargement of thyroid, 

22 
relation to cachexia strumipriva. 



1, 23-4, 320 
fat formation. ^5 
treatment of, 22-3 

Nerves, 

brachial plexus, involved in thy- 
roiditis, 132 

pressure of goitre on. 101 
cardiac, injury of.in thyroid oi>eri- 

tion, 315 
cervical plexus, involved in thy- 
roiditis, 132 
pressure of goitre on, 101 
cervical sympathetic, 

fatal symptoms following divi- 
sion. 313, 315 
involved in thyroid tamour, 

99-101 
operations on. in exophthalmic 

goitre, 190-4 
relation to exophthalmic goitre. 



138, 140 
of thyroid gland, 11 
recurrent laryngeal. 

compression by scar, 316. 33S 
danger to, in extirpation, 300-1 
danitertoi in removal of hydatid, 
171 
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Nerves, recurrent, affect of injory, 



iavolved Id chroDic iDflamma- 



275-6 
protectioD of, in 
extirpation, 275-6 
relation to tbyroid, 5-6, 8 

tiljroid tomour, S7-9 
vagus, 302 
Nervous symptoms, in Graves' dis- 
ease, 183, 185 
Norfolk, goitre in, 58 
Northamptonshire, goitre in, 54, 60 
Nortbamberland, goitre in, 63 
Norway, scarcity of goitre in. 52-3, 

reason of, 55 
Nottinghamsbire, goitre in, 61 

(Eduua, 

of face and arm. from goitte, 97 

causing death in malignant 

goitre, 210 
dyspnci?!! due to, 119 
in thyroiditis, 133 
(Esophsgus, 

ia&ltration in chronic inflaiama- 

tion, 140 
injury in thyroid operation, 171, 

301 
partial excision In thyroid opera- 
tion, 218 
pressure from goitre, 102-4 ; from 

inflamed thyroid, 132. 134 
relation to tbyroid, 6, 7 ; import- 
ance of in extirpation, 269-70 
thyroid fistula opening into, 137 
Oolite loclc, distribution of goitre on, 

59-60, 65 
Operative myxitdema [Set Cachexia 
Btramipriva) 

J'ALsozoiC formation and goitre. 5ti, 

61-3 
PapilliferouE cysts, 

description. 164,211-12 

treatment, 221-2 
Parathyroids, 13 
Parenchyinatoua goitre, 

cause of enlargement of gland in, 
36, 253-4 

consistency, 96 

description, 36-7 

dyspnira from, 109, 122-3, 126-7 

rapid enlargement of, 117, 122-3 



Parenchymatous goitre, shape of 
compressed trachea in, 109 
symptoms and diagnosis (See goi- 

diagnoaie from exophthalmic, 

179-80, 184 
diagnosis from malignant dis- 

fase, 210 
diagnosis from thyroiditis. 134 
symptoms of death following re- 
moval, 312-13, 316 
treatment {See Goitre, Treatment 
of) 
Percblorideof Iron, injection in cystic 

goitre, 237-9 
Permian rocks, goitre in region of, 

61-2 
Pharynx, 

injury to, in removal of goitre, 304 
involvement of muscular wall, 202 
penetration in thyroiditis, 133-4 
penetration by malignant growth. 



relation to tbyroid, S, 7 ; in 

ance of, in extirpation, 269-70 

Phthisis, condition of tbvroid in, 35 

Pleura, n y 1) d pera ( 



Pregnan 
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a to 



Puberty a n * hy 4 to 

fatal d p o^ 3 

Poerpera b d n 

Pulsation h d m 6 

Pulse, rapid, following thyroid opera- 

canses of, 314-16 

danger oE, fatal cases, 310-14 
Pitemia. caasing thyroiditis. 131 
Prramid of Lalouette, 3-4 

tumour of, 84 



Nerve , 
Kesection. 

advantages, 279 
description. 275-fl 
enucleation, 288-92 
extirpation, advantages, 279 
compared with ri 
description, 278 
results, 276-8 
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Restlessness following thjroid opera- 
causes of, 3U-16 
danger, 310-14 

Bheamatic thjroiditia, 130-1 

Salzbubg, goitriferouE waters at, 

65-6 
Sandstone districts, goitre in, SS-S, 

61, 63 
Sarcoma {Ste Malignant Disease) 
Scalenns anticna mnscle. in relation to 

ligatnre of thjroid artery, 269 
Bear, after tlijioid operation, 262-3. 

342 
Scotland, Bcarcit; of goitre in, 52 
Sepsis, danger of and treatment, 

307-10 
Set«ii method of treating goitre, 

240-1 
Sexual excitement, relation to thy- 
roid, 34 
Silurian rooks, goitre on, 63, 64 
Skin, 

condition in cachexia strumipriva, 
323 

in Graves's disease, 1S3 
incision of, in extirpation, 2H0-4 
iuTOlvement of, D; malignant 

goitre, 20 & 
spontaneous nlceration. HO-2, 
305 
Soda, salicylate, use in thyroiditis. 

135 
Sodinm salts, relation to goitre, 67, 

68 
Somersetshire, goitre in, 16, 59-60, 63, 



Sporadic 

distinguished from endemic, 27-9 
dae to absence of thyroid. 24, 25 
Sporadic goitre, nse of term. 4S 
SCalfordshire, eoitre in, 63 
Sterno- mastoid muscle, 

in relation to extirpation of goitre, 
260, 262 
to l^ture of inferior thyroid 
artery, 243-1, 269 
relation to thyroid tumour, 86-7 
Sternum, relation to thyroid tumonr, 

8, 88-92, 113 
Submaxillary, tnmour of, simulating 

goitre, 83 
Substernal goitre, 

diagnosis from aneurism, 93 
position of, 89-91 
relation to fatal dyspncea, 124-5 
Suffocating goitre, 48 
Suffolk, goitre in, 58 
Snnshine and air, supposed effect on 
goitre, 53-5 



Superior thyroid {See under Arteries 

and Veins) 
ioppurating oyat, 

asphyxia dne to rupture of, 119 
penetration into trachea and 

pharynx, 133-4 
treatment, 135 
iupporation, 

due to injection, 234, 2 (g 
into trachea after thyroid opera- 
tion, 309-10 
Surrey, goitre in. 58, 59 
Suspensory ligament of thyroid, 8 
Sussex, goitre in, 58, 59 
Switzerland, 

distribution of goitre in, 15, 31-4, 

91 « 
geolc^cal Etmctare. and goitre, 

B5-6 
goitriferoos waters in, 64-7 
Sympathetic nerve {See Cervical eym. 

nnder Nerves) 
Sympatllicotom;, 190 
Syncope, in goitre operation, 48, 
148-51 

Tapping of cystic goitre, 231-2 
Temperature, 

after extirpation and enucleation 

(See Appendix) 
in Graves's disease, 183 
rise after eiothyropexy, 247 
Tertiary rocks, goitre in r^on of. 56, 

57-8, 64 
Tetany, complicating thyroid opera- 



enlat^ement in Gravea'B disease, 

183 
Thyroid gland, 

absence of. affect on, 24, 25, 317- 

318, 320, 324 
absorption from pressure of 

hydatid, 166 
administration of extract, 23, 30, 

186. 228-9, 327 
atrophy, 20-30 
blood-vessels, 8-10 

ligature of, 190. 267-9 
congenital diseases, 15-19 

malformations, 14-15 
cystic disease {See Cysts) 
disease of {See Goitre) 
extirpation, 257-70 {See also this 

name) 
hypertrophy, 31-5, 166 
inflammation, 130-45 
influence of raenBtraation, 32 
pregnancy, S3-4 
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IjmpbaCica, 11 

operations oa, for exophthnlmic 

goitre, 187-90 
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weight of, 

congeDitall; diseased. lU 
normal, 1 

relative weight in old age. 20 
Thyroidea ima, 9 
Thyroidectomy {Sfe Eitirpation) 
Trachea. 

adhesion of thyroid abscess to, 

138 
altered relation to carotid, in 

malignant goitre, 224 
collapse of, In removal of goitre. 



120, 2i 

doe to hydatids, 167, 172, 174 
diEpUcement, 82. 101-2, 113, 203 
infiltration, 139-40 
injury to. in removal of goitre, 

218, 302-3 
mncous membrane involved by 

malignant goitre, 201-2 
penetration by thyroid abscess, 
133-4 
malignant growth, 118-19, 
201-3, 208 
pressure of enlai^d thyroid, 72-3, 

74, 7ti-7, 132, 203 
relation to thyroid, S, 7 
rupture of hydatid into. Iti7, 172 
Tracheal diaeaseH simulating goitrs, 
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Tracheal wall, change 

goitre. 113-16 
Tracheotomy. 

danger of, during thyroid opeia- 

Uona, 298 
in esophrbalmic goitre. 198 
malignant goitre, 224-6 
Tracheotomy, danger in, parenchy- 
matous goitre, 2.^6 



Tracheotomy, danger in, primary 

chronic inflammatloD, 145 
Traumatic inflammation, 131-7 
Triassic formation and goitre, 56. 61, 

TnbercnlouB goitre, 48, 146-8 

of thyroid {See Goitre, varieties) 
simulating goitre, 73, 7S-8, 83 
Typhoid fever, thyroiditis complica- 
ting, 130 

Unilateral goitre, relation to fatal 

dyspntea, 124 
Urticaria, in hydatid erst, 168-9 

Vaoos, woand of, in extirpation, 

302 
Valleys, prevalence of goitre in, 53-& 
Variola, causing tbyioiditis, 131 
Vascular goitre, 47-8 

accessory thyroid, 268 
inferior acceeaory tfavroid, 10 

thyroid, 10, 278 
internal jugular, 

relation to thyroid tnmour, 
88-9, 96-7, 140, 204 

goitre operation, 



ligature of, in extirpation, 264, 

267-8, 275, 278 
middle thyroid, 10, 268 
recurrent biemorrbage from, 305 
Buperior acoesEory thyroid. 10 
thyroid, 10, 267-8, 275, 278 
thyroidea ima, 10 
Vocal cords, 

effect of resection of goitre on, 

277 
paraly^is of, 

after thyroid operation, 337-9 

cause of late, 316 

due to goitro, 97, 98, 201 



Water, 

microscopical examination of 

goitriferouB, 65-6 
supply, influence on goitre, 55, 



YOBBDALE rocks, 62, 64 
Yorkshire, goitre in, 15, 16, 34, 
59,60, 61, 62 
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